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REPORT ON THE OPERATIONS OF THE 
IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 


INTRODUCTION BY THE DIRECTOR 

The detailed record of the work of the Imperial Institute 
in recent years is necessarily voluminous. The summary 
contained in the following pages shows that the Institute 
has carried on work for the whole of the Empire on the 
principal lines projected by its founders. 

EXHIBITION GALLERIES 
The Exhibition Galleries have been developed on the 
plan originally adopted of a geographical arrangement in 
a liich each country of the Empire has its separate space 
-or Court in which to present a conspectus of its present 
jpvition and resources, with the aid of maps, pictures of 
scenery and industries, diagrams and other represen- 
tlons of trade and commerce, models of harbours, etc., 
md also samples of all important products exported and 
manufactured, the salient features of which are sum- 
marised in descriptive labels prepared by an expert staff, 
the entire overseas Empire, including the separate Col- 
lections of about forty different countries, is therefore 
presented in miniature. 

| Commencing with the Western Gallery, the mineral, 
igricultural and forest resources of Canada are shown 
>n a large scale with pictorial representations of life and 
ndustry in the Dominion, followed by a similar display 
>n behalf of Newfoundland, in which the paper pulp 
industry is a conspicuous feature. The North Gallery 
ncludcs the Colonies and Protectorates of West Africa, 
Jan illuminated model illustrating the shipment of cocoa 
[from the Gold Coast, whilst the palm-oil industry of 
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Nigeria as well as its timber resources can be studied in 
detaii. Till scenery and industries of the Sudan in gum, 
cotton and cereals, as well as its native industries, are 
shown on a large scale, with illuminated models of Port 
Sudan and the grain market at Omdurman. Then 
follow the Colonies and Protectorates of Central and East „ 
Africa, in which the cotton and tobacco of Nyasaland, 
the coffee and fibres of Kenya and Uganda are conspicuous. 
Passing through the Courts of Zanzibar and Pemba with 
illustrations of the clove industry, the rubber and timber 
resources of the Straits Settlements and Federated Malay 
States arc seen dominated by a large statue of Sir Stamford 
Raffles, the founder of Singapore. Ceylon has, in addition 
to a Court, a Pavilion erected with funds specially con- 
tributed by the Planters’ Association of Ceylon and decor- 
ated in Kandyan design in red and yellow and containing 
pictures of Ceylon scenery and life on the tea plantations, 
whilst other Ceylon industries are profusely showrt in the 
Court. Contiguous are the Court and Pavilion of India 


to which many additions have been recently made, 
including illustrations of the numerous native industries of 
India in metal, ivory and wood, many of which are lent 
by the King and Queen and the Prince of Wales. Adjoin- 
ing is an Upper Gallery, including Hong Kong, Mauritius 
and Cyprus and other smaller Colonies. The Central 
Gallery is occupied by Australia, divided into Courts of 
the separate States and including many pictorial illus- 
trations of life in Australia and samples of products 
Conspicuous in the New South Wales Court is a large seated 
statue of Queen Victoria elevated so as to command 
the whole of the Central Gallery. Contiguous is the Court of 
New Zealand, in which are many pictures of the Dominion, 
models of the Maoris and fine examples of New Zealand 
decorative woods and of the great sheep industry in its 
various aspects. Included in this section are a statue 
of Cap tdm Co 0 k and some Royal Addresses framed in New 
e land woods of Maori design. Passing through Fiji 
d through the West Indian Colonies, the South African 
ection, including Rhodesia, is reached. Here are to be 

cTpc'Totn and th n V, K t0ria FaHs ^ ° f the harbours of 

tape Town and Durban as well as illustrations of the 
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ostrich feather and wool industries of the Union, with many 
pictures of the country and its industries. 

The unique feature of these galleries is that they now 
include the whole of the overseas Empire, that they are 
associated with an expert staff with special knowledge of 
the products of each country, and that they are being 
continually improved and added to by donations from 
Governments, firms and individuals. In the centre of 
the Galleries is a stand for publications, at which may be 
procured pamphlets and handbooks relating to the Domin- 
ions and Colonies, of which some thousands are each year 
distributed to enquirers. 

The value of the Galleries for the investigation and 
intelligence work of the Institute has proved to be of 
great importance. A number of the products exhibited 
have been the starting point for investigations as to their 
commercial value and the products shown are frequently 
required for reference and comparison. The Galleries 
have also been constantly referred to in connection with 
the enquiries conducted by various Technical Committees 
of the Institute, such as those on Timbers and Silk and 
Tanning Materials, and samples are also frequently supplied 
to commercial and other enquirers. 

The Galleries are open to the public daily, except on 
Sundays, and the attendance is about 100,000 visitors a 
year. This number compares favourably with that of 
the contiguous Museums, which, however, are open on 
Sundays, when visitors are more numerous than on any 
other day of the week. 

The Galleries are now in regular use by schools, especially 
by those in and near London, in connection with the 
teaching of the geography of the Empire, for which the 
Imperial Institute provides the only facilities in this 
country for studying the whole of the overseas countries 
at one centre. The parties from schools, limited to, about 
thirty, visit the Institute at arranged times to study one 
country or group of countries on each occasion. These 
parties are usually accompanied by one or more teachers, 
and are met in the Galleries by a Guide Lecturer who 
supplements the information given by the teachers and 
explains the important features of the exhibits of each 
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country. These visits are most popular both with teachers 
and pupils. Numerous appreciations have been received 
from teachers as to the educational value of the visits, 
some of which are quoted in the detailed record of work 
which follows, whilst their popularity with the pupils is 
evidenced by the fact that alter these visits those who 
have attended often come back again to study the Gal- 
leries on their own account. This year about 10,000 
pupils from schools will have visited the Galleries, and this 
number would be largely increased if more days in the 
week could be allotted for conducted visits. Arrange- 
ments are now in progress for visits to the Galleries by 
University students in connection with courses of lectures 
in commercial geography. 

It is clear that the educational aspect of the Galleries 
of the Institute is of Imperial importance, not only to 
this country but also to the overseas countries to whose 
resources and possibilities publicity is thus afforded and 
incentive given to settlement and emigration within the 
Empire. 


The fact that separate showrooms containing chiefly 
special exhibits of certain countries are to be seen in other 
parts of London does not render less important the repre- 
sentation of the whole overseas Empire at the Imperial 
Institute, which is the only place where the chief resources 
of all countries, systematically arranged and described 
can be seen and studied, and special information respecting 
com^er^l products obtained from an expert staff. 

11 6 As m Ciatl ° n ° f Britlsh Chambers of Commerce as 

tions emphasising the educational as well as the 

importance of the Galleries nf m. t th commercjaI 
whilst the Technical r, •. ° f thc Im P enaI Institute, 

Institute, which 

have similarly testified to their JaSX l<,C ° mtnCrce ' 
the work of the Imnerioi t ! connection with 

of the raw LaS ol ST ** 
of maintaining these Caller' Empire ‘ T,le small cost 
all those countries whirh l 3t present shared by 
Imperial ““Me to Ur, fund, th . 
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RESEARCH AND INTELLIGENCE 

One of the principal objects of the foundation of the 
Imperial Institute was the formation of these Collections 
illustrative of the overseas Empire and its resources. 
Another was the promotion of the development of Empire 
resources. The necessary first step in this direction, 
especially in the development of the use of new or little- 
known materials, is the investigation of their composition 
and possible value. The machinery for this purpose was 
provided in the Scientific and Technical Research Depart- 
ment, the equipment of which was completed with the aid 
of numerous private donations in 1896. Neither this 
country nor any of the countries overseas was called upon 
to provide the funds for the initial equipment of the exten- 
sive laboratories of the Institute, the cost of which was 
defrayed partly by grants from the Commissioners of the 
1851 Exhibition, and partly by individual donations and 
grants from certain of the City Companies. 

The provision of the small staff at first employed 
was similarly met. The work of this Department rapidly 
increased. It was clear that there was a demand for a 
central department which could investigate and enquire 
into the possible uses of various raw materials, and thus 
provide the groundwork for their commercial employment. 
Subsequently a branch of the department (the Technical 
Information Bureau) was organised to collect information 
respecting the advances made in all countries in the 
industrial development of raw materials, so that informa- 
tion might be available in connection with the develop- 
ments within the Empire, and especially in the tropical 
Colonies and Protectorates. 

This branch also deals with the numerous enquiries 
from all parts of the Empire relating to the occurrence, 
production and utilisation of raw materials ; to industrial 
processes and manufactures ; to methods of tropical 
agriculture, and to related subjects. These enquiries have 
increased considerably during recent years, and now form 
an important section of the Institute's work. 

The staff concerned with these two branches of work, 
investigation and intelligence, includes officers with acade- 
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mic and technical qualifications, who are assigned to 
definite groups of raw materials and who are competent 
to deal with the various questions which arise in connection 
with composition, quality, cost of production and market 
prices of raw materials. This Department conducts its 
operations in close communication with manufacturers and 
users, who have shown the greatest readiness in co-operating 
in the work. This important link was further strengthened 
by the formation in 1916 of Technical Advisory Com- 
mittees, including commercial experts and trade represen- 
tatives in important groups of raw materials. These 
Committees have been in close touch with the work in 
their respective spheres, and provide the means for taking 
direct action through various trades and other commercial 
channels for the employment of promising materials. 

In addition to these Technical Committees there are 
also Committees for the Dominions and India, which have 
taken great interest in the work conducted for . these 
countries. 

A few examples may be given here of the actual results 
of these operations so far as they directly concern overseas 
production and development of resources. 

The aromatic oils produced by certain plants in several 
of the Colonies, notably in the Seychelles, Mauritius and 
Cyprus, have been examined and their uses for perfumery 
indicated. Information and advice has been given on 
technical matters, and these oils are now produced and 
exported chiefly to this country. The demand for plaited 
straw in this country has been explained to various Colonies, 
including West Africa, Seychelles and the West Indies* 
where suitable materials occur, and the requisite action 
has been suggested. Samples for trial have been sent to 
users in this country, and orders have been received for 
articles of specified quality. 

The valuable tanning properties of Acacia pods, abun- 
dant in the Sudan, have been demonstrated as a result of 
investigations at the Institute, the importance of the 
material brought to the notice of manufacturers, and 
orders for consignments obtained. Technical advice is 
being furnished in connection with the economical pre- 
paration of the material before export. Action has been 
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taken to encourage the further growth of wattle in South 
Africa and elsewhere, and the large market which exists 
here for the bark indicated. 

The search was suggested in Ceylon for monazite sand 
and other similar materials required for the manufacture 
of incandescent gas mantles, hitherto largely under German 
control. The sand and other suitable minerals were 
found in Ceylon, technical information was furnished by 
the Institute and production in Ceylon started. 

A large number of possible paper-making materials 
from all parts of the Empire have been investigated. The 
bamboos which occur abundantly in Kenya have been 
proved to furnish excellent paper, and the Government has 
now offered large areas for exploitation. The examination 
of numerous grasses from Uganda, Nigeria, South Africa, 
Australia, etc., has shown that many of them are suitable 
for paper-making. It has been found that the waste 
wattle bark from the tanning extract factories in Natal will 
make good paper, and the erection of mills to utilise this 
material is under consideration. 

The value for paper-making of waste woods from New 
Zealand and of timbers from Kenya and West Africa has 
also been determined, and a large series of woods from 
British Guiana are now under investigation. 

The possibility of improving the quality of the silk pro- 
duced in certain countries, notably in Cyprus, Mesopotamia 
and Mysore, has been considered and action arranged 
with a view to its extended utilisation in British trade. 

The valuable properties of the oil contained in the 
seeds of the rubber tree, hitherto a w 7 aste product, have 
been demonstrated. Manufacturers have been interested 
and suggestions made for extracting the oil from the seeds 
in the Tropics. 

The tobaccos grown in Ceylon, Nigeria and East Africa 
have been examined and suggestions made for their 
improvement, and sales arranged in this country of 
suitable material subsequently produced. Important work 
in this connection was also accomplished for the tobacco of 
Nyasaland, now the leading export of that country. 

Timbers from Nigeria, Sierra Leone, British Hon- 
duras, Australia, etc., have been tested and their uses 
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determined, with a view to selecting those’ most! suitable 
for commercial development. The possible utilisation in 
the United Kingdom of certain timbers from Canada, New 
Zealand, India, Ceylon, British Guiana, British Honduras 
and other countries has also been investigated. Success- 
ful action has been taken to extend the use of certain 
British Columbia woods in this country ; the suitability 
of Indian spruce for match manufacture and of New 
Zealand silver beech for making boot lasts has been as- 
certained by practical trials ; tests with sleepers of British 
Guiana timbers have been arranged on railways in the 
United Kingdom ; South African boxwood has been speci- 
ally tested and reintroduced into the English market. 
A boxwood substitute from Ceylon has also been examined 
and brought to the notice of the trade, with the result that 
orders for supplies have been given. 

Systematic investigations connected with the growth 
and preparation of rubber have been carried out. Much 
assistance was rendered to the tropical Colonies at first in 
the exploitation of “ wild ” rubbers apd subsequently in 
the establishment of plantations of rubber trees in suitable 
countries. Latterly an extended investigation, with a 
view to the improvement of plantation rubber, has been 
conducted for Ceylon, and the results already obtained have 
been of great practical value. 

The foregoing arc a few examples of the useful results 
which have accrued from the work of the Institute for the 
development of Empire materials. Many others will be 
found m the detailed record of operations. Such results 
can only be obtained by the employment of a specially 
trained staff and of the accumulated knowledge and experi- 
ence now possessed by this Department. 


runniUAIlUNS 

The principal results of these operations are published 
n the quarterly Bulletin of the Imperial Institute, which 

iV the d ''I 6 reC ° rf ! ° f important information respect- 
* the , dev elopment of agricultural and forest products 
» d ol all kind,. InfornuSon^S 

« S t" al “ " ,he of Monographs 

Mmeral Resources, which are the first series of this 
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kind issued in this country. Various special reports of 
work are also issued, including the series on the raw materials 
of India in relation to the trade of this country. The 
Bulletin and the other publications of the Institute circu- 
late throughout the Empire, and are widely abstracted by 
technical and other publications throughout the world. 
Information respecting important developments is also 
regularly distributed to the Press. 

Wyndham R. Dunstan. 

Imperial Institute, 

July, *9*3 



report on the operations of the 

IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 


As the Annual Reports on the work of the Imperial 
Institute were discontinued during the war, it has been 
considered desirable to issue the present statement, which 
deals partly with work accomplished during the war 
period, but chiefly with the operations of the Imperial 
Institute in its several branches during the past three 
years. In order to facilitate reference, an index of subjects 
has been provided. 


GENERAL 

The following are the principal sections of the Institute 
and departments of its work. 

Scientific and Technical Besearch Department: Investigations — 
The technical laboratories and 'workrooms of this 
Department were established in order to provide for the 
investigation of new or little-known raw materials from 
the Dominions, Colonies and India, and of known products 
from new sources, with a view to their utilisation in 
commerce. Materials investigated by the Department are 
in promising cases submitted to further technical trials 
by manufacturers and other experts, and finally are com- 
mercially valued. 

The work of this Department is chiefly initiated by 
the Home and Overseas Governments. Arrangements 
have also been made whereby British representatives in 
foreign countries may transmit to the Institute, for 
investigation, such raw materials of the countries to 
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which they are appointed as are likely to be of interest 
to British manufacturers and merchants. 

Special analyses and investigations are undertaken 
for firms or private persons in any part of the Empire 
on payment of appropriate charges. Application for 
such investigations should be made, in writing, to the 
Director. 

A Reference Sample Room is maintained in this 
Department, in which are arranged samples of the 
principal raw materials which have been investigated and 
valued commercially during recent years, and as to which 
full information can be supplied. A reference collection 
of standard raw materials of commerce is also available 
{or inspection. 

The Department works in co-operation with the 
Agricultural, Mines and other Technical Departments and 
Institutions in the Dominions, Colonies and India, whose 
operations it supplements by undertaking investigations 
and enquiries of a special scientific or technical character 
connected with agricultural or mineral development, as well 
as enquiries relating to the composition and commercial 
valuation of products (animal, vegetable or mineral) which 
can be more efficiently conducted at home in consultation 
with manufacturers and merchants, with a view to the 
local utilisation of these products or to their export. 

Mineral Surveys have been conducted in countries of 
which the mineral resources were little known. All 
minerals found that were likely to be of commercial im- 
portance were forw T arded to the Imperial Institute, w T here 
they were examined and their composition and commercial 
value ascertained. Reports on the results of mineral ex- 
ploration in Ceylon, Northern Nigeria, Southern Nigeria, 
and Nyasaland have been published (see p. 15). The work 
of the Imperial Institute on minerals is carried on with 
the advice of the Committee on Mineral Resources. 

. Technical Information Bureau : Intelligence.— This is a branch 
of the Scientific and Technical Research Department which 
has been formed to deal with the large and increasing 
number of enquiries received by the Imperial Institute 
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from manufacturers, merchants and others, throughout the 
Empire. The Bureau has devoted special attention to 
questions relating to the raw materials required for the 
industries of the Empire. It has supplied technical informa- 
tion to enquirers, dealing with various problems in con- 
nection with the supply and disposal of raw materials of 
all kinds. 


Public Exhibition Galleries.— The collections, illustrative 
of the present condition and industrial and commer- 
cial resources of the Dominions, Colonies and India, are 
arranged, together with other exhibits, on a geographical 
system in the public galleries of the Imperial Institute. 
The galleries are open free to the public, daily (except 
Sundays, Good Friday and Christmas Day), from io a.m. 
to 5 p.m. in summer, and from io a.m. to 4 p.m. in winter. 

The following Dominions, Colonies, Protectorates, etc., 
are represented by Collections, which are in charge of 
Technical Superintendents : 

Canada, Newfoundland ; Jamaica, Turks and Caicos 
Islands, British Honduras, British Guiana, Bahamas, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Barbados, Windward Islands, Lee- 
ward Islands, Bermuda; Falkland Islands; New South 
Wales, Victoria, Queensland, Tasmania, South Australia, 
Western Australia, Papua, Northern Territory; New 
Zealand and Samoa; Fiji, Western Pacific Islands; Union 
of South Africa, Rhodesia, Nyasaland, St. Helena; 
Gambia, Sierra Leone, Gold Coast, Nigeria and Cameroons ; 
Kenya Colony, Zanzibar and Pemba; Uganda; Somali- 
land; Egypt, Sudan; Malta; Cyprus; Ceylon; Hong 
Kong ; Mauritius ; Seychelles ; Straits Settlements, the 
Federated Malay States; North Borneo; and the Indian 
Empire. 

Besides the Collections in the Galleries, separate 
collections of products are maintained for special purposes 
in the Scientific and Technical Research Department, and 
for general reference a collection of standard commercial 
products has been arranged. 

Arrangements are made to conduct schools and edu- 
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cational institutions through the Galleries and to explain 
the exhibits. Guide-lecturers have been appointed to 
give demonstrations in the Galleries at stated times. 

Courses of instruction in certain specified subjects are 
given at the Imperial Institute to candidates selected by 
the Colonial Office for administrative appointments in East 
and West Africa. Instruction in these Courses in the 
subject of Tropical Economic Products is given by the 
staff of the Imperial Institute. 

At the Central Stand and Enquiry Office in the main 
gallery there are available, either for free distribution 
or for sale, handbooks, pamphlets, circulars-, etc., relating 
to the commerce, agriculture, mining, and other industries 
of the various countries of the Empire, and also to 
emigration. The publications of the Imperial Institute 
are also obtainable. Lists of all these publications are 
provided. 

Library and Map-room, — The library of the Imperial 
Institute contains a large collection of works of reference, 
and is regularly supplied with the more important official 
publications, and with many of the principal newspapers 
and periodicals of the United Kingdom, the Dominions, 
the Colonies, India and Foreign Countries. Special 
attention is given to publications relating to tropical 
agriculture and forestry, mineral resources, and the pro- 
duction and utilisation of raw materials. 

The map-room is provided with a large collection of 
recent maps of the Dominions, the Colonies and India. 

Conference Rooms. — These rooms, on the principal floor, 
are used fcr meetings and receptions. 


The Cowasjee Jehangier Hall— The Bhownaggree corridor 
and rooms in connection with the Cowasjee Jehangier Hall 
belong to the Indian Section of the Imperial Institute, 
whilst the Hall is available for lectures, meetings, etc. 
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Publications 

Bulletin of the Imperial Institute,— The Bulletin is pub- 
lished quarterly by Mr. John Murray, 5 oa, Albemarle 
Street, London, and may be purchased through any book- 
seller. It contains records of the principal investigations 
carried out at the Imperial Institute, and special articles 
chiefly relating to the industrial utilisation of raw mate- 
rials and progress in tropical agriculture and production. 


Handbooks to the Commercial Resources of the Tropics, The 

Secretary of State for the Colonies has authorised the 
preparation of a series of handbooks dealing with the Com- 
mercial Resources of the Tropics, with special reference 
to West Africa. The handbooks are edited by the Director 
of the Imperial Institute and published by Mr. John 
Murray. The volumes already issued, some of which 
are now in their second edition, are: The Agricultural 
and Forest Products oj British West AJrica , by Gerald 
C. Dudgeon, C.B.E., formerly Consulting Agriculturist 
and Director-General of Agriculture in Egypt, and 
Inspector of Agriculture for British West Africa; Cocoa: 
Its Cultivation and Preparation , by W. H. Johnson 
F.L.S., formerly Director of Agriculture in Southern 
Nigeria, Rubber: Its Sources , Cultivation and Preparation 
by Harold Brown, Scientific and Technical Department' 
Imperial Institute ; and Cotton and other Vegetable Fibres. ■ 
their Production and Utilisation, by Ernest Goulding D Sc 

fnstHute SC,entlfiC TeChn ' Cal De P ar tment, Imperial’ 

Monographs on Mineral Resources,— The Mineral Resources 
Committee of the Imperial Institute have arranged for the 

reSes^lr °\ * 7™ ° f mono ^s on mineral 
resources with special reference to the BritUb 

w ich at first were published in the Bulletin Th ^ 
intended to draw attention to Z lhese are 

^°““»Ud P wia f 
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minerals. The following monographs have been published : 
Zinc Ores, Manganese Ores, Tin Ores, Tungsten Ores, 
Molybdenum Ores, Chromium Ore, Platinum Metals, 
Copper Ores, Lead Ores, Mercury Ores, Silver Ores, 
Coal, Petroleum, Oil Shales, and Potash. Other mono- 
graphs are in course of preparation, dealing with aluminium, 
antimony, gold, cobalt, nickel, and vanadium. 

Map and Diagrams of Metal Resources. — A new and en- 
larged edition of this Map and Diagrams, prepared 
at the Imperial Institute with the advice of the Imperial 
Institute Committee on Mineral Resources, is now issued. 
The chief British countries of occurrence and production 
of the principal minerals are shown on the map. The 
diagrams give the outputs of these countries in relation to 
the production of other countries of the world. The metals 
dealt with are : gold, silver, platinum, copper, tin, lead, 
zinc, antimony, aluminium, bismuth, iron, manganese, 
chromium, nickel, tungsten, molybdenum, vanadium, and 
mercury. 

The map and diagrams can be obtained unmounted 
or mounted on rollers as a wall map. 

Mineral Survey Reports. — The following reports on the 
results of mineral surveys conducted in connection with 
the Scientific and Technical Department of the Imperial 
Institute have been published in the Miscellaneous Series 
of Colonial Reports : Ceylon (five reports), 1903-4, 1904-5, 
1905-6, 1906-8, 1909-10; Northern Nigeria (five reports), 
1904-5 (two), 1905-6, 1906-7, 1907-9; Southern Nigeria 
(nine reports), 1903-4 and 1904-5, 1905-6, 1906-7, 1907-8, 
1908-9, 1910, 1911, 1912, 1913; Nyasaland Protectorate (three 
reports), 1906-7, 1907-8, 1908-9. 

Reports of the Indian Trade Enquiry. — In 1916, the 
Secretary of State for India requested the Committee 
for India of the Institute to enquire into and report 
on the possibilities of extending the industrial and com- 
mercial utilisation of the principal Indian raw materials 
in this country and elsewhere in the Empire. Special 
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Committees were appointed to deal with the more 
important groups of Indian materials, to consider the 
results of investigations and enquiries already con- 
ducted at the Imperial Institute, and to obtain the 
views of leading merchants, manufacturers, and other 
users of the raw materials of India. A number of 
reports of these Committees have been published, viz. : 
Hides and Skins ; Oil Seeds; Rice ; Timbers and 
Paper Materials; Jute and Silk; Lac, Turpentine and 
Rosin ; and Cinchona Bark and Myrobalans . The reports 
contain important information and recommendations 
regarding the extension of the industrial and commercial 
utilisation of Indian raw materials, as well as statements 
on the general position of each commodity prepared at 
the Imperial Institute for the use of the Committees. 


Selected Reports from the Scientific and Technical Department,— 
These reports, which are issued in the Miscellaneous Series 
of Colonial Reports, contain a summary of the results of 
technical and commercial investigation of certain raw 
materials conducted in the Scientific and Technical Research 
Department of the Imperial Institute since 1903. Five of 
these Selected Reports have been published : Part I. 

Fibres (1909)) Part II. “Gums and Resins” (1909); 
Part III. “Foodstuffs" (1910); Part IV. “Rubber and 
Gutta Percha ’’ (1912); Part V. “Oilseeds, Oils, Fats and 
Waxes” (1914). A separate monograph on “Oil Seeds 
and Feeding Cakes" was published for general information 
during the war. It deals with the production and utilisation 
of copra, palm kernels, ground nuts, sesame seed, and 
tnowra seed, and the oils and feeding cakes obtained from 
t cm. A collection of earlier reports was printed in a 
volume of “Technical Reports and Scientific Papers” 
issued by the Imperial Institute in 1903. 


Organisations with Headquarters at the Institute 

Secdor*™ 1 * 1 k 88001311011 f ° r Tr0?iCal British 

^lf h °; eCt . ° f D this . Association, the Central 
w ich is in Paris, is to promote the scientific 
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and practical study of all questions connected with tropical 
agriculture, including the development and utilisation of 
natural resources, and to arrange for International Con- 
gresses. The British Section has its headquarters at the 
Imperial Institute. Members of the British Section receive 
the Bulletin of the Imperial Institute and are permitted 
to use the library and reading-rooms of the Imperial 
Institute. 

Empire Forestry Association. — This Association, which is 
working in conjunction with the Imperial Institute Advisory 
Committee on Timbers, has been provided with office 
accommodation at the Imperial Institute. 


Overseas Nursing Association. — An office has been allotted 
to this Association, the principal object of which is the 
selection of trained hospital and private nurses for service 
in the Crown Colonies and Dependencies. 

African Society.— This Society has its office at the 
Imperial Institute. 

Northbrook Society. — This Society has been allotted 
accommodation for a Library and Reading Room in the 
Indian Section of the Imperial Institute, entered by the 
East Public Entrance to the Exhibition Galleries and the 
Bhownaggree Corridor. 
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CONSTITUTION AND OBJECTS 

The Imperial Institute, founded on the initiative of King 
Edward VII., when Prince of Wales, as the Empire 
Memorial of the Jubilee of Queen Victoria in 1887, was a 
united effort of the people of the United Kingdom, of 
India and of the British countries overseas. From the 
contributions received from all parts of the Empire the 
building at South Kensington was erected and a capital 
sum invested as an Endowment Fund. 

The problem remained to provide adequately for the 
current expenditure needed to make the Institute a centre 
and clearing house for information and investigation for 
the commercial development of the natural resources of 
the Empire and the promotion of inter-imperial commerce 
and industry and of other incidental or supplementary 
objects. 

The first Corporation of the Imperial Institute, having 
been granted a Royal Charter, commenced various 
activities in order to carry out these purposes. The 
foundations of the Exhibition Galleries, of an Intelligence 
Department and a Journal were laid, and subsequently 
with the aid of additional contributions from public bodies 
in this country, including the Commissioners of the 
1851 Exhibition, and certain of the City Companies, an 
Investigation Department was initiated and research 
laboratories provided. The principal operations of the 
Corporation were, however, devoted to enlisting the 
financial support and interest of the general public in 
making the Institute a place of popular resort, and with 
this intention there was founded in connection with it 
what was to all intents and purposes a Club in which 
the usual social facilities were provided in the form of 
luncheon and dining rooms, concerts and periodical 
popular exhibitions at a small annual subscription from 
the Members. 

The income thus provided proved, however, to be in- 
sufficient to maintain these facilities and also to enable the 
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principal purposes for which the Institute was founded to 
be developed. 

The Corporation eventually decided to abandon the 
social side of the Institute, and to transfer to H.M. Govern- 
ment the building, the invested funds and the existing 
Departments of the Institute’s work to be developed for 
the chief purpose of making known ; and promoting the 
utilisation of the resources of the Empire and the other 
objects referred to in the Royal Charter. Accordingly, in 
1900 the building became the property of H.M. Govern- 
ment, by whom the western portion and galleries were 
leased to the Corporation, the greater part of the eastern 
and central portions being assigned, subject to certain 
rights of usage by the Imperial Institute, for occupation 
by the University ‘of London. 

Until the end of 1902 the Imperial Institute was managed 
by a Governing Body, of which H.R.H. the Prince of Wales 
(afterwards King Edward VII.) was the first President, who 
was succeeded by H.M. King George V., when Prince of 
Wales. There was also an Executive Council, including 
representatives of India and of the British Colonies and 
Dependencies. In July 1902 an Act of Parliament was 
passed transferring the management of the Imperial 
Institute to the Board of Trade, assisted by an Advisory 
Committee including representatives of the Dominions, 
Colonies and India, as well as of the Colonial and India 
Offices, the Board of Agriculture and the Board of 
Trade. 

In April 1916 the Imperial Institute (Management) Act 
was passed transferring the property and management 
of the Imperial Institute to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. The Act provides for the appointment of an 
Executive Council consisting of twenty-five members, 
nominated by the Board of Trade, the Secretary of 
State for India (two each), the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, the Government of India, the Governments 
of the several Dominions (one each), and the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies (fourteen). A list of the present 
members of the Council is given on pp. 24 and 25 
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and also of the various Committees which have been 
appointed (pp. 25-30). 

Since 1903, the operations of the Institute have 
been maintained and extended on the lines indicated 
above, and ail its available funds have been devoted 
to the principal purposes for which the Institute was 
founded. 

The principal work of the Imperial Institute is now 
chiefly concerned with the development of the commercial 
and industrial use of the raw materials of the Empire, both 
at home and in the other parts of the Empire, which are 
promoted by systematic methods with competent advice 
and assistance. 

The work is chiefly carried on in the three principal 
departments of the Institute relating to Investigation, 
Intelligence and Exhibition, the staff of which includes 
officers with special qualifications in the sciences of 
chemistry, botany, geology and mineralogy, and in certain 
branches of technology, in their relation to commerce and 
to the industrial utilisation of raw materials. Associated 
with this work are a number of Advisory Committees. Each 
of the Dominions and India has a Special Committee, 
including members with knowledge of the trade and in- 
dustries of these countries. These Committees review 
the work of the Institute for the countries concerned, and 
make suggestions regarding it. In addition there are 
several Technical Committees, including representatives 
of the trades or industries concerned with the more 
important groups of raw materials, such as timber, rubber, 
silk, and minerals, which deal with the results of the work 
of the Institute on these materials and suggest further 
subjects for investigation. These Committees also advise 
as to the steps required to make known the value of a 
given material to particular trades or industries. 

Besides these special Technical Committees, there is 
Jo a general Raw Materials Committee, nominated by 
he Association of British Chambers of Commerce, which 
includes members of the principal Chambers of Commerce. 
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This Committee is chiefly concerned in making known to 
the commercial community, through the Chambers of 
Commerce, results of investigations conducted at the 
Imperial Institute which, in the opinion of the Com- 
mittee, are of importance to trade and industry. This 
Committee is also the means of suggesting new subjects 
for investigation. 


SCOPE AND ORGANISATION OF WORK 

Investigations. — The Scientific and Technical Depart- 
ment is equipped with extensive laboratories and workshops 
for the investigation of raw materials, including problems 
relating to the uses for new materials or those concerned 
with extended uses of known materials. This Depart- 
ment has the advice of the Technical Committees already 
referred to, and is also in communication with merchants 
and manufacturers through whom large-scale trials are 
made of materials which investigations and preliminary 
trials at the Imperial Institute have indicated arc of prob- 
able value. The Department is also in communication 
with scientific and technical institutions at home and 
elsewhere in the Empire which are in a position to furnish 
special information or to undertake special technical and 
scientific research. 

The laboratory investigations, etc., conducted at the 
Imperial Institute are principally concerned with dis- 
covering the appropriate use for a particular material, and 
are usually limited to this purpose. This work involves 
not only chemical examination of the material but also 
in many cases small-scale technical trials, followed in 
promising instances by trials on a practical scale by 
manufacturers. The Institute also serves a useful purpose 
in undertaking more purely scientific investigations and 
researches which cannot be carried out overseas owing to 
the absence of the requisite staff and equipment and 
other facilities. 

It should also be observed that "this Department does 
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not desire to conduct investigations which can be as 
well or better conducted by institutions in the countries 
of origin overseas. It is ready to co-operate in work 
conducted in institutions in the Dominions, etc., and to 
undertake such investigations as can with advantage be 
conducted at the Imperial Institute, or those in which 
technical trials and special information are required which 
can best be afforded in communication with manu- 
facturers and others in this country. 

This Department is responsible each year for some 
hundreds of reports relating chiefly to the utilisation of 
mineral and vegetable raw materials which are made to 
the Governments of the countries concerned, or to the 
firms and individuals here and overseas which have 
requested them. 

Intelligence. — A branch of the Scientific and Technical 
Department, the Technical Information Bureau, has been 
formed for the double purpose of collecting and issuing 
information respecting the origin and uses of raw materials. 
Its business is to collect and critically review published 
information, and this information is utilised in the current 
work of the Scientific and Technical Department and also 
in answering the numerous enquiries which are addressed 
to the Institute from all parts of the world. This branch 
also assists in the collection of information which is 
printed in the quarterly Bulletin of the Imperial Institute, 
and in the preparation of the other publications issued by 
the Institute (see pp. 14-16). 

Exhibitions. — The Exhibition Galleries of the Imperial 
Institute, which constitute a permanent exhibition of the 
present position and chief resources of the countries com- 
posing the British Empire, have been recently reorganised, 
enlarged and extended with special reference to their use for 
educational and other purposes. The arrangement of the 
Galleries is geographical, each country having its own 
sectional space. Not only are the chief raw materials and 



SCOPE AND ORGANISATION OF WORK 


2 3 


industries of each country displayed and explained by 
descriptive labels, but the Court of each country contains 
maps, diagrams of production and trade, and photographs 
of leading cities, towns and scenes of industry and other 
objects of special interest* Their Majesties the King and 
Queen have taken great interest in these Collections and 
have presented many exhibits which are shown in the 
respective Courts. H.R.H. the Prince of Wales has lent 
for exhibition the Presents and Addresses received during 
his visits to Canada, Australasia, India and the East. 

This exhibition of the chief resources of each country 
of the Empire is open to the public without payment, 
and its value is enhanced by the attachment of a technical 
staff competent to supply full information regarding these 
resources, including that relating to their industrial uses. 

These Collections are of importance, not only in 
connection with the work of investigation and intelligence 
carried out at the Imperial Institute and for commer- 
cial purposes, among which is the supply of samples 
required for trade or industrial trial, but they are also 
of special importance to the teaching of the commercial 
geography of the Empire in the public schools and other 
institutions in this country. In this connection and for 
the purpose of providing the general information required 
by the public, Guide Lecturers have been appointed who 
at stated times explain the nature and significance of 
the exhibits of each country to parties from schools or 
of the general public. 

It is hoped, with the co-operation of the Dominions 
and the other countries of the Empire, to maintain and 
extend these Collections to serve this important public 
educational purpose, in addition to being a means of 
attracting attention to the resources of the Empire 1 and 
the opportunities they present for development. 
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Committees for the Dominions 

Committee for Canada 

The High Commissioner for Canada {Chairman). 

J. G. Colmer, Esq., C.M.G., formerly Secretary to the High 
Commissioner’s Office. 

Sir R. M. Kindersley, G.B.E., Governor, Hudson’s Bay Company. 

J. H. Plummer, Esq., Chairman, Dominion Steel Corporation. 

Sir Keith Price, Messrs. Price & Pierce. 


Committee for Australia 
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D. O. Malcolm, Esq., British South Africa Company. 

C. W. S. Maude, Esq., British South Africa Company. 

William Mosenthal, Esq., Messrs. Mosenthal, Sons & Co. 

William S. Soper, Esq., M.A., Messrs. Davis & Soper, Ltd. 
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Committee for India 

Sir Harvey Adamson, K.C.S.I., LL.D. (Chairman). 
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Mineral Resources Committee 

Admiral Sir Edmond Slade, K.C.I.E., K.C.V.O. {Nominated by 
the Admiralty) ( Vice-Chairman ), 

J. Gray Buchanan, Esq. (Nominated by the London Chamber of 
Commerce). 
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Percy Rosling, Esq., Henley’s 
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Prof. J. B. Farmer, M.A., D.Sc., F.R.S. 
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J. A. Nelson, Esq., B.Sc., Imperial Institute (Secretary). 


Alexander Johnston, Esq. 
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Silk Production Committee 

Sir Frank Warner , 1 K.B.E., Messrs. Warner & Sons, Vice-President, 
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Sir Henry Birchenough, Bart., K.C.M.G. 
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Silk Association. 
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1 Nominated by the Silk Association o ( Great Britain and Inlana. 
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Timbers Committee 
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J. P. Fraser, Esq. 
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the Institute 
of Builders). 

(Nominated by the 
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ment Parliamentary Committee. 
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Manutactuiers). 

Wyndham R. Dunstan, Esq., C.M.G., LL.D., F.R.S. 

Dr. S. E. Chandler, Imperial Institute (Secretary). 


[In addition to the Committees in which their names are included, 
the Chairman of the Executive Council and the Director of the 
Imperial Institute are ex-officio Members of all Committees.] 
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OPERATIONS OF DEPARTMENTS AND COMMITTEES 


The following report gives a general account of the 
operations of the Institute and a brief description of the 
more important work of the year 1922 and references 
to other work of importance concluded in the previous 
two years. The report is arranged under the following 
heads : Investigations (Scientific and Technical Research 
Department) ; Intelligence (Technical Information 
Bureau); Technical Advisory Committees; Public 
Exhibition Galleries ; Library and Map-room ; and 
Publications. 


The total number of reports, etc,, on investigations 
and enquiries in 1922 was 1,334. Of these, 265 were 
official and 1,069 unofficial. 

The subjects of these reports may be grouped as 
follows : 


Fibres (including Cotton and Silk) 
Paper-making materials . 

Timbers .... 

Oils and Oilseeds . 

Essential Oils 
Foodstuffs and Fodders . 

Tobacco .... 

Rubber, Gutta-percha and Balata 
Gums and Resins . 

Tanning and Dyeing Materials 
Drugs and Poisonous Plants , 
Minerals 

Industrial processes, etc. 

Tropical Agriculture 
Miscellaneous. , 


Total , 


. 192 

26 

• 63 

• 225 

32 

. 126 

• 19 

• 23 

• 2 3 

. 20 

■ 48 

. 206 

• 5i 

- 242 
. 13S 

• C334 


VL6TIGATIONS (SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL 
RESEARCH DEPARTMENT) 

Instiiftl arge maJ ,° rity " f the inves ‘>gations at the Imperial 

.nfSrrr in response to requests f ° r 

aualTv ln^ n 3 T materia1 ' its “"^position and 
newer lriekno y ™ ‘° the P ur P°ses {oT which 
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As a rule, in order to answer such questions, laboratory 
investigation in the first place is necessary to determine 
composition and quality. This investigation is conducted 
by experts, who, besides being competent for this work, 
also have the requisite knowledge and experience to 
suggest uses to which the material might be applied, and 
to conduct such preliminary trials as are needed to sub- 
stantiate the value for the purpose in view, and also 
later to supply the necessary information to appropriate 
manufacturers in order that, if need be, a large-scale trial 
of the material may be made. 

The Imperial Institute is the only institution which 
has a staff specially trained to conduct this class of work, 
which differs from that conducted at universities or 
colleges. 

If such work is to be successful, the methods must be 
scientific, but the atmosphere and outlook of the workers 
must be commercial. Most of this work comes from the 
countries of production, and in any effort that is to be 
made to produce a given material on a large scale, it is 
necessary that the production and quality of that and 
similar materials in other countries should be known and 
taken into consideration in any recommendations that 
may be made. 

This knowledge of the places and modes of production 
and of the quality of the chief raw materials of commerce 
is possessed by the staff of the Imperial Institute, and is 
utilised not merely in investigations of the kind described, 
but also in affording information as to the method of 
preparing materials for the market, and indicating any 
defects in preparation shown by samples submitted for 
report from overseas. In this connection it should be men- 
tioned that besides possessing a staff specially trained and 
experienced for such work, it is now recognised by enquirers, 
whether official or unofficial, that the information given 
and any action suggested by the Institute is disinterested 
and free from any commercial or financial association with 
any similar or conflicting interests. 

The work as actually carried out is in the hands of 
groups of skilled workers who do not deal with all raw 
materials, but are constituted into groups of specialists 
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in given materials, such as drugs, tanning materials, 
fibres, timbers, minerals, etc., there being different officers 
at work on each different group of materials, and engaged 
not merely in the laboratory work, but in the study of 
production of such materials throughout the world and of 
their principal uses. 

Such work, if properly organised and restricted to the 
main purpose in view, is well within the competence of 
a staff of moderate dimensions, and leaves open a large 
field for further investigation and research from the more 
purely scientific standpoint. 

It will be convenient in reviewing this important section 
of the work to deal separately with the principal groups 
of raw materials, indicating under each subject the 
countries for which investigations and enquiries have 
been carried out and giving a few typical illustrations 
of the work. 

The materials are treated in the following order : 
Minerals ; Fibres ; Paper-making Materials ; Timbers ; 
Oilseeds, Oils and Waxes; Essential Oils (Perfumes, etc.) ; 
Foodstuffs and Fodders ; Tobacco ; Rubber ; Gums and 
Resins ; Tanning Materials ; Drugs and Poisonous Plants ; 
and Miscellaneous Products. 

Minerals 

Numerous minerals of various kinds from the following 
sources were received and reported on : Aden, Australia, 
British Guiana, Canada, Ceylon. Cyprus, Egypt, Falkland 
Islands, Fiji, Gambia, Gold Coast, India, Kenya, Malta, 
Mauritius, Mesopotamia, Newfoundland, New Zealand, 
Nigeria, Nyasaland, Rhodesia, St. Helena, Seychelles, 
Sierra Leone, Somaliland, South Africa, Straits Settlements, 
Uganda, West Indies, Zanzibar. 

Brick - and Tile-making Materials . — Considerable in- 
terest has been taken recently in East and West Africa in 
the local production of roofing tiles to take the place of 
corrugated iron, and of bricks for general building purposes. 
In this connection a number of clays have been received at 
the Imperial Institute from Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Uganda, 
Kenya and Mauritius, and technical trials have been 
carried out in order to determine the most suitable materials 
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for use and the best conditions of working. The results 
have shown that in all cases certain of the clays would be 
suitable for the manufacture of bricks and tiles, and full 
reports have been furnished to the Colony concerned, 
together with specimen bricks and tiles made at the 
Imperial Institute under the conditions recommended for 
adoption. 

Special interest attaches to the results obtained with 
diatomite containing a certain proportion of clay, of 
which there are extensive deposits in Kenya not at present 
worked. This material furnished strong tiles which are 
much lighter than ordinary roofing tiles and would there- 
fore be specially useful in many cases. The porosity of 
these tiles is rather high, but experiments indicated that, 
in practice, rain would not pass through them to any 
large extent. It might, however, be found desirable to 
glaze the upper surfaces, and further trials at the Imperial 
Institute showed that a satisfactory glaze could be applied 
to the tiles. 

The question as to the best method of improving the 
quality of bricks and tiles made at Ebute Metta, Nigeria, 
was referred to the Imperial Institute by the Government, 
and as the result of technical trials recommendations 
were made which should lead to the production of bricks 
and tiles of good quality. 

Specimens of clay and sand from Uganda were found 
to be suitable for the production of roofing tiles of good 
quality. 

Fifteen clays for brick making were received from Sierra 
Leone, but technical trials showed that only one of them 
would be suitable for making bricks of satisfactory quality. 

A specimen of clay from Mauritius was found on tech- 
nical trial to be very suitable for the manufacture of strong 
bricks, whilst a second sample would only furnish soft 
bricks or “ rubbers." 

Cement-making Materials . — Owing to the high price 
of European cement and the cost of its shipment abroad, 
considerable attention has been given to the possibility 
of producing cement from materials available locally in 
certain British Colonies and Protectorates, particularly 
in Kenya, Nyasaland, Fiji, Nigeria and Ceylon, 
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Analyses and technical trials made at the Imperial 
Institute have shown that certain limestones and shales 
available in quantity in Kenya are well adapted for the 
production of good-quality Portland cement, whilst other 
limestones could be burnt at a low cost to give hydraulic 
lime. 

Similar trials with a large number of samples from 
Nyasaland demonstrated that some of these raw materials 
were suitable for the production of Portland cement, 
natural cement and hydraulic lime. In this case cements 
were made experimentally at the Imperial Institute from 
the most promising materials and were found to be of 
good quality. 

The examination of a series of limestones and clays 
from Ceylon has shown that materials suitable for the 
manufacture of Portland cement exist in quantity in the 
island. 

Under the regulations of the Argentine Government, 
cement imported into that country must be accompanied 
by a certificate of quality issued by a laboratory recognised 
for that purpose by the Government of the country of 
origin. H.M. Government has appointed the cement-test- 
ing laboratory of the Imperial Institute to act as the 
authority for the issue of certificates in this country, 

Kaolins and Pottery Clays.— A number of kaolins and 
pottery clays have been received from Australia, South 
Africa and Kenya and submitted to analyses and technical 
trials at the Imperial Institute. A clay from Bendigo, 
Victoria, was found to be suitable for the production of 
white pottery and stoneware, and could also be used for 
refractory bricks. A clay from South Africa could be 
utilised for making porous pottery, tiles, sanitary ware 


The results of the examination of the clay which occurs 
below the baimte deposits in British Guiana showed that 
it would be suitable for the production of refractory fire- 
bricks of good quality. 

Mineral* cT ^ 'T' Mantles.—’ The operations of the 
the rL S T V r y 05 Cey 0n fp - 222) ’ which was arranged by 

ShTST" 46 ’ led t0 the dis — y in the w» d of 

deposits of monazite sand and other similar minerals 
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of value for the manufacture of gas mantles. The sand 
was investigated at the Imperial Institute and subse- 
quently the Government of Ceylon made arrangements for 
working the deposits, the necessary plant being selected by 
the Institute. A number of samples of the concentrated 
monazite sand produced at the Government works have 
been examined in connection with the sale of the material 
in the United Kingdom, which has been arranged in 
consultation with the Imperial Institute. The results 
show that Ceylon refined sand is of high grade. Experi- 
ments have also been in progress at the Imperial Institute 
with a view to increasing the proportion of monazite 
recovered from the crude sand. 

The examination of monazite from an unworked de- 
posit in Travancore, Southern India, in comparison with 
other specimens from the same State, indicated that the 
percentage of thoria in the monazite from that State may 
vary considerably with the locality. 

Radio-active Minerals . — Pitchblende from Canada has 
been examined. It is probable that the proportion 
of the mineral usually present in the deposits will be 
insufficient to render their exploitation commercially 
possible. 

Titanium Pigment . — The introduction of titanium 
dioxide as a pigment to replace white lead has caused 
numerous enquiries to be received as to supplies of ilmenite, 
the mineral from which the titanium dioxide is extracted. 
The question of utilising in this connection the ilmenite 
obtained as a by-product in concentrating monazite sand 
in Ceylon is under consideration. Sources of ilmenite 
in Canada and other countries are being investigated, 
and the iron sand of New Zealand is being examined as 
a source of titanium. 


Fibres 

A large number of fibres of various kinds have been 
received for investigation as to their properties and uses 
from the following countries, and have been reported on : 
Australia, Canada, Ceylon, Cyprus, Egypt, Federated 
Malay States, Gambia, Gold Coast, Hong Kong, India, 
Kenya, Mesopotamia, New Zealand, Nigeria, North Borneo, 
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Nyasaland, Rhodesia, St. Helena, Samoa, Seychelles, 
Sierra Leone, South Africa, Straits Settlements, Sudan, 
Uganda, West Indies. 

Manila Hemp , — A number of consignments of Manila 
hemp received in this country were found to contain a 
large proportion of very weak, discoloured fibre, which 
caused serious loss to rope-makers and shippers, as such 
fibre is almost valueless for industrial purposes. The 
Imperial Institute was consulted in this connection by 
fibre merchants with the request that the causes of the 
defect should be made the subject of investigation. 

The results of a detailed examination of samples of 
the damaged fibre indicated that they had been affected 
by a process of fermentation, caused by prolonged storage 
under moist conditions at a tropical temperature, and 
this view was confirmed by keeping good Manila hemp 
for some weeks under similar conditions in the laboratories 
of the Institute, when it showed similar deterioration. In 
order to avoid such deterioration in Manila hemp it is 
evident that greater care should be exercised in the 
Philippines to ensure that the fibre is thoroughly dry before 
being stored or baled. 

The above conclusions have now received support 
from the experts of the Philippine Bureau of Agriculture 
and the Bureau of Science in Washington, who state 
that large quantities of Manila hemp of the grade which 
showed the greatest deterioration had been stored in the 
Philippines under conditions which would be very favour- 
able to bacterial fermentation. 

Flax, The abnormal conditions created by the war 
occasioned a serious deficiency in the supply of flax 
from Russia and other European countries, and the 
Institute has therefore devoted considerable attention to 
the possibilities of the commercial production of this fibre 
within the Empire, 

In connection with the efforts which are being made in 
Cy p ru s to improve the quality of flax produced in the 
island and to extend the cultivation of the crop, several 
samples of the fibre have been received at the Imperial 
Institute for examination and valuation. The flax was 
o promising quality, but was rather short and had not 
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been properly scutched. It was pointed out in the report 
that such flax if better prepared would be readily saleable 
in the United Kingdom, but that in order to realise 
good prices the fibre should be of greater length and 
that efforts should therefore be made to obtain taller 
plants. 

Subsequently three further samples were received 
which had been much better prepared. One of these, 
obtained by a special process, had been more satisfactorily 
scutched than the others and was also somewhat superior 
to them in strength. In all these cases the fibre was only 
of about the same length as the earlier specimen, but, 
in spite of this, such flax if well prepared and scutched 
would be readily saleable in the United Kingdom at 
good prices. 

Flax from Kenya, Mesopotamia, South Africa and 
Uganda was also examined. 

Sisal Hemp * — The experimental cultivation of Sisal 
hemp is being carried out in a number of countries and 
fibre produced in Cyprus, Egypt, Nigeria, Rhodesia, 
Sierra Leone, and South Africa has been examined at the 
Institute and reports furnished on its characters and com- 
mercial value. In most cases the fibre was of good quality 
and similar materials would be readily saleable in this 
country. That received from Sierra Leone was noteworthy 
on account of its exceptional length. 

Samples of fibre and tow from Kenya, where Sisal 
growing is an important industry, have also been examined 
and information supplied as to the quality of the different 
specimens of fibre and as to the type of tow required by 
spinners in the United Kingdom. 

Cotton . — Cotton has been grown in Mesopotamia to 
some extent from very ancient times and is now cultivated 
by the Arabs in small quantities along the banks of both 
the Tigris and Euphrates for local use. Experiments were 
recently undertaken with a view to introducing a better 
type of cotton, and a number of forms, including American 
Upland, Egyptian and selected Indian varieties, have been 
grown. Samples of the different cottons produced in these 
experiments were examined at the Imperial Institute and 
found to be, on the whole, of good quality, the values of 
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the Egyptian cottons being in advance of those of the 
corresponding grades grown in Egypt, whilst the American 
and Indian types were in general well above the “ good 
middling 5 * American grade. All these cottons were greatly 
superior to that grown by the Arabs. Further samples 
received from the Director of Agriculture are now under 
investigation. 

It was demonstrated during the German occupation 
that cotton of good quality can be produced in Tanganyika 
Territory, and recent investigations of the local conditions 
have indicated that cotton could be established as the 
leading economic crop of the country. A series of twenty- 
six cottons from different districts of Tanganyika, for- 
warded by the Director of Agriculture, has been examined 
at the Imperial Institute. Some of them proved to be 
irregular in strength and length, but it would be possible 
to improve them by seed selection, and there seems no 
doubt that if certain of the forms examined were submitted 
to selection experiments and careful cultivation, a 
valuable type of cotton could be established well suited to 
the requirements of the Lancashire market. 

Cottons from Australia, Ceylon, Egypt, Gambia, India, 
Kenya, Nigeria, Nyasaland, Rhodesia, St. Helena, Sierra 
Leone, Uganda and the West Indies were also examined. 

Silk-coltons (F losses ), —In many plants the fruits bear 
a mass of silky hairs, which in some cases have important 
industrial applications. Kapok, the most valuable fibre 
of this class and largely used as a stuffing material in 
upholstery, is exported mainly from Java. Specimens of 
the fibre from a number of colonies, including Ceylon, 
Gambia, Gold Coast, North Borneo, Samoa and Sudan, 
have been examined at the Institute in order to ascertain 
their value in comparison with the commercial product. 
In several cases the kapok examined was of good quality 
and would be readily saleable in this country if exported 
in commercial quantity. 

Indian kapok, produced by a tree different from that 
yielding Java kapok, has been fully investigated at the 
Institute and has been proved to be suitable for use in 

^[ e ’ sav * n & a Ppfi an ces. As a result of this work the 
oar o Trade sanctioned the use of Indian kapok for 
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this purpose under certain conditions in place of Java 
kapok, which was previously the only kind allowed. 

Flosses obtained from several other plants from Egypt, 
India, Kenya, Rhodesia, South Africa and Uganda have 
been examined, but these as a rule have proved to be 
much less valuable than kapok. 

Silk . — The principal investigations relating to silk 
are dealt with in the section on the work of the Silk Pro- 
duction Committee of the Institute (see p. 82). In this 
connection specimens of silk cocoons from Australia, Egypt, 
Hong Kong, India, Nigeria and the Sudan have been 
examined in the laboratories in order to determine the 
physical characters of the fibre, and have then been 
submitted to the Committee for their opinion as to 
the commercial possibilities. 

Hat-making Materials . — The Imperial Institute has for 
some time been investigating the possibility of obtaining 
within the Empire supplies of raw materials suitable for 
use by British hat-makers, and a considerable number of 
samples of straw and plaits have been procured for exami- 
nation from various countries, including Gambia, Gold 
Coast, Nigeria, South Africa, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Grenada, Antigua and Seychelles. Much interest has 
been taken by the Raw Materials Committee in this 
enquiry. 

Hats and plaits made in Seychelles from various 
materials which grow in the islands were very favourably 
reported on by trade experts in Luton and in London, and 
a trial lot of selected plaits was subsequently obtained 
for a manufacturer. A small trial order for plait of a 
particular pattern has also been obtained from Australia 
and forwarded to the Colony. A conference was also 
arranged by the Imperial Institute at which the Governor 
of the Seychelles met representatives of the Luton Chamber 
of Commerce, and the possible commercial developmonts 
were discussed. The question as to whether a market 
can be created for the Seychelles plaits has been found 
to depend largely upon whether these can compete with 
materials available at low prices from other sources, and 
whether the plaits can be produced in sufficiently large and 
regular quantities. 
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Paper-makin g M aterials 

Considerable attention has been given at the Imperial 
Institute to the possible utilisation for paper making of 
various materials which occur abundantly in different 
parts of the Empire. Materials from the following coun- 
tries have been received and reported on : Australia, 
Bahamas, Ceylon, Egypt, Gambia, Gold Coast, India, 
Kenya, Mesopotamia, New Zealand, Nigeria, Nyasaland, 
Rhodesia, St. Helena, Sierra Leone, Tanganyika, Uganda. 

Waste Wood , — As the result of a suggestion made by 
the Imperial Institute to the New Zealand Government 
that the large quantities of waste wood which are available 
in the Dominion might be utilised for paper manufacture 
or other purposes, specimens of eight timbers, including 
species of beech and pine, were forwarded for investigation. 
The results showed that all the woods gave satisfactory 
yields of pulp and that certain of them would be eminently 
suitable for the manufacture of paper-pulp in New 
Zealand, 

It was pointed out, however, that before the manufac- 
ture of pulp from the woods could be undertaken on a 
commercial scale there are certain factors which would 
need careful investigation, such as the quantities regularly 
available, the price at which the waste wood could be 
delivered at the pulping mill, the selection of a suitable 
site for the mill and the cost of erecting and equipping 
the mill, as well as the cost of fuel and chemicals, superinten- 
dence and labour. It is understood that these questions 
are now being investigated in New Zealand by the State 
Forest Service. 

Cotton Stalks . — The possibility of utilising the stalks 
left after the cotton crop has been harvested has been 
investigated with Indian samples from the Central Pro- 
vinces and the Punjab. It was found that the stalks 
furnish pulp of fair quality, which can be bleached, but 
that the yields are rather low. The results were sufficiently 
promising to justify further consideration, and in view of 
the importance to the cotton -growing industry of the 
question of the profitable utilisation of this waste material, 
it has been suggested that large-scale trials should be 
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carried out, preferably at paper-mills in India, with cotton 
stalks, both alone and also in admixture with other 
materials. 

Bamboo . — Investigations carried out at the Imperial 
Institute have shown that the bamboos which cover 
extensive areas in Kenya Colony furnish paper-pulp of 
good quality, which can be readily bleached and yields a 
strong white paper. Arrangements w T ere subsequently 
made with a firm of paper manufacturers for a practical 
trial to be carried out at their paper-mill with a consignment 
of the bamboos. This trial gave very satisfactory results, 
confirming those of the laboratory investigation. 

The Government of the Colony are now prepared to 
issue licences for the working of two large areas of bamboo 
forest, one of which is capable of yielding about 40,000 tons 
of paper pulp annually, whilst the other could furnish 
about half this quantity. 

Neoboutonia Wood . — Another possible paper-making 
material from Kenya which has been investigated at 
the Imperial Institute and afterwards submitted to 
manufacturing trial is the wood of Neoboutonia macro- 
calyx, a tree which is extremely abundant in certain parts 
of East Africa. The timber, owing to its “ woolly ” 
nature, is unsuitable for use in building and joinery, and 
it was therefore examined in order to determine its suita- 
bility for paper-making. The results were satisfactory, 
but the fibre was rather short, and it was suggested that 
before recommending the wood for the manufacture of 
pulp and paper it would be desirable for a large-scale trial 
to be made at a paper-mill. A consignment of 40 logs, 
weighing in all about tons, was subsequently received 
at the Imperial Institute and arrangements were made 
with a firm of paper -makers to carry out the trial. The 
results indicated that owing to the shortness of the ultimate 
fibres Neoboutonia wood would not be suitable alone for 
the manufacture of printing paper of good quality and 
strength, but that the pulp would be useful for mixing 
with longer-fibred materials. It was suggested that the 
pulp could be utilised in admixture with pulp from bamboo, 
as the latter is composed of fibres of about twice the length 
of those of the Neoboutonia pulp. 
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Grasses . — There are a number of tall grasses, grow- 
ing abundantly over large areas in Nigeria, which it 
was thought might be of value for paper-making. Ten 
different species of these grasses were accordingly ex- 
amined at the Imperial Institute to determine their 
suitability for the manufacture of pulp and paper. On 
the whole, very satisfactory results were obtained, showing 
that the grasses give large yields of pulp and that the pulps 
have good felting properties and are capable of producing 
strong papers of good quality. The pulps resemble that 
of esparto grass, but the ultimate fibres are rather shorter. 
In most cases they bleach easily, and they would all be 
suitable for the production of good-class writing-papers. 

A sample of elephant grass from Nigeria was also 
examined and gave satisfactory results, the yield of pulp 
being equal to that given by elephant grass from other 
sources. 

The shipment of these grasses from Nigeria would not 
be remunerative, but it would be worth while to consider 
the possibility of utilising them locally for the preparation 
of paper-pulp for export. 


Timbers 

A considerable number of timbers have been examined 
recently from the following countries : British Honduras, 
Ceylon, Cyprus, India, Kenya, New Zealand, Nigeria, 
Rhodesia, Sierra Leone. 

The work on timbers is carried out in close association 
with the Timbers Committee, and a number of important 
investigations are referred to in the section relating to the 
operations of that Committee (see p. 88). The following 
account gives a summary of some other investigations on 
timbers, 

Iroko Wood . — The results of the examination at the 
Imperial Institute of two distinct specimens of Iroko wood 
from Nigeria showed that there were no marked differences 
between them in transverse bending strength and com- 
pression along the grain, but that in compression across 
the grain and shearing along the grain one of them gave 
much better results than the other. The weights per 
cubic foot also differed considerably. 
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The figures obtained at the Institute, in conjunction 
with the corresponding figures recorded for two specimens 
of Iroko which were examined by the Admiralty, illustrate 
the extent of the variation in physical strength that may 
occur in different specimens of this wood, 

British Honduras Timbers . — Four timbers from British 
Honduras were forwarded to the Imperial Institute by 
the Forestry Officer in the Colony in order that they 
might be submitted to mechanical tests and their possible 
uses ascertained. The examination has now been com- 
pleted and the question of their commercial uses and value 
is under consideration. 

Ceylon T imbers. — Three woods from Ceylon, which were 
suggested as substitutes for boxwood, were found to be 
distinctly inferior to true boxwood, but it seemed probable 
that one of them, “ Wira ” wood, could be utilised for 
the production of cheap articles. Further trials /were 
accordingly made with this wood by users of boxwood, 
and as a result an order has now been obtained from a 
firm in this country for a trial consignment. 

A specimen of true mahogany grown experimentally 
in Ceylon was of particularly fine quality, although inclined 
to be “ knotty/' No difficulty will be experienced in 
finding a market here for such wood as soon as supplies 
arc available in Ceylon. 

Indian Spruce for Matches . — At the request of the 
Forest Department of the Punjab the Imperial Institute 
has been considering the possibility of the large forests 
of Himalayan spruce ( Picea Morinda) being utilised for 
match-making. It was suggested by the Forest Depart- 
ment that factories might be established in Northern 
India with the assistance of British capital and control, 
or alternatively that the wood or the prepared splints 
might be exported for match manufacture in other 
countries. 

The results of this enquiry and of practical trials 
indicate that the spruce compares unfavourably in some 
respects with the woods used for match-making in this 
country. It might, however, be possible to utilise the 
wood for the purpose in India, and this aspect of the 
question is being further considered. The Indian market 
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is very extensive, over ten million gross of boxes of matches 
being imported annually, principally from Japan, which 
has captured the trade from Sweden and Norway. 

Musanga Wood . — Specimens of this wood, which is 
stated to be abundant throughout West Africa, were 
forwarded to the Imperial Institute from both Sierra Leone 
and Nigeria with the suggestion that on account of its 
lightness it might be suitable for the manufacture of 
artificial limbs. 

The results of experiments at the Imperial Institute 
indicated that the wood, owing to its short grain, could 
not be used for artificial limbs, and this conclusion was 
confirmed by trials by manufacturers and by the Ministry 
of Pensions. It might, however, be employed for the 
manufacture of toys and certain small articles, but it is 
doubtful whether there would be any special demand for 
Musanga wood in the United Kingdom for such purposes. 

The wood appeared more promising as a source of 
paper, and the results of trials made at the Imperial 
Institute showed that it could be utilised for this purpose. 
It would probably not be remunerative to ship the wood 
to this country for paper-making, but it might be used in 
West Africa for the manufacture of pulp for export if a 
mill were established. 

Oilseeds , Oils and Waxes 

A large number of these products were reported on 
from the following countries : Australia, Ceylon, Cyprus, 
Gambia, Gold Coast, India, Kenya, Malta, New Zealand' 
Nigeria, North Borneo, Rhodesia, South Africa, Sudan] 
Uganda, West Indies, Zanzibar, 

Beeswax , Some years ago the Imperial Institute 
drew the attention of the Government of India to state- 
ments made by importers in this country that Indian 
beeswax is extensively adulterated in India (mostly with 
paraffin wax) and that this procedure constituted a 
serious menace to the Indian trade. It appeared probable, 
however, that the constants of genuine unadulterated 
Indian beeswax had not been properly established, and, 
at the suggestion of the Imperial Institute, a comprehen- 
sive series of authentic waxes (in the form of comb and 
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not after being melted by native collectors) from different 
districts and from the different species of bees common in 
India was collected and forwarded to the Institute for 
examination. It is evident from the results of the chemi- 
cal and physical tests that Indian beeswax differs con- 
siderably in its constants from the wax from most other 
countries, and that the tests generally used for detecting 
the presence of paraffin wax in beeswax are of little value 
when applied to Indian beeswax. In view of the consider- 
able interest attaching to these investigations a detailed 
account of the work done at the Imperial Institute has 
been published in one of the technical journals in order 
that the information may be available to analysts and 
others. 

Kisidwe Nuts . — These nuts are exhibited in the Public 
Exhibition Galleries as a product of the Gold Coast. It 
seemed probable from an inspection of the seeds that they 
might be of value as a source of oil, and as no record of 
any previous examination could be found, they were 
investigated. The dry kernels of the seeds contain about 
73 per cent, of a hard, white fat, which could probably be 
used for edible purposes and in any case could be utilised 
for soap making. The residual meal has an astringent 
bitter taste and could therefore not be employed as a 
feeding stuff. In view of the high percentage of fat, 
however, the kernels should realise a good price irre- 
spective of the residual meal. 

Perilla Seed , — In view of representations made to the 
Imperial Institute by British manufacturers, through the 
Raw Materials Committee, as to the desirability of in- 
creasing the supplies of drying oils, it was considered that 
the cultivation of Perilla seed might be advantageously 
encouraged in British possessions. At present this seed 
is only produced on a commercial scale in China and Japan, 
the extraction of oil from the seed being carried on chiefly 
in Japan. The plant is, however, indigenous in certain 
districts of India, and the Imperial Institute suggested 
to the Director of the Botanical Survey of India that its 
cultivation might be extended with a view to an export 
trade. As a result of this suggestion samples of Perilla 
seed produced in the Khasia Hills, the Naga Hills and 
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Manipur were forwarded for examination. The samples 
were found to be of good quality and to give satisfactory 
yields of oil, which is suitable for use in paint and varnish 
making and for other purposes where a drying oil is 
required. The value of the seeds and oil depends on 
the current price of linseed oil. 

A supply of Perilla seed was obtained from Japan 
by the Imperial Institute, and this has been distributed 
to Kenya, Tanganyika, South Africa, Rhodesia and Cyprus 
for trial cultivation. These experiments are still in 
progress. Perilla seed grown experimentally in Cyprus 
has been received at the Imperial Institute and found to 
be of good quality. 

Kapok Seed . — In connection with an investigation 
carried out at the Imperial Institute on the commercial 
value and uses of Indian kapok {Bombax malabaricum ), it 
became of interest to ascertain whether the seeds obtained 
in the preparation of the floss could be utilised as a source 
of oil as in the case of the true kapok of Java. Examina- 
tion of seed sent from India at the request of the Institute, 
indicated that in certain respects the oil is of rather better 
quality than that obtained from Java kapok seed. The 
Indian seed, if produced in commercial quantity, should 
find a ready market in this country at prices equal to 
or slightly above those realised by ordinary commercial 
kapok seed. 

Seed of an African kapok ( Bombax sp.) from the Gambia 
was found to contain a similar oil to that yielded by the 
Indian kapok seed and would also be readily saleable in 
this country. 

Chinese Wood Oil .— Action has also been taken by 
the Imperial Institute, on the suggestion of the Raw Mate- 
rials Committee, to determine whether the trees yielding 
Chinese wood oil (Tung oil) can be successfully grown in 
British countries. The oil is at present obtained almost 
entirely from China, and further supplies would be wel- 
comed by paint and varnish manufacturers. On the 
recommendation of the Imperial Institute, experiments 
on the cultivation of the trees are now in progress in 
India, Ceylon, Malaya, Kenya, Tanganyika and South 
Africa, 
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Essential Oils ( Perfumes , etc.) 

Essential oils, or products yielding such oils, were 
received from the following countries and were investi- 
gated : Australia, Cyprus, Gold Coast, India, Kenya, 
Seychelles, South Africa, Sudan. 

Essential Oils from Seychelles. — During recent years 
much attention has been devoted in Seychelles to the 
production of essential oils, and the Imperial Institute 
has been consulted from time to time regarding the quality 
and commercial value of the products. The principal 
Seychelles oils examined recently were patchouli oil, 
cinnamon-leaf oil, and Ocimnm viride oil. The patchouli 
oil was of fairly good quality and resembled the Singapore 
oil. The cinnamon-leaf oils contained a high percentage 
of eugenol and compared very favourably with the Ceylon 
oil. The oil of Ocimum viride is of value owing to the 
presence in it of a large percentage of thymol, and the 
Imperial Institute has repeatedly pointed out the possi- 
bilities offered by this plant for the production of thymol 
on a commercial scale. 

The attention of several essential oil merchants was 
drawn to these oils by the Institute and the names of 
those prepared to purchase consignments were forwarded 
to Seychelles. 

Indian Essential Oils. — Thymol, the valuable constitu- 
ent of Indian ajowan seed, was formerly prepared in 
Germany from imported seed, but, as the result of action 
taken by the Imperial Institute during the war, it is now 
being manufactured in India. The Institute has been able 
recently to arrange the sale in the United Kingdom of a 
large consignment of crystalline thymol prepared in 
Gwalior. 

With a view to the development of the essential oil 
industry in Gwalior, samples of palmarosa, patchouli, 
lemongrass, clove, fennel and dill oils, representing oils 
which could be produced on a commercial scale, were 
forwarded to the Imperial Institute for an opinion as to 
their quality and market possibilities in the United King- 
dom. The oils were well prepared and of excellent 
quality. Satisfactory arrangements have now been made 
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through the Imperial Institute with an English firm for 
the sale of these Gwalior oils. 

Western Australian Sandalwood Oil . — Considerable 
attention has been given at the Imperial Institute to the 
investigation of the composition and properties of Western 
Australian sandalwood oil, derived from Fusanus spicatus * 
The possibility of utilising this oil in medicine is limited 
by the fact that the British Pharmacopoeia requires sandal- 
wood oil to be the product of the Indian or true sandalwood 
tree ( Santalum album). The investigations carried out at 
the Imperial Institute have shown, moreover, that the 
Australian oil differs from the Indian oil in odour, composi- 
tion and certain physical characters. In therapeutical 
trials which have been conducted at a London hospital 
on behalf of the Institute no difference was detected 
between the action of this oil and that of true sandalwood 
oil, but it was stated that the demand for sandalwood oil 
for medicinal purposes is decreasing. The Western Aus- 
tralian oil, however, is quite suitable for use in perfumery 
and will doubtless find its chief outlet in this direction. 

Siirlingia latifolia. — This plant is a native of Western 
Australia and grows prolifically on the coastal plains. It 
contains an essential oil which, on examination at the 
Imperial Institute, was found to consist almost entirely 
of acetophenone, a substance largely employed as a soap 
perfume, Commercial enquiry indicates that the oil would 
be readily saleable in the United Kingdom, provided that 
supplies could be offered at a satisfactory price. 

V etiver Roots. — Vetiver roots contain an essential oil 
which is in regular demafid for use in perfumery, and 
recently an enquiry was received from the Gold Coast as 
to the quality and value of vetiver roots grown in the 
Colony in comparison with those from other sources. As 
the result of investigations at the Institute it was found 
that the Gold Coast roots furnished a high yield of oil, 
which was of good quality and similar in character to the 
commercial vetiver oil distilled in Europe. The distillation 
of this oil, however, is a difficult operation, and it could 
not be recommended that its preparation should be at- 
tempted at present in the Gold Coast. The only alternative 
is to export the roots. 
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Foodstuffs and Fodders 

Foodstuffs were received for investigation from the 
following countries : Australia, Ceylon, Cyprus, Gambia, 
Gold Coast, Hong Kong, India, Kenya, Mesopotamia, New 
Zealand, Nigeria, North Borneo, Rhodesia, South Africa, 
Sudan, Tanganyika, Uganda, West Indies. 

Burma Beans . — During the last ten years an in- 
vestigation has been in progress by the Department of 
Agriculture, Burma, in co-operation with the Imperial 
Institute, with a view to the improvement of the beans 
grown in that country. A large number of samples of 
beans have been examined at the Imperial Institute in the 
course of the enquiry and an outline of the conclusions 
arrived at is given below. 

The beans most commonly grown in Burma are varieties 
of Phaseolus lunatus f known in this country as red and 
white Rangoon beans. The former yield minute and 
usually harmless amounts of prussic acid when ground 
into meal and mixed with water, whilst under similar 
conditions the white beans generally yield no prussic 
acid or only mere traces. The red beans are regarded 
with some suspicion by agricultural experts in Europe 
and realise relatively low prices. In order to ascertain 
whether it is possible to cultivate profitably in Burma 
varieties of beans more suitable for export to Europe, 
particularly for human consumption, experiments have 
been conducted at the Government Farms with Madagascar 
beans, haricot beans and other kinds, the seed of which 
was'supplied in the first instance by the Imperial Institute. 
Selected varieties of the local white Rangoon bean have 
also been grown experimentally. Samples representing 
several years' crops of all these beans have been forwarded 
regularly to the Imperial Institute in order to determine 
the yield of prussic acid and to ascertain whether the 
introduced forms deteriorate under the conditions obtain- 
ing in Burma. The Madagascar beans after seven years' 
growth exhibit only slight inferiority to the original seed 
beans and yield negligible amounts of prussic acid. Such 
beans would be readily saleable in this country at somewhat 
lower prices than the ordinary Madagascar product. A 
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small white variety of P. lunalus introduced into Burma 
from the United States has also given promising results. 
Other Burma beans examined at the Imperial Institute 
include local races of P. Mungo , P . calcar alus, P . vulgaris 
and Canavalia sp. 

Wheat . — A number of investigations have been under- 
taken in connection with the cultivation of wheat in several 
countries. 

Wheat is being grown experimentally in the Southern 
Shan States and a number of samples obtained in the 
course of the trials have been examined at the request 
of the Director of Agriculture, Northern Circle, Burma, in 
order to determine their relative value and milling qualities. 

The Imperial Institute was also consulted by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture in Burma as to the possibility of 
producing white flour from the red macaroni wheat grown 
at Padu either alone or in admixture with white wheat 
from the Shan States. A sample of each kind of wheat 
was forwarded from Burma, and it was found that they 
differed very little in their chemical composition, but that 
the character of the glutens varied considerably. Infor- 
mation was supplied by the Imperial Institute as to the 
milling methods which would be required in order to 
produce white flour from the red wheat. 

The baking qualities of the flour of 11 Equator” wheat 
grown in Kenya are under investigation. The bakers 
in the Colony assert that this flour, if used alone, is not 
satisfactory for bread-making and an Indian flour is 
imported to blend with it. It is desired to ascertain 
whether by the application of suitable methods the Equator 
flour alone will furnish loaves of the desired quality, and 
if so, to obtain particulars of the treatment required. 

Indian Barley for Malting . — At one time large quanti- 
ties of barley were sent to this country from India for 
use in the brewing industry, about two-thirds of the supply 
coming from Karachi, slightly less than one-third from 
Calcutta and a small quantity from Bombay. 

The attention of the Imperial Institute was drawn 
to the fact that early shipments of Indian barley ger- 
minated well, while the later shipments were liable to 
contain a large percentage of grains that would not 
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germinate. It seemed probable that the barky which 
suffered injury was that which failed to get railed and 
shipped before the monsoon set in and was consequently 
stored in cultivators’ pits and huts, and that the damage 
was caused by the humidity and warmth of the rainy season, 
followed by the drying of the barley before it reached 
England. As this defect lowered the value of the barley 
for malting purposes, the matter was referred to the 
Department of Agriculture, United Provinces, with the 
suggestion that it should be investigated in India. 

Experiments on the influence of atmospheric conditions 
on the germination of Indian barley have now been carried 
out by the Government Economic Botanist, United Pro- 
vinces, and have confirmed the Committee’s conclusion. 
It is considered that, on account of the humidity of North- 
eastern India during the period of the monsoon, the grain 
should not be shipped from Calcutta after May, but should 
be transported from the danger zone towards Karachi 
or Bombay not later than the end of June. 

Tobacco 

A large number of tobaccos, received at the Imperial 
Institute from the following countries, have been examined 
and reported on : Ceylon, Cyprus, Egypt, Hong Kong, 
India, Kenya, Mauritius, Nigeria, Nyasaland, South Africa, 
Tanganyika, West Indies. 

Efforts have been made within recent years to produce 
within the Empire supplies of tobacco to replace at least 
a portion of the large quantities of leaf imported annually 
into the United Kingdom from the United States and 
elsewhere. This object has become of increased interest 
during the last few years in view of the appreciable tariff 
preference now accorded to Empire tobacco entering the 
United Kingdom, 

Of all parts of the Empire, Nyasaland has so far been 
the most successful in the production of “ bright ” and 
“ semi-bright ” leaf capable of replacing American tobacco 
of this class. The Imperial Institute has been closely asso- 
ciated with the Department of Agriculture in this work 
from the commencement of the experiments, and is at 
present carrying out an investigation with a view to deter- 
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mining the most satisfactory manurial treatment for the 
crop. In this connection 1 19 samples of tobacco are now 
under examination. 

The tobacco of Nigeria has also been the subject of 
investigation at the Imperial Institute, especially in regard 
to methods of fermentation. In continuation of this work 
a trial consignment of about 10 cwts. of tobacco, grown 
partly by the Department of Agriculture and partly by 
natives, was recently received at the Imperial Institute 
for sale in the United Kingdom for the purpose of deter- 
mining its market value. 

With regard to cigar tobacco, the Imperial Institute 
has been associated with the Department of Agriculture, 
Ceylon, in connection with experiments to determine the 
varieties of leaf suitable to the local conditions, and has 
reported on twenty-eight samples. It has been found that 
so far the characteristics of the Ceylon leaf now grown are 
more suitable for the Indian and other Eastern markets 
than for that of the United Kingdom. 

The Imperial Institute has assisted the Cyprus authori- 
ties in their efforts to improve the quality of the Turkish 
leaf grown in that country. A large number of samples, 
representing different varieties of the Turkish type pro- 
duced in successive years, have been examined and valued. 

Samples of Turkish tobacco grown experimentally in 
Egypt have been investigated, and a report has been 
furnished regarding the quality of the leaf and the suita- 
bility for tobacco cultivation of the various soils on which 
the experiments were conducted. 

Rubber 

The most important work on rubber has been carried 
out in connection with the Ceylon Rubber Research Scheme 
(see p. 99), the principal object of which is to improve 
and standardise plantation rubber. In addition, samples 
were reported on from Australia, India, Nigeria, South 
Africa, Straits Settlements, Sudan. 

Plantations of Para trees have been established in 
Nigeria, and investigations at the Imperial Institute have 
shown that the rubber is of good quality and compares 
favourably with that produced in the East. The Imperial 
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Institute has examined various samples of Nigerian rubber 
and advised as to difficulties which have arisen. 

Gums and Resins 

Gums and resins were received from the following 
countries : Australia, British Honduras, Cameroons, India, 
Kenya, New Zealand, Nigeria, Rhodesia, Solomon Islands, 
South Africa, Straits Settlements, Sudan. 

“ Nauli Gum " — At the request of the Institute of Science 
and Industry, Australia, the oleo-resin obtained in the 
Solomon Islands from a tree known by the natives as 
“ Nauli ” has been chemically examined at the Imperial 
Institute and its possible commercial uses investigated. 
It is stated that the trees are plentiful and that the yield 
of the oleo-resin is large. 

The material yielded io per cent, of oil which might 
be used as a substitute for aniseed oil ; the resin could 
be utilised for varnish-making. The oil was valued at 
about half the price of aniseed oil, whilst the resin would 
have a commercial value equal to that of ordinary rosin 
of the same colour. 

These products might be separated in the Solomon 
Islands or in Australia and exported. The Institute has 
suggested that samples should be prepared and forwarded 
for trials, so that their value can be definitely determined. 

Oleo-resin from the Cameroons . — This oleo-resin was 
investigated in order to determine its composition and 
possible uses. It was found to be similar in character to 
the oleo-resins which yield the turpentine and rosin of 
commerce, and on distillation it furnished turpentine and 
rosin. The turpentine could be employed in the prepara- 
tion of paints and varnishes, but its commercial value would 
probably be somewhat lower than that of American or 
French turpentine oil. The rosin from the oleo-resin 
compares favourably in appearance with the best grades 
of commercial rosin, and furnishes spirit varnishes of 
promising quality. 


Tanning Materials 

Tanning materials were received for investigation 
from the following countries : Ceylon, Cyprus, Fiji, Gambia, 
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India, Nigeria, Rhodesia, Seychelles, South Africa, Straits 
Settlements, Sudan, West Indies. 

Sant Grains .— The " sant ” pods ( Acacia arabica ) of 
the Sudan contain about 30 per cent, of tannin. In- 
vestigations at the Imperial Institute have shown that 
if the pods are ground and the seeds and fibrous matter 
removed by sifting, the material thus obtained, known 
as “ sant grains,” may contain up to 60 per cent, of 
tannin. Experiments carried out at the Imperial Institute 
showed that sant grains are a valuable tanning material, 
and the Institute endeavoured to develop an export 
trade with this country by arranging for technical trials 
of the material by tanners, and later by taking charge 
of trial shipments to test the market. These measures 
were successful and about 24 tons of the grains have been 
disposed of in London. It is estimated that 2,000 tons 
of sant grains could be produced annually in the Sudan, 
but in order to develop the industry on a commercial 
scale it will be necessary to devise a machine capable 
of preparing the grains from the pods. This question 
is now receiving the attention of the Imperial Institute 
in consultation with manufacturers. 

Wattle Bark . — As a result of the outbreak of war, 
a considerable shortage of tanning materials was ex- 
perienced in this country, owing to supplies from the 
Continent being cut off, and the Imperial Institute drew 
the attention of tanners to the wattle bark produced in 
South Africa, which was then little used here but had been 
disposed of chiefly in Germany. Wattle bark is now 
becoming increasingly popular with tanners in this 
country. In view of the increasing demand for the bark 
it seemed desirable to investigate the possibilities of grow- 
ing wattle in other parts of the Empire in order to increase 
supplies, and enquiries are in progress in India, Ceylon, 
East Africa, Seychelles and the West Indies. The develop- 
ment of wattle growing in certain countries will depend 
largely on cheap freights to Europe. 

Myrobalans. — No information is available as to 
whether the different varieties of myrobalans occurring in 
India vary greatly in the amount of tannin they contain 
and therefore in their value as tanning agents, although 
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commercial supplies show considerable differences. This 
point is of considerable importance as there is a large 
Indian trade in the material. At the suggestion of the 
Imperial Institute the Forest Research Institute at Dehra 
Dun arranged for the collection of authentic samples of 
the nuts from various localities for investigation at the 
Imperial Institute. Herbarium specimens of the trees 
were also collected for botanical identification. As a 
result of this action by the Imperial Institute thirty-seven 
samples of myrobalans were received for examination, 
and the investigation is still in progress. 

Drugs and Poisonous Plants 

A number of drugs and poisonous plants, received for 
investigation from the following countries, were reported 
on : Cyprus, Gold Coast, India, Mesopotamia, Nigeria, 
Rhodesia, South Africa, Tanganyika, Uganda, West 
Indies. 

Cinchona Bark .— During the war, when there was a 
serious deficiency in the amount of cinchona bark received 
from Java, the main source of supply, enquiries were 
undertaken by the Imperial Institute to ascertain the 
possibilities of cinchona bark production in other parts of 
the world. Cinchona barks from St. Helena, the Cameroons 
and Tanganyika were examined at the Imperial Institute. 
The bark from the last-named country was of good quality, 
and at the suggestion of the Imperial Institute a consign- 
ment of about three tons was forwarded and disposed of 
to a firm of quinine manufacturers in this country at 
a very satisfactory price based on the amount of quinine 
present. In view of these results it was suggested by 
the Institute that steps should be taken in Tanganyika 
to extend the cultivation of cinchona trees. 

Datura Leaves . — During the war, communications 
were received at the Imperial Institute from alkaloid 
manufacturers regarding sources of supply of suitable 
material for the production of scopolamine, and enquiries 
were therefore undertaken in this direction. 

At the request of the Imperial Institute the Director 
of the Botanical Survey of India forwarded a consignment 
of Datura fastuosa leaves for trial, and at a later date a 
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sample of Datura Metel leaves was also received. Both 
were, however, deficient in the alkaloid required. 

Datura Metel leaves received from Montserrat were 
found to contain satisfactory percentages of the valuable 
alkaloids scopolamine and hyoscyamine, and manu- 
facturers who were consulted stated that they would 
be glad to obtain large quantities of the material if 
it could be produced at a suitable price. Attempts 
are now being made in Montserrat to establish a trade 
in this drug. 

Datura Metel leaves were also received for examination 
from South Africa, but were found to be deficient in 
alkaloids. 

Santonin . — In 1921 the price of the drug santonin rose 
to a very high level, owing to the fact that supplies of worm- 
seed, the flower-heads of Artemisia maritima, from which 
santonin is extracted, had become a virtual monopoly 
of Russia. The Imperial Institute was therefore ap- 
proached by manufacturers in the United Kingdom with 
regard to the possibilities of obtaining Artemisia from 
other sources. Enquiries were accordingly made as to 
whether supplies for export could be obtained in Northern 
India, and samples of the Indian material were requested 
for examination. The drug which was subsequently 
forwarded from India proved to be a different species of 
Artemisia from that furnishing the commercial material, 
and yielded somewhat less santonin than ordinary worm- 
seed. In view of the high price then prevailing, the manu- 
facturers nevertheless considered that it would be profitable 
to extract santonin from the material. Further work on 
this subject is in progress. 

Miscellaneous Products 

In addition to the materials referred to under separate 
headings, a number of miscellaneous products were received 
for report from the following countries : British Guiana, 
Ceylon, Falkland Islands, Gold Coast, India, Kenya, 
Mauritius, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Straits Settlements, 
Sudan, West Indies. 

The products of this group included palm nuts for use 
as vegetable ivory ; fish sounds for the manufacture of 
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isinglass ; sponges ; yeasts for the production of industrial 
alcohol from molasses ; antelope skins ; ash of whale 
bones for manure ; intestinal skins of whales for pro- 
duction of leather or glue ; cork substitutes ; native 
basket ware. 


INTELLIGENCE (TECHNICAL INFORMATION 
BUREAU) 

The Technical Information Bureau, which is a branch 
of the Scientific and Technical Department, is responsible 
for collecting, indexing and arranging such published 
and other information as is likely to be of service in 
connection with the work of the Institute, especially 
technical and commercial information respecting the pro- 
duction, usage and trade in the chief raw materials of the 
Empire, and so far as possible the position of these subjects 
in foreign countries. The principal publications are 
regularly read and indexed, and the records are employed 
in dealing with enquiries received at the Institute, which 
are answered by reports from this Branch. 

The enquiries are received from Governments, firms 
and individuals overseas, as well as from manufacturers, 
merchants and others in this country, and by visitors to 
the Institute who make verbal enquiry. A large propor- 
tion of these enquiries are directly concerned with the 
production, usage and marketing of the commercial raw 
materials of the Empire, and may be conveniently classified 
under headings descriptive of the principal groups of 
such materials. Another important section relates to 
requests for technical information regarding the details 
of industrial processes and manufactures, the methods 
of tropical agriculture, the processes employed in the 
preparation of commercial products, and similar subjects. 
A further section of the work embraces enquiries regarding 
the prospects for agricultural and other industries in the 
different countries of the Empire, chiefly in the tropics. 

The following is a summarised statement of the more 
important enquiries dealt with in the Bureau during the 
last three years, arranged under headings indicating the 



60 BULLETIN OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 

* subjects concerned and recording the countries to which 
the enquiries related. Under each head a few examples 
are given of the nature of the enquiry and of the information 
supplied. 

The work of the Bureau is carried on in close co- 
operation with the Staff of the Scientific and Technical 
Department and with that of the Exhibition Galleries, 
from which the necessary samples of products are 
obtained. The Bureau is also in communication with 
companies and firms who are in a position to afford special 
information, and also with Institutions and Societies 
concerned with the technical questions raised. 

It will be seen that the result of the action has been 
in many cases to bring into connection different countries 
which can assist each other in industrial developments, 
and thus to promote inter-imperial trade. 

Industrial Processes and Manufactures ' 

Enquiries relating to the following countries were 
dealt with ; Australia, Canada, Ceylon, Cyprus, Federated 
Malay States, Fiji, Gold Coast, India, Kenya, Newfound- 
land, Nigeria, North Borneo, Nyasaland, Sierra Leone, 
South Africa, Sudan, United Kingdom. 

Production of Power Alcohol .—- In connection with the 
increasing use of alcohol in place of petrol as fuel for 
internal combustion engines, several enquiries have been 
received concerning the manufacture of alcohol 
from various raw materials. As an example may be 
mentioned an enquiry regarding the possibility of using 
the sap of the nipa palm for this purpose in the Federated 
Malay States. This palm has long been known as a 
source of native beverages, but the systematic utilisation 
of the plant for the production of alcohol for industrial 
purposes has not hitherto been seriously considered. 

Full information was supplied regarding the growth of 
the palm, the yields of sugar and alcohol obtainable from 
it, and other matters relevant to a consideration of its 
economic possibilities ; and suggestions were made re- 
garding the production both of power alcohol and also 
of sugar from the plant. 

Other enquiries related to the production of alcohol 
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from sweet potatoes. Information was supplied as to 
the yield of spirit obtainable and references to technical 
literature dealing with the manufacturing processes in- 
volved were furnished. Observations were made regarding 
the economic aspect of the question. The names of firms in 
the United Kingdom supplying the machinery necessary 
for manufacture were also given. 

Various materials examined at the Imperial Institute 
have been supplied to the Fuel Research Board for investi- 
gation as possible sources of power alcohol, and the 
problems involved discussed with officers of the Board. 

Starch and Alcohol f rom Cassava. — Full particulars were 
supplied to the Director of Agriculture, Gold Coast, 
regarding machinery and plant required for the manufac- 
ture of (i) starch and (2) alcohol from cassava, together 
with estimates of cost, drawings of plant, etc. Details of 
the cost of machines and implements suitable for the 
mechanical cultivation of land with a view to raising cas- 
sava on a large scale were also furnished to the Director 
of Agriculture. 

The question was further discussed with the Senior 
Curator, Agricultural Department, Gold Coast, when on 
leave in this country, and the addresses of the firms manu- 
facturing the necessary machinery and appliances were 
supplied to him with a view to his making a selection of 
the plant required. Subsequently, information was fur- 
nished to the Assistant-Director of Agriculture, who 
visited the Imperial Institute, as to the new Boulard 
(Mucor) process of fermentation employed in the com- 
mercial production of alcohol. 

Manufacture of Lime- fruit Products {Citric Acid , etc .). — 
In connection with a proposal to manufacture lime juice 
in Lower Burma, a memorandum was furnished to the 
Deputy Director of Agriculture, Southern Circle, Burma, 
giving details regarding the processes employed in the 
manufacture of lime products and the yields of the various 
products obtained, together with estimates of the cost 
of equipment of a factory. Recommendations were also 
made as to the marketing of lime products. 

Full information was furnished to the Department of 
Agriculture, Sierra Leone, as to the cost of the establish- 

3 
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ment and maintenance of a lime plantation intended for 
the manufacture of lime products, based on published 
reports of the cost of similar plantations in the West 
Indies. Details were also supplied as to the yield of limes 
and of lime juice. Complete estimates of the cost of 
the machinery required for the production of lime juice 
and citric acid were furnished, and the question of the 
relative commercial advantages of manufacturing concen- 
trated lime juice and citrate of lime was discussed. 

Information was also furnished to the Department of 
Agriculture, Gold Coast, as to the relative prices and 
demand for lime products in the United Kingdom, and 
as to plant and equipment suitable for the manufacture 
of the products. 

Tropical Agriculture and Related Enquiries 

Enquiries relating to the following countries were 
dealt with : Australia, British Guiana, British Honduras, 
Cameroons, Ceylon, Cyprus, Egypt, Federated Malay 
States, Fiji, Gambia, Gold Coast, India, Kenya, Malta, 
Mauritius, Nigeria, North Borneo, Nyasaland, Papua, 
Rhodesia, Sarawak, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, South 
Africa, Straits Settlements, Sudan, Tanganyika, Uganda, 
West Indies, Western Pacific, Zanzibar, 

A wide variety of subjects dealt with may be grouped 
under this heading, including methods of tropical agricul- 
ture, conditions for special crops, preparation of products 
for the market, opportunities for planters and settlers, etc. 
The following may be mentioned as examples : 

Coconuts . — Several enquiries relating to coconuts have 
been dealt with. A Jamaican planter contemplating the 
cultivation of the early-fruiting “ dwarf f> or “ King" 
variety of coconut palm, to which much attention has 
been given in Malaya, was supplied with full particulars 
as to the origin and advantages of these coconut palms 
and their cultural requirements. Information was also 
furnished as to sources whence supplies of the nuts for 
planting could be obtained. A similar enquiry was 
received with regard to planting these nuts in St. Lucia. 

Information and advice were supplied to a well-known 
firm of plantation machinery manufacturers with regard 



INTELLIGENCE 


63 


to difficulties experienced by their clients in removing 
the flesh of the coconut from the shell for the preparation 
of copra. 

Forage Plants in Nyasaland. — A firm of merchants in 
the United Kingdom received an order for a supply of 
seeds of leguminous plants to be grown as forage crops in 
Nyasaland, and also for the seeds of grasses suitable for 
sowing on the Highlands of that country. The firm in 
question, being in doubt as to the most suitable varieties 
of seed for the purpose, sought the assistance of the Imperial 
Institute. Information was furnished by the Institute 
as to a number of leguminous and gramineous plants grown 
for fodder in the tropics and likely to be suitable under 
conditions prevailing in Nyasaland, with notes on the 
special values of the various plants and their adaptability 
to different conditions. 

Particulars were also supplied regarding legislation 
affecting the importation of plants and seeds into Nyasa- 
land. 

Rattan Canes. — The large and valuable trade in rattan 
canes has hitherto depended upon supplies of wild canes 
cut from the jungle in Malaya, Borneo, Southern China, etc. 
An important firm of importers in London having a large 
annual turnover in rattan, which they had hitherto been 
purchasing from a Chinese producer in Singapore, proposed 
to grow the canes in plantations in the Federated Malay 
States, and consulted the Imperial Institute as to the 
feasibility of their scheme and regarding a number of 
matters on which they required information. In response, 
a memorandum was furnished to the firm dealing with the 
commercial varieties of the cane used for different purposes, 
their natural habitats and methods of growth, the particular 
kind of locality and soil to be recommended for forming a 
plantation, and other matters connected with the different 
aspects of the proposal. 

Machinery for grinding Gutta-percha Leaves . — Hitherto 
commercial supplies of gutta-percha have been obtained 
by tapping the trunks of the trees and coagulating the 
latex obtained. 

Considerable quantities of gutta, however, may also 
be obtained from the leaves of the tree, and in recent years 
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much attention has been given to the perfection of a 
process for obtaining gutta on a commercial scale from 
the leaves of gutta trees specially planted for the purpose. 
The Forest Research Officer, Federated Malay States, 
consulted the Imperial Institute as to machinery suitable 
for grinding the leaves for the subsequent extraction 
of gutta. Full enquiries were made of firms likely to 
manufacture suitable machinery, and arrangements were 
made to carry out trials with leaves resembling gutta 
leaves in texture and size. Much information regarding 
suitable machinery was obtained, and the results of the 
enquiries, together with samples of ground leaves, were 
forwarded to the Forest Officer with estimates and drawings 
of selected machines. 

Fibres (including Cotton) 

Enquiries relating to the following countries were dealt 
with : Australia, British Guiana, British Honduras, 
Canada, Ceylon, Egypt, Federated Malay States, Fiji, 
Gold Coast, India, Kenya, Mesopotamia, Nigeria, North 
Borneo, Nyasaland, Rhodesia, Seychelles, South Africa, 
Straits Settlements, Sudan, Tanganyika, Uganda, United 
Kingdom, West Indies. 

Kapok . — Proposals having been made in the Federated 
Malay States to interest native landholders in the pro- 
duction of kapok, with a view ultimately to developing 
an export industry, particulars were asked for by the 
Malay States Information Agency relating to the trade 
in kapok. Detailed statistics of imports into the chief 
consuming countries of the world were furnished, together 
with figures showing the exports from producing countries. 
Particulars were also supplied regarding the purposes for 
which kapok is used, and the likely directions in which an 
extension of the market may be looked for. 

Information was also furnished to the Agency, as well 
as to the Department of Overseas Trade, concerning 
machinery for cleaning kapok. 

Fibre Machinery .— The Imperial Institute was con- 
sulted by a firm who were interested in a new machine 
for the treatment of various fibres. Information was 
supplied to the firm regarding the production, yields, and 
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uses of tropical fibres, particularly those of the pineapple 
and the oil palm. 

Roselle Fibre. — Information was supplied to an enquirer 
regarding the possibility of growing “ roselle ” for the 
production of fibre in Johore and Malacca. The bast 
(stem) fibre of the roselle plant ( Hibiscus Sabdariffa) has 
been used in India both for cordage and textile purposes, 
and proposals have been made for employing the plant 
on a larger scale as a source of fibre. Particulars were 
furnished as to the different botanical varieties of the plant, 
the conditions of soil and climate under which the plant 
gives the best results and the probable market value of 
the fibre. A published estimate of the cost of producing 
roselle fibre was critically considered, particularly with 
respect to certain items which appeared to err in the 
direction of optimism. 


Silk 

Enquiries relating to the following countries were 
dealt with : India, Kenya, Palestine, Uganda, United 
Kingdom, West Indies. 

Important enquiries on the subject of silk have been 
referred, as a rule, to the Advisory Committee on Silk 
Production, and these references have been included in the 
special report on the work of the Silk Committee (p. 82). 
A number of questions, however, have been dealt with 
by the Technical Information Bureau either direct or 
in consultation with the Silk Committee. The following 
are examples : 

Proposed Cultivation of Silk in Jkalawar. — The question 
of the possibility of cultivating silk in Jhalawar State, 
India, having been raised, information was furnished as 
to the cultivation of the mulberry in Patiala, where silk 
is grown under conditions similar to those existing in 
Jhalawar. The State was also put into communication 
with the Director of Sericulture in Patiala with a view to 
obtaining expert advice. 

Eri Silk in Palestine. — The Imperial Institute was con- 
sulted by a firm considering the question of engaging in 
the export of eri silk from Palestine, who desired informa- 
tion as to the commercial prospects of the silk in this 
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country. Samples of the cocoons were sent for examination 
and valuation. The cocoons were of satisfactory quality, 
and information was given as to their current market 
value and as to the packing of the cocoons for shipment. 

Paper-making Materials 

Enquiries relating to the following countries were dealt 
with : Australia, British Guiana, Canada, Ceylon, Egypt, 
Gold Coast, India, Kenya, Mauritius, Nigeria, Palestine, 
Rhodesia, South Africa, Sudan, Uganda, United Kingdom, 
West Indies. 

Manufacture of Paper from Sugar-cane Refuse. — The 
satisfactory disposal of megasse (the refuse of the sugar- 
cane produced in large quantities in the manufacture of 
sugar) is a matter of considerable practical importance. 
Attempts have been made to utilise the material for the 
production of paper and a certain degree of success has 
been achieved. 

The Imperial Institute was consulted in connection 
with proposals to manufacture paper from megasse in 
British Guiana. A detailed memorandum was furnished 
dealing with the technology of the subject and the results 
already obtained in other countries. The economic aspect 
of the subject was discussed, and the assistance of the 
Institute was offered in connection with further technical 
trials. 

Elephant-grass in Jamaica . — Elephant -grass has for 
some time been used in Jamaica as food for stock, and in 
recent years it has been grown in the island for this purpose. 
The grass was first introduced into Jamaica as cuttings 
raised in Cuba from seed obtained from Rhodesia, and 
it has now increased to such an extent that its use as a 
paper-making material has been considered. 

Advice as to the utilisation of the grass for this purpose 
was required by a firm in Jamaica. Information was 
furnished as to the results of trials carried out at the 
Imperial Institute with elephant-grass from other countries, 
and advice was given as to the method of treating the 
grass for the production of “ half-stuff," the form in which 
the material could best be shipped for conversion into 
paper. Particulars as to the yield of pulp obtainable 
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from the raw material were supplied, together with 
references to the technical literature of paper-pulp manu- 
facture. 

Baobab. — Information was furnished to an enquirer 
in South Africa regarding the possibilities of the baobab 
tree for the manufacture of paper-pulp. Reference was 
made to the report of the Institute including practical trials 
carried out with the wood and the bark, from which it 
was concluded that the inner bark was quite suitable for 
the purpose, but that the whole bark could not be used. 

Particulars were also supplied as to results obtained 
by foreign investigators. 

Timbers ( including Forestry) 

Enquiries relating to the following countries were 
dealt with : Australia, British Guiana, British Honduras, 
Cameroons, Canada, Cyprus, Federated Malay States, 
Fiji, Gold Coast, India, Kenya, New Zealand, Nigeria, 
North Borneo, Nyasaland, Seychelles, South Africa, 
South West Africa, Sudan, United Kingdom, Weihaiwei, 
West Indies. 

Pencil Cedar from Cyprus. — In connection with an 
enquiry from the Government of Cyprus on the subject 
of Cyprus pencil cedar, sample slats of the timber were 
forwarded to the Imperial Institute through the Crown 
Agents for the Colonies with a request for a report as to 
the commercial value of the wood and its market prospects 
in the United Kingdom. Samples were submitted to 
leading firms of pencil manufacturers and arrangements 
made for practical trials with the timber. As a result 
of the trials the manufacturers reported that the timber 
is not suitable for pencil making. The Crown Agents 
were informed accordingly, and were furnished with 
samples of the pencils manufactured from the cedar for 
transmission to the Cyprus Government in illustration of 
the report. 

Preservation of Railway Sleepers , Jamaica. — At the 
request of the Colonial Office, information was furnished 
for transmission to the Governor of Jamaica as to various 
methods in use for the preservation of railway sleepers. 
In addition the Imperial Institute offered to arrange for 
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creosoting trials to be carried out by a leading firm in 
this country who had offered to interest themselves in 
the question. 

African “ Muskarage" Wood.— At the request of the 
Director of Commercial Intelligence Service, Ottawa, the 
Chief Canadian Government Trade Commissioner in the 
United Kingdom consulted the Imperial Institute regard- 
ing the technical characters of the African timber known as 
“ Musharage.” Samples of this timber, from the northern 
districts of the Union of South Africa, had been submitted 
to manufacturing firms in Ottawa, as a substitute for 
Circassian walnut. The firms in question had expressed 
considerable interest in the wood and desired further 
information regarding it. 

“ Musharage ” wood ( Olea Hockstetteri), samples of which 
are available at the Imperial Institute, belongs to the 
olive wood class, and is one of the most valuable of the 
hardwoods of Kenya ; it probably also occurs in certain 
districts of South Africa where the closely related black 
ironwood (Olea laiirifolia) is well known. 

A memorandum containing full information as to 
the occurrence, characters and uses of the timber, with 
particulars of strength tests and the results of practical 
experience gained with the wood by the Locomotive 
Department of the Uganda Railway, was prepared 
and forwarded to the Trade Commissioner. Agents for 
the sale of the timber, from Kenya, were also mentioned. 

British Honduras Woods.— A company operating in 
British Honduras and desirous of exploiting the timber 
occurring on their property had been advised that the 
timber was well suited for the manufacture of bobbins, etc. 
The company were considering the question of erecting a 
mill in British Honduras for cutting the “ blanks ” for 
export to this country, and before doing so they wished 
to be put into touch with manufacturers of bobbins and 
other articles for which the timbers appeared to be adapted. 
The firm were supplied with the names of manufacturers 
of bobbins, picking arms, tool handles and golf clubs, and 
suggestions were made with regard to the special char- 
acters required in wood intended for these purposes. 

In addition to the foregoing enquiries a number of 
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questions relating to timbers were dealt with by the 
Advisory Technical Committee on Timbers (see p. 88). 

Oilseeds and Oils 

Enquiries relating to the following countries were 
dealt with : Australia, British Honduras, Canada, Ceylon, 
Cyprus, Egypt, Federated Malay States, Fiji, Gambia, 
Gold Coast, India, Kenya, New Zealand, Nigeria, North 
Borneo, Nyasaland, Palestine, Rhodesia, Seychelles, Sierra 
Leone, South Africa, Sudan, Tanganyika, Uganda, United 
Kingdom, West Indies. 

Oils in South Africa . — A well-known firm of manufac- 
turing engineers, contemplating the erection of an extensive 
factory in the Union of South Africa for the treatment 
of oils for gas production, desired certain information 
relating to the local production of animal and vegetable 
oils, etc., as data for consideration in connection with their 
scheme. Particulars (including full statistical information) 
on the several points raised by the Company were supplied. 

Ground Nuts . — In response to a request from an Associa- 
tion of Planters in South Africa, who proposed to cultivate 
special grades of ground nuts for export, information was 
supplied as to purposes for which ground nuts are utilised 
in this country, together with the names of manufacturing 
firms likely to be interested in the type of nut proposed 
to be grown. Information was given regarding the disposal 
of the nuts in this country, and a statement furnished as 
to the current prices of the different grades marketed. 

Whale Oil . — In connection with a question relating to 
the whaling industry of Seychelles, information was desired 
by the Secretary of State for the Colonies regarding the 
markets for whale oil and other whale products. A number 
of commercial firms handling the various products were 
consulted, and information was furnished to the Colonial 
Office on the market values, uses, methods of marketing, 
etc., of whale oil, sperm oil, spermaceti wax, whale guano 
and ambergris. 

Soy Beans . — Assistance was afforded to the Deputy 
Director of Agriculture, Northern Circle, Burma, in con- 
nection with proposals to cultivate soy beans in Burma 
fi'r the European market. Enquiries were made among 
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commercial firms as to the different varieties of soy 
bean marketed in this country, and information was 
furnished to the Deputy Director of Agriculture as to 
the varieties to be recommended for cultivation in Burma, 
with particulars as to their different characters. 

Parcels of each of the kinds recommended were sent 
to the Deputy Director of Agriculture, at his request, 
for the purpose of cultivation trials. 

Reference Samples . — A large number of samples of 
commercial oilseeds and feeding cakes and meals was 
supplied to the Canadian Department of Agriculture, 
Ottawa, for official standard reference purposes and as 
material for micro-analytical work. 

Essential Oils ( Perfumes , etc) 

Enquiries relating to the following countries were 
dealt with : Canada, Ceylon, Cyprus, Fiji, Gold Coast, 
India, Kenya, Mauritius, Rhodesia, Seychelles, Sierra 
Leone, South Africa, United Kingdom. 

Peppermint . — Among the different varieties of pepper- 
mint plant, that known as the u Japanese variety of 
Mentha arvensis has generally been the most highly valued 
from the point of view of essential oil production, on 
account of the special qualities of the oil which it yields ; 
but it is practically impossible to obtain the plants of 
this variety, or its roots or seeds, from Japan on account 
of export restrictions in that country. 

In these circumstances a planter in Rhodesia, who was 
starting an essential oil distillery, consulted the Imperial 
Institute. Enquiries were made, as a result of which it 
was possible to put the planter into touch with a source 
of supply of the roots of a special variety of the plant 
which has been shown to yield as large a quantity of 
menthol as the best Japanese plant. 

Information was also furnished to other enquirers in 
Rhodesia and the Union of South Africa regarding the 
cultivation of the plant and the distillation of the oil. 

Geranium Oil, Information was supplied to several 
enquirers in Kenya Colony regarding the cultivation of 
geranium plants for the production of oil, the best varieties 
of plant to grow for this purpose, the distillation of the 
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oil, etc. The names of makers of suitable distilling 
machinery were furnished in each case. 

The Director of Agriculture, Nairobi, was, at his 
request, furnished with particulars of essential-oil distilling 
apparatus supplied by British firms, and arrangements 
were made with the Crown Agents for the Colonies for 
books dealing with the cultivation of perfume plants to 
be supplied for the use of the Department of Agriculture. 

Seychelles Essential Oils . — Information was supplied 
to an enquirer desiring to grow essential oil plants in 
Seychelles regarding essential oils that are already being 
produced in the islands, with statistics showing the exports 
of the different oils from the Colony. 

Particulars were furnished to another correspondent 
regarding chemical methods of testing the quality of 
essential oils produced in Seychelles. 

In another case, assistance was given in finding a 
trade outlet for a consignment of oil of basil produced in 
Seychelles. 

Foodstuffs and Fodders 

Enquiries relating to the following countries were 
dealt with : Australia, British Guiana, Canada, Ceylon, 
Cyprus, Egypt, Federated Malay States, Fiji, Gold Coast, 
Hong Kong, India, Kenya, Mauritius, Newfoundland, New 
Zealand, Nigeria, North Borneo, Nyasaland, Rhodesia, 
Samoa, Solomon Islands, Somaliland, South Africa, 
Straits Settlements, Sudan, Tanganyika, Uganda, United 
Kingdom, West Indies, Zanzibar. 

Peas and Beans . — In connection with a proposal to cul- 
tivate beans and peas in Tanganyika Territory for export, 
the Director of Agriculture asked to be supplied with 
particulars of the bean and pea import trade of London 
and Marseilles, with special reference to the kinds of 
products dealt with and the conditions attaching to the 
import of beans and peas from the tropics. He also 
desired to be furnished with the names of firms able to 
supply consignments of the beans and peas concerned for 
sowing purposes in Tanganyika, together with current 
prices. 

Full enquiries were made as to the position in the bean 
and pea trade in London and Marseilles, and information 
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was supplied to the Director of Agriculture as to the varie- 
ties in demand in the respective markets , and as to prices, 
methods of packing, shipment, etc. The addresses of 
firms willing to supply the seeds for sowing purposes were 
furnished, together with typical samples and quotations. 

Attention was also drawn to literature on the subject. 

Dried Fruits . — In connection with the export trade in 
dried fruits from South Africa, information was desired 
by the Trade Commissioner for the Union regarding the 
world's trade in these products. The most important 
countries producing and exporting dried fruits are Greece, 
Spain, Turkey, Persia, Mesopotamia, France and Cali- 
fornia. Information as to the products of these countries, 
and the trade in them, was collected, and details were 
furnished to the Trade Commissioner regarding the par- 
ticular classes of dried fruit produced in each country, the 
quantities exported and their chief destinations, and 
the times of year at which the various products reach 
the London market. 

Chicory Manufacture . — In response to an enquiry from 
the High Commissioner, Union of South Africa, full par- 
ticulars were supplied regarding the machinery used in 
the preparation of chicory for the market. The names 
of manufacturers of appliances for the different processes 
involved were furnished, together with illustrated cata- 
logues, price lists, and information as to the methods 
employed. Special enquiries were made in Belgium re- 
garding manufacturers of the chicory -slicing machines 
employed in that country since the decline of chicory 
growing in England. The names of manufacturers and 
full particulars of the machines manufactured by them 
were obtained and supplied to the High Commissioner. 
Information was also supplied as regards publications 
dealing with the cultivation and preparation of chicory. 

Tobacco 

Enquiries relating to the following countries were 
dealt with : Canada, Ceylon, Cyprus, India, Kenya, 
Mauritius, Nigeria, North Borneo, Nyasaland, Rhodesia, 
South Africa, Uganda, United Kingdom, West Indies. 

Production of “ Black ” Tobacco in Dominica — An 
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enquiry was received from a tobacco planter in Dominica 
regarding the method of preparing a tobacco having the 
properties required for local consumption by natives. The 
particular product in question is a dark brown leaf of 
oily appearance, often known as “ black ” tobacco. Infor- 
mation was furnished as to the various processes to which 
tobacco leaf is subjected in order to obtain the appearance 
and properties required for the Dominica tobacco, and 
also as to the kind of tobacco leaf best suited for conversion 
into this class of product. 

Machine for Cutting Tobacco in Mauritius . — The advice 
of the Imperial Institute was sought by the Crown Agents 
for the Colonies, who had been requested to send out a 
tobacco-cutting machine for the Government of Mauritius. 
The machine was required to convert tobacco in the form 
of “ hands " into a product suitable for making cigarettes 
of the “ Caporal " and “ Maryland ” type. Information 
was supplied as to the best machines for this purpose, 
and the firms making them. Advice was also given as 
to the best size of machine to purchase in view of the output 
contemplated, and as to the knives with which the machine 
should be fitted and the question of keeping them in the 
proper condition. 

Manufacture of Cigarettes in India . — Information was 
desired by an enquirer regarding certain questions con- 
nected with proposals to manufacture cigarettes in India. 
The most important factor is the production in India of 
tobacco of a kind suitable for cigarettes, a matter which 
has for some time engaged the attention of the Agricultural 
Department. Information was supplied as to the results 
already achieved in this direction and references were 
furnished to official reports on the subject. The enquirer 
was also given a list of publications dealing with the 
technology of the subject, and was furnished with the 
names of manufacturers of cigarette-making machinery. 

Rubber and Balata 

Enquiries relating to the following countries were 
dealt with : British Guiana, Ceylon, Federated Malay 
States, India, Kenya, Nigeria, Nyasaland, Rhodesia, 
United Kingdom. 
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Technical Qualities of Plantation Rubber. Information 
was supplied to a firm of telegraph-cable manufacturers 
regarding the variations in certain properties of plantation 
rubber (particularly its viscosity and tensile strength) 
in relation to the age of the tree at the times of tapping. 

Utilisation of Rubber Latex .— Recently considerable 
attention has been given to the possibilities of directly 
employing rubber latex in different industries. One of 
the suggestions put forward is that the latex might be 
used in paper manufacture. Particulars relating to this 
subject have been supplied to a number of enquirers who 
have desired information on such points as the classes 
of paper in which the latex could be used, the proportion 
of latex to be employed, the effect on the properties of 
the paper, etc. 

Balata . — Information has been supplied regarding the 
production of balata and the prospects of the industry, 
including statistics showing its export from the various 
producing countries in recent years. Enquirers have also 
been furnished with lists of publications dealing with 
technical and other aspects of the balata industry. 

Gums and Resins 

Enquiries relating to the following countries were 
dealt with : Australia, British Honduras, Canada, India, 
Kenya, New Zealand, Nigeria, North Borneo, South 
Africa, Sudan, United Kingdom. 

Australian Grass Tree Resin -- The representative in 
England of a company formed in Western Australia for 
the purpose of utilising the grass-tree ( Xanthorrhoea ) as 
a source of “ resin ” was endeavouring to interest British 
varnish and polish manufacturers in the utilisation of pure 
extracted “ grass-tree gum M (resin) as a substitute for 
shellac and rosin. 

The assistance of the Imperial Institute in the matter 
was requested. Details of experiments carried out with 
the material at the Imperial Institute in the manufacture 
of (i) lacquer for metals, (2) spirit varnish for wood, and 
(3) sealing wax were supplied. Subsequently, lacquer 
and varnish trials were carried out at the Imperial Institute 
with a sample of purified grass-tree resin (“ Acrolac ”) 
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supplied by the enquirers. The results of the trials indi- 
cated that the material supplied was inferior to shellac 
for the purposes in view, but that it could be utilised, 
preferably in admixture with shellac, for certain classes 
of work. 

In reply to a request received from the Department 
of Overseas Trade for information as regards the market 
for grass-tree resin in this country and in Europe, parti- 
culars were supplied as to the demand for the different 
grades of the material in England, with information as 
to their relative market values. Information as to the 
position of the product in Germany, so far as available, 
was also supplied. 

Considerable attention has been given to the possibility 
of utilising Xanthorrhoea resins for the manufacture of 
gramophone records. A large firm of gramophone manu- 
facturers consulted the Imperial Institute as to the different 
kinds of acaroid ( Xanthorrhoea ) resins imported from 
Australia, the state of purity in which they may be obtained 
and the physical and chemical differences between the 
varieties. 

The firm was referred to sources of published informa- 
tion on the questions raised and the names of importers 
of the resins were supplied. 

Shellac . — Information was furnished regarding the 
chemical composition of shellac, samples of which had 
been examined at the Imperial Institute, and the laboratory 
methods used in the investigation of this product. 
References were furnished to literature dealing with the 
trade in shellac and also to technical papers on its 
chemical examination. 

Particulars were also supplied to another enquirer 
regarding the manufacture of synthetic resins and their 
uses in different industries, with a statement as to the 
situation regarding the competition of such products with 
Indian shellac. 

Sudan Gums . — At the request of the Government of 
the Sudan, the Imperial Institute is making enquiries as 
to the possibility of finding new uses for gum arabic from 
that country. 

Particulars were supplied to an enquirer regarding the 



7 6 BULLETIN OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 

gums produced in the Sudan, more particularly insoluble 
gums likely to be suitable for manufacturing purposes 
in place of gum tragacanth. Two such gums, obtained 
from the trees Sierculia cinerea and Sterculia iomentosa , 
were suggested, and a sample of one of them was supplied. 
Information was furnished regarding their properties, 
and suggestions were made as to means of obtaining them 
from the Sudan. 

Tanning and Dyeing Materials 

Enquiries relating to the following countries were 
dealt with : Ceylon, Gold Coast, India, Kenya, Nigeria, 
Palestine, Rhodesia, Seychelles, South Africa, Sudan, 
United Kingdom, West Indies. 

Manufacture of Mangrove Extract in Burma . — An 
enquirer proposing to engage in the manufacture of man- 
grove bark extract in Burma consulted the Imperial 
Institute as to the methods of manufacture as carried 
out in Borneo, the nature of the machinery employed 
and the market value of the product. 

Full information on the questions raised was supplied 
to the enquirer, including the names of makers of extraction 
plant, current prices of the extract and references to 
literature. The technical character of the extraction 
process was pointed out to the enquirer, who was also 
advised to consult the Conservator of Forests in Burma as 
to the general feasibility of the scheme before embarking 
on the enterprise. 

Wattle Bark . — With the intention of considering the 
possibility of growing wattle in Palestine for the produc- 
tion of bark and tanning extract, the Zionist Organisation 
requested the Imperial Institute to supply full infor- 
mation on the subject, including a short history of the 
wattle-bark industry in Natal and other countries. A 
statement containing the desired information, including 
a full bibliography of the subject, references to investi- 
gations on the bark carried out at the Imperial Institute 
and names of manufacturers of extraction machinery, etc., 
was supplied to the Organisation. 

Indian Tanning Barks . — In reply to an enquiry from 
a large firm of tanners in this country, information was 
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supplied regarding a number of Indian tanning barks 
which had been successfully used in India during the war 
as auxiliary tanning materials, owing to the great demand 
for the standard tanning barks for war purposes. 

Drugs and Poisonous Plants 

Enquiries relating to the following countries were dealt 
with : Australia, Ceylon, Cyprus, Egypt, Federated Malay 
States, Gold Coast, India, Kenya, Nyasaland, South Africa, 
Sudan, Tanganyika, United Kingdom, West Indies. 

Papain . — Numerous enquiries have been received re- 
lating to the production, uses and marketing of papain. 
Particulars have been supplied regarding the cultivation 
of the papaw tree, the method of obtaining the juice, the 
yield obtainable in practice, the preparation and packing 
of the product, together with statistical and other infor- 
mation relating to the trade in the drug and the factors 
determining its price. Enquirers have also been furnished 
with lists of merchants and brokers interested in papain. 

This work has necessitated keeping in close touch with 
the changing conditions of the market ; and latterly it 
has been considered desirable to warn intending producers 
that there is some risk that in the future supplies may 
exceed the demand, and to recommend that the production 
of papain should not be undertaken on a large scale without 
giving due weight to this risk. 

Pyrethrum in Cyprus . — The pyrethrum plant flourishes 
in Cyprus and attempts have been made in the island to 
prepare pyrethrum powder from the flowers, but difficulties 
have been encountered in obtaining a powder of uniform 
fineness. The assistance of the Imperial Institute was 
therefore sought by the Director of Agriculture. In 
response, information was supplied as to the method of 
preparing pyrethrum powder, and particulars were fur- 
nished of machinery offered by firms in the United Kingdom 
for reducing the flowers to the condition required in the 
commercial product. 

Cultivation of Cinchona in Ceylon . — The question of the 
increased production of cinchona bark and quinine within 
the Empire is one that has occupied the attention of the 
Imperial Institute for some time past. Information was 
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supplied to an enquirer respecting the prospects of this 
industry in Ceylon, including the source of supply of the 
necessary seed. 


Pests and Plant Diseases 

Enquiries relating to the following countries were 
dealt with : Canada, Ceylon, Federated Malay States, 
Gold Coast, India, Kenya, Mesopotamia, Nigeria, South 
Africa, Uganda, United Kingdom. 

White Ants . — During the period under consideration 
enquiries have been frequently received regarding methods 
of checking the ravages of white ants attacking buildings, 
furniture, timber, crops, etc. Typical among such en- 
quiries is one from an important planting company, relating 
to the damage done by this pest to wooden buildings in 
Uganda. In response, a memorandum was supplied 
dealing both with remedies and preventive measures. 
The results of experience in other countries, where analo- 
gous conditions prevail, were summarised and advice 
based upon them. Information was supplied regarding 
the treatment of timber to render it resistant to white 
ants, and as to the use of various preparations for this 
purpose ; and also particulars of apparatus employed for 
exterminating white ants in cases where they have already 
established a foothold. Special enquiries were made 
regarding a method of constructing buildings adopted in 
Rhodesia with the object of rendering the building, as a 
whole, proof against attack by the pest. Full particulars 
of the system, with scale diagrams, were obtained, and 
copies of these were sent to the firm making the enquiry. 

Rats . — Advice as regards combating these serious 
plantation pests was desired by a firm owning an oil -palm 
estate in the Federated Malay States. Consideration was 
given to the conditions on the plantation in question, and 
suggestions were made for dealing with the vermin. Much 
information has been collected at the Imperial Institute 
regarding the use of “ viruses " and similar preparations 
in dealing with rats and mice, and it is considered that, 
for various reasons, the use of chemical poisons is generally 
to be preferred. Advice as to the use of certain poisons 
was given, together with information regarding the asphyxi- 
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ation of rats by means of gases and the conditions under 
which this method can be used. 

Thrips on Coffee Plantations in Kenya . — Thrips are a 
well-known insect pest in various countries, and in recent 
years they have been reported on coffee in East Africa. 
In response to an enquiry from a coffee planter in Kenya 
having trouble with this pest, information was supplied 
as to means of dealing with it, and references to literature 
on the subject were furnished. 

In dealing with matters relating to insect pests frequent 
communication has been made to the Imperial Bureau of 
Entomology and technical questions have been referred 
to that Bureau. 


Minerals 

Enquiries relating to the following countries were 
dealt with : Aden, Australia, British Guiana, British 
Honduras, Canada, Ceylon, Cyprus, Egypt, Falkland 
Islands, Federated Malay States, Gold Coast, India, Kenya, 
Mauritius, Mesopotamia, Newfoundland, New Zealand, 
Nigeria, Nyasaland, Palestine, Rhodesia, St. Helena, South 
Africa, Sudan, Uganda, United Kingdom, West Indies. 

Vanadium Ores . — Information was desired by the 
Trade Commissioner for the Union of South Africa in 
response to a cabled enquiry from the Department of 
Mines and Industries, Pretoria, regarding the market for 
vanadium ores. These ores are used by makers of ferro- 
alloys, and the world’s output is largely controlled by an 
American Corporation owning important deposits in Peru. 
Particulars as to the position were furnished in reply to 
the enquiry, and information was supplied regarding 
the consumption of vanadium ores, the factors determining 
the value of a consignment of ore and other matters 
relevant tc the general question of marketing the South 
African product. 

Sand for Glass-making in India . — An enquiry was 
received from a firm having interests in India regarding 
the occurrence in that country of sand suitable for glass- 
making. The required information was supplied from 
official sources, as well as particulars regarding the situation 
of certain glass works in India. 



80 BULLETIN OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 

Crystals for Wireless Telegraphy . — Assistance was given 
to a firm of telephone and telegraph manufacturers desiring 
to obtain crystals of galena and bornite for use in the 
construction of wireless apparatus. The firm were fur- 
nished with a list of companies producing galena in the 
United Kingdom and with the name of a firm offering 
both galena and bornite for the purpose in view. 

Miscellaneous Enquiries 

A large number of enquiries on various subjects of a 
general character not readily classified under the preceding 
headings in this report have also been dealt with. The 
enquiries have related to the following countries : United 
Kingdom and Empire generally, Australia, Canada, Ceylon, 
Egypt, Federated Malay States, Gold Coast, India, Kenya, 
Mesopotamia, New Zealand, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, South 
Africa, Straits Settlements, Sudan, Weihaiwei, Zanzibar, 
etc. etc. 

Standardisation of Copra and Cloves , Zanzibar. —In 
connection with a proposal to introduce legislation in 
Zanzibar for the standardisation of qualities of copra and 
cloves in the Protectorate, information was furnished to 
the Secretariat regarding methods adopted in the principal 
British countries for controlling and maintaining the 
quality of exported produce. Recommendations as to 
grading were also made. The desirability of obtaining 
the views of merchants and brokers was pointed out and 
assistance offered in making the necessary enquiries in the 
United Kingdom. 

Pearl Button Industry. — With regard to a proposal to 
manufacture pearl buttons in Thursday Island, information 
obtained as a result of special enquiries was furnished to 
a pearler in the island as to manufacturers of pearl-button 
machinery, the possibility of obtaining from Great Britain 
the necessary technical experts in the business and as to 
rates of wages paid to pearl-button operatives in the home 
trade. 
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Several technical committees have been formed in 
connection with the Imperial Institute which devote special 
attention to important groups of raw materials. These 
committees, which meet as required, include representatives 
of the trades and industries concerned, who in many cases 
are nominated by bodies interested in the production or 
utilisation of the various raw materials. The committees 
advise as to the commercial development of materials 
which have been examined at the Imperial Institute, and 
also suggest subjects for investigation and enquiry. 

A senior member of the staff acts as secretary to each 
of the committees, and other officers attend the meetings 
as required. 

The following is a summary of the recent work of the 
committees. 


Raw Materials Committee 

The Raw Materials Committee of the Imperial Institute 
includes representatives of the principal Chambers of 
Commerce in Great Britain, nominated by the Association 
of British Chambers of Commerce, and a representative 
of the Federation of British Industries. A list of the pre- 
sent members of the Committee is given on page 27. The 
Committee serves as a useful link between the Institute and 
the Chambers of Commerce in the chief centres of com- 
mercial activity throughout the country. Since its ap- 
appointment in 1916 the Committee has been in close 
touch with the work of the Imperial Institute on raw 
materials, and has rendered valuable assistance in promot- 
ing the commercial utilisation in the United Kingdom of 
promising products from overseas. 

Reports on the principal raw materials under investiga- 
tion at the Imperial Institute and questions relating to 
the economic development of Empire resources are sub- 
mitted to the Committee for their suggestions as to the 
best steps to be taken to promote commercial action. 
Manufacturers on the Committee have also assisted by 
carrying out technical trials with materials which have 
been examined at the Institute. In addition the Chambers 
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of Commerce have co-operated with the work of the 
Institute by indicating from time to time industries in 
which difficulty is experienced in obtaining suitable or 
sufficient supplies of raw materials. 

An account of the subjects dealt with at each meeting 
of the Committee, and of the recommendations made, is 
circulated to the Association of British Chambers of 
Commerce, the principal Chambers of Commerce, the 
Federation of British Industries and the Association of 
British Chemical Manufacturers, for publication in their 
journals for the information of those engaged in commerce 
and industry in this country. 

It will be seen that the principal work of the Committee 
is to assist in finding commercial outlets for raw materials 
examined at the Imperial Institute, and many of the 
products referred to in the preceding pages have been 
brought to their notice. Among matters which have 
received special attention or have been initiated by the 
Committee or by Chambers of Commerce, the following may 
be noted : New hat-making materials from British sources 
for Luton manufacturers ; the production of increased 
quantities of certain drying oils by cultivation in the Em- 
pire of the trees which furnish these oils ; the suitability 
of Empire timbers as substitutes for maple in making 
boot-lasts ; the discovery of a substitute for Sheffield 
lime for use as a polishing material in the Birmingham 
metal industry ; the industrial use of lac and lac substi- 
tutes ; the production in this country of synthetic resins j 
the utilisation of African wild silk ; the production of 
increased supplies of wattle bark required by British 
tanners. 

Information has also been supplied at the request 
of several Chambers of Commerce relating to sources of 
supply of oil seeds, cotton and other fibres, timbers, dye- 
stuffs, leather, minerals and chemicals which were required 
by industries in their respective districts. 

Silk Production Committee 

The Imperial Institute Advisory Committee on Silk 
Production was appointed in 1916 to consider the question 
of encouraging the further production of raw silk within 
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the Empire, and to assist the work of the Imperial Institute 
on silk. 

The Committee includes members representing the 
leading firms of British silk spinners and manufacturers, 
nominated by the Silk Association of Great Britain and 
Ireland, together with other representatives, including 
the Secretary of the Silk Association and the Director 
of the British Silk Research Association. The present 
constitution of the Committee is given on page 29. 

The situation confronting the Committee is that the 
British silk manufacturing industry is dependent, almost 
exclusively, upon foreign supplies of raw silk. The silk 
produced within the Empire is relatively small in quantity, 
and, for the most part, is unsuitable for use in this country, 
owing chiefly to primitive methods of production. The 
British silk industry would therefore welcome an increased 
production, within the Empire, of silk of satisfactory 
quality for manufacturing purposes. 

The Committee have carefully considered the prospects 
of sericulture in countries of the Empire possessing suitable 
climatic conditions, and have given special attention to 
the possibility of developing those silk industries which 
already exist in British countries, and to the improvement 
of the technical qualities of the silk produced. Whenever 
possible, evidence has been taken from overseas technical 
officers, when on leave in England, as to the local conditions 
and prospects of sericulture in their respective countries. 

An important part of the work of the Committee has 
been the organisation of practical trials of cocoons and 
silk obtained from various countries of the Empire, with 
a view to ascertaining the technical qualities of the material. 
Many of these trials have been carried out in the works 
of the members of the Committee. 

The Committee have also reported on samples of 
cocoons and silk sent to the Imperial Institute for examina- 
tion and report ; a number of technical questions have 
also been referred to the Committee by the Imperial 
Institute. 

The following is a statement of some of the principal 
investigations already carried out by the Committee, 
or in progress. 
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India 

The Indian Silk Industry . — India is the most important 
silk-producing country of the Empire, but the production 
has greatly decreased and, in general, the quality of 
the silk is below the standard required for the English 
market. The Committee have given much attention to 
the present position of sericulture in India, and to a 
consideration of measures which should lead to an increased 
output of silk and to an improvement in quality. A general 
enquiry into the question was undertaken by the Com- 
mittee in 1 9 1 8 in connection with the Indian Trade Enquiry 
at the Imperial Institute, and a u Report on Indian Silk ” 
was prepared for transmission to the Government of 
India and published subsequently in the series of Reports 
of the Indian Trade Enquiry. The Committee recorded 
their view that it is of the utmost importance to increase 
the production of a good class of raw silk in India, and 
expressed the opinion that a radical improvement in the 
quality and standard of reeling of Indian silk should 
render it possible for the Indian product to compete success- 
fully with Japanese and Chinese silks. In this connection, 
the Committee made recommendations for action which 
they considered would achieve the results desired. 

Subsequently, the Government of India was supplied 
with information regarding the position then obtaining 
as to the world’s supply and consumption of raw silk, and 
a memorandum on this subject was furnished to the 
Government of India by the Committee. In acknowledging 
the memorandum, the Government of India thanked the 
Committee for the report on Indian silk and assured the 
Committee that they fully recognised the importance of 
organising and improving the silk industry in India, and 
that they proposed to adopt a forward policy as soon as 
certain preliminary investigations indicated the lines 
along which progress should be made. 

Mysore . — This State formerly exported considerable 
quantities of silk to the United Kingdom, but the silk 
is now regarded as generally unsuitable for this market. 
By arrangements made with the Government of Mysore, 
the Committee undertook a technical examination of My- 
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sore silks with a view to the recommendation of measures 
for the improvement of the silk in order to render it 
suitable for use in this country. An examination of 
preliminary samples of silk sent by the Mysore Govern- 
ment showed that Mysore silk is of good quality, but 
that better reeling is essential. Arrangements were 
therefore made to carry out reeling trials with Mysore 
cocoons in modern filatures, and also throwing and weaving 
experiments in the factories of members of the Committee. 
The investigations are now practically completed and 
the results demonstrate that, with modern methods of 
reeling, Mysore silk is of excellent quality and highly 
suitable for textile purposes in this country. The final 
report on the investigations will shortly be available. 

Kashmir . — In recent years Kashmir silk has become 
well known in this market, but users are agreed that there 
is room for improvement in certain technical qualities. 
The Committee have discussed with the Director of Seri- 
culture, Kashmir, when on leave in this country, the defects 
of the silk and the means which should be adopted for its 
improvement. The most important recommendation of 
the Committee had reference to the sizes in which the silk 
should be reeled for this market. Action was taken in 
Kashmir in accordance with the Committee^ recommenda- 
tions, and it has recently been reported to the Committee 
that, as a direct result of the adoption of their suggestions, 
there is already a marked improvement in the sales of 
Kashmir raw silk in this country. 

Arrangements were also made by the Committee for the 
experimental cultivation in Kashmir of certain European 
races of silkworms yielding silks much valued by manu- 
facturers. Parcels of eggs were despatched through the 
Committee to Kashmir with very satisfactory results, 
and a consignment of the silk obtained is now under in- 
vestigation in this country. 

Cyprus 

Next to India, Cyprus is the most important silk- 
producing country in the Empire. The position of the 
industry, however, is not satisfactory. No modern fila- 
tures exist in the island, and the greater part of the crop 
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is exported for reeling in France and Italy, where the silk 
is bulked with material from other sources and its identity 
as Cyprus silk disappears. The silk, moreover, is lost 
to the British silk manufacturing industry. 

The Committee consider that Cyprus is one of the 
most promising fields in the Empire for the development 
of sericulture. A sub-committee was appointed to enquire 
into the present position of the industry, and to suggest 
what steps might be taken to place the industry on a 
basis which would ensure greater profit to the growers 
and render the silk available for the British market. The 
question has been fully discussed with the Director of 
Agriculture when on leave in this country, and the sub- 
committee's recommendations for the establishment of a 
filature for the reeling of silk in Cyprus have been submitted 
to the Cyprus Government. 

In the course of the sub -committee's enquiry it was 
necessary to determine the suitability of Cyprus silk for 
the needs of the silk trade in the country. As a result of 
reeling trials carried out on the Continent under the aus- 
pices of the Committee, in conjunction with throwing and 
weaving trials in the works of members of the Committee, 
it has been shown that Cyprus silk is admirably suited to 
the needs of the trade. 

Sericultural Experiments 

From enquiries made by the Committee it appeared 
that a number of countries of the Empire at present without 
a silk industry possess climatic and other conditions well 
adapted to sericulture, and in certain cases the Committee 
have interviewed the Government entomologists of the 
countries concerned as to the feasibility of establishing 
local silk industries. The information obtained was suffi- 
ciently encouraging to warrant experimental cultivation 
of silkworms, and supplies of silkworm eggs of approved 
varieties have been furnished by members of the Com- 
mittee and sent to Kenya, Uganda, Rhodesia and Trinidad. 
Experiments are also being carried out in Jamaica at the 
instance of the Committee. 

Parcels of cocoons obtained from the experiments 
have already been received from Kenya and Uganda and 
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submitted to reeling trials on the Continent. The quality 
of the silk is promising, and further experiments have been 
recommended. 


African Wild Silk 

Investigations at the Imperial Institute having shown 
that silk can be prepared from the nests of the Anaphe 
wild silkworms occurring in tropical Africa, notably in 
Uganda and Nigeria, the question has been carefully 
considered by the Silk Committee, who suggested that the 
problem of degumming the silk should be further investi- 
gated at the Imperial Institute with a view to perfecting 
a process adapted to commercial purposes. These experi- 
ments have been completed and the results published 
in the Bulletin of the Imperial Institute, Trials of 
the methods recommended have been carried out by 
commercial firms with material supplied by the Imperial 
Institute, and promising results have been obtained. 
Fabrics woven from the degummed silk have been manu- 
factured by the Chairman of the Committee, and the results 
show that the silk would be useful for certain purposes 
if obtainable in quantity at satisfactory prices, and if 
certain difficulties in treating the fibre can be successfully 
overcome. Arrangements have recently been made with 
the Nigerian Government for the supply of a large con- 
signment of nests for further trials on a commercial scale 
by a firm represented on the Committee. 

Australia 

The question of sericulture in Australia has also been 
considered in the light of a report prepared by a member 
of the Committee when on an official mission in Australia. 
The enquiry showed that, while climatic conditions in 
Australia are highly favourable for sericulture, the present 
conditions of labour render the development of the industry 
on a commercial scale an impossibility, 

Mesopotamia 

Parcels of cocoons raised by the Agricultural Depart- 
ment in Mesopotamia have been examined at the Imperial 
Institute and submitted to the Committee for report. 
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The cocoons appeared to be of excellent quality, and 
arrangements were made by the Committee for reeling 
trials to be carried out on the Continent. The results 
of the trials confirmed the opinion of the Committee as 
to the merits of the silk, and a report to the Government 
of Mesopotamia is in preparation. 

Egypt 

Hitherto sericulture in Egypt has not progressed, 
largely on account of competing interests. From informa- 
tion supplied to the Committee, however, it .seems possible 
that production could be considerably increased and that 
the local establishment of a filature is worth consideration, 
A memorandum on the general question, containing the 
Committee's recommendations, has been submitted to the 
authorities in Egypt. 


Other Countries 

The Committee has also given advice to official and other 
bodies, as to the possibilities of sericulture in various 
countries, including the Union of South Africa, Rhodesia 
and Hong Kong. 


Timbers Committee 

The Imperial Institute Advisory Committee on Timbers, 
appointed in 1916, compiises members nominated by the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, the Timber Trade 
Federation of the United Kingdom, the Carpenters' 
Company, the National Federation of Furniture Manu- 
facturers, the Institute of Builders, the Institute of British 
Carriage and Autqmobile Manufacturers, and the Empire 
Forestry Association. The list of members of the Com- 
mittee is given on page 30. 

The Committee has been considering, in turn, the 
principal timbers of the overseas countries of the Empire, 
with a view to bringing a selection of these to the notice 
of the trade and others in this country, after appropriate 
tests and trials have been made and precise information 
obtained as to values and supplies of the timbers selected. 

By arrangement, the Committee work in close co- 
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operation with the Empire Forestry Association (whose 
offices are at the Imperial Institute), and also with a 
Committee of the Royal Institute of British Architects. 

The following are the principal countries the timbers 
of which have been or are being considered by the Com- 
mittee : India, Canada, New Zealand, British Guiana, 
British Honduras, Nigeria, Gold Coast, Sierra Leone, 
British North Borneo, The Committee have also dealt 
with a number of special questions, and advised on matters 
referred by the Imperial Institute. 

Throughout their enquiries the Committee have regu- 
larly availed themselves of expert evidence from overseas 
forestry officers when on leave, and from representatives 
of the timber trade in this country. Preliminary examina- 
tion of samples of promising timbers from the Colonial 
and Indian Collections in the Public Exhibition Galleries 
of the Institute has been followed by practical trials and 
strength tests carried out, according to circumstances, at 
the Imperial Institute or at the works of members of the 
Committee, on consignments of selected woods obtained 
from the Governments concerned or from firms interested. 
Information has also been obtained regarding the prices 
of the selected timbers, the quantities and sizes regularly 
available for export, and other necessary commercial 
information. The final reports on the selected timbers 
have been sent to the respective Governments and published 
in the Bulletin of the Imperial Institute, and also (in 
appropriate cases) in the technical press. 

The Committee consider that they have now accumu- 
lated sufficient evidence of the existence of many new or 
little-known Empire timbers worth attention in this coun- 
try, to warrant the organisation of an exhibition of the 
timbers in question, accompanied by information as to 
technical qualities and strength values, prices, quantities 
available and other commercial particulars. Arrange- 
ments have recently been made to incorporate samples of 
these timbers in a special exhibition of Empire timbers 
to be arranged at the Imperial Institute in co-operation 
with the Empire Forestry Association. 

The following are examples of some of the more impor- 
tant investigations carried out by the Committee. 
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British Columbia 

Increasing difficulty is experienced in this country in 
obtaining abundant supplies of softwoods, at satisfactory 
prices, for general construction purposes. The proportion 
of such woods imported into this country, derived from 
Empire sources, is comparatively small. The principal 
constructional timbers of British Columbia, viz. Douglas 
fir, Sitka spruce, and Western hemlock were considered 
by the Committee as well adapted to the needs of con- 
sumers in the United Kingdom, and as likely to obtain 
an established position in this market if brought promi- 
nently to the notice of architects, merchants and others. 
In response to an earlier enquiry from the Agent-General 
for British Columbia, for information as to British Govern- 
ment specifications for building timbers, the Imperial 
Institute had suggested that H.M. Office of Works should 
be consulted by the Imperial Institute as to the inclusion 
of selected British Columbia woods in the official building 
specifications of the Department. Action was taken accord- 
ingly and arrangements made for H.M. Office of Works to 
carry out practical trials and tests on consignments of 
Douglas fir, Western hemlock and spruce — on the under- 
standing that the Office of Works should include the timbers 
in their official specifications if the results proved satis- 
factory. The tests and practical trials, in which the Com- 
mittee took much interest, were carried out over a period 
of many months on timber supplied by the British Columbia 
Government to the Imperial Institute. The results 
proved entirely satisfactory and the three woods mentioned 
are now included, as agreed, in the building specifications 
of H.M. Office of Works, 

Reports by the Committee on the timbers in question, 
embodying the results of the investigation, and referring 
to the inclusion of the woods in the official specifications, 
were sent to the Agent-General for British Columbia, 
and to the High Commissioner for transmission to the 
Government of Canada. The reports were also published 
in the Bulletin of the Imperial Institute and have been 
widely reproduced in other journals. 

The Committee also made special enquiries regarding a 



TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES 


9i 


certain prejudice which hitherto has existed in this country 
against the use of Canadian Douglas fir. From the evidence 
obtained, the Committee reported that, in their opinion, 
the prejudice is in large part unjustified, and that certain 
defects occurring in the wood could be remedied with 
improved methods of shipment. 

Eastern Canada 

A corresponding enquiry into the possibility of in- 
creasing the use of Eastern Canadian woods in this country 
resulted in the recommendation of a number of valuable 
softwoods and hardwoods whose merits entitle them to 
a much wider utilisation in the United Kingdom. 

One of the principal causes militating against a wider 
use of Canadian softwoods in the home market is the 
fact that the timber is not easy to obtain in the range 
of sizes and forms of manufacture required by the trade. 
The Committee considered this question in detail and made 
recommendations as to the sizes chiefly required. The 
report was communicated to the Canadian Government. 

New Zealand 

Kauri Pine , — At the suggestion of the Imperial Insti- 
tute Committee for New Zealand, the Timbers Committee 
enquired into the possibility of increasing the use of 
kauri pine in this country. A member of the Committee, 
whose firm has special experience of the trade in kauri, 
furnished much information on the subject, and a full 
report on the trade in the timber, and the uses to which 
the wood has been or might be put in this country was 
prepared and sent to the High Commissioner for trans- 
mission to the New Zealand Government. The Timbers 
Committee recorded their view that, on its merits, kauri 
pine would readily find an extended market in this country, 
but that the controlling factor is the price of the timber. 
The Committee also pointed out that the question of the 
availability of supplies in New Zealand is a factor of the 
greatest importance. 

Beech . — The commercial prospects of New Zealand 
beech timbers in the United Kingdom have also been 
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considered at the request of the Committee for New 
Zealand. 

Samples of the timbers from the New Zealand Court 
in the Exhibition Galleries, and others (supplied by the 
New Zealand Government and by timber exporters in the 
Dominion) were examined, and information obtained as 
to the price of the timbers. The Committee reported 
that certain of the timbers, notably silver beech, would 
be suitable in this country for purposes for which imported 
birch is used, but that the important question is that 
of price. The report was sent to the Government of New 
Zealand, through the High Commissioner. 

In connection with a further enquiry, New Zealand 
silver beech was suggested as a substitute for rock-maple 
for the manufacture of boot-lasts. Large quantities of 
American rock-maple are used for this purpose and owing 
to competition from other industries supplies had become 
scarce and high-priced. By arrangement with a firm in 
New Zealand a consignment of blocks of silver beech was 
obtained for practical trials by last makers in Northamp- 
ton. The timber proved to be very serviceable for boot- 
lasts, but not fully equal to rock-maple for the purpose. 
Sample lasts made from the blocks were sent to the firm 
supplying the latter, with suggestions as to the local uses 
for the wood. 


British Guiana 

In connection with the question of marketing selected 
British Guiana timbers in this country, the Committee, 
at the invitation of the Colonial Government, selected from 
tested specimens shown in the Exhibition Galleries a 
number of woods of promising character, and suggested that 
a trial shipment of these should be sent to England to 
test the market. A firm of timber brokers represented 
on the Committee undertook the arrangements for bringing 
the shipment to the notice of the trade. 

The British Guiana Government have also sought 
the opinion of the Committee as to the advisability of 
carrying out trials in this country with mora and waliaba 
timbers as railway sleepers, these woods having proved 
satisfactory for the purpose in the Colony. The Committee 
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considered the woods to be worth trial for the purpose, 
and arranged with two British railway companies to 
lay down a useful number of sleepers of each of the woods 
in the permanent-ways of the companies. The Committee 
advised the British Guiana Government accordingly, and 
the Government, in co-operation with local firms, have 
now arranged for the sleepers required for the trials to 
be sent to this country, 

British Honduras 

In consultation with the Forest Officer of the Colony, 
the Committee have enquired into the possibility of market- 
ing in this country British Honduras woods other than 
mahogany, rosewood and cedar, which are already well 
known. A selection was made of promising timbers, of 
which four varieties occurring in merchantable quantities 
and good sizes have now been tested in the Timber Labora- 
tory of the Imperial Institute. Similar samples of the 
remaining selected timbers were requested from British 
Honduras, subject to these timbers being available at 
satisfactory prices and in commercial sizes and quantities. 
So far, however, it appears that at present the conditions 
laid down cannot be met. 

Special enquiry has been made regarding the com- 
mercial possibilities of the British Honduras pine forests 
as a source of coniferous timber. 

Nigeria 

Commercial Possibilities of Nigerian Timbers . — By 
arrangement with the Chief Conservator of Forests, Nigeria, 
when in this country, the Committee undertook to investi- 
gate the commercial possibilities of eleven Nigerian timbers 
(other than mahogany) suggested by the Chief Conservator 
as worth consideration for export to the United Kingdom. 
Representative logs of each of the timbers were received 
at the Imperial Institute from Nigeria with information 
as to the prices at which the timbers could be shipped. 
Comparative seasoning trials (artificial and natural season- 
ing) were put in hand by the Committee, the processes 
being carried out at the works of a member of the Com- 
mittee. The artificial seasoning proved entirely successful 
4 
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in all cases and the Committee based their report on the 
planks so treated. The natural seasoning has so far also 
given satisfactory results. 

Of the eleven timbers examined, five were regarded by 
the Committee as likely to find a market in this country, 
if available for regular export in satisfactory quantities 
and at competitive prices. The Committee offered 
certain suggestions for the consideration of the Colonial 
Government with a view to encouraging the exploitation 
of these timbers, and discussed the question with Sir Hugh 
Clifford, Governor of Nigeria, when in this country, and 
also with firms engaged in the export timber trade from 
West Africa. 

A complete investigation of the mechanical strengths 
of the timbers selected by the Committee has recently 
been completed in the Timber Laboratory of the Imperial 
Institute, and the results will be communicated to the 
Nigerian Government. 

Practical trials with certain Nigerian timbers have 
also been carried out by the firms of members of the Com- 
mittee and by the Imperial Institute. A large double door 
and window-frames made of Nigerian iroko (West African 
teak) were constructed and fitted in exposed positions 
in one of the Stores buildings of the Institute with a view 
to testing this wood as a substitute for teak. The experi- 
ments, which have now been extended over four years, 
have given entirely satisfactory results and have demon- 
strated the useful character of the timber for the purposes 
mentioned. 

Ring-shake in Sapele Mahogany . — In co-operation with 
a West African firm of merchants the Committee have 
carried out an extended series of observations with a 
view to ascertaining whether sapele mahogany cut from 
trees ring-barked before felling would be free from ring- 
shake, a defect which has been detrimental to the use of 
the timber in the English market. 

Logs cut from a tree ring-barked in 1914 and felled 
in 1917 were sent by the firm to the Imperial Institute 
and a series of observations on the boards cut therefrom 
were made. Artificial seasoning processes were also carried 
out at the works of a member of the Committee. The 
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observations suggested that ring-barking may have a 
useful effect in preventing excessive ring-shake, though 
probably the method cannot be relied upon entirely to 
prevent the defect. 

Experiments were then carried out with a view to 
testing the widely-held view that ring-shake occurs only 
in mature sapele trees. On the recommendation of the 
Imperial Institute, the Nigerian Government sanctioned 
the experimental felling of a number of young trees for 
examination by the Committee. After seasoning in 
Nigeria the logs were shipped to England and have been 
kept under observation for about two years. The results 
show that while young sapele trees are not free from 
ring-shake the defect is not marked, and is not likely to 
develop if the logs are kept in the round until sawn. 

Mangrove Wood . — The question of the possible utilisa- 
tion in this country of Nigerian mangrove wood has been 
considered, supplies of the timber being furnished by the 
Nigerian Government and by an exporting firm. The 
enquiries and practical trials conducted by the Committee 
showed that, while mangrove wood possesses several 
desirable qualities, its hardness and weight would probably 
restrict its use in this country mainly to railway sleepers. 
The Railway Executive Committee were therefore con- 
sulted as to the possibility of using the wood on British 
railways, and particulars of the specifications for sleepers 
on British railways were supplied to the Nigerian Govern- 
ment. 

Arising out of this enquiry, experiments in methods 
of seasoning the timber were carried out in Nigeria, over 
an extended period, at the suggestion of the Committee. 

India 

In connection with the Indian Trade Enquiry of the 
Imperial Institute, the Timbers Committee prepared a 
report on Indian timbers suited for use in this country, 
apart from teak and other Indian woods already established 
on the market. The report was transmitted to the 
Government of India and subsequently published in the 
series of Indian Trade Enquiry reports. 

More recently, the Committee have taken evidence 
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from the Conservator of Forests, Burma, as to Burmese 
timbers worth trial in this country. Arrangements are 
being made to obtain samples of the timbers recommended 
with a view to tests and trials being made at the Imperial 
Institute on the timbers selected by the Committee. 

In view of the opening for additional supplies of oak 
of good quality in this country, an enquiry is in progress 
as to the suitability of Indian oaks for the purpose. By 
arrangement with the Conservator of Forests, Punjab, 
samples of selected oak timbers are being sent for examina- 
tion and report by the Committee. 

North Borneo 

Evidence regarding North Borneo timbers has been 
taken by the Committee from the Conservator of Forests, 
and a selection of promising timbers likely to be available 
has been made. By arrangement with the British North 
Borneo Company, supplies of these timbers are to be sent 
to the Imperial Institute for strength tests and practical 
trials to be carried out in the Timber Laboratory of the 
Institute. 


Practical Trials and Investigations 
As mentioned above in the appropriate sections, the 
Committee have investigated, by means of practical trials, 
special questions upon which information was required 
to enable them to arrive at an opinion with regard to the 
timbers under consideration. These trials have included 
artificial and natural seasoning, experimental fellings of 
timber trees, joinery and polishing trials, etc., and, accord- 
ing. to circumstances, have been carried out at the works 
of members of the Committee, or in the country producing 
the timber, or at the Imperial Institute. 

A series of fire-tests of selected timbers, planned with 
a view to the inclusion of successful woods in the schedules 
of " fire-proof ” timbers published by the London County 
Council and other authorities, was arranged with the 
British Fire Prevention Committee, and the necessary 
test doors, etc., were constructed. 

At the suggestion of the Committee an important series 
of practical trials of Empire timbers selected as promising 
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for motor-body building is being carried out in co-operation 
with the Institute of British Carriage and Automobile 
Manufacturers. The timbers (including varieties from 
Nigeria, India, North Borneo, British Guiana) were selected 
by a deputation from the Institute of British Carriage 
Builders who inspected the collections of timbers in the 
Exhibition Galleries for the purpose. The trials, which 
are now practically complete, have been carried out under 
the supervision of the President of the Institute of British 
Carriage Builders, who is a member of the Committee. 

Other Enquiries 

Among other questions dealt with by the Committee 
may be mentioned references from the Imperial Institute, 
and from the Empire Forestry Association, requesting 
assistance in connection with enquiries as to (a) methods 
of seasoning boxwood from the Union of South Africa ; 
(b) local timbers suitable for making packing cases for 
the fruit and dairy industries of Rhodesia ; (c) identifica- 
tion of timbers used in the construction of enemy aircraft 
during the war ; ( d ) substitutes for rock-maple for manu- 
facturing boot-lasts ; (e) possible use of mangrove timber 
for wood paving ; (/) fire-resisting qualities of timber ; 
(g) British substitutes for American basswood used for 
making bee-keeping appliances ; (h) the u ozone M process 
for seasoning oak. 

Mineral Resources Committee 

The Advisory Committee on Mineral Resources was 
formed in July 1916, to advise on the work conducted 
at the Institute on minerals. 

The Committee includes representatives of the Admir- 
alty, Board of Trade, the London Chamber of Commerce, 
and also of the sciences concerned with minerals. The 
late Lord Rhondda was the first Chairman, and he 
was succeeded by the late Lord Harcourt. Since Lord 
Harcourt's death Sir Edmond Slade has acted as Vice- 
Chairman of the Committee. A list of the present members 
of the Committee is given on page 28. 

Many years previous to the formation of the Committee 
the Imperial Institute had been engaged in collecting and 
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disseminating information on mineral resources, particu- 
larly those of the British Empire, and had published 
periodically in its u Bulletin n about forty special articles 
on the occurrence and uses of various economic minerals. 
A separate monograph on The World's Supply of Potash 
was published in 1915 and the first edition was soon ex- 
hausted. A separate monograph on Zinc Ores followed 
in 1918 and the entire edition was quickly sold. The 
Committee recommended in its report of 1917 that all the 
special articles on Mineral Resources hitherto published in 
the Bulletin should, in future, be extended and issued 
as separate publications, with special reference to the 
minerals of the British Empire, and that a Mineral Year 
Book should be issued annually. 

After consultations with the recently formed Imperial 
Mineral Resources Bureau it was arranged in 1919 that, in 
accordance with the requestof the Bureau, that Department 
should take over the proposed publication of the Mineral 
Year Book which the Committee had intended to issue, 
and that the monographs should be issued by the Institute 
as arranged by the Committee. The groundwork of each 
of these monographs is prepared by a specialist selected 
by the Committee, who is assisted by the staff of the 
Imperial Institute and by members of the Committee. 
It was decided that the name of the chief compiler should 
be stated on each monograph. The monographs are pub- 
lished for the Institute by Mr. John Murray. 

Up to the present the monographs which have been 
issued are on: Potash (1915), Zinc (1918), Manganese 
(1919), Tin (1919), Tungsten (1920), Coal (1920), Platinum 
Metals (1920), Lead (1920), Chromium (1921), Petroleum 
(1921), Silver (1921), Oil Shales (1921), Potash, 2nd edition 
(1922), Molybdenum (1922), Mercury (1923), and Copper 

(1923). 

The monographs now in preparation include Alu- 
minium, Antimony, Bismuth, Gold, Nickel, Cobalt, 
Vanadium, and Zinc (2nd edition). 

The production by the staff of the Institute, with the 
advice and assistance of the Committee, of a Mineral 
Map, to show the chief occurrences of metallic ores within 
the British Empire, was completed in 1917. By arrange- 
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ment with the Admiralty the Map was printed by the 
Ordnance Survey in 1918. The whole edition was soon 
exhausted and a second and enlarged edition was issued 
in 1922, including diagrams illustrating the metal produc- 
tion of the British Empire in relation to that of the world. 
This enlarged Map was published for the Imperial Institute 
by Messrs. George Philip and Son, Ltd. 

The Committee, in addition to advising as to the mineral 
publications of the Institute, has also considered a number 
of questions concerned with investigations of minerals 
conducted at the Imperial Institute, and the supply of 
information respecting the occurrence and utilisation of 
minerals of all kinds. These are dealt with in the section 
of the report which relates to minerals (p. 207). 


Rubber Research Committee 

In 1913 a scheme of research for the improvement of 
plantation rubber was established by the Ceylon Govern- 
ment in co-operation with the Imperial Institute and in 
conjunction with a number of planting companies in the 
Colony, the general supervision being vested in Committees 
in Ceylon and in London. An independent scheme of 
rubber research was at that time conducted in the Colony 
by the Rubber Growers' Association. The existence of 
these two schemes involved some duplication of investiga- 
tions, and in 1920 arrangements were made for their amal- 
gamation. Under the new scheme, representatives of 
the Rubber Growers' Association have been added to the 
Committee appointed by the Government of Ceylon to 
administer the scheme in the Colony, and also to the 
London Committee, which advises as to the work carried 
out at the Imperial Institute. The London Committee 
includes a representative of the Research Association of 
British Rubber and Tyre Manufacturers, with whom co- 
operation has been arranged in dealing with questions 
relating to raw rubber which require investigation. A list 
of the members of this Committee is given on page 28, 

The funds for carrying on the Scheme are provided by 
contributions from the Ceylon Government and the Rubber 
Growers' Association, and by subscriptions from planters 
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and others connected with the rubber industry in the 
Colony who are not members of the Rubber Growers’ 
Association. Steps are being taken to obtain the co- 
operation of the entire planting community in Ceylon. 

The Scheme provided for the appointment in Ceylon 
of a chemist, a mycologist, a physiological botanist, and 
a secretary and travelling inspector, and at the request 
of the Ceylon Committee suitable candidates for these 
posts were selected by the London Committee. All four 
officers have now commenced duty in the Colony. 

The staff for the chemical and vulcanisation investiga- 
tions at the Imperial Institute includes a superintendent, 
two assistants and a mechanic. 

In connection with the scheme over five hundred 
samples of rubber were specially prepared in Ceylon for 
detailed investigation at the Imperial Institute, and reports 
on a large number of these had been made to Ceylon prior 
to the revised scheme coming into operation. Reports 
on the remainder of the samples have since been com- 
pleted and forwarded to Ceylon, together with a summary 
of the main conclusions to be drawn from the whole of 
the experiments conducted since the commencement of 
rubber research in the Colony. The questions investigated 
have included : (i) the amount of variation shown by 
rubbers prepared by a standard method — {a) from trees 
of different ages, ( b ) from different estates, and ( c ) at 
different seasons of the year ; (2) the effect of different 
methods of preparing the raw rubber, e.g . different methods 
of coagulation ; the addition of preservatives to the latex ; 
the dilution of the latex before coagulation ; the form 
of the rubber (sheet, crepe, block, etc.) ; various methods 
of drying, including smoking ; the characters of moist 
rubber, etc. ; (3) the cause of the inferior mechanical 
properties of scrap rubbers ; and (4) the suitability of 
plantation rubber for special manufacturing purposes. 
Important investigations have also been carried out on 
the influence of the constituents of raw rubber, other than 
caoutchouc, on vulcanisation ; on methods of testing 
raw rubber ; and on other related problems. 

These experiments have furnished valuable results 
regarding the properties of plantation rubber. A detailed 
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programme for further work in London, based on the 
results already obtained, has been drawn up, and series of 
samples for the investigations it is proposed to carry out 
are now being prepared in Ceylon, 


PUBLIC EXHIBITION GALLERIES 

The Exhibition Galleries of the Imperial Institute 
contain between thirty and forty separate Collections of 
exhibits illustrating the nature and chief resources of 
the oversea countries of the Empire. Every country is 
now represented. 

Each year new exhibits are received from private 
sources as well as from governments for renewals or addi- 
tions, and the work of rearrangement and relabelling 
is in continuous operation by the Staff of the Institute. 
In the last two years important improvements and many 
additions of new exhibits have been made in the Courts 
of Canada, New Zealand, Australia, South Africa, New- 
foundland, West Africa, the West Indies, Uganda, Fiji, 
Sudan, North Borneo (where an entirely new collection 
has been installed), Malaya and Ceylon and others, apart 
from the routine renewals involved in the maintenance 
of all the collections. 

In recent years the total attendance annually has 
been in the neighbourhood of 100,000. Last year the 
total was 1 53,000, which includes 5,000 pupils from 180 
different schools and institutions, who came in parties 
accompanied by their teachers, and who either visited 
in turn the collections of the principal countries of the 
Empire, the present position and resources of which were 
explained by the Guide Lecturer or other officer of the 
Institute, or attended separately with or without their 
teachers. 

More than twice as many schools applied last year for 
conducted visits as could be dealt with by the present staff, 
and the same has occurred this year, when additional 
arrangements have been made to deal with a larger number. 
It is therefore clear that the Galleries of the Imperial 

4 
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Institute are fulfilling an important public purpose in 
connection with the teaching of the commercial geography 
of the Empire. There is no other place in London where 
the nature and resources of all the British countries over- 
seas, systematically arranged on a geographical basis, 
can be seen and studied side by side in one and the same 
building, with the assistance of maps, pictures, photo- 
graphs, explanatory diagrams and models. 

The following is a list of the principal districts from 
which schools requested the services of the Guide Lecturer 
during 1922-23 : Acton ; Balham ; Battersea ; Bedford 
Park ; Bethnal Green ; Blackheath ; Brixton ; Camber- 
well ; Camden Town ; Charing Cross ; Chelsea ; Chiswick ; 
Clapham ; Clapton ; Crouch End ; Deptford ; Enfield ; 
Finsbury ; Fulham ; Greenwich ; Hackney ; Hammer- 
smith ; Hampstead ; Hanwell ; Hendon ; Holloway ; 
Isleworth ; Islington ; Kennington ; Kensal Rise ; Ken- 
sington ; Lewisham ; Maida Vale ; Marylebone ; Pad- 
dington ; Peckham ; Plaistow ; Purley ; Putney ; St. 
Georges, East ; South Hampstead ; Southwark ; Stam- 
ford Hill; Stepney; Stoke Newington; Stroud Green; 
Tollington Park ; Tottenham ; Tower Hill ; Walworth ; 
Westminster ; Whitechapel ; Windsor ; Wood Green. 

Extracts from some recent letters received from schools 
which have attended are given in the Appendix (p. 267). 

Last year over 8,000 descriptive pamphlets about 
the Dominions and Colonies, etc., were applied for by 
visitors, and issued from the Central Stand for Publications 
and General Enquiries in the Galleries, and many of these 
visitors came with a definite enquiry in view. 

In addition to the general public and schools, the 
Galleries are also visited by members of various institutes, 
societies and clubs who request special guidance for their 
members, such as the Geographical Association, the various 
polytechnics, the Union of Scientific Societies, and various 
field clubs. 

Yet this work is only in its infancy. The total expen- 
diture from the funds of the Institute on the Galleries 
has been very small. With a larger staff and further pub- 
licity far more could be accomplished. During the war 
the Galleries were taken by the Government for use as 
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offices and the contents removed, and it is only since 1920 
that they have been restored and re-established with the 
exhibits after repair and re-decoration. Although numer- 
ous additions and improvements have been made through- 
out the collections, their further development and populari- 
sation for the benefit of the general public and schools 
requires to be undertaken. 

It is obvious that the collections at the Imperial 
Institute possess important advantages which are not 
secured elsewhere. 

(1) All the countries of the Empire are represented in 
one building, which, from the educational as well as from 
other standpoints, is a most important advantage. More- 
over, the large majority of these countries have no other 
permanent representation of any kind in this country. 

(2) The Collections include not only products with 
descriptive labels stating their nature and uses prepared 
by an expert staff, but also maps, models, diagrams of 
trade and commerce, pictures, photographs of towns and 
industries, examples of native handicraft, and other illus- 
trations which help to give a comprehensive idea of the 
present position of each country. 

(3) In addition to the staff concerned with their care 
and maintenance, these collections are associated with 
the special departments of the Institute for intelligence, 
investigation and research, including an expert staff with 
scientific and technical knowdedge of the occurrence, 
production and usage of the materials exhibited. 

Besides being visited by schools and the general public, 
these collections are the starting-point for many of the 
enquiries and researches conducted by the Imperial 
Institute for the benefit of the countries concerned. Re- 
cently samples drawn from these collections were utilised 
for over fifty investigations conducted by the Scientific 
and Technical Department of the Imperial Institute. The 
collections are also used for the purpose of dealing with en- 
quiries about the occurrence, value and supply of products, 
whilst the materials exhibited are in requisition for the 
purpose of supplying samples to manufacturers, merchants 
and other enquirers who are in communication with the 
Imperial Institute respecting their qualities, usage and 
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sources of supply. Last year samples of various products 
from the Exhibition Galleries were requested in con- 
nection with over seventy different enquiries. 

Samples have also been supplied to museums, schools 
and other educational institutions and to various temporary 
exhibitions ; and for the purposes of public lectures includ- 
ing those arranged by the branches of the Victoria League. 

The collections are also continually utilised by the 
several technical committees of the Institute, composed 
of representatives of industries and trade, such as the 
general Committee on Raw Materials, associated with the 
Chambers of Commerce, and those on timbers, silk, etc., 
which are engaged in promoting the development of the 
production and the extension of the use of these materials 
within the Empire. 

Recent controversy concerning the attempt to secure 
the greater part of these Galleries for the purposes of the 
War Museum, to which they were to be permanently 
transferred, has again drawn public attention to their 
value, and numerous testimonies to their importance 
have appeared in the press. The Times appointed a 
member of its staff to visit the Galleries with a view to the 
publication of information respecting them. His article 
on the subject, entitled, “ Empire Trade Teaching,' ' is 
reprinted in the Appendix (p. 269), Similarly The Daily 
Telegraph commissioned Sir William Schooling to conduct 
an enquiry, and his article, entitled “ Courts of Empire," 
is also appended (p, 273). 

It will be seen that each of these independent writers, 
who previously had no special knowledge of the Imperial 
Institute and its work, agrees in attaching high import* 
ance to the value of the Galleries and the need for the 
development and extension of their operations. 

There is also appended (p. 277) an editorial notice 
which recently appeared in the principal scientific journal, 
Nature. 

In connection with the proposals referred to, to use a 
large part of the Imperial Institute for the War Museum, 
it has been argued that the purposes of the Galleries are 
already better served by the show-rooms established by 
certain Dominions, etc., elsewhere in London. This 
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argument ignores the important value of the collections 
of the Imperial Institute as representing in one building 
the whole of the Empire, and also the fact that there is 
ample justification for the great Dominions having in this 
country more than one exhibition differing in scope and 
character, but co-ordinated so as to work together in the 
interests of the countries concerned. 

It has also been alleged that the collections of the 
Imperial Institute have failed to attract the large numbers 
which are expected to visit the War Museum in the future, 
and that there are often few visitors to be seen in the 
Galleries of the Institute. There will be no difficulty in 
very largely increasing the number of visitors to the 
Galleries if greater publicity is given to them, and atten- 
tion drawn to the interest they possess for every citizen 
of the Empire. No one, however, would expect these 
collections to have the same attraction for certain classes 
of the community as spectacular shows and entertainments. 

In no museums of this special character is it to be 
expected that crowds of visitors will be present contin- 
uously, and there must always be occasions when there 
are few. Similar observations indicate that the same is 
true of the Dominions’ Show-rooms in the City and else- 
where, though passers-by may be attracted to look at a 
window in which there is a striking display. 

The attendance in the Galleries of the Imperial Institute 
compares very favourably with those in the Museums 
adjoining the Institute, having regard to the fact that the 
Galleries of the Institute are not open in the evenings or 
on Sundays when there is a large attendance at similar 
institutions. 

In this connection mention may be made of some 
of the more important matters which it is intended to 
advance, now that the Galleries are again in order and 
funds are available for the purpose. 

The public entrances are too inconspicuous from the 
road, and require substantial improvement. 

Only one member of the staff has hitherto been available 
to act as a Guide Lecturer and explain the exhibits to 
visitors, and it has been necessary to refuse many applica- 
tions for his services. Additional officers require to be 
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appointed for this purpose, especially having regard to 
the increasing requests from schools. 

A small descriptive book on the countries of the Empire 
and their resources is needed. This would serve as a text' 
book for schools, and as a general guide to the collections 
of the Imperial Institute. 

Special lectures by external lecturers on countries, 
their resources and industries need to be arranged, illus- 
trated by the exhibits in the Galleries. This has been 
provisionally done this year, and has proved a success. 

Temporary exhibitions illustrating the development of 
Empire products, supplementary to the permanent collec- 
tions, should be held periodically, such for example as of 
timbers, silk, tobacco and others, on which the expert staff 
and committees of the Institute are at work. The few 
which have been held so far have been very successful 
and well attended, and serve in addition to a general 
educational purpose that of illustrating the Empire’s part 
in furnishing these important commodities. 

Want of funds and shortage of staff have prevented 
the holding in recent years of temporary exhibitions, but 
arrangements have now been made for an exhibition in 
conjunction with the Silk Association illustrating the 
progress of the cultivation of silk within the Empire, and 
of an exhibition of the commercial timbers of the Empire 
in conjunction with the Empire Forestry Association. 

During the last two years exhibitions of the Presents 
and Addresses received by H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, 
in Canada, and of those received in Australia, New Zealand, 
and Fiji have been held in the Upper West Gallery, and 
in the same gallery the City and Guilds of London Insti- 
tute have held an exhibition of technological work in 
connection with their examinations which are held in 
various parts of the Empire. 

So far, again from want of funds, little or no publicity 
in the press has been given to the operations of the Imperial 
Institute, A Publicity Officer is required to give informa- 
tion, not only respecting the Galleries and their contents, 
but also about the important intelligence, investigation 
and research work which is being continuously conducted at 
the Imperial Institute on behalf of the Empire as a whole. 
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LIBRARY AND MAP-ROOM 

The Library of the Imperial Institute contains a large 
collection of works of reference, and is regularly supplied 
with the more important official publications, and with 
many of the principal newspapers and periodicals of the 
United Kingdom, the Dominions, the Colonies and India. 
Special attention is given to publications relating to tropical 
agriculture and forestry, mineral resources, and the pro- 
duction and utilisation of raw materials. 

The Library is in constant use in connection with the 
work of the Institute and is also used by enquirers and 
other visitors to the Institute. 

The Library includes about 35,000 publications, and 
in addition over 500 serial journals, etc., are regularly 
received. 

The Map-room is provided with a large collection of 
recent maps of the Dominions, the Colonies and India. 


PUBLICATIONS 

Bulletin of the Imperial Institute 

The Bulletin of the Imperial Institute has been issued 
as a quarterly publication since I903> and from 1912 
onwards it has been published in a greatly improved and 
enlarged form by the firm of Mr. John Murray. 

The Bulletin furnishes a quarterly record of progress 
in tropical agriculture and the commercial utilisation 
of the natural resources of the Dominions, Colonies and 
India. It serves also as a means of publishing the results 
of the principal investigations of the Institute throughout 
the Empire, and of disseminating information by special 
articles relating to the cultivation, preparation and 
economic possibilities of raw materials of all kinds. 

Each number of the Bulletin includes : 

(1) Reports of the more important investigations 
carried out by the Scientific and Technical Department 
of the Institute. 
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(2) Articles on the production, uses and marketing of 
raw materials of all kinds, vegetable, mineral and animal. 
These articles are illustrated as occasion requires by photo- 
graphs, maps, etc. A prominent feature is made of the 
cultivation and preparation of tropical products, particu- 
larly those which are suitable for introduction into new 
countries. 

(3) A special section is devoted to recent progress in 
agricultural and mineral developments in different parts 
of the world. This contains a summary of information 
published in Government and other publications, both 
British and foreign, 

(4) Notices of new books relating especially to raw 
materials and their utilisation, and to the development 
of the countries of the Empire. 

At present about 3,000 copies of each number are printed, 
and cither sold to subscribers or issued in exchange for 
the publications of other organisations. The subscribers 
include Government departments, public institutions, 
business firms and private individuals in this country 
and in other parts of the Empire, and also in many foreign 
countries, including France, Belgium, Holland, Denmark, 
Finland, Italy, Switzerland, Spain, Morocco, French West 
Africa, Belgian Congo, Angola, Portuguese East Africa, 
Dutch East Indies, China, Japan, Siam, United States, 
Brazil, Ecuador and Argentina. 

Copies are presented to those Governments which 
subscribe to the funds of the Institute and to a large 
number of Government Departments, Chambers of Com- 
merce, Societies, etc., throughout the Empire, from which, 
in many cases, the Institute receives publications in 
exchange. 

The Bulletin is edited by the Director and is chiefly 
prepared by the staff of the Institute, whilst special articles 
are contributed by other writers with expert knowledge 
of certain subjects, including agricultural and other officers 
in the Dominions and Colonies. 

The reports and articles published in the Bulletin 
are regularly abstracted in the chief agricultural and 
technical journals throughout the Empire and many are 
reprinted either in whole or in part. Among the journals 



PUBLICATIONS 


109 


which regularly publish either abstracts or reprints of 
articles from the Bulletin are : 

England. — Tropical Life ; Nature ; Journal of the 
Royal Society of Arts ; Geographical Journal ; Bulletin 
of the Federation of British Industries ; Kew Bulletin ; 
Review of Applied Entomology ; Review of Applied 
Mycology ; Analyst ; Journal of the Chemical Society ; 
Journal of the Society of Chemical Industry ; Chemical 
Trade Journal ; India Rubber Journal ; Rubber Age ; 
Oil and Colour Trades Journal ; Perfumery and Essential 
Oil Record ; Paper Maker ; Paper Makers' Monthly 
Journal ; World's Paper Trade Review ; Journal of the 
Textile Institute ; Textile Manufacturer ; International 
Sugar Journal ; Journal of the Institute of Brewing ; 
Chemist and Druggist ; Pharmaceutical Journal ; Year- 
book of Pharmacy ; Journal of the Society of Dyers and 
Colourists ; Journal of the Society of Leather Trades' 
Chemists ; Leather Trades Review ; Leather World ; 
Timber ; Timber Trades Journal ; Mining Magazine ; Metal 
Industry ; Transactions of the Ceramic Society ; British 
Clay worker ; Raw Materials Review ; Waste Trade World. 

India. — Agricultural Journal of India; Indian Planters' 
Gazette ; Planters' Chronicle ; Indian Trade Journal ; 
Indian Industries and Power ; Indian Engineering ; 
Mysore Economic Journal ; Indian Textile Journal ; 
Quarterly Journal, Scientific Department, Indian Tea 
Association ; Indian Forester. 

Dominions . — Canadian Chemical Journal ; Canadian 
Mining Magazine ; Queensland Agricultural Journal ; 
Agricultural Gazette; New South Wales ; Australian 
Forestry Journal ; South African Journal of Agriculture ; 
South African Journal of Industries. 

Colonies. — Cyprus Agricultural Journal ; Tropical 
Agriculturist (Ceylon) ; Agricultural Bulletin, Federated 
Malay States ; The Planter (Malaya) ; Rhodesia Agricul- 
tural Journal ; Farmers’ Journal (East Africa) ; Journal 
of the Gold Coast Agricultural and Commercial Society ; 
Journal of the Board of Agriculture, British Guiana. 

United States. — Experiment Station Record ; Com- 
merce Reports ; Chemical Abstracts ; Industrial and 
Engineering Chemistry ; India Rubber World ; Cotton 
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Oil Press ; Oil, Paint and Drug Reporter ; Spice Mill ; 
American Fertiliser. 

Other Countries . — L’Agronomie Coloniale ; Revue de 
Botanique Appliqude et d’ Agriculture Coloniale ; Bulletin 
de la Soci^te d’ Encouragement pour ITndustrie Nationale ; 
Chimie et Industrie ; Le Caoutchouc et la Guttapercha ; 
Bulletin des Caoutchoucs del’Institut Colonial, Marseille; 
Les Matieres Grasses ; Bulletin des Matieres Grasses de 
l’lnstitut Colonial, Marseille ; La Parfumerie Moderne ; 
Bulletin, Roure Bertrand Fils ; Travaux du Laboratoire 
de Materia Medica ; Bulletin Economique de lTndo-Chine ; 
Bulletin ficonomique de Madagascar ; Journal de la 
Station Agronomique, Guadeloupe ; Bulletin de 1' Office 
du Gouvernement General de PAlgerie. 

International Review of the Science and Practice of 
Agriculture (Rome) ; L’Agricoltura Coloniale, Rivista 
Coloniale ; Bulletin Agricole du Congo Beige ; Teys- 
mannia ; Dutch East Indies Archipelago ; Colombian 
Trade Review ; Tropenpflanzer ; Chemisches Zentralblatt ; 
Gummi Zeitung ; Chemische Umschau ; Schimmel and 
Co.’s Reports on Essential Oils ; Collegium ; Der Gerber. 


Handbooks to the Commercial Resources of the 
Tropics 

In order to provide information respecting the more 
important vegetable products of the tropics, their cultiva- 
tion and preparation, with special reference to the needs 
of West Africa, a series of handbooks on these subjects 
has been prepared at the Imperial Institute under the 
editorship of the Director and published by Mr. John 
Murray. The volumes already issued, some of which are 
now in their second edition, are : 

The Agricultural and Forest Products of British West 
Africa, by Gerald C. Dudgeon, C.B.E., lately Consulting 
Agriculturist and Director-General of Agriculture in Egypt, 
and previously Inspector of Agriculture for British West 
Africa. 

Cocoa : Its Cultivation and Preparation, by W. H. John- 
son, F.L.S,, formerly Director of Agriculture in Southern 
Nigeria. 
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Rubber : Its Sources, Cultivation and Preparation, 
by Harold Brown, Superintendent, Scientific and Tech- 
nical Department, Imperial Institute. 

Cotton and Other Vegetable Fibres ; their Production 
and Utilisation, by Ernest Goulding, D.Sc., F.I.C,, Scienti- 
fic and Technical Department, Imperial Institute. 

These Handbooks have had a large sale and are recog- 
nised as meeting an important need on the part of those 
engaged in the production of the commodities to which 
they relate. 


Publications on Minerals 

The series of monographs on mineral resources draw 
attention to the sources of supply of important minerals 
within the Empire as compared with those which occur 
in foreign countries, and give information respecting the 
commercial uses and value of these minerals. The follow- 
ing monographs have been published, and some are in a 
second edition : 

Zinc Ores ; Manganese Ores ; Tin Ores ; Tungsten 
Ores ; Molybdenum Ores ; Chromium Ore ; Platinum 
Metals ; Copper Ores ; Lead Ores ; Silver Ores ; Mercury ; 
Coal ; Petroleum ; Oil Shales ; Potash. The publication 
of these monographs has been undertaken by the firm of 
Mr. John Murray. 

A new and enlarged edition of the Map and Diagrams 
of the Chief Metal Resources of the Empire, prepared at 
the Imperial Institute with the advice of the Imperial 
Institute Committee on Mineral Resources, has been pub- 
lished by Messrs. George Philip and Son. The localities 
of the chief British countries in which the principal minerals 
are produced, or in which undeveloped deposits occur, 
are shown on the map. The diagrams give the outputs 
of these countries in relation to the production of other 
countries of the world. The metals dealt with are : gold, 
silver, platinum, copper, tin, lead, zinc, antimony, alu- 
minium, bismuth, iron, manganese, chromium, nickel, 
tungsten, molybdenum, vanadium and mercury. The 
map and diagrams can be obtained unmounted or mounted 
on rollers as a wall map. 
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Mineral Survey Reports . — The following reports on the 
results of mineral surveys conducted in connection with 
the Imperial Institute have been published in the Mis- 
cellaneous Series of Colonial Reports : 

Ceylon (five reports), 1903-4, 1904-5, 1905-6, 1906-8, 
1909-10. 

Northern Nigeria (five reports), 1904-5 (two), 1905-6, 
1906-7, 1907-9. 

Southern Nigeria (nine reports), 1903-4 and 1904-5, 
1905-6, 1906-7, 1907-8, 1908-9, 1910, 1911, 1912, 1913. 

Nyasaland Protectorate (three reports), 1906-7, 1907-8, 
1908-9. 

Reports of the Indian Trade Enquiry 

The following reports of the Special Committees of 
the Imperial Institute, appointed in connection with the 
Indian Trade Enquiry to examine and report on the 
present position and prospects of trade in the more import- 
ant raw materials of India (see p. 141), have been published 
by Mr. John Murray : Hides and Skins ; Oil Seeds ; 
Rice ; Timbers and Paper Materials ; Jute and Silk ; 
Lac, Turpentine and Rosin ; Cinchona Bark and Myro- 
balans. 

Selected Reports from the Scientific and Technical 
Department 

These reports, which were issued in the Miscellaneous 
Series of Colonial Reports, contain a summary of the 
results of technical and commercial investigation of certain 
raw materials conducted in the Scientific and Technical 
Department of the Imperial Institute between 1903 and 
1914. Five of these Selected Reports have been published : 

Part I. Fibres (1909). 

Part II. Gums and Resins (1909). 

Part III. Foodstuffs (1910). 

Part IV. Rubber and Gutta Percha (1912). 

Part V. Oil Seeds, Oils, Fats and Waxes (1914). 

The issue of these reports was discontinued after the 
war. A collection of earlier reports was printed in a 
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volume of Technical Reports and Scientific Papers issued 
by the Imperial Institute in 1903. 

Some reviews and notices of the Bulletin and other 
publications of the Imperial Institute are reprinted in 
the Appendix (p. 278), 


SPECIAL REPORTS 

SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATIONS CONDUCTED 
FOR THE DOMINIONS AND INDIA 

The following is a brief account of some of the principal 
investigations and enquiries conducted by the Institute 
for the Dominions and India. 

Canada 

Minerals , — At the request of the High Commissioner 
in London the Imperial Institute made enquiries as to the 
reason why British manufacturers have preferred European 
to Canadian magnesite. The question was considered by 
the Mineral Resources Committee of the Institute and the 
principal users of the material were communicated with. 
The chief objection to Canadian magnesite was stated 
to be that it contains a larger proportion of lime than 
the European material, which renders it less suitable for 
refractory purposes. The results of analyses of samples 
at the Imperial Institute confirmed the statement that the 
Canadian mineral contains much more lime than European 
magnesites, and manufacturers who had carried out 
technical trials with Canadian magnesite reported that 
its refractory properties are not so good as those of the 
latter kinds. In view of these facts and of the higher 
transport charges it is doubtful whether Canadian mag- 
nesite will be able to compete successfully in the United 
Kingdom with the magnesite obtained from Greece and 
other European sources. 

The Imperial Institute also supplied information to the 
Trade Commissioner in London as to the possibility of 
finding a market in the United Kingdom for crude and 
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calcined magnesite prepared in British Columbia from a 
hydro-magnesite reported to be free from lime. 

A radio-active mineral, discovered at Maberly, Ontario, 
and supposed to be samarskite, was forwarded by the 
Ontario Bureau of Mines to the Imperial Institute for 
investigation. A detailed examination of the specimen 
showed that it was not samarskite but euxenite, a rare 
mineral which would be of value as a source of uranium 
and radium if available in sufficient quantities. A sample 
of the crude mineral from the deposit was also examined, 
but was found to contain less than io per cent, of euxenite ; 
it was therefore suggested that attempts should be made 
to concentrate the material, and a sample of better quality 
was subsequently forwarded. There is no doubt that the 
separated mineral in quantity would find a ready market, 
and the Imperial Institute obtained an offer from a British 
firm to purchase a consignment. 

During the war the Ministry of Munitions applied to 
the Imperial Institute for information as to sources of 
supply of orthoclase felspar of good quality which was 
required for the manufacture of certain types of glass. 
Particulars were furnished of the felspar deposits in Ontario, 
including statements of the composition of the mineral 
and statistics of production, together with a list of the 
producing firms in Canada. Other enquiries from Canada 
as to marketing of felspar in the United Kingdom have 
since been received. 

Applications were also received from firms in the 
United Kingdom as to supplies of high-grade manganese 
dioxide suitable for making dry electric batteries and for 
the production of paint driers, etc. Enquiries made by the 
Institute showed that manganese ore of the required 
quality was being produced at a mine in Canada, and 
samples and prices of the different grades of ore which 
could be supplied were obtained. As a result, offers to 
purchase consignments were obtained from British firms, 
who were placed in communication with the producers in 
Canada. 

At the outbreak of war the Institute took active steps 
to increase the production in the Empire of molybdenum 
and other metals urgently required for the manufacture 
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of special steels for munition purposes. A memorandum 
was prepared stating the quality of the molybdenum ore 
required in this country, the possible sources of supply 
within the Empire, the value of the ore, and the chief uses 
to which it was applied. Copies of this memorandum were 
sent to the Mines Departments in those parts of the Empire 
where molybdenum ores were known to be obtainable. 
This action was specially effective in Canada, where a 
large increase took place in the production of molybdenum 
ore as a direct result of the action taken by the Canadian 
Department of Mines in response to the memorandum 
issued by the Institute. The total quantity of molybdenum 
ore mined in Canada rose from 148 long tons in 1914 to 
30,384 long tons in 1918. 

A specimen of celestite (strontium sulphate), received 
from Ontario for valuation, was proved to contain a 
considerable amount of barium sulphate. It would 
consequently not be suitable for the manufacture of 
strontium salts, but might be utilised for the production 
of a white pigment. There is little likelihood of finding 
a market for Canadian celestite in the United Kingdom, 
owing to the supplies already available here, but the 
producers were put into communication with the agents 
of a British firm in America who might be able to assist 
in the disposal of the material. 

Other Canadian minerals which have been investigated 
at the Imperial Institute and reported on include zinc 
ores, iron ores, diatomites, and siliceous earths for polishing. 

Timbers . — In view of the difficulty of obtaining ade- 
quate supplies of the softwoods required in this country 
for general constructional purposes, which were formerly 
derived from Russia and Scandinavia, there is now 
a favourable opportunity for further developing the tim- 
ber trade between Canada and the United Kingdom, and 
action in se veral directions has accordingly been taken by the 
Timbers Committee of the Imperial Institute, with a view to 
extending the use of Canadian timbers in this country. 

Reports have been furnished to the Canadian Govern- 
ment on British Columbian and Eastern Canadian timbers, 
and suggestions have been made with a view to facilitating 
the export of certain of these timbers to England in 
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increasing quantities. The principal constructional tim- 
bers of British Columbia, viz. Douglas fir, Sitka spruce and 
Western hemlock were considered by the Committee to 
be well adapted to the needs of consumers in the United 
Kingdom, and likely to obtain an established position in 
this market if brought prominently to the notice of 
architects, merchants and others. In the case of Eastern 
Canadian woods, the Committee, as a result of their 
enquiry, were able to recommend a number of valuable 
softwoods and hardwoods whose merits entitle them to wide 
utilisation in the United Kingdom. 

The Imperial Institute has also dealt with the question 
of the inclusion of British Columbian timbers in the 
official Timber Specifications for Government buildings 
in the United Kingdom. In consultation with H.M. 
Office of Works it was arranged that mechanical tests and 
practical working trials, including extended joinery tests, 
should be carried out with Douglas fir, Western hemlock 
and Sitka spruce. The results of the mechanical tests 
showed that the British Columbian timbers are equal, 
if not superior, in strength to similar European timbers, 
whilst the practical joinery tests were entirely satisfactory. 
As a result of these tests the woods are now included in 
Government Building Specifications. 

At the request of the Forest Products Laboratories in 
Canada, the Timbers Committee have advised as to the 
best means of bringing the results of mechanical and other 
tests of Canadian timbers to the notice of merchants, 
architects and others in the United Kingdom, and have 
offered to render any additional assistance which may be 
desired in this important matter. 

Poisonous Plants . — A serious disease in cattle, known 
in Nova Scotia as 44 Pictou disease/’ in which the animal 
suffers from a kind of hepatic cirrhosis, was thought to be 
caused by the common ragwort, Senecio Jacobcea. The 
toxic properties of this plant have therefore been the 
subject of detailed investigations at the Imperial Institute. 
A poisonous alkaloid was isolated from the plant, and 
physiological trials proved that this alkaloid was the cause 
of 44 Pictou disease.” 

An enquiry regarding the alleged development of 
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poisonous properties in certain beans imported into Canada 
was received from the Laboratory of the Inland Revenue 
Department at Ottawa, in connection with the question of 
controlling the admission of such beans into the Dominion. 
Information was supplied as to the results of investigations 
carried out at the Imperial Institute on the development 
of prussic acid in beans grown in tropical countries, and 
attention was drawn to those classes of beans in which the 
amount of prussic acid is liable to be dangerous. 

Hides .—’ The Hides and Tanning Materials Committee 
of the Imperial Institute considered the question of finding 
markets for the large quantities of the light Indian cow- 
hides (kips) which had been exported to Germany and 
Austria, and the Committee suggested that these hides 
might be of value to Canadian tanners. Preliminary 
enquiries on this point were made through the High 
Commissioner, with the result that a number of firms in 
the Dominion expressed considerable interest in the matter ; 
several firms desired to purchase sample bales of the kips 
for trial, whilst others stated that they would like to inspect 
representative samples. With the co-operation of the 
Indian firms concerned, small trial consignments of the 
kips were accordingly forwarded to those tanners who had 
specially asked for them, and, in addition, the Committee 
arranged for the despatch of a representative collection 
of the kips for exhibition throughout Canada. The 
Department of Trade and Commerce took charge of this 
exhibit, which was shown at convenient centres throughout 
the Dominion, and was subsequently sold to a firm of 
tanners at Toronto. 

Miscellaneous Products . — In connection with the work 
of the Imperial Institute on new materials for paper- 
making, an examination was made of “ spent ” hemlock 
bark from Canada in order to determine whether this waste 
material could be used like “ spent ” wattle bark for the 
manufacture of paper. The material proved to be unsuit- 
able for this purpose if used alone, as the pulp was difficult 
to beat and also to bleach ; but the results of the 
investigation showed that it, might possibly be utilised in 
admixture with material of a more fibrous character for 
the production of cheap brown paper or mill boards. 



n8 BULLETIN OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 

The assistance of the Imperial Institute was requested 
by the Trade Commissioner, on behalf of the Canadian 
Department of Trade and Commerce, in connection with 
the disposal of supplies of acetic acid, acetone, and related 
materials produced in Canada by a new manufacturing 
company. Particulars were supplied by the Institute as to 
the industrial uses of these materials and the extent of the 
demand for them in the United Kingdom, together with the 
available statistics as to existing supplies. Information 
was also furnished as to the prospects of finding a market 
in the United Kingdom for synthetic indigo if its production 
were undertaken in Canada. 

Special statistical information regarding dairy produce 
in the United Kingdom was supplied by the Institute 
to the Dairy and Cold Storage Commissioner at Ottawa. 
An enquiry was also received from the Trade Commissioner 
in London for information regarding the utilisation of soy 
beans for the manufacture of artificial milk. Particulars 
respecting the processes used and the names of makers of 
machinery were supplied, together with general information 
as to the prospects of the industry. 

Newfoundland 

The work conducted for the Dominion of Newfoundland 
has been concerned largely w T ith the development of the 
mineral resources of the country. Included amongst 
minerals of economic importance examined and reported 
on as to their commercial value are chrome ore, iron ores, 
copper ores, lead-zinc ore, bismuth ore, molybdenite, 
barytes, cement materials and oil shale. 

Much attention has also been devoted to the question 
of extending the market in this country for Newfoundland 
refined cod-liver oil for medicinal use. Trials of New- 
foundland cod-livcr oil conducted at a London hospital by 
arrangement with the Imperial Institute demonstrated 
that the Newfoundland oil was just as effective as the 
Norwegian medicinal oil previously given to the patients. 
The Institute drew the attention of users of refined cod-liver 
oil in this country to the qualities of the Newfoundland 
product, and supplied particulars to the producers in New- 
foundland as to several points requiring special attention. 
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Australia 

Minerals . — A large number of minerals from Australia 
have been examined at the Imperial Institute, the most 
important of which are included in the following list : 
Pottery clays, kaolin, alunite, diatomite, mica, asbestos, 
graphite, talc, magnesite, barytes, arsenic, corundum, 
rutile, sapphires, emeralds, platinum, osmiridium, tantalite, 
yttro-tantalite, monazite sand, glass sands, carnotite, 
chromite, copper-mercury ore, manganese ore, oil shale 
and petroleum. 

An examination of a radio-active ore from Radium Hill, 
South Australia, showed that it consisted chiefly of ilmenite, 
but contained small quantities of the mineral carnotite, 
to which the radio-activity is due. The carnotite was 
not sufficiently abundant to make the ore of commercial 
value, but the results of the investigation were of consider- 
able scientific interest, and a paper on the subject was 
communicated to the Mineralogical Society. 

In 1 91 1 petroleum was discovered in Papua, and a 
sample of the crude oil, examined at the Imperial Institute, 
was found to contain a high proportion of petrol and 
kerosene. The Commonwealth Government decided that 
a careful survey of the area should be made, and in 1913 
a competent economic geologist and an assistant, selected 
by the Imperial Institute, commenced a systematic 
investigation of the oil-fields, in co-operation with the 
Government Geologist of the Territory of Papua. These 
preliminary investigations yielded promising results. The 
work of exploration is being continued by the Australian 
Government. 

At the outbreak of war there was a considerable shortage 
in the United Kingdom of diatomite required for certain 
technical purposes, owing to the cessation of supplies from 
Germany. The Imperial Institute drew the attention of 
users to the possibility of obtaining supplies from Australia, 
and procured for examination representative samples of 
diatomite from several localities. The materials were 
found to be suitable for use by manufacturers in this 
country, and a considerable number of firms were placed 
in communication with the producers in Australia with a 
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view to obtaining supplies. Australian diatomite was 
subsequently shipped in quantity to this country. 

During the war the Imperial Institute carried out for 
the Ministry of Munitions a series of investigations on 
possible sources of potash , of which supplies were then 
urgently required for the manufacture of optical glass. 
One of the materials suggested for the purpose by the 
Institute was Australian alunite, and a complete process 
for the preparation of potash, alumina and sulphuric acid 
from this material was devised. 

Practical trials with a pottery clay from Victoria showed 
that the material, after suitable preparation, could be 
utilised for the manufacture of white permeable pottery 
and fine white earthenware and in conjunction with 
felspathic material for " semi-porcelain . n In accordance 
with the suggestion that further trials should be carried out 
at the Institute from this point of view with felspathic or 
siliceous materials of local origin, such materials were 
subsequently forwarded and the work was continued. The 
results confirmed those obtained previously, and it was 
suggested that large-scale trials should be carried out in 
order to determine the working properties of the clay 
under industrial conditions. Specimen vessels made at 
the Institute with the clay alone and with mixtures of the 
clay with quartz and felspar were forwarded with the report. 

Paper-making Materials . — The shortage of wood pulp 
during the war led to proposals being made in Australia 
for utilising materials available in the Commonwealth for 
the manufacture of paper, and a number of products were 
forwarded to the Imperial Institute for examination in 
order that their value for this purpose might be determined. 
Samples of bamboo grass from the Northern Territory and 
of lalang grass from Papua were found to be of promising 
character as paper-making materials, as they furnish 
satisfactory yields of pulp from which paper of good 
quality can be made. 

Another promising material was a rush-like plant from 
Western Australia. It would not be remunerative to 
export these materials from Australia owing to their bulky 
nature, but it may be possible to utilise them for the 
manufacture of paper or pulp in the Commonwealth if 
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they can be collected and delivered to a mill at a suitable 
price. 

In connection with this subject, researches carried out 
for South Africa at the Imperial Institute proved that 
44 spent ” wattle bark after use by the tanner can be 
utilised for the preparation of strong wrapping paper, 
or, after suitable treatment, for making the cheaper 
grades of cream or white paper. As large quantities of 
wattle bark are used by Australian tanners, these results 
were communicated to the Commonwealth Government 
in order that the possibilities in Australia might be 
considered. 

An examination of Australian mallet bark showed 
that this bark was not likely to be of value for paper- 
making owing to its non-fibrous character. 

At the request of the Government of South Australia 
the Imperial Institute furnished comments on a proposal 
to install a mill in South Australia for the manufacture of 
paper and mill-board from cereal straw, and obtained 
estimates of the cost of the necessary plant. In addition, 
information was supplied as to a new process for the 
manufacture of paper from straw, together with samples 
of the manufactured paper. The Institute also furnished 
a memorandum on esparto grass and the possibility of its 
cultivation in Australia. 

Investigations have also been conducted by the 
Institute to ascertain the value of the prickly pear as a 
paper-making material. 

Fibres . — Considerable attention has been devoted to 
the possibilities of establishing a cotton-growing industry 
in Australia, and a number of samples grown in Queensland, 
Western Australia and Papua have been reported on by the 
Imperial Institute, Information has been supplied to 
enquirers as to the suitability of certain localities for the 
cultivation of cotton. 

Other fibres examined include flax, silk, Mauritius 
hemp, bowstring hemp, Kingia fibre, Xanthorrhoea fibre, 
the fibre of Posidonia australis , and Sisal hemp grown 
in Papua. 

Oilseeds , Oils and Fats . — A series of oils, prepared 
during the Australasian Antarctic Expedition, 1911-14, 
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were forwarded for examination to the Imperial Institute 
by Sir Douglas Mawson in order to ascertain their com- 
mercial value in the United Kingdom. The specimens 
included sea-leopard oils, Weddell seal oils and penguin oil. 
The characters of the oils were determined in comparison 
with oils of a similar kind, and samples were submitted to 
buyers of such oils. The oils were of good quality and 
could be utilised for the purposes to which commercial 
seal and whale oils are applied, viz. for soap-making, 
leather-dressing, etc., and also after certain treatment 
for edible purposes. There would be a ready sale for 
consignments of any of these oils. 

At the request of the High Commissioner in London 
the Imperial Institute reported on a new mechanical 
process for the extraction of fat from waste wool-washing 
liquors, particulars of which were desired by the Common- 
wealth Advisory Council of Science and Industry in 
connection with an enquiry as to the practicability of 
manufacturing lanolin in Australia. The process was 
inspected in operation and a detailed report was furnished 
giving particulars of the plant, the method of working, 
and the yield of lanolin obtained, together with an opinion 
as to the probable value of the process. A separate 
memorandum was also supplied describing other processes 
in use for the preparation of wool fat. 

The character and market value of copra produced in 
Queensland has also been reported on. 

Essential Oils . — -The composition of the oil of Western 
Australian sandalwood has been determined at the 
Imperial Institute in comparison with that of the oil of 
Indian sandalwood, and the possibilities of its utilisation 
in medicine and perfumery have been investigated. 

A specimen of the volatile oil of the wild shrub known 
as Stirlingia latijolia y which is abundant in Western 
Australia, proved to be of considerable interest as it was 
found to consist almost entirely of acetophenone, a sub- 
stance which appears to have been previously recorded 
as occurring in only one other volatile oil. Artificially 
prepared acetophenone is used in medicine, and has also 
been employed in soap perfumery, and it is possible 
that the Stfrlingia oil would find a market for the latter 
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purpose if it could be produced on a commercial scale at 
a suitable price. 

The results of the examination of Huon pine oil from 
Tasmania showed that its characters and composition 
would probably render it saleable in the United Kingdom. 
Essential oil distillers who were consulted expressed 
favourable opinions on the oil and a consignment was 
requested in order to test the market, together with 
information as to the quantity likely to become available 
and the price at which it could be offered. 

Resins . — The Imperial Institute has carried out an 
extended examination of Xanthorrhcea resin (grass-tree 
or black boy gum) with a view to discovering satisfactory 
commercial uses for this material. The investigation 
included the possibility of utilising the resin for the 
manufacture of picric acid ; for making lacquers and 
varnishes, sealing wax and signal flares ; and also its value 
as a dye. The most promising outlet for the resin appears 
to be for the production of lacquers and varnishes, either 
alone or in admixture with shellac or other substances. 
Assistance has recently been rendered by the Imperial 
Institute to the representative of an Australian company 
who are placing specially prepared Xanthorrhcea resin on 
the market as a varnish material. A preliminary examina- 
tion of the chemical reactions and decomposition products 
of the resin has also been made at the Imperial Institute 
with a view to determining its constitution and the 
possibility of obtaining from it substances of industrial 
value. The outlook for utilising the chemical disintegra- 
tion products of the resin is however not very hopeful. The 
results of the preliminary investigation were communicated 
to the Advisory Council of Science and Industry, who, it 
was understood, intended to carry on further chemical 
investigations in Australia, 

A sample of so-called “ Nauli gum/' an oleo-resin from 
the Solomon Islands, has been examined for the Common- 
wealth Institute of Science and Industry. It was found 
that the volatile oil was suitable for use as a substitute 
for aniseed oil, whilst the resin could be used for varnish 
making and would be equal in value to ordinary rosin of 
the same colour. 
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Miscellaneous Products . — The cause of damage to a 
consignment of tins of pineapple was investigated, and 
suggestions were made for the prevention of such damage. 
Other materials examined and reported on include Hevea, 
Ceara, Ficus and vine rubbers ; tobacco from Papua ; 
various drugs and tanning materials ; sponges ; ambergris ; 
and pearls and pearl-shell. 

It will be observed that several of the investigations 
referred to were conducted at the suggestion of the 
Institute of Science and Industry in Australia. In 1920 
that Institute passed the following resolution with regard 
to co-operation with the Imperial Institute : 

44 The Executive Committee welcomes the proposal 
made to it on behalf of the Imperial Institute by Sir 
Muirhead Collins that the Commonwealth Institute should 
maintain touch with the Imperial Institute by exchange 
of information and other forms of co -operation.' ’ 

New Zealand 

Fibres . — A number of questions connected with the 
production of New Zealand hemp have been investigated 
at the Imperial Institute. Samples of the fibre submitted 
by inventors of special processes were examined at the 
request of the High Commissioner and reports furnished 
as to their quality in comparison with commercial grades 
of the fibre and as to the probable value of the processes 
of preparation. Samples of the by-products of the 
industry, e.g. tow, waste and “ gum,” were also examined. 
It was found that the waste, of which large quantities are 
stated to be obtained in preparing the fibre, would be of 
value as a manure, for which purpose either the original 
material or the ash obtained on burning ’it could be 
employed. The ash might also be utilised as a source of 
potash salts. 

Kapok produced in Samoa was found to be rather 
softer and less resilient than ordinary Java kapok, and 
would therefore be less valuable in this country than the 
latter product. 

Timbers . — Large quantities of waste wood are produced 
annually in New Zealand as a by-product of the timber 
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industry, but only a small portion is utilised as fuel. In view 
of this position the Imperial Institute drew up a Memoran- 
dum on the Utilisation of Waste Wood in New Zealand, in 
which attention was drawn to the various purposes for 
which this wood might be used. This Memorandum 
was forwarded to New Zealand with the suggestion that 
samples of waste wood and sawdust from each species of 
timber worked in New Zealand should be sent to the 
Imperial Institute for investigation. In response to this 
suggestion the Forestry Department forwarded speci- 
mens of eight timbers in order that their suitability 
for the production of wood pulp might be determined. 
Some of them furnished satisfactory yields of pulp of good 
quality which bleached readily and would be suitable for 
the manufacture of paper in New Zealand. The com- 
mercial possibilities of utilising the woods for this purpose 
are now being investigated by the Forest Department. 

The Timbers Committee of the Imperial Institute has 
considered, at the request of the Committee for New 
Zealand, the questions of the possible increased utilisation 
in the United Kingdom of Kauri pine and New Zealand 
beech timbers . The Committee furnished a detailed report 
on Kauri pine and its various uses and expressed the 
opinion that the excellent qualities of this timber and the 
large sizes in which it is available render it most valuable 
for a great variety of purposes. There is no doubt that 
its use in the United Kingdom can be largely extended if 
it can be supplied at a price to compete with other cheap 
hardwoods. The Committee also drew attention to the 
importance of safeguarding future supplies of this timber, 
and urged that the questions of afforestation and the 
conservation of existing supplies should receive the 
attention of the Dominion Government. A copy of this 
report was forwarded to New Zealand and, in reply, it was 
stated that the increasing scarcity of Kauri pine and the 
high price which it realises locally will much curtail, if not 
altogether stop, its export to Europe. The planting of 
Kauri is, however, to be tried and the remaining forests are 
to be worked so as to furnish a sustained supply of the 
timber. 

With reference to the New Zealand beeches (Fagus spp.) 

5 
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which have not apparently been introduced into the English 
market, the Timbers Committee of the Institute examined 
samples of red beech from the New Zealand Collections at 
the Imperial Institute. This species furnishes a compact 
timber, of good appearance and strength, which could 
probably be utilised for a variety of purposes in the United 
Kingdom, e.g. in the furniture trade, for cabinet-making, 
bobbins, spools, tool-handles and turnery, and possibly for 
wagon-building. Subsequently a specimen of Southland 
beech was received from New Zealand and was found to be 
suitable for the same purposes as the red beech. There is 
no doubt that these beech timbers could be utilised in the 
United Kingdom, but the controlling factor will be the 
price at which they can be offered in competition with other 
similar woods. 

Trials were also made to determine the suitability of 
Southland beech for making boot-lasts in place of American 
rock maple, of which supplies were then scarce. The timber 
proved to be suitable for the purpose, although not so good 
as rock maple. It might, however, be utilised for boot- 
lasts in New Zealand, and suggestions on this point, 
together with sample lasts made from the wood, were 
forwarded to the Dominion. 

At the request of the New Zealand Committee of the 
Institute, the Timbers Committee also prepared, for 
transmission to New Zealand, a full report on methods 
for the preservation of structural timber from attacks by 
boring insects. In acknowledging its receipt the Prime 
Minister stated that this very able and exhaustive report 
will be invaluable to the newly-created Forest Department 
in dealing with enquiries on this subject. 

Oils and Oilseeds . — The assistance of the Imperial 
Institute was requested in connection with the possible 
utilisation of candle nuts, a consignment of which was 
forwarded from the Cook Islands. The nuts furnished 
the average quantity of oil, which possessed the usual 
characters of candle-nut oil from other sources. This oil 
is suitable for the manufacture of paints and soft soap, but 
cannot be used for edible purposes owing to its purgative 
properties. The kernels of the nuts or the oil would be 
readily saleable in the United Kingdom if available in 
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large and regular quantities, and information was therefore 
supplied by the Imperial Institute as to methods of 
preparing the kernels for export. 

Suggestions were made regarding the preparation of 
the copra of Samoa in order to obtain material of better 
colour and appearance. 

A memorandum was furnished at the request of the 
High Commissioner regarding the prospects of cultivating 
the African oil palm in Samoa. Information was supplied 
regarding the soil, elevation, climatic and other conditions 
required for the successful growth of the palm, and a 
supply of seed of West African varieties of the oil palm 
was obtained for trial cultivation. 

Minerals . — A number of clays from the neighbourhood 
of Auckland were examined in order to determine their 
suitability for the manufacture of aluminium. The 
composition of the clays was found to be unsatisfactory for 
this purpose, but technical trials made at the Imperial 
Institute indicated that they could be utilised for the 
manufacture of porcelain, pottery or tiles, or for cement- 
making if used in conjunction with a good limestone. 

Other matters relating to minerals which have been 
dealt with include the utilisation of titaniferous iron sands 
and iron ores of Parapara and Onekaka j petroleum from 
Kotuku ; and the production of platinum and mercury 
in New Zealand. 

Miscellaneous Products . — The quality of the cocoa 
produced in Samoa has received attention. Fifteen 
samples prepared by different methods were examined, 
but they proved to be inferior in quality to the best Samoan 
cocoa which comes on the market, and it was recommended 
that an endeavour should be made to produce only high- 
grade beans of pure Criollo type, known commercially 
as “ Finest Samoa.” Sixteen samples received sub- 
sequently were somewhat better, but they were still too 
mixed to be regarded as a good quality of Samoa cocoa, 
and they had moreover been imperfectly prepared. 

Information was furnished regarding the production 
of potash and lanolin from wool-washing liquors. A sample 
of lanolin received for examination was found to comply 
with the British Pharmacopoeia standard. 
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South Africa 

Paper-making Materials . — A large number of paper- 
making materials from South Africa have been examined 
at the Imperial Institute, including numerous grasses, 
papyrus, baobab wood and bark, eucalyptus wood and other 
fibrous products. The reports furnished have indicated 
which of these materials are the most promising for 
practical use in South Africa for the manufacture of pulp 
or paper. The Institute has also shown that ,f spent M 
wattle bark, which has hitherto been a waste product after 
use by the tanner or the manufacturer of wattle extract, 
forms a useful paper-making material, and that waste 
wattle wood can also be utilised for the same purpose. 
The results of these investigations were brought to the 
notice of the paper trade in this country with the object 
of creating interest in the subject of paper manufacture in 
South Africa. The utilisation of papyrus for the production 
of paper pulp has since been undertaken in Zululand, and 
proposals have been made to start the manufacture of 
paper pulp from “ spent ” wattle bark and other materials 
in Natal. 

Fibres . — The expanding cotton-growing industry of 
South Africa has also received much attention. A large 
number of samples of cotton grown in Natal, Cape Province, 
Zululand, Swaziland, and other parts of the Union have 
been examined and their quality and suitability for the 
English market reported on. 

Other South African fibres examined at the Institute 
as to their possibilities and commercial value have included 
Sisal hemp, Mauritius hemp, bowstring hemp, jute, 
Hibiscus and Triumfetta fibres, silk, wool and various 
flosses. 

Drugs and Poisonous Plants . — A large number of poison- 
ous plants which cause serious mortality amongst live- 
stock in South Africa have been submitted to detailed 
chemical examination at the Imperial Institute, with the 
objects of ascertaining the nature of their poisonous 
constituents and of enabling effective action to be taken to 
prevent loss of animals. Species of Senecio, allied to the 
groundsel and ragwort of Great Britain, were suspected as 
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the cause of “ Molteno disease/' which affects cattle and 
horses and induces hepatic cirrhosis. Examination of 
5. latifolius at the Institute resulted in the isolation of two 
alkaloids, and pharmacological trials carried out by 
Prof. A, R. Cushny, F.R.S., of University College, London, 
with pure alkaloids supplied by the Institute, demonstrated 
clearly that the Molteno disease is due to these alkaloids. 
Other poisonous plants investigated at the Institute Include 
A cokanther a venenata, to the use of which several cases of 
both criminal and accidental poisoning have been traced 
in South Africa, Cape slangkop, Transvaal tulp, gift-blaar, 
ChaiUetia cymosa and Crotalaria Burkeana , all of which are 
dangerous to stock in South Africa and cause many deaths 
annually. 

Amongst drugs which have received attention are Stra- 
monium roots and leaves, Datura Metel leaves, Digitalis 
leaves, Erythrophleum bark, buchu leaves and various 
adulterants of this drug, and the bark and fruits of the 
“ hard pear ” tree (a species of Strychnos). 

Oils , Oilseeds , Fats and Waxes . — The oilseed crushing 
industry of South Africa is at present comparatively small, 
and much of the seed used is imported. Attempts are being 
made, however, to extend the cultivation of various oil- 
seeds, and a number of locally grown products have been 
examined in order to determine their quality. Amongst 
the more important of these may be mentioned linseed, 
sesame, castor seed and ground nuts. Numerous lesser- 
known oilseeds have also been examined and the nature 
and uses of the oil investigated ; included in this category 
are the seeds or nuts of Madia saliva , Ximenia americana , 
Heeria panicuiosa, Pappea capensis, Jairopha Curcas, 
Argemone mexicana , manketti nuts, maroola nuts and 
candle nuts. 

At the request of the Department of Agriculture on 
behalf of the Cotton Growers' Association, Durban, 
assistance has been rendered by the Imperial Institute in 
connection with proposals for the grading and better 
utilisation of the cotton seed produced in the Union. 
Representative samples of South African cotton seed were 
examined in comparison with the commercial Bombay 
and Egyptian seed sold in the United Kingdom, and " fair 
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average ” samples of the latter seeds were furnished, to- 
gether with particulars of the terms on which cotton seed 
is bought by oilseed crushers in the United Kingdom. 

The Imperial Institute has also supplied technical 
information to South Africa as to processes for the 
recovery of fat from waste wool-washing liquors and has 
reported on the quality and value of the product. A trial 
consignment of about two tons of crude wool fat sent to the 
Institute was disposed of to a firm of manufacturing 
chemists, who reported that it was equal to the crude wool 
fat produced in the United Kingdom and quite suitable for 
the preparation of lanolin for pharmaceutical purposes. 
The manufacturers were put into communication with the 
producers in South Africa with a view to obtaining further 
consignments. 

The Imperial Institute carried out an investigation of 
the wax present in the refuse press cake obtained in the 
extraction of sugar from sugar cane. The yield and nature 
of the wax and also its possible industrial uses were 
determined and attention was drawn to the possibility 
of preparing it on a commercial scale. Experiments were 
subsequently made in Natal on the extraction of this wax 
and the Imperial Institute reported on a number of samples 
obtained there. The wax has now been produced com- 
mercially in Natal and shipped to this country. Reports 
have also been furnished on Cape berry wax, the production 
of which is an important minor industry in South Africa. 

Essential Oils. — A detailed chemical examination of 
the oil of the leaves of Barosma venusta showed that it 
differs considerably from the oil of commercial buchu 
leaves. B. venusta leaves could therefore not be used 
in medicine as a substitute for ordinary buchu. 

Other essential oils examined include that from 
Sherungulu tubers which could probably be used in 
perfumery, and the oil of Mentha longifolia , which proved 
to be similar in character to American spearmint oil. 

Tanning Materials. — The Institute has devoted much 
attention to the subject of the South African wattle bark 
industry. A large number of samples of bark produced 
in Natal, Transvaal and the Cape Province were examined 
in order to determine the amount of tannin present, more 
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particularly in relation to the age of the tree from which 
the bark had been collected, and the attention of tanners 
in the United Kingdom was directed to the value of the 
bark by means of articles in the quarterly Bulletin. 
On the outbreak of war, when some of the usual sources 
of supply of tanning materials were cut off, the Institute 
again called the attention of British consumers to the 
South African bark, a special circular being prepared and 
circulated to tanners and firms engaged in the importation 
of tanning materials. As a result a number of firms began 
using the bark, and have continued to do so, with the 
result that far larger quantities of the bark have been used 
in this country than before the war. In addition, the 
Institute rendered assistance in starting the manufacture 
of wattle extract in South Africa, large quantities of which 
are now exported. 

Other South African tanning materials examined and 
reported on by the Institute include Acacia pods, Transvaal 
sumach, the barks of various indigenous trees and a locally- 
used material known as “ Eland's boontjes.” 

Hides . — Suggestions were made by the Hides and 
Tanning Materials Committee of the Imperial Institute 
that South Africa might be able to utilise with advantage 
some of the light Indian cowhides (kips) which were 
exported to Germany and Austria before the war. After 
preliminary enquiries had been made in South Africa the 
Imperial Institute arranged for a representative shipment 
of the hides to be forwarded from Calcutta. Although a 
much larger shipment was made than had been intended 
by the Committee, it was disposed of by the Department 
of Mines and Industries to tanners in the Union and very 
favourable opinions of the hides were expressed as the 
results of the practical trials. Steps have been taken by 
South African tanners to obtain regular consignments of the 
kips from India, as it was considered that the hides would 
be of the greatest value to manufacturers of light leather 
in the Union, and large quantities were subsequently 
imported. 

Minerals , — At the request of the High Commissioner 
the Institute considered the question of the utilisation 
of “ dump ” coal, of which large quantities are wasted 
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annually in South Africa. It was suggested in the report 
that the material might be employed for the development 
of electrical power ; for briquetting ; or for carbonisation 
for the production of coke and by-products. These 
suggestions were subsequently considered by a Sub- 
committee of the Advisory Board of Industry and Science, 
who expressed the opinion that the most promising method 
of utilisation would be by carbonisation. If it is found 
possible to use the material for this purpose it will be a 
great advantage to South Africa, where not only the coke 
but also the by-products will be of value. 

A large number of other minerals from South Africa 
have been examined and their composition and com- 
mercial value determined. These include asbestos, mica, 
talc, diatomite, graphite, china clay, glass-making materials, 
oil shale, soda, ochres and other pigments, monazite, 
columbite, osmiridium, platinum, radium-bearing ores, 
garnet, beryl, zircon, molybdenite, chromite, iron ore and 
tin ore. 

Miscellaneous Products . — The Institute was instru- 
mental in reintroducing South African boxwood to the 
home markets. For some years English manufacturers 
had used almost exclusively supplies of boxwood from 
Turkey and Persia, but during the war these boxwoods 
were unobtainable. Manufacturers were supplied by the 
Imperial Institute with samples of the South African wood 
and requested to make trials with it. This wood proved to 
be satisfactory for their purposes, and arrangements were 
made with buyers for shipments of boxwood from the 
Union. The export of the wood from South Africa has since 
continued. 

Among the numerous foodstuffs examined and reported 
on, mention may be made of tea, chicory, oats, maize, 
barley, kaffir corn, teff seed, Sesbania seeds, velvet beans, 
arrowroot and ginger. 

Other products examined include a number of tobaccos ; 
various dyestuffs ; several indigenous rubbers, including 
species of Landolphia, Ficus, Conopharyngia, and Raphio- 
nacme ; the resinous latex of Euphorbia Tirucalli ; seaweed 
as a source of potash ; the roots of Mesembryanthemum 
Mahoni as a yeast substitute ; the resin of the Oyster Bay 
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pine ; vegetable ivory nuts ; sponges ; sheep skins ; and 
locusts as poultry food. 


India 

Foodstuffs. — An investigation of the poisonous nature 
of certain kinds of beans produced in Burma has been 
proceeding at the Imperial Institute. It has been shown 
that the red Rangoon beans exported from Burma yield 
a certain amount of prussic acid when ground into meal and 
mixed with water, and although the quantity is usually 
harmless, the fact that prussic acid may be formed has 
caused agriculturists to regard the beans with suspicion. 
The white Rangoon beans, on the other hand, yield little 
or no prussic acid. With a view to producing a more 
valuable kind of bean in Burma for export, the Institute 
suggested to the local Department of Agriculture that other 
varieties should be tried, and samples of white butter beans 
(Madagascar beans) were forwarded by the Institute for 
this purpose. The beans have now been grown for about 
ten years and specimens of each year's crop have been 
forwarded for examination. On the whole, little deteriora- 
tion in quality has been observed, whilst the quantity of 
prussic acid yielded by the beans is negligible and quite 
harmless. Numerous other beans have been examined 
in connection with this investigation, including selected 
varieties of Rangoon beans and varieties of haricot beans. 
The composition and commercial value of a large number 
of indigenous beans have been also determined. 

A considerable quantity of barley is exported from 
India to this country for malting purposes. In 1913 the 
Imperial Institute called attention to the fact that early 
shipments of Indian barley germinated well, while the later 
shipments were liable to contain a large percentage of grains 
that would not germinate. As this defect lowered the value 
of the barley for malting, the matter was referred to the 
Department of Agriculture, United Provinces, with the 
suggestion that the poor germination might be due to 
exposure of the barley to the humidity and warmth of the 
rainy season, followed by the drying of the grain before 
it reached England. The results of experiments con- 
ducted in India, and recently published by the Indian 

5 * 
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Department of Agriculture, confirmed the suggestions of 
the Institute, and recommendations have now been made 
that on account of the humidity of North-Eastern India 
during the monsoon barley should not be shipped from 
Calcutta after May but should be transported from the 
danger-zone towards Karachi or Bombay not later than 
the end of June. 

Amongst other foodstuffs examined may be mentioned 
wheat, maize, rice, millet, tea, chillies and sweet potato 
starch. 

Oilsj Oilseeds and Waxes . — The characters, uses and 
commercial value of the oils from a large number of Indian 
oilseeds have been determined . These include ground nuts, 
linseed, safflower seed, soy beans, various kinds of rape 
seed, Indian kapok seed ( Bombax malabaricum), perilla 
seed, tea seed, and the seeds of Calophyllum, Atnoora 
Rokituka , Valeria indica , Mesua ferrea, Hydnocarpus, 
Schleicher a irijuga } and species of Bassia. Series of fish 
oils and porpoise oils have also been examined. The work 
of the Indian Trade Enquiry on Indian oil seeds is referred 
to on p. 1 41, and the action taken by the Institute in 
finding a market in this country for Indian copra and 
ground nuts during the war is dealt with on pp. 230, 232. 

In connection with statements made by importers in 
this country that Indian beeswax is extensively adulterated 
in India (mostly with paraffin wax), a comprehensive series 
of authentic waxes, from various districts and from the 
different species of bees common in India, was forwarded 
at the suggestion of the Imperial Institute with a view 
to establishing the constants of the genuine unadulterated 
material. The results of chemical and physical tests 
showed that Indian beeswax differs considerably in its 
constants from the wax from most other countries, and 
that the tests generally used for detecting the presence of 
paraffin wax in beeswax are of little value when applied 
to the Indian product. 

Essential Oils and Resins.— Extensive areas of pine 
forests exist in the United Provinces and Punjab, and the 
question of working them to obtain turpentine oil and rosin 
has received much attention. The characters of the oil 
and rosin obtained by distilling the crude oleo-resins of the 
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different species of Indian pines have been determined at 
the Imperial Institute, and full enquiries have been made 
amongst users in this country with a view to ascertaining 
their exact industrial value. As regards the oil from the 
chief Indian pine (Pinas longifolia ), which is the species 
now being exploited, it has been shown that it differs 
chemically from the best French and American turpentine 
oils, but that it can be used quite well for making certain 
kinds of varnish and is about equal in value to the lower 
grades of American turpentine oil. The rosin of this 
species is little, if at all, inferior to American and French 
rosins. The question of increasing the output of turpentine 
oil and rosin in India was fully dealt with by the Special 
Committee of the Indian Trade Enquiry on Gums, Resins 
and Essential Oils. This Committee also dealt with Indian 
lac. The reports on these subjects, which were furnished 
to the India Office, have been published (see page 142). 

The possibility of utilising the oleo-gum-resin of 
Boswellia serrata has also been investigated. It has been 
shown that the oil obtained from this product by steam 
distillation closely resembles turpentine oil and can be 
used in place of the latter in paint and varnish making, 
whilst the rosin forms an excellent substitute for ordinary 
American rosin. 

Endeavours have been made to find an outlet in the 
United Kingdom for “ thitsi,” the Burmese black lacquer ; 
but, owing largely to the climatic conditions obtaining 
here, the material does not dry so satisfactorily as it does 
in Burma. 

Much attention has been devoted to the subject of 
essential oils used in perfumery and in medicine. Amongst 
the oils examined may be mentioned those of lemon grass, 
citronella, vetiver, Inchi grass, rusa, sofia, patchouli, 
palmarosa, fennel, dill, deodar and sandalwood. In 
certain cases the oils have been produced for export and, 
m reporting on these, recommendations have been made as 
to the quality best suited to the English market. Reference 
may be made here to the question of the production of 
thymol from Indian ajowan seed, which is dealt with more 
fully on page 234. 

Drugs . — The opium of India has received close and 
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prolonged attention at the Imperial Institute. It was 
shown by detailed investigation that, contrary to previous 
opinion, the opium produced in the majority of the opium 
districts of India is as a rule sufficiently rich in morphia 
to render it suitable both for medicinal use and for the 
manufacture of morphia, Some specimens proved to be 
as rich, or even richer, in morphia than good Turkey and 
Persian opium. Therapeutic trials with selected specimens 
arranged by the Imperial Institute at St. Thomas’s Hospital 
were entirely satisfactory, and trials of Indian opium for the 
manufacture of morphia and codeine were equally success- 
ful, The attention of the Government of India was drawn 
by the Institute before the war to the possibility of shipping 
opium to the United Kingdom for medicinal use. After 
the outbreak of the war, when Turkey opium had become 
scarce, the matter was again raised and eventually the 
Government of India allowed Indian opium to be exported 
for this purpose. 

The investigation of the composition and therapeutic 
value of the various Indian aconites is, from the scientific 
point of view, one of the most important investigations 
which have been conducted for India at the Imperial 
Institute. As a result of researches extending over a 
number of years, the alkaloids have been isolated and their 
chemical characters determined by the Director and 
members of the Staff, whilst with the valuable co-operation 
of Professor J. T. Cash, F.R.S., of the University of 
Aberdeen, their precise mode of action and therapeutic 
value have been ascertained. It has been made clear that 
several of these alkaloids are valuable medicinal agents. 

Other Indian drugs investigated include Podophyllum 
Emodi, which as a result is now included in the British 
Pharmacopoeia ; Hyoscyamus muiicus , Datura Stramonium , 
D. Metel and .D, fastuosa as sources of the alkaloids atropine, 
hyoscyamine and scopolamine ; belladonna ; Strychnos 
seeds ; colocynth ; senna ; Derris root ; and recently 
Artemisia brevifolia f as a source of santonin, a drug which 
has increased greatly in price, having been virtually a 
Russian monopoly. 

The question of the production of cinchona bark and 
the manufacture of quinine in India was dealt with by the 
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Special Committee of the Indian Trade Enquiry on Drugs, 
Tobacco and Spices, and the report on the subject which 
was furnished to the India Office has now been published 
(see p. 142). 

Fibres . — Although India produces a quantity of cotton 
second only to that of the United States, the bulk of it is 
comparatively short and unsuited to the requirements of 
the Lancashire spinner. The various Provincial Depart- 
ments of Agriculture have consequently experimented with 
introduced varieties and selected Indian cottons, with a 
view to the production of a longer staple. The Institute 
has assisted in this work by examining a large number 
(some 400 in all) of samples both of experimentally pro- 
duced cottons and of the ordinary types, and reporting on 
their suitability for the English market. In certain of the 
cotton-growing regions this work has proved highly success- 
ful, and improved kinds are now being largely cultivated. 

Of textile fibres, other than cotton, a large number 
have been examined, including flax, jute, Bimlipatam 
jute, Sida rhombifolia and Urena lobata fibres. Regarding 
Bimlipatam jute the Institute demonstrated that this 
fibre was the product of Hibiscus cannabinus , and conse- 
quent on this, considerable attention has been devoted to 
the plant in India and improved races have been estab- 
lished. A report on jute, prepared by the Special Com- 
mittee of the Indian Trade Enquiry on Jute and Other 
Fibres, has been published (p. 142). 

The work of the Institute on Indian Silk which has 
been carried out by the Advisory Technical Committee 
on Silk Production has been referred to on p. 84. 

Amongst cordage fibres examined and reported on may 
be mentioned sunn hemp, Mauritius hemp, plantain fibre, 
Sisal hemp and bow-string hemp. 

Other fibres examined include flosses and various paper- 
making materials. As a result of detailed investigations 
conducted at the Imperial Institute, the Board of Trade 
expressed their willingness to allow Indian kapok to be 
employed in the place of Java kapok (which differs from 
the Indian material in its botanical origin) for use in marine 
life-saving appliances, provided that a definite and reliable 
standard of quality can be established and maintained. 
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Laboratory investigations at the Institute have shown 
that cotton stalks furnish paper pulp of fair quality, and, 
in view of the importance of the question to the cotton- 
growing industry, it was suggested that large-scale trials 
should be carried out with the material at a paper mill in 
India. Much attention has also been devoted to the 
question of utilising the vast quantities of bamboos existing 
in India for paper-making, and a comprehensive article, 
summarising the whole position, was published in the 
quarterly “ Bulletin." 

Tanning Materials. — The Institute has investigated a 
large number of the tanning materials which occur in India, 
including myrobalans, babul pods, mangrove bark and 
other well-known materials, as well as others which are 
little known outside India. In connection with the 
production of the timber of Shorea robusta and Tenninalia 
iomeniosa , large quantities of bark accumulated, and as 
these barks contain a fair amount of tannin the Indian 
Forest Department considered that they might be utilised 
for the manufacture of tanning extract. The extracts 
produced, however, were too strongly coloured, and at the 
request of the India Office an exhaustive investigation 
was conducted at the Imperial Institute with a view to 
ascertaining whether the extracts could be decolorised 
without loss of tannin. A new process was devised by the 
Institute for this purpose, and was tried at the Indian 
factory with promising results. It was , however, considered 
in India that it would be more profitable to manufacture 
mangrove extract. Much assistance was subsequently 
given by the Institute to the Government extract factory 
at Rangoon, and a series of extracts made there under the 
supervision of a practical expert was examined. They 
proved to be unsuitable for use in the United Kingdom 
without further treatment, and suggestions for their 
improvement were made. 

Examination of the pods of Ccesalpinia digyna at the 
Institute showed that the husks were of special value as a 
tanning material, and several British firms who desired to 
obtain supplies of the pods were placed in communication 
with the Indian authorities. Enquiries in India indicated, 
however, that the wild pods could be obtained only in small 
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quantities and at an excessive cost, so that an export trade 
could be established only by cultivating the plant on a 
large scale. 

In connection with an enquiry on the marketing of 
Indian myrobalans conducted by the Special Committee 
of the Indian Trade Enquiry on Hides and Tanning 
Materials, the report on which has been published (see 
p. 142), it was suggested to the Indian authorities that 
an investigation should be made as to the tannin content 
of the fruits of different varieties. Earlier examination 
at the Institute of a large number of commercial samples 
of myrobalans had shown that the amount of tannin 
present varies considerably, and it was desirable therefore 
to ascertain whether this is due to the variety of tree or to 
the locality in which the fruits are grown. In accordance 
with the Institute’s suggestion, 37 samples, representing 
the fruit of different varieties of T erminalia Chebula and 
related species from various localities, were subsequently 
received from the Forest Department for examination and 
are at present under investigation. 

Timbers . — The work conducted by the Institute on 
Indian timbers has included an enquiry as to the suitability 
of Pyinma wood for gun stocks, practical trials being 
conducted, by arrangement, at the Royal Arsenal, Wool- 
wich ; an investigation of the mechanical properties and 
working qualities of Indian walnut, which was found to be 
suitable as a substitute for American walnut ; the 
suitability of certain Indian cedar woods for pencil making 
and of the Himalayan spruce for match making ; whilst a 
large series of Mysore timbers was received with a view to 
finding a market for them in this country. 

In connection with the Indian Trade Enquiry, the Tim- 
bers Committee of the Institute prepared a report on Indian 
timbers suited for use in this country, apart from teak and 
others already established on the market. The report 
was transmitted to the Government of India and 
subsequently published in the series of Indian Trade 
Enquiry Reports (see p, 142). The Committee has also 
dealt with Burma woods suitable for the English market ; 
Indian oaks for use in place of oak imported from foreign 
countries ; and practical trials have been arranged to 
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determine the suitability of Indian gurjun and sundri 
woods for motor-body building, and of Indian haldu for 
making boot-lasts. 

Minerals . — The following list of some of the Indian 
minerals examined indicates the varied scope of the work 
in this direction conducted at the Institute : coal, lignite, 
asphalt, graphite, mica, asbestos, steatite, talc, kaolin, 
cement -making materials, pottery clays, sands for glass- 
making, garnet, corundum, zircon, samarskite, monazite, 
titanium ore, bauxite, galena, molybdenite, tungsten ore, 
manganese ore, iron ore and pyrrhotite. In addition, some 
hundreds of specimens collected by the Gwalior Mineral 
Survey were fully reported on. 

The composition and quality of Indian coal has formed 
the subject of several extensive and important reports* In 
all some 95 samples from the various Indian coal-fields 
have been examined. 

In connection with a survey of Indian deposits of 
manganese ore, the Institute examined and reported on 
the samples collected, amounting to over 80 specimens, and 
the results, which were published both in this country and 
in India, have constituted the chief source of information 
regarding the composition of the various deposits. 

Special mention may also be made of the investigations 
on Indian bauxites, for use as a source of aluminium and as 
a filtering agent in certain industries, and on cement-making 
materials. In both these instances commercial develop- 
ments have followed. 

Other Products , — Of products not included in the 
foregoing groups, which have been investigated at the 
Institute, reference may be made to cigar, pipe and other 
types of tobacco ; rubber, including Para, Castilloa, Ceara, 
Ficus and various lesser known kinds ; dyestuffs ; chank 
shells, used in India for making bangles and other small 
articles ; hides and skins ; and casein. In connection 
with Indian hides and skins the Institute was able, during 
the war, to introduce them to the notice of users not only 
in the United Kingdom but also in the various Dominions, 
and a report on the subject by the Special Committee of the 
Indian Trade Enquiry on Hides and Skins, which was 
furnished to the India Office, has been published 
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(see p. 142). Arising out of the examination of Indian 
casein, a special research was made on methods of 
estimating the amount of fat in casein and the results were 
communicated to the Society of Chemical Industry as well 
as to the authorities in India. 

Indian Trade Enquiry. — In 1916 the Secretary of State 
for India requested the Imperial Institute Committee for 
India to enquire into and report on the possibilities of 
extending the industrial and commercial utilisation of 
Indian raw materials in the United Kingdom and elsewhere 
in the Empire. Special Committees were appointed to 
deal with the more important groups of Indian raw 
materials, to consider the results of investigations and 
enquiries already conducted at the Imperial Institute, and 
to obtain the views of leading merchants, manufacturers, 
and other users of the raw materials of India. 

The Committees were constituted as follows : 

Jute and other Fibres .> — Sir Charles H. Armstrong ; 
George Bonar, Esq. ; Sir R. W. Carlyle, K.C.S.I., C.I.E. ; 
Wyndham R. Dunstan, Esq., C.M.G., LL.D., F.R.S.; 
G. C. Hodgson, Esq. ; J. A. Hutton, Esq. ; Sir C. C. McLeod ; 
George Malcolm, Esq., C.B.E. ; Prof. J. A. Todd ; Sir Francis 
Younghusband, K.C.I.E. ; Dr. S. E. Chandler (Secretary). 

Food Grains. — George B, Allen, Esq. ; Sir Charles H. 
Armstrong ; Sir J. P. Hewett, G.C.S.I., K.B.E., C.I.E. ; 
A. E. Humphries, Esq. ; the Right Hon. R. E. Prothero, 
M.P. (now Lord Ernie) ; Sir Marshall F. Reid, C.I.E. ; 
Dr. T. A, Henry (Secretary). 

Resins and Essential Oils K — Sir Harvey Adamson, 
K.C.S.I, ; A. Yusuf Ali, Esq. ; A. Bigland, Esq., M.P. ; 
F. W. F. Clark, Esq. ; Wyndham R. Dunstan, Esq., C.M.G., 
LL.D., F.R.S. ; Lieut.-Col. S. H. Godfrey, C.I.E. ; Sir 
James R. Dunlop Smith, K.C.S.I., K.C.V.O., C.I.E.; 
Dr. T. A. Henry (Secretary) ; H. J. Jeffery, Esq. (Assistant 
Secretary). 

Drugs. — Sir Harvey Adamson, K.C.S.I. ; A. Yusuf Ali, 
Esq. ; Wyndham R. Dunstan, Esq., C.M.G., LL.D., F.R.S. ; 
Lieut-Col. S, H. Godfrey, C.I.E. ; Sir Edward Ros- 
ling ; Dr. T. A. Henry (Secretary) ; H. J. Jeffery, Esq. 
(Assistant Secretary). 
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Oilseeds. — George B. Allen, Esq. ; Sir Charles H. 
Armstrong ; A. Bigland, Esq., M.P. ; Sir J. P. Hewett, 

G. C.S.I., K.B.E., C.I.E. ; J. W. Pearson, Esq. ; Sir 
Marshall F. Reid, C.I.E. ; Dr. T. A. Henry (Secretary). 

T imber and Paper Materials . — Sir R. W, Carlyle, 
K.C.S.I,, C.I.E. ; Wyndham R. Dunstan, Esq., C.M.G,, 
LL.D., F.R.S. ; Lewis Evans, Esq., F.S.A., F.R.A.S. ; 
Sir C. C. McLeod ; Lawrence Mercer, Esq., C.I.E. ; Graham 
P. Spicer, Esq. ; Dr. S. E. Chandler (Secretary). 

Hides and Tanning Materials . — Sir Harvey Adamson, 
K.C.S.I. ; A. Yusuf Ali, Esq. ; Sir W. Earnshaw Cooper, 
C.I.E. ; C. W. Dawson, Esq. ; Sir H. P. Densham, K.B.E. ; 
Wyndham R. Dunstan, Esq., C.M.G., LL.D., F.R.S. ; 
Lieut.-Col. S. H.[Godfrey, C.I.E. ; Sir Cecil W. N. Graham ; 
W. L. Ingle, Esq. ; Sir Henry Ledgard ; C. J. Longcroft, 
Esq. ; Samuel Millar, Esq. ; Sir E. Penton, K.B.E. ; 

H. Brown, Esq. (Secretary). 

The following Reports furnished by the Special 
Committees to the India Office have been published : 
Hides and Skins ; Oil Seeds ; Rice ; Timbers and 
Paper Materials ; Jute and Silk ; Lac, Turpentine and 
Rosin ; Cinchona Bark and Myrobalans. These Reports 
contain important information and recommendations 
regarding the extension of the industrial and commercial 
utilisation of Indian raw materials, as well as statements, 
prepared at the Imperial Institute for the use of the 
Committees, on the general commercial position of each 
commodity. 


SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATIONS CONDUCTED 
FOR THE COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, ETC. 

The following is a brief sketch of some of the principal 
work which the Institute has done for the Colonies, 
Protectorates, etc. 

In connection with its operations for the development 
of the natural resources of the Empire, the Imperial Insti- 
tute has examined a very large number of raw materials 
from the Colonies and Protectorates, of which details 
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under different heads have been given in previous sections. 
These materials have been chiefly received from the tech- 
nical departments of the respective Governments or from 
firms or individuals overseas, and as the result of their 
examination a large amount of information has been 
acquired and communicated to the countries concerned 
as to the value and commercial possibilities of these 
materials. 

The information now on record regarding many of the 
raw materials of the Colonies, their nature and uses, is 
largely the result of the work of the Imperial Institute. 
This is generally acknowledged. One instance may be 
given. In 1915 the Colonial Office appointed a repre- 
sentative Committee to report on the trade in oilseeds and 
especially the palm oil and palm kernel trade of West 
Africa. The report of this Committee includes the 
following reference to the Imperial Institute : 

“ They (the Committee) consider it advisable that the 
Agricultural and Forestry Departments of the West 
African Colonies should take measures for the careful 
investigation of the properties of the several varieties of 
oil palm in each Colony, and of the best methods of cultiva- 
tion of the species which are considered most suitable for 
economic purposes, t.e. for the production of palm oil 
and of palm kernels. These measures should be taken 
in co-operation, on the scientific and technical side, with the 
Imperial Institute, by which admirable work has been 
done in the past in connection with the oil palm, and to 
which much of the existing knowledge of the palm and 
its economic products is due,” 

Much assistance has been rendered by the Institute 
to the Colonies and Protectorates in connection with 
experiments which have been made locally with the 
object of improving the production and preparation of 
existing raw materials of the country or of introducing 
new products for cultivation. In a number of cases these 
experiments have led to the establishment or improvement 
of important industries in the various countries. Some 
of these are referred to in the Memorandum entitled 
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“ Assistance rendered by the Imperial Institute in the 
Establishment of Industries Overseas ” (p. 189). 

In a number of cases raw materials received for 
examination at the Imperial Institute are sent by 
Government officers on their own initiative. This fact 
illustrates the need which exists for a central organisation 
like the Imperial Institute which deals systematically 
with such problems for all parts of the Empire and is in 
a position to give trustworthy advice and information 
on the basis of the results of examination and technical 
trial in its laboratories, and of communications with 
manufacturers, merchants and commercial experts in 
this country. 

It is obvious that the operations of the Imperial 
Institute for the Colonies could easily be extended, but as 
the volume of work which is received automatically is 
more than the present staff can cope with, it would be 
inexpedient for the Institute under present conditions to 
initiate many additional enquiries which would result in 
a great increase in its work and in the demands made 
upon it for assistance. 

It is not possible within the compass of a short report 
to give anything like a complete account of the assistance 
in many different forms which has been rendered by the 
Imperial Institute to the various Colonies. The following 
statement briefly indicates some of the principal investiga- 
tions carried out. Little or no reference can be made 
here to the supply of technical and commercial informa- 
tion, which forms an important part of the services 
rendered by the Institute to Government departments, 
firms, etc., overseas, of which examples have been given 
in previous Memoranda. 


Ceylon 

Rubber . — In addition to the examination of many 
other samples of Ceylon rubber, over 500 samples 
specially prepared in connection with the Ceylon Rubber 
Research Scheme have been fully investigated in order 
to ascertain the most suitable method of preparation which 
will furnish rubber of the type required by manufacturers. 
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The vulcanising and mechanical properties of all these 
rubbers were determined and most of them were also 
examined chemically. Important investigations have also 
been carried out on a number of problems relating to the 
quality of plantation rubber. 

Tobacco . The Imperial Institute has assisted in 
the improvement of the tobacco grown in Ceylon, by the 
examination of native tobaccos and introduced kinds, 
including American, Turkish and cigar tobaccos (over 
seventy samples being reported on) ; by advising as to the 
best varieties to grow ; by marketing trial consignments, 
and in other ways. 

Fibres . — Samples of experimentally grown cotton have 
been examined and reports furnished as to their suita- 
bility for the United Kingdom market. Reports have 
been made on the quality and commercial value of the 
following fibres : plantain fibre, ramie, sunn hemp, 
Amomum fibre, kapok and Eri silk ; also on talipot 
palm leaf stalks for paper-making. 

Oilseeds . — The seeds, kernels and fat of Bassia longi - 
folia were examined in connection with a general investiga- 
tion of the suitability of Bassia fats for edible purposes. 
Candle-nut oil, castor seeds, coconut oil, ground nuts, 
oil palm nuts, soy beans, Sterculia fruits, and wild croton 
seed have also been reported on. During the war a 
market was found in the United Kingdom for copra 
previously taken by Germany and Austria, exporters in 
Ceylon being put in touch with firms in this country. 

Essential Oils . — A detailed chemical examination was 
conducted of the various types of citronella, lemon grass 
and other aromatic grass oils produced in the island, and 
results of considerable practical interest were obtained. 

Minerals . — A large number of minerals, collected by 
the Mineral Survey conducted in co-operation with the 
Imperial Institute, have been reported on, including 
monazite, thorite and the new mineral thorianite. Beach 
deposits of monazite sand are now being worked commer- 
cially ; the Imperial Institute assisted in their develop- 
ment by examining the crude material, by conducting 
trials of concentrating machinery, and by selecting plant 
lor working the sands. Other minerals examined include 
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plumbago, mica, gemstones, iron ore, molybdenite, 
zirkelite, limestone, glass sands, kaolin and laterite. 
Miscellaneous . — Other products examined include cin- 
namon bark oil, coffee, tea-fluff as a source of caffeine, 
Para rubber seed cake, Datura leaves and seeds, coca 
leaves, orchella weed, box-wood substitutes, mahogany 
and sponges. 


Mauritius 

Essential Oils, — Much attention has been devoted in 
Mauritius to the distillation of essential oils, and specimens 
produced experimentally have been examined at the 
Institute in comparison with the commercial products. 
These have included clove oil and clove leaf oil of good 
quality, containing a high percentage of eugcnol ; sandal- 
wood oil of good quality ; ylang-ylang oil ; the oil of 
Eucalyptus citriodora ; champac essence ; and camphor 
oils obtained from different parts of the plant, some of 
which proved to be unlike ordinary camphor oil ; this 
indicated that the camphor plants in Mauritius are not of 
true type, and it was recommended that fresh seed be 
obtained from a country which is known to possess trees 
yielding typical camphor oil. The eucalyptus oil was 
found to be suitable for certain special purposes. 

Oils and Oilseeds . — Reports have been made on ground 
nut oil, linseed, castor seed, candle nuts, and illipe oil 
obtained from the kernels of Bassia latifolia. All these 
materials were of satisfactory quality and would be 
readily saleable in Europe. 

Foodstuffs and Spices. — Products in this category 
which have been examined and reported on include tea ; 
peas and beans ; Leucsena seeds ; dried sweet potatoes ; 
sweet potato meal ; cassava meal ; maize flour ; Canarium 
seed, the kernels of which would be suitable as dessert 
nuts ; pimento ; cloves ; cinnamon bark ; nutmegs ; 
and mace. 

Other Products . — Other products reported on include 
kapok, Sisal hemp, cotton, Euphorbia resin, Canarium 
resin, tobacco, logwood, divi divi pods and timbers. The 
timbers represented ten different species, and detailed 
tests of their mechanical properties and working qualities 
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were carried out in order to determine their suitability 
for different purposes. Samples of locally produced 
yeast have also been investigated and a report furnished on 
the suitability of the material for the production of alcohol 
from molasses. 

Practical tests have been made with various clays in 
order to ascertain whether they could be used in Mauri- 
tius for brick- and tile-making, and sample bricks made 
in the laboratories of the Imperial Institute accom- 
panied the report on the subject furnished to the Mauritius 
authorities. 


Seychelles 

Essential Oils. — Regular and systematic assistance has 
been rendered by the Imperial Institute in connection 
with the development of the essential oil industry, which 
is now well established. Many such oils have been inves- 
tigated and commercially valued, including oils of can- 
anga, cardamoms, cinnamon bark, cinnamon leaves, 
citronclla, clove leaves, lemon grass, Ocimum viride, 
0 . basilicim, 0. gratissimum, patchouli, Mozambique 
orange, bigarade, and Vitex trifolia . Investigations and 
trial distillations have been made of ajowan seed, dove 
leaves and vetiver root in order to determine the yield and 
quality of the oils obtainable. The demand for various 
oils has been ascertained and names of likely purchasers 
supplied to the Colony. The oil of Ocimum viride was 
shown to be a valuable source of thymol and consignments 
have been sold through the Imperial Institute to manu- 
facturers in the United Kingdom. 

Hats and Plaits. — At the request of the Imperial 
Institute specimens of hats and plaits, made from local 
materials, were forwarded in order to determine their 
suitability for use in the British hat-making industry. 
As a result trial orders for plait were procured from Luton 
firms and from Australia. A conference was held at the 
Institute, attended by the Governor of Seychelles and 
representatives of Luton Chamber of Commerce, at which 
the possibilities of Seychelles plaits were fully discussed. 
The market for Seychelles plaits will depend on these being 
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able to compete in price with supplies from elsewhere and 
on sufficiently large and regular production. 

Miscellaneous . — Other products examined have in- 
eluded cotton, kapok, starch from fruit of bread-fruit 
tree, dried bananas and banana flour, cinnamon, vanilla, 
citrate of lime, Para rubber, Ficus rubber, Vahea (LandoL 
phia) rubber, gutta-percha, orchella weed, tanning barks, 
tobacco, palm fruits, papaw juice, drugs, sponges, mother- 
of-pearl shells, soils, coral, latcritcs, guano, phosphate 
rock, limestone, bauxite and other minerals. 

An investigation was carried out in conjunction with 
trade experts on the possibility of manufacturing vanilla 
extracts for export. Information and advice were given 
also on the cultivation of cloves, camphor, rubber and 
cinchona, and on the utilisation of explosives for breaking 
up hard sub-soil in coconut plantations. 

St. Helena 

Fibres . — Some years ago the Imperial Institute assisted 
in the re-establishment of the New Zealand hemp industry 
in St. Helena. Samples of the earlier commercial ship- 
ments to this country were examined in comparison with 
fibre from New Zealand and suggestions were made for 
improving the quality of the material. Particulars were 
also supplied as to the trade in the fibre, methods of 
preparation, names of makers of suitable machinery and 
related matters. For some years the fibre has formed 
the principal export of the Colony. 

During recent years the Institute has carried out 
investigations and furnished advice on a number of 
important questions connected with the fibre industry, 
including the following : The possibility of utilising the 
waste pulp as a source of alcohol and paper and as a 
manure and a source of potash ; and the quality of ropes 
made in the Colony from the fibre and the possibility 
of their finding a remunerative market in the United 
Kingdom. 

An important industry which was introduced in order 
to give an occupation to women and girls in the island is 
the making of lace. For this purpose flax yarn has had 
to be imported, and attention has been given to the possi- 
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bility of utilising local fibre. The Institute was able to 
show that even if New Zealand hemp could be produced 
of sufficient fineness for lace-making, it would not be so 
suitable as flax on account of its inferior wearing properties. 
Information was also supplied regarding the possibility of 
growing flax in the island, and it was recommended that, 
owing to the cost of production and other considerations, 
it would be preferable to spin yarn from imported fibre, 
which would enable the lace to be produced at a cheaper 
rate than if the yarn itself were imported. 

Other fibrous materials examined and reported on 
include Mauritius hemp, and a so-called “ thatching 
grass.” The latter was investigated as a paper-making 
material, and was shown to be suitable for the purpose. 
The characters and commercial value of cotton produced 
in the island have also been reported on. 

Miscellaneous . — Cinchona was introduced into St. 
Helena many years ago, and the trees were allowed to 
become neglected, yet, even so, bark which was recently 
examined at the Institute proved to be of good quality 
and quite suitable for the manufacture of quinine or 
for druggists' use. Consignments similar to the material 
examined would find a ready market in London. 

Amongst other materials investigated may be men- 
tioned castor seed, a lichen for use as a dyestuff, and 
manganese ore, whilst information has been furnished 
regarding the utilisation of the prickly pear. 

Federated Malay States and Straits Settlements 

Rubber . — Assistance was rendered by the Imperial 
Institute in the early stages of the rubber planting industry 
of Malaya by examining many samples of rubber, prepared 
experimentally from cultivated Para trees, in order to 
determine their composition and commercial value. The 
results were of particular interest, as proving that Para 
rubber of high quality was obtainable from cultivated 
trees in Malaya. In addition many samples of “ wild ” 
rubber from Malaya were investigated. More recently, 
detailed investigations have been made of Para rubber 
prepared by a special process for comparison with that 
obtained by the ordinary methods. 
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Specimens of the various kinds of gutta-percha obtained 
from species of Palaquium, Bassia and Dyera, in the Straits 
Settlements, have been examined and their commercial 
values ascertained. On the basis of the results of the 
chemical examination of the material and of technical 
trials conducted for the Institute by manufacturers, it 
was possible to make recommendations as to the species 
which should be employed in the establishment of exten- 
sive plantations. Gutta-percha obtained from trees in 
Perak has also been examined and reported on. 

Oilseeds . — The question of finding a use for the large 
quantity of Para rubber seeds produced in the planta- 
tions has been fully investigated at the Institute. It was 
found that the kernels of the seed yielded about 50 per 
cent, of a drying oil, and samples were submitted for tech- 
nical trials to a number of manufacturers using this type 
of oil. The results showed that, although somewhat 
inferior to linseed oil for paint and varnish making, Para 
rubber seed oil could be employed as a substitute, particu- 
larly when linseed oil was high in price. It would also be 
suitable for the manufacture of soft soap and possibly also 
for the manufacture of rubber substitutes. Oil obtained 
from a trial consignment of about 26 tons of the seed sent 
to this country in 1917 was sold at £50 per ton, with lin- 
seed oil at £60 per ton, whilst more recently oil prepared 
in Malaya sold at prices even more nearly approximating 
to that of linseed oil. Feeding trials with the cake 
left after the expression of the oil from the seeds were 
arranged for by the Institute in this country and the 
results clearly established its value as a food for cattle. 

The planting of the African oil palm, which has proved 
so successful in Sumatra, has now been commenced in 
the Federated Malay States, and in this connection 
information has been supplied regarding machinery suit- 
able for preparing palm oil and for cracking the nuts. 

Other oils and oilseeds dealt with include minyak 
surin, a solid fat suitable for candle- and soap-making, 
and illipe nuts. 

Fibres . — Amongst fibres examined and reported on 
as to their commercial value may be mentioned Sisal 
hemp, Mauritius hemp, Sansevieria fibre, roselle fibre, 
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banana fibre, Nipa fibre, arrowroot fibre and floss. Lalang 
grass, which is a serious weed in Malaya and covers large 
areas, has been investigated as a source of pulp for paper- 
making, with satisfactory results. 

Other Vegetable Products . — Reports have been furnished 
as to the commercial value or industrial uses of the fol- 
lowing products : beans, banana flour, cassava root, 
patchouli and citronella oils, cloves, cinnamon bark, 
camphor and camphor oil, coca leaves, cocaine, morphia, 
cassia leaves, gum benzoin, dammar resin, Garcinia resin, 
gambier leaves and twigs, mangrove extract, anna t to 
and agar agar. 

Minerals . — Special attention has been devoted at the 
Institute to the investigation of the alluvial deposits in 
which tinstone occurs, with a view to ascertaining the 
presence of any other constituents likely to be of com- 
mercial value. A large number of concentrates have been 
examined and amongst the important economic minerals 
observed, in addition to tinstone, are monazite, wolframite, 
zircon and rutile. Other minerals examined include 
struverite, a rare mineral containing tantalum ; manganese 
ore ; lead-tin concentrate ; auriferous quartz ; mica ; 
corundum ; garnet ; coal ; oil shale ; kaolin ; building 
stones and cement-making materials. 

Hong Kong 

A large part of the work carried out for Hong Kong 
has consisted in the examination of products which 
enter the Colony in the course of trade with Southern 
China, and regarding which information was desired by 
importers as to their uses and commercial value. In 
other cases the products have been grown experimentally 
in the Colony. Amongst oils and oilseeds examined and 
reported on may be mentioned candle nuts, Chinese wood 
oil, ground nut oil, hemp seed, soy beans and oil, tea 
seed and tea seed cake. The last-named material was 
found to contain saponin and a use was found for it in 
this country as a vermicide for dressing lawns. Foodstuffs 
dealt with include tea, ginger and various pulses. Several 
essential oils have been examined, including camphor oil, 
r ose oil, citronella oil, peppermint oil, sandalwood oil 
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and the oil from Amomum fruits. Other materials 
reported on include silk, tobacco, medicinal plants, the 
barks of Chinese wood oil trees and the candle nut tree, 
Phyllanthus leaves and gall nuts as tanning materials, 
cow glue, fish glue and leather. 

North Borneo 

Sago . — Considerable assistance has been rendered by 
the Institute to North Borneo in connection with the 
development of the sago industry. The results of the 
examination of samples of sago pith and sago refuse at 
the Imperial Institute show that the native method of 
extracting starch from the sago palm is very wasteful 
and that a mechanical method could probably be used 
with advantage. Enquiries were therefore made as to 
the possibility of obtaining machinery for the extraction 
of the starch which would be suitable for use in Borneo, 
and specimen logs of the palms were supplied to two 
firms for trial. As a result proposals and estimates for 
an experimental plant were furnished. Samples of pearl 
sago have also been examined and information furnished 
as to the prospects of selling sago in Europe direct. 

Kaolin .— As a result of technical trials carried out at 
the Institute it was found that clay from Tawao was 
suitable for the manufacture of buff-coloured pottery and 
for building bricks. 

Tobacco . — A detailed examination was made of samples 
of tobacco leaf from plants sprayed with lead arsenate 
to protect them from insect attack, and also of cigars 
made from this leaf, with a view to ascertaining whethei 
the amount of arsenic present was sufficient to bt 
injurious. Tobacco attacked by insect pests has alsc 
been examined and methods of control suggested aftei 
consultation with experts. The value of a preparatior 
which it was proposed to use as an insecticide on tobaccc 
estates was determined and information furnished as t< 
its possible effect on the burning qualities of the leaf 
Detailed technical information regarding the manufacture 
in Borneo of nicotine and nicotine extract for use as ai 
insecticide was also supplied. 

Candle Nuts . — The kernels of these nuts would 
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readily saleable as an oilseed if available in quantity, 
and detailed information as to the methods of preparing 
them for export was supplied by the Institute. 

Locusts . — In connection with a recent attack by locusts 
in Borneo, measures of control were suggested in consulta- 
tion with an expert. Specimens of the insects were 
obtained and arrangements made for their identification. 

Miscellaneous . — Other products examined include iron 
ore, cotton, kapok, fibrous bark (as a paper-making 
material), fig bananas, " katiau *’ seeds and oil, gum, 
“ siria " rubber and gutta jelutong. 

Uganda 

Fibres . — Much attention has been devoted by the 
Institute to the question of cotton-growing in Uganda, 
now the most important industry in the country. More 
than ioo samples of cotton, either grown experimentally 
or representative of commercial consignments, have been 
examined and reported on, and advice has been given as 
to the kinds most suitable for the English market. The 
possibility of utilising the wild silk produced by species 
of Anaphe has been fully investigated in conjunction 
with the Imperial Institute Committee on Silk Production, 
and arrangements are now being made for large-scale trials 
by manufacturers in this country. Amongst numerous 
other fibres examined and reported on may be mentioned 
Sisal hemp, Mauritius hemp, flax, jute substitutes, various 
wild fibres utilised by the natives, and the floss or silk- 
cotton of species of Bombax and Calotropis. The suita- 
bility of elephant grass, which occurs in large quantities 
in the Protectorate, for use in paper-making, has been 
demonstrated by means of laboratory experiments and 
trials on a commercial scale. The question of the com- 
mercial production of the pulp in Uganda has also been 
fully considered. 

Foodstuffs . — Assistance has been rendered to the 
Agricultural Department in experiments for improving 
the quality of the coffee produced in the Protectorate. 
A large number of different varieties of coffee have been 
examined and commercially valued and the kinds most 
likely to find a market in Great Britain determined. 
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Other foodstuffs and related products examined include 
cocoa, tea, sugar, wheat, and starch and flour prepared 
from sweet potatoes, cassava, yam beans, arrowroot and 
bananas. 

Oils and Oilseeds — The oils obtained from the seeds or 
fruits of many indigenous plants have been investigated 
and their commercial uses ascertained, whilst a number 
of experimentally-grown oilseeds have been examined and 
reported on. Included in this class of products are the 
seeds of species of Balanites, Carapa, Croton, Sterculia 
and Monodora, Pycnanthus fruits and mace, oil palm 
fruits, shea nuts, Ceara rubber seed, castor seed and 
linseed. Beeswax prepared by natives from the combs 
of indigenous bees has also been examined. 

Other Products . — The rubber of wild plants, including 
species of Clitandra and Landolphia, and of cultivated 
Funtumia, Ceara and Para trees has been examined and 
reported on. More than seventy timbers occurring in 
the forests of Uganda have been investigated and their 
working qualities ascertained. These included several new 
timbers of marketable quality. Amongst other vegetable 
products examined and reported on are tobaccos, gum 
arabic, elemi resin, lemon grass, and tete grass oils, tanning 
barks, coca leaves, betel nuts, Stramonium leaves and 
seeds, and numerous native medicinal plants. 

The minerals investigated include iron ores, gold ore, 
pyrrhotite, graphite, mica, asbestos, kaolin, limestone, 
asphalt, crude soda and a series of tile-making materials. 

Kenya 

Fibres . — The production of Sisal hemp is now one of 
the major industries in the Colony, the fibre being recog- 
nised as of high grade, whilst in recent years the growing 
of flax has also become of importance. The assistance 
rendered by the Institute to both of these industries has 
included the examination of samples produced experi- 
mentally or representative of commercial consignments and 
the supply of information to prospective planters regarding 
the localities, soil and climate suited to the crops, and the 
best methods of cultivating the plants and of preparing 
the fibre. Special attention has been devoted to the 
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question of introducing machinery for the preparation of 
Sisal hemp. Other fibres examined and reported on include 
several species of Sansevieria, Mauritius hemp, sunn hemp, 
ramie, banana fibre, baobab, Triumfetta fibre, various 
flosses, and silk of different kinds. 

A large number of cottons, mostly produced in the 
course of experiments conducted with a view to improv- 
ing the cotton-growing industry of the Colony, have been 
examined and reported on. Much attention has also 
been devoted to ascertaining the suitability of various 
materials for use in paper-making. The East African 
bamboo was shown to furnish a high-class paper, and, as 
a result of this work, the Government are now offering 
concessions for cutting bamboos in certain areas with a 
view to establishing a paper pulp industry in the country. 
Experiments with wattle wood demonstrated that it could 
be utilised, preferably in conjunction with some other 
material such as “ spent n wattle bark, for the manufacture 
of strawboard, whilst other promising materials examined 
are Neoboutonia wood and papyrus. 

Foodstuffs . — Some years ago attempts were made to 
encourage the native cultivation of beans for export. 
Various kinds were grown and the beans obtained were 
examined at the Imperial Institute in order to determine 
their suitability as human food or as feeding-stuffs for 
cattle, and they were also valued commercially. The 
authorities in East Africa were put in touch with firms in 
this country who would be willing to take consignments of 
beans regularly. The export of beans is now well estab- 
lished, and is one of the chief minor industries of the 
country. Other foodstuffs examined and reported on 
include peas, lentils, barley, wheat and* flour, coffee, tea, 
dill, coriander and citrus fruits. 

Oils and Oilseeds . — The cultivation and export of oil- 
seeds constitute an important industry. Amongst those 
•investigated at the Institute may be mentioned castor 
seed, linseed, niger seed, ben seed, Calodendron seed and 
Croton Elliottianus seed. The oil from the last-named 
seed was found to have valuable medicinal properties, 
and, as a result of the work of the Imperial Institute, 
consignments of the seed have been purchased by a firm 
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of manufacturing druggists with a view to introducing the 
oil into medical practice in this country. 

Minerals . — A detailed investigation of the soda deposit 
at Lake Magadi was carried out at the Imperial Institute 
previous to its commercial development. A large number 
of samples of soda, alkaline liquors, spring waters and 
rocks obtained from different parts of the deposits were 
examined in order to obtain definite information as to the 
quantity of sodium carbonate in the lake crust and the 
possibility of its replenishment. Other minerals investi- 
gated include iron ores, manganese ores, copper ores, 
coal, graphite, mica, diatomite and limestone. 

Other Products . — Several different kinds of rubber 
have been examined, including Ceara, Landolphia and 
Mas care nhasia, and the gutta of species of Chry sophy Hum, 
Amongst timbers investigated may be mentioned the East 
African cedar, one of the best substitutes for pencil cedar, 
Podocarpus, Ibean camphor tree and ebony. Wattle barks 
obtained from trees of various ages have been examined 
comparatively with a view to determining the best age at 
which to collect the bark for tanning, whilst tanning extract 
prepared in Kenya from the bark has also been investigated. 
The possibility of utilising waste wattle, olive and other 
woods as a source of acetone, charcoal and other products 
by distillation has been dealt with, and reports have been 
furnished on the results of extensive trials conducted in 
the laboratories of the Imperial Institute. Other vegetable 
products examined include tobaccos ; lemon-grass oil ; 
ajowan seeds and Ocirnum viride, as sources of the anti- 
septic thymol ; Eucalyptus oil ; and dom palm nuts for 
use as vegetable ivory. 

Zanzibar and Pemba 

Foodstuffs and Spices . — The cultivation of cloves is 
the chief industry of Zanzibar and Pemba, which pro- 
duce the bulk of the world’s supplies. The Institute 
has assisted this industry by the examination of samples 
of cloves, by supplying information as to the cultivation 
and marketing of the product, and by reporting on the 
market values of clove leaf oil and clove stems. A 
detailed investigation was made of a number of soils from 
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clove plantations, in order to ascertain the connection 
between the condition of the soil and a disease of clove 
trees, which was causing considerable loss in certain parts. 

Amongst food-grains examined and reported on may 
be mentioned rice ; maize ; various millets, including 
Sorghum, Eleusine and Pennisetum ; cow peas ; green 
gram ; Dolichos beans ; pigeon peas and Voandzeia beans. 

Oilseeds , — The plantations of coconuts rank next in 
importance to the clove industry in Zanzibar. Copra 
produced in the island has been reported on, and informa- 
tion has been furnished regarding the cultivation of the 
palm and various pests that attack it. The characters 
and commercial values of the oils yielded by the following 
seeds received from Zanzibar have been reported on : 
Para rubber seed, sesame seed, kapok seed, purging nuts, 
ground nuts, ben seed, Telfairia seed, castor seed, and 
oil palm nuts. A report on the composition and manurial 
value of the residual cake of purging nuts was also 
furnished. 

Other Products . — The composition and market value of 
rubber obtained from planted Para and Castilloa trees 
have been determined and also of that from the wild 
Mascarenhasia trees. Other vegetable products investi- 
gated include banana fibre, coir rope and matting, man- 
grove barks, tobacco, ylang-ylang oil, annatto, and 
Ciesalpinia seeds used in native medicine. Guano and 
gem-stones have also been examined and reported on. 

Nyasaland 

Tobacco, — The Institute has rendered much assistance in 
the establishment of tobacco growing in Nyasaland, which 
is now the most important industry in the country, A 
large number of tobaccos of different kinds were examined 
and their respective qualities reported on ; information 
was furnished as to the varieties of tobacco in demand 
here and the methods of preparation and cultivation to be 
adopted ; and the suitability of a large number of soils for 
tobacco growing was determined. The question of the 
marketing of Nyasaland tobaccos has been fully dealt 
with, A large amount of special information on this 

subject was collected and in 1914 a Conference was held 

6 
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at the Imperial Institute , at which the following, among 
other matters, were discussed . the use of Nyassleiud 
tobacco in the United Kingdom and elsewhere , the best 
method of marketing the product; the grading and 
packing of the product in the Protectorate ; and the 
improvement of the crop. At the suggestion of the Im- 
perial Institute the War Office altered the specification 
for the tobacco supplied to the Army so that tobacco 
of satisfactory quality grown from American seed in the 
British Colonies and Protectorates can be used as an 
alternative to American-grown tobacco. As a result of 
this work the market for Nyasaland tobacco in the United 
Kingdom was considerably extended. 

Fibres. — By long-continued trial cultivation and selec- 
tion experiments a special kind of cotton of American 
type, known in the market as Nyasaland Upland, has been 
evolved, and the industry is now of great importance to 
the country, ranking second only to the production of 
tobacco. The Institute assisted in this work by examining 
the cottons obtained each year in the selection experi- 
ments and by furnishing reports which served as a basis 
for the work of the following year. Over 100 different 
cottons were thus investigated at the Imperial Institute, 
and their quality and commercial value determined. 

In addition to cotton, the following fibres have been 
investigated : Sisal hemp, Mauritius hemp, Sansevieria, 
flax, species of Hibiscus, Sida, Triumfetta and Securidaca, 
broom corn, Anaphe silk and various grasses for paper- 
making. 

Minerals . — A Mineral Survey of Nyasaland was con- 
ducted in connection with the Imperial Institute from 
1906 to 1909, and a large number of minerals, rocks and 
concentrates were submitted to mineralogical and chemical 
examination in the laboratories and their commercial 
value reported on. Important deposits of iron ore, of good 
quality, were located, which may become of commercial 
importance in the future when transport and other con- 
ditions are favourable. A detailed investigation of the 
coal deposits in the neighbourhood of Lake Nyasa was 
made, and it was shown that excellent bituminous coal 
occurs near Mount Waller which could be utilised 
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as fuel and also for the production of coke and gas. 
Altogether sixty-eight samples of coal from various areas 
in the Protectorate were fully examined and their calorific 
value determined, whilst in promising cases coking tests 
and distillation trials were also carried out . Other minerals 
of importance collected by the Survey and examined at 
the Institute include mi$a, graphite, corundum, tin ore, 
argentiferous galena, gold concentrates and limestone. 

Minerals collected by political officers and other 
Government officials have also been examined, and in recent 
years special attention has been devoted to the question 
of cement-making in the country. In this connection 
many samples of limestone and clay have been investi- 
gated in the cement-testing laboratories of the Institute, 
and reports have been furnished as to their suitability 
for the purpose, on methods of manufacture best adapted 
to the particular material, and on the local market for 
cement. 

A large number of soils have been examined and their 
suitability for the cultivation of cotton and other crops 
reported on, whilst advice has been given as to the 
manurial treatment they require. 

Other Products . — Foodstuffs examined include tea, 
maize, rice, Florida beans, velvet beans, chick peas and 
lentils. Amongst rubbers and allied products are Ceara, 
Ficus and Landolphia, and the resinous latices of various 
species of Euphorbia. Other vegetable products include 
cotton seed, ground nuts, palm fruits and the seeds of 
species of Croton, Trichilia and Jatropha, gum arabic, 
indigo and various materials used in native tanning. 

Tanganyika 

Since the establishment of a Department of Agriculture 
in Tanganyika in 1920, a number of materials produced in 
the Territory have been examined and reported on, whilst 
prior to this, in 1918, samples of cinchona bark were 
forwarded by the Administrator through the Colonial 
Office. The results of the investigation of the cinchona 
were very promising, and showed that bark of good quality 
could be produced in the Territory. A consignment of 
the bark was subsequently disposed of by the Imperial 
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Institute to a firm of manufacturing chemists in London, 

A series of twenty-six cottons grown in various parts 
of the country has been examined and reported on in 
connection with a survey of the existing native cotton 
industry carried out by the Department of Agriculture. 
Advice was given by the Institute as to the kinds which 
should be used for selection and cultivation trials. 

Samples of tobacco were tested chemically in order to 
determine their value for the manufacture of nicotine for 
insecticidal purposes and information was furnished as to 
the possibilities of growing tobacco in the Territory speci- 
ally for the production of nicotine. 

Other products examined and reported on include the 
leaflets of the wild date palm as a hat-making material, 
cassava, Amo mum seeds, coal and corundum. 

Somaliland 

The products from Somaliland examined at the 
Imperial Institute have consisted chiefly of materials 
collected from wild plants and minerals, A complete 
series of gums, myrrh, frankincense, bdellium and similar 
products, the export of which constitutes an important 
part of the trade of the country, has been investigated. 
As a result of the work, the characters and commercial 
values of the products from the different species were 
definitely established. 

Other vegetable products examined and reported on as 
to their composition and commercial value include tanning 
materials, such as wata leaves, the root bark of a species 
of Acacia, marra bark and jirma bark ; tobacco ; fibre of 
species of Sansevieria and of the Jalol acacia ; yebb 
nuts, used as a famine food in Somaliland ; and gusangus 
root, a soap plant. 

The minerals investigated have included sub-bitumi- 
nous coal ; crude petroleum ; bituminous materials ; rock 
salt, from which table salt could be readily prepared; 
selenite ; iron ore and lead ore, 

Nigeria 

Oils and Oilseeds , — Much attention has been devoted 
by the Institute to questions relating to the preparation 
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of palm oil and palm kernels in Nigeria, particularly in 
regard to the relative values of the different varieties of 
the oil palm, to the production of oil of low acidity, 
and to the employment of machinery in the industry. 
In connection with the production of ground nuts, now a 
growing industry in Nigeria, a large number of different 
varieties have been reported on with a view to the selec- 
tion of the best types for cultivation. Reports have 
also been made on the value of numerous oilseeds occur- 
ring in the Nigerian forests, including shea nuts, djave 
nuts, purging nuts, dika nuts, ikpan seeds, ben seeds, 
cheyi seeds, the seeds of species of Balanites, Ricinoden- 
dron, Pentadesma, Pentaclethra, etc. 

Fibres . — Nearly 200 samples of cotton representing 
native and introduced varieties have been examined in 
order to determine those best suited for cultivation in the 
country, which is now one of the chief sources of cotton in 
Africa. Many of the fibres occurring in Nigeria have been 
examined and their commercial value ascertained, includ- 
ing jute, Sisal hemp, Mauritius hemp, coir, several species 
of Hibiscus, Honckenya, Triumfetta, Polygala, Sanse- 
vieria, plantain, etc. Various hat-making materials have 
been examined and the value of a number of grasses for 
paper-making determined. 

Rubber . — Much assistance has been rendered by the 
Institute in connection with rubber production in Nigeria. 
The various u wild ” rubbers were examined in order to 
determine their quality and commercial value ; improve- 
ments were suggested in the native methods of preparation ; 
and at a later stage information and advice were furnished 
in connection with the establishment and working of 
plantations of Para rubber trees. The rubbers reported on 
have included numerous samples of Para, Funtumia, Ceara, 
Landolphia, Clitandra and Ficus. 

Tobacco . — Tobacco produced in Nigeria has been 
examined in order to determine its suitability for sale in 
this country, and information as to methods of fermenta- 
tion, etc., has been furnished. A trial consignment of the 
tobacco was recently disposed of by the Imperial Institute 
m London. 

Timbers . — A number of Nigerian timbers have been 
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investigated with a view to ascertaining their suitability 
for sale in this country. Mechanical tests and working 
trials have been made in the case of those woods which 
appeared promising. 

Minerals .—' The Mineral Surveys, conducted in the 
Northern and Southern Provinces in connection with the 
Imperial Institute, investigated the occurrence and dis- 
tribution of minerals of economic importance and, in 
addition to other results, discovered (i) the important 
Udi coal-fields, and also large deposits of lignite, in the 
Southern Provinces, and (2) new tinstone areas and iron 
ore deposits in the Northern Provinces. The Udi coal- 
field is now being worked by the Government, and 
important developments in tin mining have occurred in the 
Northern Provinces. In all cases the materials collected 
during the surveys were examined at the Imperial Institute, 
and, where necessary, submitted to technical trials in order 
to determine their value and commercial possibilities. 

Other minerals examined include lead-silver ores, 
blende, monazite sand, mica, kaolin, brick- and tile- 
making clays, limestones, potash salts, etc., as well as a 
large number of well borings obtained in the course of a 
search for petroleum in the Southern Provinces. 

Miscellaneous . — Other Nigerian products reported on 
include cocoa, tea, rice, millet, maize, wheat, beans of 
various kinds, pigeon peas, Bambarra ground nuts, ginger, 
cassava, yams, dried bananas, etc. ; gums from different 
species of Acacia and other plants ; copals ; dye-woods, 
native indigo ; Acacia pods, mangrove barks and other 
tanning materials ; lime fruit products ; cinchona bark ; 
vegetable ivory nuts ; leather ; ostrich feathers, etc. 

Gold Coast 

Foodstuffs . — The Imperial Institute co-operated with 
the local Department of Agriculture in the development of 
the cocoa industry of the Colony, which is now the largest 
producer of cocoa in the world. A number of samples 
prepared in different ways were examined, and on the basis 
of the results obtained recommendations were made for 
improving the preparation of the cocoa so as to render it 
suitable for use in the United Kingdom. Consignments 
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of selected cocoa were subsequently sold in London by the 
Imperial Institute, and as a result of the action taken an 
English firm of cocoa manufacturers sent out a representa- 
ti V e to the Colony and afterwards established a buying 
agency there. There is now an established market for 
Gold Coast cocoa in the United Kingdom. 

Other foodstuffs examined include maize, guinea 
grains, beans, cassava, arrowroot, dawa-dawa pods, N'kosoe 
nuts, chillies, pepper, allspice, etc. 

Oilseeds . — In connection with a general survey of the 
oil palm industry of West Africa, the fruits, kernels and oil 
of a number of different varieties of oil palm occurring in 
the Gold Coast were examined and reported on. Advice 
was given as to methods of preparation of palm oil, includ- 
ing the use of suitable machinery. Amongst other oil- 
seeds investigated may be mentioned Carapa seeds, abaku 
nuts, copra, Lophira seeds, Pentadesma seeds, Monodora 
seeds, purging nuts, neele seeds, kapok seed, kisidwe 
nuts, shea nuts, etc. The question of preparing an edible 
fat from shea butter is being investigated. 

Fibres . — Over seventy different samples of cotton 
grown experimentally or produced by natives have been 
reported on. Many fibres have been examined, including 
coir, plantain, banana, pineapple, Dracaena, Hibiscus, 
Triumfetta, kapok, Funtumia floss and various hat-making 
materials. 

Rubber . — The various u wild M rubbers occurring in the 
Gold Coast were examined in order to determine their 
quality and commercial value ; improvements were sug- 
gested in the native methods of preparation ; and at a 
later stage information and advice were furnished in 
connection with the establishment and working of planta- 
tions of rubber trees. The rubbers reported on have 
included numerous samples of Para, Funtumia, Ceara, 
Landolphia and Ficus, and also various gutta-like products. 

Minerals . — The minerals investigated have included 
petroleum, bitumen and limestones, as well as 400 speci- 
mens of rocks, minerals, and concentrates collected by the 
Gold Coast Geological Survey. 

Miscellaneous Products . — The gums yielded by different 
species of Acacia, Burkea, Combretum, etc., have been 
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investigated, and also a number of copals. Kola nuts, 
Zanthoxylum bark and Strophanthus seed have been ex- 
amined, as well as various drugs used in native medicine. 
Other vegetable products reported on include mangrove 
barks, divi-divi pods, cinnamon bark, camphor, vetiver 
roots, tobaccos, native indigo and a series of forty-eight 
different kinds of timbers. 

Sierra Leone 

Fibres . — During a period of shortage of Indian jute 
some years ago, investigations were made by the Institute 
in order to ascertain the possibility of using various West 
African fibres as substitutes for that fibre. Among Sierra 
Leone fibres examined from this point of view were species 
of Hibiscus and Honckenya, and consignments of two of 
these fibres were sold through the Imperial Institute in 
order to test the market. 

Other fibres investigated and reported on include 
Sisal hemp, Mauritius hemp, Sansevieria, Dracaena, pine- 
apple, ramie, coir, Raphia bass, brush-making fibre from 
oil palm leaves, and baobab bark for paper-making. 
Various samples of cotton have also been examined. 

Oils and Oilseeds . — Fruits of the variety of oil palm 
occurring in the Colony were examined in comparison 
with those occurring in other parts of West Africa, Reports 
have also been furnished on a number of oilseeds and oils, 
including the seeds of species of Lophira, Carapa, Penta- 
desma, Pycnanthus and Pentaclethra, gorli seed, po-yoak 
nuts, soy beans, castor seeds and piassava oil. 

Foodstuffs . — Investigations were conducted with a 
view to improving the quality of Sierra Leone ginger, 
which is the third most important agricultural product of 
the Colony. Samples were examined and advice given 
as to the best methods of cultivation and preparation. 
Consignments prepared by the ordinary and improved 
methods were subsequently received, and the prices realised 
indicated the advantage of better preparation. 

Other foodstuffs reported on have included cocoa, 
pigeon peas, various beans, cassava starch, guinea grains, 
etc. 

Rubber . — The various 41 wild " rubbers occurring in 
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Sierra Leone were examined in order to determine their 
quality and commercial value, and improvements were 
suggested in the native methods of preparation. The 
rubbers reported on have included numerous samples of 
Funtumia, Landolphia and Ficus. 

Essential Oils. — The volatile oil of Ocimum viride was 
shown to be a valuable source of the antiseptic thymol, 
and in this connection seeds were obtained from the 
Colony and distributed for cultivation in various parts of 
the Empire. 

Miscellaneous Products . — Other products reported on 
have included mangrove bark, gara (a native dyestuff), 
copal, various native drugs, tobaccos, mahogany, pooli 
wood, African rosewood, umbrella wood and other timbers, 
monazite sand, iron ore, clays, soils, etc. 

Gambia 

Fibres. — Kapok from different places has been ex- 
amined at the Imperial Institute and submitted to com- 
mercial valuation in order to ascertain whether the floss 
would be suitable for shipment to the United Kingdom 
in competition with supplies from other sources. Atten- 
tion was drawn by the Institute to the market which exists 
for kapok seed as a source of oil. 

Other fibres examined include cotton, jute, Hibiscus 
fibres, Urena fibre and other jute substitutes. It was 
shown that jute of excellent quality- can be grown in the 
Gambia. The possibility of utilising palm-fibre from the 
Gambia in the British hat- and basket-making industries 
has been investigated. 

Mangrove Bark . — The mangrove barks of the Gambia 
have been found to contain a low percentage of tannin 
and to be unsuitable for export to the United Kingdom or 
for the manufacture of extract. In these circumstances 
they are only of interest as a tanning material for local use. 

Minerals , — A large number of clays were examined, 
a nd the most promising were submitted to technical trials. 
It was found that several of the clays would be suitable for 
Use locally for brick- and tile-making and for earthenware. 
The results of the examination of a further series of clays 
a nd limestones showed that the clay could be used locally 
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for brick- and tile-making, and in conjunction with the 
limestone for cement-making, but that the limestone was 
not suitable for making agricultural lime. 

Eight specimens of iron ore were suitable for smelt- 
ing locally, but not for export. A number of aluminous 
minerals have been investigated in view of the suggestion 
that bauxite occurs in the Colony, but the results were not 
promising. Specimens of soils from different localities 
have been examined, and suggestions made in each case 
as to the manurial treatment required. 

Miscellaneous Products . — The yields of oil from different 
varieties of ground nuts have been compared. Samples 
of castor oil seed have been examined and their value 
in the United Kingdom determined. Other products 
examined have included oil palm fruits, Ficus rubber, 
maize, guinea corn, oranges, Cynometra pods, Datura 
fruits, Daniella resin, rosewood and mahogany. 

Cyprus 

Essential Oils . — The distillation of essential oils is an 
important minor industry in Cyprus, the principal oil 
concerned being that of origanum, which is used largely 
in this country for perfuming soaps and for other purposes, 
The Cyprus origanum oil has been submitted to detailed 
investigation at the Imperial Institute, and has been shown 
to be exceptionally rich in carvacrol, a powerful antiseptic 
which can be used as a substitute for thymol. The 
ordinary oil darkens on exposure to light and air, which 
renders it unsuitable for light-coloured soaps, but a method 
was worked out at the Institute of refining the oil so as to 
yield a product which will remain almost colourless for 
long periods. Other essential oils whose characters and 
commercial value have been reported on include geranium 
oil, laurel oil, marjoram oil, juniper oil, the oil of Ocifnum 
viride , sage oil, cumin oil, aniseed oil and otto of roses. 

Foodstuffs and Spices . — Cyprus barley examined at the 
Imperial Institute was found to be of excellent quality and 
particularly suitable for malting purposes. Large quan- 
tities of barley are grown in Cyprus, and at one time it 
was exported to this country. Material equal in quality 
to that examined if shipped to this country would realise 
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high prices. A special variety of naked or skinless barley 
was also investigated, and although it was shown that it 
could not be employed for ordinary malting, it was con- 
sidered that it might be used by distillers, and in any case 
would rank as a good class of feeding barley. Oats and 
oat straw, chick peas, vetch seeds, chickling vetch seeds, 
Prosopis beans, carobs and dried fruits have also been 
examined and reported on regarding their quality and 
market value, as well as various spices such as coriander, 
aniseed, black cumin and white cumin. 

Tobacco . — Large quantities of cigarettes are made in 
Cyprus, mainly from imported Macedonian tobacco. In 
recent years the Agricultural Department has endeavoured 
to start a tobacco-growing industry in the island by experi- 
ments carried out in various districts. Many samples 
produced in this way have been examined at the Imperial 
Institute, and reports have been furnished indicating the 
defects they exhibited and containing recommendations for 
their improvement, particularly in relation to the method 
of curing. 

Fibres .— Several fibres produced experimentally have 
been examined and reports furnished as to their quality 
whilst advice has been given as to methods of preparation, 
with a view to the production of improved material. 
These have included flax, Sisal hemp, Mauritius hemp and 
ramie. 

The question of the improvement and marketing of 
Cyprus silk has received particular attention and a special 
sub-committee of the Imperial Institute Advisory Com- 
mittee on Silk Production has dealt with the matter. 
The recommendations of the Committee for the establish- 
ment of a filature are now under the consideration of the 
Cyprus Government. 

Cotton also has been dealt with, special attention 
being devoted to it by the Director in his Report on the 
Agricultural Resources of Cyprus presented to Parliament 
111 1905, whilst recently samples grown experimentally by 
the Agricultural Department have been examined and 
reported on. 

Other Vegetable and Animal Products. — Samples of 
castor seed, ground nuts and Perilla seed have been 
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examined and reported on, the last-named having been 
grown from seed specially supplied by the Institute, The 
tanning value of several Acacia barks has been determined, 
as well as of sumach and shinia leaves, Other materials 
dealt with include squills, liquorice, gum labdanum, scrub 
oak timber, Persian berries, barberry, ostrich feathers, 
sponges and goat skins. 

Minerals , — The characters and possibilities of market- 
ing the following minerals have been determined : asbes- 
tos, magnesite, kaolin, terre verte, salt and copper ore. 

West Indies 
Jamaica 

Minerals . — In connection with a proposal to establish 
cement works in the island, the Imperial Institute furnished 
information as to the suitability of samples of limestones 
for the purpose, and also advised on a number of technical 
and economic questions affecting the successful establish- 
ment of an enterprise of this character. 

A series of ochres examined were not of sufficiently 
good quality to be profitably marketed in the United 
Kingdom, but a method of preparation was suggested 
whereby some of the materials might be rendered suitable 
for local use. 

Investigations carried out at the Imperial Institute 
showed that the salt produced in the Turks and Caicos 
Islands is of excellent quality, A special question relating 
to the use of this salt for curing fish is under consideration. 

Other minerals examined include copper and silver 
ores, lignite and tremolite. 

Advice has been given by the Institute to the Govern- 
ment of the Colony in connection with proposals to develop 
the use of the radio-active mineral waters of the Island, 
and apparatus to enable the activity of the waters to be 
determined has been selected and supplied. 

Essential Oils . — An investigation of wild pimento leaves 
showed that they contain an oil which would be of com- 
mercial value if available in quantity, and that a useful 
tanning extract could be prepared from the leaves as a 
by-product. Arrangements have been made by the 
Government of the Colony for the distillation of the oil 
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in co-operation with growers, and further investigations 
are being carried out by the Industrial Chemist in the 
island. 

Miscellaneous Products . — Samples of tobacco have been 
investigated and endeavours made in communication with 
the Jamaica Agricultural Society to encourage the further 
production of cigar leaf for export. The suitability of 
mangrove bark for local use as a tanning material has been 
determined and the possibilities of exporting the bark or 
preparing an extract for export investigated. Henequen 
and Sisal fibres grown experimentally have been found to 
be suitable for sale in the United Kingdom, and offers to 
take charge of consignments transmitted to the Colony. 
Among other products investigated are the following : 
banana meal, Yucca fibre, opium, logwood, sponges, timbers 
and rubber. 


Trinidad and Tobago 

Minerals . — Considerable assistance was rendered by 
the Institute in the development of the principal minerals 
at present worked, viz. asphalt, manjak and petroleum. 
Samples of the manjak and bituminous minerals were 
examined and submitted to technical trials, as a result of 
which suggestions were made with a view to the prepara- 
tion of products likely to be suitable for the United King- 
dom market. Samples of crude petroleum obtained from 
trial wells have been examined. Other minerals examined 
include cement-making materials and iron ores. 

Rubber . — Several collections of rubbers (Para, Castil- 
loa, Funtumia and Landolphia) from trees growing on 
lands belonging to the Botanical Department and on 
private estates have been reported on, and information 
supplied as to their value in the United Kingdom. 

Silk . — In connection with attempts made by the 
Imperial Institute to develop further sericulture in the 
British Empire, the possibilities in Trinidad have been 
investigated. Samples of mulberry silk, Eri silk and 
Trinidad wild silk have been examined, as a result of 
which a number of suggestions for further experiments 
m Colony have been made. 

Miscellaneous Products *— The Institute has co-operated 
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with the Botanical Department and later with the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture in the examination and valuation of 
products grown experimentally, e.g . cotton, Manila hemp, 
tobacco, coffee. Samples of ajowan seed and Ocimam 
viride seed have been supplied to the Department for trial 
cultivation as thymol-yielding plants. 

A series of hat-making materials from Trinidad and 
Tobago received from the Department have been investi- 
gated in conjunction with the Luton Chamber of Com- 
merce to determine their suitability for use in this country. 

Among other products from Trinidad which have 
been dealt with at the Institute the following may be 
mentioned : cassava (conditions of formation of prussic 
acid), Cana valia beans, black-eye peas, vanilla, cocoa, 
Mauritia nuts, mango seed, avocado pear seed, copra, 
Omphalea seeds (including physiological trials of the oil), 
mora wood and mongoose skins. 

Leeward Islands 

Fibres. — In connection with experiments in cotton 
cultivation at the Botanic Station, Montserrat, a large 
number of samples have been examined at the Imperial 
Institute, and valuations obtained. Several samples of 
cotton and of agave fibre grown in Antigua have also been 
investigated and suggestions made for improvements in 
the method of preparation. 

Rubber . — Considerable assistance was rendered by the 
Institute in connection with the introduction of rubber 
trees with a view to establishing a rubber-planting industry 
in Dominica. Samples of Castilloa, Funtumia and Para 
rubbers grown in the island were examined and their value 
determined. The results of this series of investigations 
showed that Para trees in Dominica would furnish rubber 
of excellent quality. 

Drugs. — Datura Metel leaves received from Mont- 
serrat were found on examination at the Imperial Institute 
to contain a satisfactory percentage of the valuable alka- 
loids, scopolamine and hyoscyamine, and attempts are now 
being made to establish an export trade from the Colony. 

Oilseeds. — The question of utilising the large quan- 
tity of seeds obtained as a by-product in the lime-fruit 
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industry has recently been investigated by the Institute 
in conjunction with the Government Chemist. The oil 
from the seeds has been found to be suitable for use in the 
United Kingdom for soap-making, etc., and information 
respecting its value for this purpose has been communi- 
cated to the Government of the Colony. 

Minerals . — At the request of the Government Geologist 
a number of mineral specimens which he collected during a 
recent examination of the islands have been investigated 
and reports furnished as to their possible uses and economic 
value. These comprised supposed gold- and silver-bearing 
gravels, sands containing rare earth minerals, lignite and 
phosphate deposits. 

Other minerals which have been examined are sand 
(Montserrat), phosphate (Redonda), mani (Dominica), 
molybdenite (Virgin Islands), and barium sulphate 
(Antigua). 

Miscellaneous Products , — At the request of the Govern- 
ment experiment stations, a variety of products obtained 
in trials have been examined, some of which were proved to 
be suitable for the United Kingdom market, e.g. ajowan 
seed (Montserrat), shea nuts (Dominica), essential oils 
(Dominica), ground nuts (Montserrat), bay leaves (Do- 
minica), cocoa. 

Other products from the Leeward Islands examined 
at the Imperial Institute include beans (Montserrat), 
chillies (Virgin Islands), sponges (Virgin Islands), and 
gommier resin (Dominica). 

Windward Islands 

Foodstuffs . — At the request of the Imperial Department 
of Agriculture for the West Indies, detailed enquiries have 
been made by the Imperial Institute as to the possibility 
of extending the market in the United Kingdom for 
St. Vincent arrowroot, both as a foodstuff and also for 
various industrial purposes. Endeavours have also been 
made to find a market in this country for black velvet 
beans, which are largely grown in St. Vincent as a cover 
crop ; they were, however, not saleable for human con- 
sumption, and recommendations were accordingly made 
as to the most suitable method of utilisingThem as a feed- 
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ing stuff for animals. Information was supplied ^as to the 
quality and commercial value of dried bananas prepared 
experimentally by the Agricultural Superintendent, St. 
Lucia, and offers were obtained from merchants to take 
trial shipments. 

Fibres . — The possibility of Jippi-Jappa straw from 
Grenada being utilised in the British straw-hat making 
industry has been investigated by the Imperial Institute, 
in communication with the Luton Chamber of Commerce. 
Samples of cotton from St. Vincent, St. Lucia and Grenada 
have been reported on, and the cotton seed oil expressed 
at the Government Ginnery, St. Vincent, has been exa- 
mined in order to ascertain its quality and commercial 
value. 

Minerals . — Samples of hematite and copper ore from 
Grenada collected by the Government Geologist during 
a recent examination of the mineral resources of the 
Windward Islands were reported on. The haematite repre- 
sented a high-grade iron ore, which would be readily 
saleable in the United Kingdom. Samples of clay from 
St. Vincent and a number of other mineral specimens 
from Grenada have also been investigated. 

Tobacco . — Assistance has been rendered by the Institute 
in connection with experiments on tobacco cultivation 
in Grenada and St. Vincent, by the examination and 
valuation of samples of the leaf ; suggestions for further 
experiments were forwarded to the Colony. 

Miscellaneous Products . — Other products from the 
Windward Islands which have been examined at the 
Imperial Institute are : gru gru kernels and fat (Grenada), 
Vigna seeds (St. Vincent), sponges (St. Vincent), gommier 
resin (St. Vincent), and rubber (St. Lucia), 

Barbados 

Sugar-cane Wax . — Important investigations were under- 
taken by the Imperial Institute on behalf of the Govern- 
ment of Barbados in connection with the proposals to 
prepare wax from sugar-cane refuse. 

In addition to supplying technical information to the 
Chemist in Barbados, the Institute arranged with manu- 
facturers to carry out extraction trials of the wax on a 
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commercial scale, and made enquiries in various directions 
to determine the commercial value of the product. As 
a result an offer was obtained from a company to enter 
into contracts for the purchase of wax and to advance the 
money necessary for the erection of extracting machinery. 
This offer, however, was not acceptable in the Colony. 

Mahogany Seed Oil , — In connection with proposals in 
Barbados to collect mahogany seed for the preparation 
of oil, samples of the seed were examined at the Im- 
perial Institute and their value in the United Kingdom 
determined. 

Manjak . — The suitability for technical purposes of 
manjak from the Scotland District has been investigated 
in communication with varnish makers, and experiments 
have been made with a view to purifying the material 
so as to render it more acceptable to British manufacturers. 

Miscellaneous Products .• — Samples of diatomite, cotton 
and cotton seed oil have also been examined. 

Technical information and advice has been furnished 
by the Institute to the Government of Barbados on the 
manufacture of briquettes from loose coal for use on the 
Barbados Railway (including particulars of technical 
literature and names of engineers willing to carry out 
technical trials), and on methods of denaturing alcohol for 
industrial purposes. 


Bermuda 

Tobacco . — The Imperial Institute rendered much as- 
sistance in connection with the experiments in tobacco 
cultivation which were carried out for many years at the 
Public Garden. In addition to the examination and 
valuation of a large number of samples of tobacco pro- 
duced in the experiments, suggestions were made by the 
Institute as to the lines on which the trials should be 
carried out and the method of preparing the leaf. The 
soils on which the tobacco was grown were also examined, 
and recommendations made as to the use of manures to 
render them more suitable for tobacco cultivation. Local 
materials (such as seaweed ash and sage bush ash) were 
investigated to determine whether they could be utilised 
as fertilisers for this purpose. With a view to improving 
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the quality of the tobacco produced the Imperial Institute 
also supplied samples of selected seed for trial. 

Arrowroot . — At the request of the Government of the 
Colony, the Institute examined a number of products 
sold in the United Kingdom as Bermuda arrowroot, with 
a view to detecting adulteration, and made a detailed 
comparison of the quality and composition of St. Vincent 
and Bermuda arrowroots. 

Miscellaneous Products. — Investigation at the Imperial 
Institute showed that liquorice roots from Bermuda would 
be saleable in the United Kingdom, and advice as to the 
best method of marketing the product was furnished. 
Other products examined include sponges, loofahs, lemon 
grass oil, bulbs of Lilium Harrisii , and rope used in the 
Colony, 


Bahamas 

Fibres — Assistance was rendered by the Institute in 
connection with the cultivation of Sisal hemp, now an 
important industry in the Bahamas, by the examination 
and valuation of samples, and the supply of detailed 
information as to the possibilities of promoting an export 
trade with the United Kingdom. 

Tobacco . — In connection with experiments in tobacco 
cultivation at the Botanic Station, a number of samples 
were examined and suggestions made for improving the 
soil and for further experiments with other varieties of 
leaf. 

Rubber . — Specimens of rubber prepared from the 
Cryptostegia vine were of good quality. At the request 
of the Government, the amount of rubber which could 
be. extracted from the stems of the plant was subsequently 
determined, in order to obtain data as to the feasibility 
of preparing rubber by this method in the Bahamas. 

Water . — Eleven samples of water received from the 
Government were chemically examined in order to deter- 
mine their suitability for drinking purposes. 

Miscellaneous Products . — Other materials examined 
include Cascarilla bark, braziletto wood and logwood, 
cotton, mother-of-pearl shells, marl, coal, cave earth and 
seaweed ash. 
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British Guiana 

Timbers . — The Imperial Institute has taken action 
with a view to developing the use in this country of the 
valuable woods with which the forests of the Colony 
abound. The Timbers Committee of the Institute selected 
from the specimens in the Exhibition Galleries a number of 
woods of promising character, and the Government of the 
Colony has been requested to forward a trial shipment of 
these in order that they may be brought to the notice 
of the trade. Arrangements have also been made for two 
British railway companies to carry out trials with mora 
and wallaba timbers from British Guiana for use as 
sleepers. 

Specimens of cedar wood, white siruaballi, crabwood 
and duka were examined in communication with manu- 
facturers in the United Kingdom in order to determine 
their suitability for the manufacture of cigar boxes. The 
Institute also arranged for selected samples of several 
British Guiana woods to be submitted to technical trial 
in British Government factories, with a view to their use 
for the manufacture of rifle stocks. 

At present the Institute is undertaking, in conjunction 
with the Department of Lands and Forests, a compre- 
hensive investigation to determine the possibility of 
British Guiana timbers being utilised for the manufacture 
of paper pulp. 

Rubber and Batata . — A large number of samples of 
rubber from indigenous trees have been examined, as well 
as Para rubber from trees at the Government rubber 
station. The Para rubber was equal to good plantation 
grades from the East. 

Considerable attention has also been devoted to the 
examination of balata and allied products, including a 
detailed investigation of the relationship between the 
brittleness of crude balata and the amounts of gutta and 
resin present in the material, a subject of importance in 
connection with its commercial uses. 

Fibres . — Over fifty samples of cotton grown in the 
Colony have been examined from time to time and valua- 
tions supplied. In this connection cotton hybridisation 
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trials were carried out on lines suggested by the Institute, 
and proved successful, Investigations at the Imperial 
Institute have indicated that rice straw, mocca-mocca, 
wild ginger and sedge from British Guiana are promising 
materials for paper-making. 

Miscellaneous Products. — Among other materials from 
British Guiana which have been examined, the following 
may be mentioned : Cokerite nuts, ivory nuts, logwood, 
tobacco, lignite, petroleum, quartz and clay. 

British Honduras 

Timbers . — In consultation with the Forest Officer of the 
Colony, the Timbers Committee of the Imperial Institute 
has enquired into the possibility of marketing in the 
United Kingdom the many British Honduras woods 
which are not already well known. Special enquiry has 
been made respecting the utilisation of the pine forests 
as a source of coniferous timber. Two series of British 
Honduras timbers are now being submitted to examination 
in order to determine their mechanical properties and work- 
ing qualities. 

Fibres . — Considerable assistance was rendered by the 
Institute in connection with the experiments in cotton 
cultivation carried out for a number of years at the 
Botanic Station, the cottons produced in the various trials 
being examined and valued. Samples of agave fibre and 
kapok grown experimentally have also been investigated, 
and detailed information has been supplied as to the 
prospects of agave and bromelia fibres being successfully 
prepared for export. 

Tobacco . — The results of the examination of samples 
of tobacco has shown that a product suitable for the 
European market could be produced in the Colony, and 
the Institute suggested the appointment of a tobacco 
expert to assist in the development of the tobacco 
industry. 

Oilseeds . — A detailed examination has been made of 
the oil obtained from the seeds of the cohune palm, which 
is very abundant in the Colony. Both the oil and residual 
meal would find a ready market in the United Kingdom, 
and, as a result of the publication of the results of this 
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investigation in the Bulletin of the Imperial Institute, 
many enquiries were received at the Institute from com- 
mercial firms in this country and elsewhere. Trials have 
also been made by the Institute with a view to obtaining 
a machine suitable for cracking the nuts, as this question 
is of importance in any attempts to utilise the nuts com- 
mercially as a source of oil. 

Miscellaneous Products . — Other products from the 
Colony which have been investigated include cocoa, rice, 
sword beans, craboo bark, mangrove bark, soap berries, 
balsa wood, limestones and phosphate rock. 

Falkland Islands 

By-products of the Whaling Industry. — The Imperial 
Institute has carried out a number of investigations 
connected with the disposal of the by-products of the 
whaling industry of the Dependencies, which is now the 
most important in the world. Information, based on the 
results of the examination of specimens, has been furnished 
regarding the commercial value of the bones and skins 
of whales, of guano prepared from the carcase, and of 
ordinary whalebone. 

Peat. — Much attention has been devoted to the ques- 
tion of the utilisation of the extensive peat deposits of the 
islands. Specimens of the peat have been examined and 
preliminary distillation trials, arranged by the Institute, 
have been carried out in order to determine the yields of 
charcoal, acetic acid, ammonia and oils. For the present, 
however, the peat would have to be disposed of as fuel 
chiefly in South America, and an exhaustive enquiry was 
made as to the possible markets for the material in that 
region. 

Penguin Guano . — Samples of penguin guano, including 
specimens collected by the Government Geologist, have 
been examined in order to determine their quality and 
probable commercial value. The guano is inferior to 
Peruvian guano, and, in view of its moist condition, it 
could not be remuneratively shipped in its natural state. 
If, however, it could be artificially dried in the Colony, 
the dried material might be utilised as a filling material 
in the manufacture of compound manures. 
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Minerals . — A number of minerals have been investi- 
gated, including copper ore, quartz, bitumen, oil shale, 
sand for glass making and limestone. 

Distillation trials carried out at the Imperial Institute 
with bitumen from the Falkland Islands showed that it 
gave a large yield of oil of promising character, and the 
Institute suggested that the deposits should be examined 
by a specialist with a view to ascertaining the quantity 
available. 

The limestone was examined in order to ascertain 
whether lime, suitable for hardening the water of the 
Falklands, could be prepared from it. In this connection 
samples of water were also examined and a detailed report 
on the whole question was furnished. Water obtained 
from a spring, intended to supply the town of Stanley, 
was examined chemically and its suitability for drinking 
purposes reported on. 


Fiji 

Fibres . — Amongst fibres examined and reported on 
may be mentioned Sisal hemp, Mauritius hemp, bowstring 
hemp, ramie and jute. The Sisal hemp in particular was 
of good quality, and, as a result of the favourable report 
by the Institute, the Agricultural Department was able 
to recommend the cultivation of the fibre in certain areas 
of the islands. 

With regard to cotton, which is at present attracting 
attention in Fiji, the Institute has examined samples 
grown experimentally and has advised regarding a scheme 
for establishing a cotton-growing industry in the 
islands. 

The fibrous stems of the vau tree (Hibiscus tiliaceus) 
have been investigated in order to determine their suita- 
bility for paper making, and it was found that they gave 
a good yield of pulp, which could be used for the manu- 
facture of wrapping paper. 

Foodstuffs. — Cocoa, of excellent quality, grown in Fiji, 
has been reported on, and this crop is now being produced 
on a small scale in the islands. Other foodstuffs dealt 
with include tea, cloves, ginger, lemons, arrowroot and 
cassava starch. 
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Oilseeds. — Ground nuts and castor seed grown experi- 
mentally were of good average quality, and the cultivation 
of these crops could be recommended. Oil obtained in Fiji 
from the seeds of Calopkyllum inop ky Hum } an indigenous 
tree, was found to be suitable for soap-making, but it was 
advised that it would be preferable to export the seeds, 
as, with the more careful preparation of the oil which 
would be possible in Europe, an oil suitable for edible 
purposes might be produced and so increase the value of 
the product. 

Essential Oils . — Oil distilled at the Institute from the 
bark of an indigenous species of cinnamon was found to 
differ from ordinary cinnamon bark oil, and, in view of its 
pleasant odour, which was similar, but superior, to oil of 
sassafras, it would find a use in perfumery, especially for 
scenting toilet soaps. Another new oil, first examined 
at the Institute, and also found to be suitable for perfum- 
ing soaps, was that obtained from a grass, Cymbopogon 
coloratus. A small consignment of this oil prepared in 
Fiji was sold through the Institute. Other essential oils 
examined and reported on include vetiver oil and a variety 
of bay oil. 

Other Vegetable Products. — The resin of Dammar a 
vitiensis was found to resemble in character ordinary 
Manila copal, and it was suggested that it should be 
marketed as Fiji copal,” whilst advice was given as to 
the method of cleaning and grading the material before 
export. A sample of mangrove extract prepared in Fiji 
proved to be similar to ordinary mangrove cutch, and 
could be used, like the latter, for tanning sails, fishing 
nets, etc. 

Minerals. — Among minerals examined and reported 
on are copper ore, manganese ore, coal, limestone and 
soapstone.” The results of the examination of the 
last two materials were found to be of value in con- 
nection with an enquiry which was instituted into the 
possibility of manufacturing cement in Fiji, on which 
subject a detailed report was furnished to the authorities, 
dealing with methods of making cement, suitable raw 
rnaterials available in Fiji, the plant and labour required 
for the purpose, etc. 
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Rhodesia 

Oilseeds . — The cultivation of oilseeds promises to 
become an industry of considerable importance in Rho- 
desia. Two factories have been established for the 
preparation of oil, the residual oil-cake finding a ready 
market for cattle-feeding, and the export of sunflower 
seed and ground nuts has commenced. The Institute 
has assisted in the initial stages of this industry by examin- 
ing samples of sunflower seed, sesame seed, linseed, castor 
seed, ground nut oil, etc., and reporting on their quality 
and commercial value. 

In connection with the marketing of sunflower seeds 
the Institute was consulted by the Director of Agriculture 
as to the possibility of saving freight by shipping the 
decorticated kernels instead of the entire seeds. A 
sample of decorticated kernels examined at the Imperial 
Institute was found to be in good condition, and the oil 
present in them had not undergone any deterioration 
during transit. Information was supplied as to the best 
methods of packing the kernels for shipment. Enquiries 
made by the Institute at the request of the British South 
Africa Company as to the possibility of the whole of the 
Rhodesian crop finding a market in the United Kingdom 
indicated that there would be no difficulty in disposing 
of an increased quantity of Rhodesian sunflower seed in 
this country. The exports of this seed from Rhodesia 
to the United Kingdom have risen from 121,673 lb, in 1919 
to 780,274 lb. in 1922. The Institute has also investi- 
gated the possible uses of sunflower stalks. Ash obtained 
in Rhodesia by burning the stalks has been examined, 
and the results have shown that it contains a large per- 
centage of potassium carbonate, which could be separated 
by suitable means. The preparation of potassium carbonate 
from sunflower stalks in Rhodesia could, no doubt, be 
carried out on a commercial scale, as is done in Russia. 
Reports were also furnished on the suitability of the pith 
of the stalks for the manufacture of explosives and as 
a packing material in the sheathing of ships, and on the 
value of the stalks for the manufacture of paper pulp. 

Fibres . — The Institute has examined and reported on a 
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considerable number of Rhodesian fibres, with reference 
to their possible commercial and industrial utilisation, 
including Sisal hemp, sunn hemp, Mauritius hemp, bow- 
string hemp, jute, ramie, banana fibre, Brachystegia 
fibre, pineapple fibre, flax, kapok, silk and cotton. The 
cottons examined include varieties of Egyptian, American 
Upland, and Nyasaland Upland cotton, which were grown 
experimentally in order to ascertain the suitability of the 
country for this crop. Some of the samples received were 
generally of good quality, and such cotton would be 
readily saleable in this country. Suggestions were made 
for obviating certain defects which the cottons exhibited. 
Silk cocoons were examined, which were of excellent 
reeling quality, whilst certain of the cordage fibres investi- 
gated were also on the whole of promising character. 
In connection with proposals for the manufacture of grain 
bags and hessian in Northern Rhodesia to meet the large 
local demand for these materials, the Imperial Institute 
examined the following fibres collected by the Director of 
Agriculture : Hibiscus cannabinus y Urena lobata , Sida 
cordifolia , Hibiscus vilifolius t Triumfctta pentandra and 
Abutilon angulatum . All these fibres were found to be 
suitable for use as jute substitutes for the manufacture of 
yarns, fabrics and twine, and information was supplied 
regarding the machinery required for the industry. 

The Institute has also investigated certain native 
woods and barks in order to ascertain their suitability 
for the manufacture of paper pulp. None of the materials 
so far supplied, however, has proved of much value for 
this purpose. 

Foodstuffs . — Coffee grown in the Government Experi- 
mental Gardens examined at the Institute was of good 
quality and suitable for the European market. Particulars 
were supplied regarding the preparation of commercial con- 
signments for shipment to this country. Other foodstuffs 
examined and reported on include chicory, chillies, buck- 
wheat, millet, Canavalia obtusifolia beans and diseased 
oranges. 

Minerals — Amongst the large number of minerals 
from Rhodesia investigated at the Institute may be 
mentioned chrome ore, iron ore, copper ore, molybdenum 
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ore, tantalum ore, platinum, antimony, barytes, magnesite, 
asbestos, graphite, mica, zircon, corundum, talc, auriferous 
quartz and potash-bearing shale. Rhodesia is now the 
largest producer of chrome ore in the world, the industry 
having commenced only in 1905. The Institute has 
examined specimens of the ore from time to time, the 
first sample in 1906, when the composition and com- 
mercial value of the ore was reported on to the British 
South Africa Company. Recently chromite “ fines " 
were examined and found to be probably suitable for the 
manufacture of refractory bricks. 

Other Products , — Rubber obtained from a number of 
indigenous trees and vines has been examined and reported 
on, including species of Landolphia, Ficus, Euphorbia and 
Diplorhynchus. Timbers investigated include Rhodesian 
teak, Rhodesian mahogany and mukwa. A number of 
samples of tobacco of promising quality have been 
examined, as well as samples of Stramonium leaves, 
Strophanthus seeds, papain, native tanning pods, kino 
and Brachystegia bark for tanning purposes, indigo, gum 
arabic, and the resin of Copaifera Mopane, 

Sudan 

Foodstuffs , — The most important native foodstuff 
grown in the Sudan is dura, a variety of millet (Sorghum 
vulgar e). Investigations have been carried out by the 
Institute and feeding trials arranged in this country, in 
order to determine the value of the grain as a feeding- 
stuff for animals. The results were exceedingly satis- 
factory, It was found that the dura closely resembles 
maize in chemical composition, and that it is about equal 
in value to the latter grain as a feeding-stuff for cattle and 
poultry. Experiments were also conducted in order to 
obtain definite information as to whether dura could he 
successfully used in the brewing industry. The dura was 
tried for malting, as roasted grain for colouring and flavour- 
ing purposes, for flaking, and for the production of glucose, 
with very promising results. The results of the investi- 
gation indicated that there would probably be a very large 
demand for the grain if it could be exported in large regular 
quantities. A certain quantity is already exported, but 
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the amount varies from year to year, owing to the fluctu- 
ating demand in the Sudan for the grain as native food, 
only the surplus remaining after the local demand has been 
met being at present available for export. 

A sample of Liberian coffee, grown experimentally in 
the Sudan, proved on examination at the Institute to be of 
good quality. It was recommended, however, that before 
adopting this variety for extended cultivation experiments 
should be conducted with Arabian coffee. In response to 
this suggestion a sample of Arabian coffee, together with 
a further sample of Liberian coffee, was subsequently 
received for examination. The Arabian coffee was of 
good quality, far superior to the Liberian, and in view 
of this and the fact that there is a much greater demand 
in the United Kingdom for Arabian coffee, it was suggested 
that it would be preferable to devote attention in the 
Sudan to the cultivation of coffee of the latter type . 

A small consignment of dates, representing three 
varieties, was received at the Institute for examination 
and sale. Although not equal to dessert dates of the 
best grade, they were of good quality, being similar 
to those from Persia, which find a regular market in 
this country. The consignment realised a satisfactory 
price, and it was considered by merchants that the pro- 
spects of establishing a trade in these Sudan dates were 
promising. Recommendations were made as to the best 
methods of packing and marketing the dates. Among 
other foodstuffs from the Sudan examined at the Institute 
were wheat, barley, maize, rice, beans, chillies, capsicums 
and ginger. 

Tanning Materials . — The pods of Acacia arahica , known 
locally as sant pods, form one of the chief tanning materials 
of the Sudan. Examination of the whole pods at the 
Institute showed that they contain about 30 per cent, of 
tannin and that they yield leather of good quality and pale 
colour. They are, however, open to some objection on 
account of the seeds. A small consignment of the whole 
pods received at the Institute for sale realised a satis- 
factory price. It was shown that an even more 
valuable material can be prepared by crushing the pods 
and removing the seeds and fibrous matter by sifting. 
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This material, now known as 11 sant grains, ” contains from 
50 to 60 per cent, of tannin. In view of the high value 
of the sant grains as a tanning agent, the Imperial Institute 
suggested that a consignment should be prepared and 
forwarded from the Sudan for further examination and sale. 
The technical trials conducted with this consignment gave 
satisfactory results, and the material was disposed of in 
London at £45 per ton. The tanners who purchased the 
consignment reported that the results were quite satis- 
factory, and further quantities have since been imported 
and sold. In addition to the work of the Institute in 
determining the tanning value of the sant grains and 
finding a market for them, assistance is being rendered to 
the Sudan authorities in connection with machinery for 
preparing the material from the pods, on which the future 
of the industry will largely depend. 

Other native tanning materials from the Sudan exa- 
mined include the barks of the following trees : Parkia 
filicoidea , Prosopis oblonga, Ximenia americana and a 
species of Ficus . 

Fibres — In connection with the establishment of the 
cotton-growing industry of the Sudan, a very large number 
of samples produced experimentally, and on estates, have 
been examined and reported on as to their quality and 
commercial value. These have included samples grown 
in all the different cotton-growing districts, including the 
important area in the Gezira, where a vast irrigation 
scheme is being developed. 

Amongst other fibres examined at the Institute may 
be mentioned Dom palm fibre, the fibres of various species 
of Sansevieria , and of Hibiscus cannabinus , Calotropis 
procera t Dracaena, Leptadenia, Raphia and Pavonia, 
Mauritius hemp, pineapple fibre, jute and kapok. Mul- 
berry and Eri silks have also been investigated. 

Oilseeds , etc. — The character of the oil and the market 
value of a considerable number of Sudan oilseeds have 
been determined at the Institute. These include culti- 
vated oilseeds, such as ground nuts, castor seed, sesame 
and linseed, and others from wild plants, including shea 
nuts, Lophira alata, Balanites cegypiiaca , senat seed, 
hameid seed, Salvador a persica , water-melon seed and 
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lettuce seed. Samples of native-produced beeswax have 
also been examined and reported on. 

Gums. — 1 Considerable attention has been devoted at the 
Institute to gum arabic, the production of which is one of 
the chief industries of the Sudan. The different kinds of 
gums produced have been investigated and their relative 
commercial values determined, whilst an extensive series 
of gums representing material, both as exported from the 
Sudan and also after being graded in Europe, has been 
examined. As a result of this work, recommendations 
were made with a view to improving the quality of the gum 
exported, so that it would realise higher prices. Other 
questions relating to the gum industry are at present 
under investigation. 

Other Products . — Several samples of Ccara rubber, 
produced in the Sudan, have been examined, as well as 
rubber from the indigenous Landolphias. Of a series of 
ten different timbers examined with a view to determining 
their suitability for the English market, several proved to 
be distinctly useful woods, and one, Soymida roupailfolia, 
would answer the same purpose as cedar or mahogany and 
would be worth exporting. Talh wood, the product of a 
species of Acacia, was shown to be suitable for distillation 
for the production of acetone, acetic acid, methyl alcohol 
and charcoal. A number of drugs have been examined, 
including senna, Egyptian henbane, Stramonium and 
colocynth. Of essential oil plants investigated, mention 
may be made of Cymbopogon senaarensis and Ocimum. 
Other products dealt with include tobacco, dom palm nuts 
for use as vegetable ivory, indigo, mother-of-pearl shells, 
sponges, ostrich feathers, iron ore, natron, marble, petro- 
leum and clay. 

In addition to the native Sudan products, a number of 
materials imported into the country from Abyssinia have 
been forwarded by the Sudan authorities for examination, 
including samples of rubber, coffee and fibres. 

Mesopotamia 

With a view to improving the quality of the cotton 
grown in Mesopotamia, experiments have been conducted 
by the Agricultural Department with a number of varieties, 
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including American Upland, Egyptian and selected Indian 
kinds. Many samples of cotton grown in these experi- 
ments in different years have been examined at the Insti- 
tute, and their quality and commercial value ascertained. 
The latest received were of good quality and superior to 
the earlier samples ; their length and strength, however, 
lacked uniformity, and suggestions were made for over- 
coming this defect. 

Flax straw, produced experimentally at Bagdad, has 
been examined at the Institute, It proved to be well 
grown on the whole, and if suitably retted would probably 
furnish a useful flax of medium quality. 

The Imperial Institute Committee on Silk Production 
has given much attention to the question of silk production 
in Mesopotamia. Cocoons raised by the Agricultural 
Department have been examined in the laboratories of the 
Institute, and also by the Committee. They proved to be 
of excellent quality, and reeling trials carried out on the 
Continent were quite satisfactory. A report on the 
subject is being prepared. 

At the request of the Director of Agriculture in Meso- 
potamia, a memorandum was furnished dealing with the 
production and marketing of liquorice root and the prepara- 
tion and uses of liquorice extract. At the suggestion of 
the Institute, samples representing two grades of liquorice 
root produced in Mesopotamia for export were forwarded 
for examination and valuation. They proved to represent 
material which would be readily saleable in this country, 
and it was suggested that a trial consignment should be 
sent to London for sale through the Institute. 

An investigation has also been made of the composition 
of the ordinary Mesopotamian dates. 

In view of the constant menace to crops in Mesopotamia 
owing to outbreaks of locusts, the assistance of the 
Imperial Institute was requested in connection with the 
provision of petroleum flares for the destruction of locusts 
in the hopper stage. Particulars were supplied as to the 
different types of such flares, and the merits of this method 
of control were discussed in relation to other methods in use. 
It was suggested that contact insecticides would probably 
be more effective than flame throwers. Experiments con- 
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ducted by the Agricultural Department in Mesopotamia 
in 1922 with insecticides recommended by the Institute 
gave fairly satisfactory results, but, owing to the special 
conditions obtaining in the country, further trials are 
necessary to decide the best means of control. 

Information has also been furnished on the method of 
fumigating plants and seeds for the prevention of pests 
and diseases ; on the grading of wheat and barley in 
connection with the transport of these products in Mesopo- 
tamia ; and on the characters of Mesopotamian sheep- 
skins. 


Palestine 

Eri silk cocoons from Palestine examined at the 
Institute were of excellent quality, and an important 
firm in England offered to purchase a trial consignment of 
from one to two thousand pounds of the cocoons. The 
price offered for the cocoons, however, although higher 
than the current price of Indian Eri silk cocoons, was 
considered insufficient to be remunerative to the producer. 

The assistance of the Institute was requested by the 
Government Analyst with regard to the cause of corrosion 
in the boiler tubes of railway engines. From the analyses 
furnished of different waters employed and from inspec- 
tion of a section of a corroded tube, it appeared that 
the high proportion of magnesium chloride present in the 
waters was the principal cause of the corrosion. A full 
report on the whole subject was furnished by the Institute, 
in which various means for preventing corrosion were 
discussed, and it was pointed out that the softening of the 
waters before admission to the boiler, preferably by the 
lime-soda process, would probably be the most satisfactory. 
The authorities were put in touch with makers of 
suitable plant in the United Kingdom for softening 
water by this process. 

At the request of the Government Analyst information 
was supplied as to possible substitutes for oak root bark, 
the material at present employed by tanners in Palestine 
for the tanning of goat-skins used for carrying water. Aris- 
ing out of this enquiry, samples of the barks from the 
roots and branches of the oak in question {Quercus coccijera ) 
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have been received at the Imperial Institute for compara- 
tive examination, together with a goat-skin as prepared in 
Palestine for tanning. 

The Institute was also consulted by the Government 
Analyst with respect to certain regulations which it was 
proposed to introduce into Palestine concerning the im- 
portation of synthetic dyes. Information was particularly 
desired regarding methods of testing the fastness of dyes. 
The matter was discussed verbally at the Institute with the 
Government Analyst, and a memorandum was furnished 
giving detailed information respecting tests made by 
various investigators, with the object of establishing a 
suitable method for determining the comparative fastness 
of dyes. 

Information has been supplied relating to Eucalyptus 
cultivation and to afforestation in desert lands, full 
reference to literature on these subjects being furnished. 
Enquiries regarding the mineral resources of the country 
have also been dealt with. 


NUMERICAL SUMMARIES OF TECHNICAL 
INVESTIGATIONS AND ENQUIRIES, 1920-22 


(1) Overseas Countries and Firms in the United 
Kingdom 




1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

India 


. 174 

136 

121 

Dominions 


. 238 

216 

262 

Colonies and Protectorates, etc. 

. 528 

464 

474 

Firms, etc., in United Kingdom 

. 4»3 

382 

419 

Other countries 


. 116 

62 

58 

Total . 


■ 1,539 

1,260 

1,334 




1 



{2) Dominions and 

India 




1920. 

1921, 

1933 

Canada 


34 

30 

35 

Australia 


• 58 

62 

89 

New Zealand . 


19 

29 

30 

South Africa . 


. 119 

90 

89 

Newfoundland 


8 

5 

13 

India . 


. 174 

136 

121 


Total. 

431 
716 
i ,466 
1,284 
236 


4, *33 


Total 

99 

209 

84 

298 

26 

& 



NUMERICAL SUMMARIES OF INVESTIGATIONS 


(3) Colonies, Protectorates, Etc. 


Ceylon . 

Mauritius 
Seychelles 
St. Helena 

Federated Malay States 
Straits Settlements 
Hong Kong . 

North Borneo 
Sarawak 
Uganda 
Kenya . 

Zanzibar and Pemba 
Nyasaland 
Tanganyika . 
Somaliland 
Nigeria . 

Gold Coast 
Sierra Leone . 

Gambia 
Cyprus . 

Malta . 

West Indies . 

British Guiana 
British Honduras . 
Falkland Islands 
Fiji 

Western Pacific 
Rhodesia , 

Egypt . 

Sudan . 

Mesopotamia . 

Palestine 
Wei-hai-wei , 

Ascension 


1920. 

1921. 

1923. 

32 

39 

37 

I 

3 

6 

3 

9 

11 

6 

0 

2 

24 

26 

28 

8 

9 

7 

5 

2 

1 

J 5 

18 

7 

0 

O 

1 

28 

25 

M 

92 

70 

5 2 

2 

3 

6 

25 

15 

15 

5 

6 

20 

4 

2 

1 

60 

45 

45 

32 

36 

3& 


10 

10 

4 

9 

17 

10 

16 

21 

2 

1 

1 

41 

29 

37 

6 

7 

16 

9 

13 

10 

8 

3 

5 

9 

3 

3 

2 

2 

4 

34 

25 

24 


12 

11 

2 3 

21 

16 

6 

3 

3 

4 

2 

5 


189 


Total. 

108 

20 

23 
8 

78 

24 
8 

40 

1 

67 

214 

11 

55 

31 

7 

150 

104 

34 

3« 

47 

4 

107 

29 

32 
16 
15 

8 

83 

37 

60 

12 

11 


ASSISTANCE RENDERED BY THE IMPERIAL 
INSTITUTE IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF IN- 
DUSTRIES OVERSEAS 

The work of the Imperial Institute on the development of 
the natural resources of the Empire has been conducted 
in close co-operation with the Technical Departments 
( gncultural, Forestry and Mining) in the Dominions, the 
Lolomes and India. At the request of these Departments 
a number of extended investigations have been made of the 
cipa raw materials occurring in the respective coun- 
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tries, and also of materials grown experimentally with the 
object of improving the native product or of introducing 
new products for cultivation. These investigations have 
covered nearly every variety of raw material, and the results 
have been of value to the Departments concerned by 
indicating the materials likely to repay commercial 
exploitation. 

In the course of this work the Imperial Institute has 
rendered material assistance in laying the foundations for 
a number of important industries overseas. In many cases 
this pioneer work has extended over a number of years and 
has involved not only the examination and valuation of 
large numbers of samples of particular products grown 
experimentally, but also the supply of information and 
advice regarding methods of cultivation and preparation, 
the means of remedying defects in quality, the require- 
ments of users in this country and other related questions 
concerned with the marketing of the material. 

The following are examples of such investigations : 

( 1 ) The improvement of Gold Coast cocoa with a view 
to rendering it suitable for use by British manufacturers. 

(2) The establishment of the tobacco-growing industry 
in Ny as aland. 

(3) The improvement of the rubber produced in the 
tropical Colonies and latterly the investigations with a 
view to the improvement of plantation rubber in 
Ceylon. 

(4) The development of cotton growing in Nyasaland, 
Uganda and other countries. 

(5) The discovery, through the Mineral Surveys 
arranged by the Imperial Institute, of important deposits 
of coal and tinstone in Nigeria, and of thorium minerals 
in Ceylon, all of which materials were fully investigated 
and reported on by the Institute and are now being 
worked commercially. 

The commercial development of a large number of 
other materials has also been due to investigations and 
commercial enquiries conducted by the Imperial Institute, 
and the following examples may be quoted : 

(a) The utilisation of the Sant pods of the Sudan for 
tanning purposes in the United Kingdom. 
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(b) The manufacture of thymol in the United Kingdom 
and in India. 

(c) The value of Indian opium for manufacturing pur- 
poses and its utilisation in the United Kingdom. 

(d) The manufacture of atropine in the United Kingdom 
and the use of Egyptian henbane for the purpose. 

(e) The production of wattle bark and extract in Natal 
and their utilisation by British tanners. 

(/) The suitability of various products for paper-making 
and their utilisation in the countries of origin. 

(g) The extension of silk production in India and Cyprus 
and the improvement of the product. 

(h) The suitability of Canadian timbers for use in the 
United Kingdom and their inclusion in the Government 
Specification for Public Works and Buildings. 

(i) The reintroduction of South African boxwood as a 
substitute for the Turkish and Persian wood. 

(;) The medicinal value of the oil of Croton Elliottianus 
, and its use in the United Kingdom. 

(k) The production of origanum oil in Cyprus and its 
sale in the United Kingdom. 

Short statements relating to each of the investigations 
mentioned above are appended. 

Cocoa in the Cold Coast 

The production of cocoa in the Gold Coast has shown 
remarkable development during recent years, and the 
exports from the Colony are now larger than those from any 
other country. The cocoa produced in the early days of 
the industry was, however, of inferior quality and was 
chiefly sold on the Continent and not in the United 
Kingdom. The industry was also hampered to some extent 
by certain trading difficulties. 

Both these sides of the problem have received attention 
at the Imperial Institute in consultation with the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. The question of the possible im- 
provement of the cocoa was fully investigated and, as the 
result of the examination of a number of samples prepared 
m different ways, recommendations were made for the 
improvement of the methods of preparation employed. 
Subsequently two consignments of selected cocoa, prepared 
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by the processes suggested, were forwarded to the Imperial 
Institute for sale. Samples of these cocoas were widely 
distributed to British manufacturers and merchants, and 
the consignments were sold in this country at prices 
considerably in advance of those obtained for the ordinary 
grades of Gold Coast cocoas. This action demonstrated 
the fact that cocoa of the quality demanded by British 
manufacturers could be produced in the Gold Coast, and 
several firms in this country were induced to take an interest 
in the matter. One of the firms which had been in 
communication with the Imperial Institute (Messrs. 
Cadbury) despatched a representative to the Gold Coast 
to study the question on the spot, and subsequently 
established buying agencies in the Colony. Large quanti- 
ties of Gold Coast cocoa are now regularly utilised in the 
United Kingdom. 


Tobacco in Nyasaland 

In view of the very large market for tobacco in the 
United Kingdom, considerable attention has been devoted 
by the Departments of Agriculture in a number of the 
Colonies to the production of tobaccos which will be suit- 
able for export to this country. The Imperial Institute 
has rendered important assistance in these experiments by 
furnishing information and advice as to the varieties of 
tobacco in demand here, and the methods of cultivation 
and preparation to be adopted ; by determining the 
suitability of soils for the cultivation of tobacco ; and by 
examining and submitting to British manufacturers the 
tobaccos produced. 

A long series of experiments on these lines was carried 
out in conjunction with the Department of Agriculture in 
Nyasaland, the results of which showed that the tobacco 
grown there would, if suitably treated, be readily saleable 
in this country. The question of the marketing of Nyasa* 
land tobacco was then dealt with by the Institute. A 
large amount of special information was collected on this 
subject and a Conference was held at the Imperial Institute 
at which a number of matters were discussed relating to 
the use of Nyasaland tobacco in the United Kingdom and 
elsewhere, the best methods of marketing the product, 
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dock and warehouse charges, the grading and packing of 
the leaf in the Protectorate, and the improvement of the 
quality. A memorandum summarising the information 
collected by the Imperial Institute and the results of this 
Conference was forwarded to the Government of Nyasaland. 

Important commercial developments took place as a 
result of this detailed investigation of Nyasaland tobacco, 
and the cultivation of the crop was largely extended in the 
Protectorate. Subsequently the Imperial Tobacco Co. 
established a buying agency in Nyasaland, and as the 
result of action taken by the Imperial Institute special 
smoking mixtures and cigarettes made from Nyasaland 
tobacco were placed on the market by British firms. 

At the suggestion of the Imperial Institute the War 
Office in 1914 altered the specification for the tobacco 
supplied to the Army so as to permit the use of tobacco 
of satisfactory quality grown from American seed in British 
Colonies and Protectorates, thus enabling Nyasaland 
tobacco to be used in the supply of tobacco to the Army. 

Rubber 

The Imperial Institute has devoted continuous attention 
for many years to the subject of rubber. Before the 
establishment of the rubber planting industry in the East, 
the production of rubber from wild plants was of con- 
siderable importance in many British Colonies and 
Protectorates, and the Imperial Institute co-operated with 
the Agricultural and Forestry Departments in these 
countries in investigating the many problems involved. 
Systematic examination was made of practically all the 
“ wild ” rubbers produced in the various Colonies in order 
to determine their composition and value, and thus to 
ascertain which were worth commercial exploitation. 
The native methods of collecting and preparing these 
rubbers were also specially studied, and improved processes 
were suggested in certain cases whereby the value of the 
product was considerably enhanced. A large amount of 
work was done by the Institute in these pioneer experi- 
ments, a summary of which will be found in the Selected 
Reports on Rubber. 

The supervision and control of the collection by 
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natives of rubber from wild plants occurring over wide 
areas was found to present many difficulties, and it was 
practically impossible to prevent the destruction of the 
plants. It became evident therefore that the best method 
of ensuring an adequate supply of rubber of good quality 
was the establishment of plantations of rubber trees on the 
lines adopted with the Para rubber tree in Malaya and 
Ceylon. Experiments on the cultivation of rubber trees 
were accordingly carried out in a considerable number of 
the Colonies, not only with the Para tree but also with 
Funtumia, Ceara, Castilloa, Sapium, Ficus and other 
rubber-yielding trees. The Imperial Institute assisted 
in this work by examining the rubber obtained and by 
furnishing information and advice on many technical 
questions relating to the tapping of the trees, the co- 
agulation of the latex, and the form in which the rubber 
should be prepared. 

In the course of this work numerous samples of rubber 
were reported on for the following countries : 

India, Ceylon, Federated Malay States, Straits Settle- 
ments, Sarawak, Seychelles, Uganda, Kenya, Zanzibar, 
Nyasaland, Rhodesia, Natal, Transvaal, Nigeria (Northern 
and Southern), Gold Coast, Sierra Leone, Gambia, Sudan, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Dominica, British Guiana, St. 
Lucia, Jamaica. 

In several of these countries, besides Ceylon and 
Malaya, commercial plantations of rubber trees were 
established. 

The rapid growth of the plantation industry gave rise 
to many new problems, and in 1913 a Rubber Research 
Scheme was arranged by the Government of Ceylon in 
co-operation with the Institute, which provided for a 
careful and systematic investigation of plantation rubber, 
with a view to the production of better and more uniform 
rubber. Recently the scope of the Scheme has been 
extended by the amalgamation with it of the scheme of 
rubber research formerly carried out independently in 
Ceylon by the Rubber Growers' Association. 

Over 500 specially prepared samples of rubber have 
been examined at the Imperial Institute in connection with 
the Scheme and further investigations are now in progress 
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both in Ceylon and at the Imperial Institute. The results 
already obtained have been of great value to the plantation 
industry. 

Cotton 

Work on cotton has been continuously carried on at 
the Imperial Institute for the last twenty years. It has 
consisted in the investigation of the quality of an enormous 
number of cottons grown in all parts of the world and the 
supply of information on all aspects of the cotton-growing 
industry. In some cases, the work has led to important 
results in connection with the establishment in British 
countries of new types of cotton or the improvement of 
existing types. 

For example, specimens have been received from year 
to year of cotton of selected strains grown in a particular 
country with a view to the establishment of an improved 
type. The examination of such samples is of considerable 
interest and value as enabling a comparison to be made 
. of the quality of the cotton obtained year by year in 
continued experiments and thus determining the degree 
of improvement or otherwise. As an example of this 
work mention may be made of the development and 
improvement of the “ Nyasaland Upland ” type which 
was carried out by the Department of Agriculture in 
Nyasaland. Samples of the produce of the various 
selections were regularly submitted to the Imperial 
Institute and the results of their investigation served each 
year as a guide to the selection work of the following year. 
In this way an excellent type was ultimately evolved and 
acclimatised, and for several years this cotton formed 
the bulk of the exports from the Protectorate and was 
recognised as a distinct commercial variety. 

Assistance in the establishment of improved cottons 
has also been rendered in the case of Uganda and several 
other countries. 

Coal and Lignite in Nigeria 

The most important result of the Mineral Survey of 
Southern Nigeria, which was arranged by the Imperial 
Institute, was the discovery of the Udi coalfield estimated 
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to be at least 1,800 square miles in extent. An extensive 
series of samples of the coal was collected for examination 
at the Imperial Institute and the results showed that the 
coal was of good quality and suitable for general use, 
including steam-raising. The extent of the field was then 
determined approximately by the Officers of the Survey, 
who also selected the site at which development should be 
commenced. The field is now being worked by the 
Government of Nigeria and a large quantity of coal is 
produced annually (over 200,000 tons in 1921). There 
seems little doubt that this coal-field will ultimately be 
of the highest value in providing a fuel supply for West 
Africa. An account of the work done by the Mineral 
Survey in connection with this new West African coal-field 
is given in the article on " The New Coal-field in West 
Africa ” in the Bulletin of the Imperial Institute, No. 3 
of 1916. More recently further investigations of this coal 
in connection with briquetting and distillation have been 
made and are still in progress. 

In addition to this discovery of coal, the Survey had. 
previously investigated a large deposit of lignite or brown 
coal in Southern Nigeria, and this also was fully explored 
and described. The lignite was examined at the Imperial 
Institute and found to be of good quality and convertible 
by briquetting into a satisfactory fuel. The Institute 
investigated various methods of briquetting, and decided 
on the system best adapted to the purpose, and obtained a 
full specification of the plant required and the cost. Large- 
scale briquetting trials were also arranged and a con- 
signment of lignite briquettes sent to Nigeria for firing 
trials. The investigation was therefore carried by the 
Imperial Institute up to the stage at which commercial 
development could begin, but the discovery of the Udi 
coal-field deferred further action as to the utilisation of the 
lignite. 


Tin in Nigeria 

The occurrence of tinstone in Northern Nigeria had been 
known for many years, but no systematic examination ol 
the country to determine the extent of the deposits ha 
been made until that undertaken by the Mineral Survey 
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arranged by the Imperial Institute. As a result of this 
Survey tinstone was found to be widely distributed in the 
Protectorate, being recorded from many localities in the 
Bauchi, Zaria, Muri, Nassarawa, Ilorin and Yola Provinces. 

These discoveries regarding the distribution of tinstone 
in Northern Nigeria, together with the results of the exami- 
nation at the Imperial Institute of a large number of con- 
centrates obtained in the course of the work, were published 
in the reports of the Survey and attracted considerable 
attention in mining circles. The development of many of 
the tin areas examined and reported on by the Survey was 
soon taken up by mining engineers, and it may be claimed 
that the development of the tin mining industry of Northern 
Nigeria, which has now attained large dimensions, was 
principally due to the pioneer work of the Survey and the 
investigations conducted at the Imperial Institute. A large 
amount of British capital is now invested in this industry, 
and the ore is shipped to this country. The average 
exports in the three years 1919-21 amounted to 8,000 tons 
annually. 

Thorium Minerals from Ceylon 

Until comparatively recently the sole source of supply 
of thoria, the principal and essential constituent in the 
mantles used for incandescent gas lighting, was monazite 
from Brazil. The Brazilian deposits were under the 
control of the German Thorium Syndicate, which was thus 
able to monopolise the industry. 

The discovery of the new mineral thorianite in Ceylon, 
which proved to be the richest source of thorium, was 
made by the Mineral Survey, carried on in co-operation 
with the Imperial Institute. This mineral furnished a 
small, independent supply of thoria, and its discovery 
gave a great stimulus to the search for thorium minerals. 
Investigations of the Survey, suggested by the Imperial 
Institute, resulted in the discovery of beach deposits of 
monazite sand in Ceylon, some of which proved to be 
sufficiently extensive to justify their commercial exploita- 
tion. A large number of samples of the sand were 
examined by the Imperial Institute, which also conducted 
trials of concentrating machinery, and finally selected plant 
7 * 
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which has been erected by 'the Government of Ceylon for 
working the sands. Commercial supplies of monazite 
from Ceylon are now available, and the Institute has 
assisted in disposing of consignments in the United 
Kingdom. 

Sant Pods from the Sudan 

Sant pods, derived from Acacia arahica , are utilised 
in the Sudan for tanning purposes, and as large supplies 
are available it was desired to create an export trade in 
them. 

The examination of the pods at the Imperial Institute 
showed that they contain a high percentage of tannin, 
but it was found that their utilisation by tanners is 
hindered by the fact that the liquors made from them 
undergo undesirable fermentation during the tanning 
process, owing to the mucilage present in the seeds. The 
tannin is contained almost exclusively in the pod cases 
and by grinding the pods to a granular powder and then 
removing the seeds and fibrous matter by sifting, a . 
superior product, containing up to 60 per cent, of tannin, 
is obtained which is free from the above objection. This 
material (" sant grains ”) therefore appeared likely to be 
a valuable tanning agent, and at the request of the Imperial 
Institute a consignment was prepared in the Sudan for 
further examination and sale. 

The technical trials gave very satisfactory results, and 
the material was disposed of at the price of £45 per ton 
ex store London. F urther consignments, amounting in all 
to about 24 tons, have since been sold in London and there 
is no doubt that a regular market can be established for sant 
grains in this country. It is stated that 2,000 tons of the 
material could be produced annually in the Sudan, but that 
in order to develop the industry it will be necessary to 
procure a machine capable of preparing the grains from the 
pods. This question is now receiving the attention of the 
Imperial Institute in consultation with manufacturers, and 
it is anticipated that a suitable machine will be obtained. 

T hymol 

Thymol, which is extensively employed as an anti* 
septic, was formerly made almost exclusively in Germany 
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from Indian ajowan seeds, and the outbreak of the 
war resulted in stoppage of the supplies and a very 
considerable increase in price. 

There was, however, no reason why the manufacture of 
thymol should not be carried on in the United Kingdom, 
and as the result of action taken by the Imperial Institute 
a number of British firms were interested in the subject. 
These firms were assisted to procure supplies of ajowan seed 
with a view to starting the manufacture of thymol, and 
were also given particulars of a method worked out at the 
Institute for producing the large transparent crystals of 
thymol as supplied by the German manufacturers. 
Information on the preparation of thymol was also 
forwarded to several enquirers in India, who were put 
in touch with British firms able to supply the necessary 
plant. 

As a result of this action the manufacture of thymol 
has been established both in India and in the United 
Kingdom. Considerable quantities of thymol have since 
been imported into this country from India, and the 
Institute has assisted in the disposal of consignments. 

Indian Opium 

A detailed investigation of a large number of samples 
of Indian opium from different districts was conducted 
at the Imperial Institute some years ago, and the results 
conclusively proved that this opium contains on the average 
a much larger percentage of morphine and codeine than 
was usually supposed. The general opinion that Indian 
opium is unsuitable for medicinal use or for the manufacture 
of alkaloids was therefore shown to be unfounded. 

The opium formerly used in this country was principally 
obtained from Turkey and Persia, and the outbreak of the 
war seriously interfered with supplies. The Imperial 
Institute had previously proposed that Indian opium 
should be utilised in this country for manufacturing 
purposes, and in view of the shortage of supplies the 
Government of India gave permission for the export of 
opium to the United Kingdom. Indian opium has since 
been freely employed by British makers of morphine and 
codeine, and during the four years 1916-19 the average 
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annual value of the imports into the United Kingdom was 
about £400,000. 


Egyptian Henbane 

Egyptian henbane was first investigated at the Imperial 
Institute in 1899 and shown to be one of the best sources 
of the alkaloid atropine which is largely used in medicine. 
At that time, however, the production of atropine was 
principally carried on in Germany, and British firms were 
not disposed to start its manufacture in competition with 
the German makers. 

The stoppage of the German supplies of atropine on 
the outbreak of the war and the large demands for this 
drug for use in the army caused an extreme shortage 
in this country, and the attention of British manufacturing 
chemists was again drawn by the Imperial Institute to the 
possibilities of utilising the Egyptian henbane as a source 
of atropine. As a result of this action the manufacture of 
atropine was taken up by several firms in the United 
Kingdom, and during the years 1918-20 these firms 
purchased an average of 140 tons of Egyptian henbane 
annually for their requirements. 

Wattle Bark and Extract 

The important tanning material wattle bark was at 
first obtained wholly from natural forests in Australia, but 
was subsequently cultivated on a large scale in Natal, 
which is now the chief source of supply. During the early 
stages of the experiments in Natal the Imperial Institute 
rendered material assistance to the planters by examining 
barks grown under various conditions in order to determine 
their tanning value, and one result of this work was to show 
that wattle bark of good quality could be produced over 
a wide range of country. A large export trade in wattle 
bark had already been established in Natal before the war, 
but practically the whole of the supply went to Germany. 

The outbreak of war caused a largely increased demand 
for leather in this country, and at the same time the 
supplies of tanning materials diminished owing to the 
cessation of imports from the Continent. These circum- 
stances afforded a favourable opportunity for calling the 
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attention of tanners In the United Kingdom to the 
possibilities of wattle bark, and the Imperial Institute 
accordingly issued a circular giving information regarding 
the production of wattle bark in Natal and its value as a 
tanning material. This action evoked an immediate 
response, and a large number of firms in the United 
Kingdom were given information which enabled them to 
obtain supplies of the bark. 

Wattle bark is now becoming increasingly popular with 
tanners in this country, and Germany has again taken 
considerable quantities recently. In view of the increasing 
demand for the bark it seemed desirable to investigate the 
possibilities of growing wattle in other parts of the Empire 
in order to increase supplies, and enquiries are now being 
made by the Imperial Institute in India, Ceylon, West 
Africa, Seychelles and the West Indies. The development 
of wattle-growing in certain countries will depend largely 
on cheap freights to Europe, and this aspect of the question 
is under consideration. 

Assistance was also rendered by the Imperial Institute 
in starting the manufacture of wattle extract in Natal. 
Prior to the outbreak of the war steps had been taken for 
the erection of an extract factory, but these broke down, 
partly for financial reasons and partly because the plant 
had been ordered in Germany. The Imperial Institute, 
having ascertained that all the plant required could be 
obtained from British firms, urged that the project should 
be carried out, and as a result an order for the plant was 
placed with one of the firms recommended and the factory 
was established. The production of wattle bark extract 
has since become an important industry in Natal and large 
quantities are exported annually. 

Paper ’-making Materials 

Considerable attention has been devoted at the 
Imperial Institute during recent years to the investigation 
of possible paper-making materials, and the results have 
shown that there are numerous natural products in all 
parts of the Empire which are quite suitable for the purpose. 
In general, owing to the bulky nature of the raw’ materials 
and the high cost of transport entailed, it would not be 
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remunerative to export them to this country for manu- 
facture, and it would therefore be necessary for them to 
be converted into pulp on the spot. The pulp could either 
be exported or employed to meet the demand for paper 
in the country of origin. In these circumstances immediate 
development is not always possible, but the following 
examples may be given of cases in which commercial 
action is under consideration. 

The value of the bamboo which grows abundantly in 
Kenya Colony has been definitely proved by the investiga- 
tions carried out at the Imperial Institute and the trials on 
a commercial scale which have been conducted on behalf 
of the Institute by a firm of paper manufacturers. The 
local Government has now published the conditions under 
which licences will be issued to work two large areas for the 
utilisation of the bamboo for paper-making. 

In the case of the elephant grass of Uganda, the 
Institute has proved that this material is capable of 
yielding excellent paper and has carefully considered the 
costs involved in its manufacture into pulp in Uganda. 
The results show, however, that it is improbable that this 
enterprise could be commercially successful at present 
owing to the high cost of transport from Uganda. 

Considerable attention has been given to the possibility 
of using the spent wattle bark of South Africa, which 
remains after the preparation of a tanning extract and has 
hitherto been a waste product, and the conditions have 
been ascertained under which the material can be con- 
verted into a satisfactory paper pulp. The erection of a 
mill in South Africa is now contemplated for the manu- 
facture of paper and cardboard, for which there is a great 
demand in the Union, at present met by imported material. 

The value of papyrus as a paper-making material has 
also been fully demonstrated. The commercial utilisation 
of this product in Zululand has been under consideration 
for some time, and a mill was established in 1920 for the 
production of pulp for export. 

Large quantities of waste wood are produced annually 
in New Zealand and, at the suggestion of the Imperial 
Institute, specimens of the different woods w T ere forwarded 
for investigation. As the result of technical trials it was 
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found that several of these woods are well suited for the 
manufacture of paper. The possibility of utilising the 
woods on a commercial scale in New Zealand is now 
receiving the attention of the Forest Service. 

An investigation of waste cotton stalks which are left 
in the field after the cotton crop has been gathered has 
proved that they are a satisfactory source of paper pulp, 
and it has been suggested that manufacturing trials 
should be carried out in paper mills in India. 

Silk 

The action taken by the Imperial Institute, in con- 
junction with the Advisory Committee on Silk Production, 
to develop the production of silk within the Empire, has 
already given promising results in several cases. 

Indian Silk . — A report has been furnished to the 
Government of India drawing attention to the importance 
of increasing the output and improving the quality of 
Indian silk, and suggesting measures which would achieve 
these results. The Government has stated that they 
recognise the importance of the question and that they 
propose to adopt a forward policy as soon as preliminary 
investigations have indicated the best course of action. 

Recommendations were made for the improvement of 
Kashmir silk with a view to rendering it more suitable 
for use in this country. The most important recom- 
mendation had reference to the sizes in which the silk should 
be reeled, and as a direct result of the adoption of the 
suggestions made there is already a marked improvement 
in the sales of Kashmir raw silk in the United Kingdom. 
Arrangements were also made for the experimental 
cultivation in Kashmir of certain European races of silk- 
worms yielding silks much valued by manufacturers. 
Parcels of eggs were despatched to Kashmir and the 
trials have given very satisfactory results . A consignment 
of the silk obtained is now under investigation in this 
country. 

Trials have also been carried out with Mysore silk, 
which is at present regarded as unsuitable for this market. 
An examination of preliminary samples sent by the Mysore 
Government showed that the silk is of good quality, but 
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that better reeling is essential. Arrangements were there- 
fore made to carry out reeling trials with Mysore cocoons 
in modern filatures, and also throwing and weaving 
experiments in the factories of members of the Silk 
Committee. The results demonstrate that, with modern 
methods of reeling, Mysore silk is of excellent quality and 
highly suitable for textile purposes in this country. 

Cyprus Silk — Cyprus is one of the most promising fields 
in the Empire for the development of sericulture, but the 
present position of the industry is not satisfactory. No 
modern filatures exist in the island, and the greater part 
of the cocoons are reeled in France and Italy, wMe the 
silk is bulked with material from other sources and its 
identity as Cyprus silk disappears. The silk, moreover, 
is lost to the British silk manufacturing industry. 

The Silk Committee has fully considered the steps which 
might be taken to place the industry on a basis which 
would ensure greater profit to the growers and render the 
silk available for the British market, and has recommended 
that, under certain necessary conditions, a syndicate 
should be formed to organise and finance a modern filature 
in Cyprus capable of dealing with the normal production 
of cocoons. Estimates of the cost of establishing and 
working a filature on the lines proposed have been prepared 
and an offer with regard to the filature has been secured 
from an important firm with experience of similar work 
elsewhere. Enquiries are now being made with a view to 
considering the feasibility of the scheme from a local 
point of view. 


Canadian Timbers 

Increasing difficulty is experienced in this country in 
obtaining abundant supplies of softwoods, at satisfactory 
prices, for general construction purposes, and the possibility 
of procuring additional quantities from Empire sources 
has been considered by the Timbers Committee. 

The Committee were of opinion that the principal 
constructional timbers of British Columbia, viz. Douglas 
fir, Sitka spruce and western hemlock, are well adapted 
for use in the United Kingdom, and likely to obtain an 
established position in this market if brought prominently 



ESTABLISHMENT OF INDUSTRIES OVERSEAS 205 

to the notice of architects, merchants and others. In this 
connection an enquiry had been received from the Agent- 
General for British Columbia for information as to British 
Government specifications for building timbers, and the 
Imperial Institute undertook to consult H.M. Office of 
Works as to the inclusion of selected British Columbia 
woods in the official building specifications of the Depart- 
ment. Arrangements were made for H.M. Office of 
Works to conduct practical trials and tests on consignments 
of Douglas fir, western hemlock, and spruce, on the 
understanding that the timbers would be included in the 
official specifications if the results proved satisfactory. 
The tests and practical trials, which extended over a period 
of many months, were carried out with timber supplied 
by the British Columbia Government to the Imperial 
Institute. The results proved entirely satisfactory and the 
three woods are now included in the building specifications 
of H.M. Office of Works. 

A corresponding enquiry with reference to Eastern 
Canadian woods resulted in a number of valuable softwoods 
and hardwoods being recommended by the Committee a3 
suitable for extended use in this country. Spruce and red 
pine should find a good market here since they form 
admirable substitutes for Baltic white and red deal 
respectively. Yellow or white pine is already well known, 
but should be more extensively used. H.M. Office of 
Works will permit the use of these Eastern Canadian 
timbers by contractors for Government buildings if the 
woods conform to the official standards of quality. It is 
also understood that the three softwoods mentioned have 
been accepted by the War Office as alternatives to European 
softwoods. 


South African Boxwood 

The Institute has been successful in reintroducing 
South African boxwood to the United Kingdom market. 
For some years English manufacturers had used almost 
exclusively boxwood from Turkey and Persia, but during 
the war supplies of these boxwoods could not be obtained. 
Manufacturers were therefore supplied by the Imperial 
Institute with samples of the South African wood and 
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requested to make trials with it. The wood proved to be 
satisfactory, and arrangements were made at the request 
of users for shipments to be forwarded from South Africa. 
Some difficulty was experienced in connection with 
certain consignments owing to the tendency of the wood 
to u check/’ i.e. to develop cracks after working, and 
recommendations were made by the Institute as to the 
storage and transportation of the wood with a view to 
obviating this defect so far as possible. This question 
and also the further question of the best method of 
seasoning the wood, were subsequently considered by the 
Timbers Committee of the Imperial Institute, who 
furnished a report and undertook to arrange practical 
trials with special seasoning processes. 

The suitability of South African boxwood for several 
industrial purposes was given wide publicity by means of 
an article in the Bulletin of the Imperial Institute, 
and the subject was also brought in other ways to the 
notice of those concerned. There is now a regular export 
of boxwood from South Africa. 


Croton Seed from Kenya 

An investigation at the Imperial Institute of the 
seeds of Croton Elliottianus from Kenya showed that these 
contain an oil which might be employed for soap-making, 
but in view of the known medicinal properties of the oil 
of the allied species Croton Tiglium , it was considered 
desirable to ascertain whether the oil of C. Elliottianus had 
any therapeutic action. Arrangements were accordingly 
made for pharmacological trials to be carried out at 
Aberdeen University, with the result that the oil was found 
to be a non-irritant cathartic similar to castor oil. It 
therefore appeared that the oil would be of value in 
medicine, and the Imperial Institute took steps to interest 
manufacturing druggists in the seed. One firm undertook 
to prepare the oil and to introduce it to medical men, and 
three consignments of the seed have been procured from 
Kenya for this purpose. 

It seems probable that a regular demand will be 
created for the oil in this country. 
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Origanum Oil from Cyprus 

The Institute has been closely associated with the 
development of the export trade in origanum oil from 
Cyprus. A detailed examination of the oil was carried out 
at the Imperial Institute in 1905 in order to determine its 
composition, and it was shown to contain a high proportion 
of carvacrol, which is a valuable antiseptic. Sales of con- 
signments of the oil distilled at the Government Factory 
in the early years of the industry were made on the basis 
of analyses of samples at the Imperial Institute, and in this 
connection the Institute drew the attention of likely 
users to the constant composition and powerful antiseptic 
properties of the oil. As a result of this action a wider 
market and a higher price was obtained for the oil in the 
United Kingdom. 

In connection with the disposal of consignments, it 
was ascertained that the value of the oil was frequently 
diminished by its dark colour, and the Institute accordingly 
worked out and supplied to the Government of Cyprus a 
method of preparing an oil which will remain practically 
colourless for long periods. Advice was also given as to the 
type of still required in Cyprus, together with the names of 
makers of suitable plant. 

The production of origanum oil was taken over by a 
commercial firm in 1912, and regular shipments are made 
annually. 


WORK OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE WITH 
SPECIAL REFERENCE TO MINERAL RESOURCES 

The Imperial Institute is equipped with laboratories and 
assay rooms for mineral investigations, involving minera- 
logical or chemical analysis and assay. There is a special 
staff engaged in the work, with qualifications in geology, 
mineralogy and analysis, as well as assistants trained in 
the indexing and collection of commercial, statistical and 
technical information regarding minerals and metals. 

The work relating to minerals is carried out in con- 
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nection with the Advisory Committee on Mineral Re- 
sources (see p. 97). 

The following is a brief summary of the principal 
work conducted at the Institute with reference to 
the mineral resources of the Empire. It will be seen 
that the Imperial Institute has been closely associated 
with the establishment of several important mining in- 
dustries in the Colonies, e.g. the production of Udi coal 
in Nigeria, the development of tin-mining in Nigeria, 
and the production of thorium minerals in Ceylon. The 
discovery of coal in Nigeria and of thorium minerals 
in Ceylon was made during the course of the Mineral 
Surveys of these countries arranged by the Imperial 
Institute, whilst the extensive distribution of tinstone in 
the Northern Provinces of Nigeria was first established 
by a similar Mineral Survey. 

Some of the other important results of these Mineral 
Surveys conducted by the Imperial Institute were the 
discovery and investigation (1) of extensive deposits of 
lignite in Nigeria ; (2) of large supplies of iron ore of good 
quality in Nigeria ; and (3) of deposits of coal and cement- 
making materials in Nyasaland. 

Other important mineral work carried out at the 
Imperial Institute has included the detailed examination 
of cement-making materials from a number of countries 
overseas, e.g . Newfoundland, Kenya, Nyasaland, Nigeria, 
India, Ceylon, Malaya and Fiji. The results have shown 
that suitable materials for the manufacture of cement 
of good quality occur in several of these countries, and 
the possibility of starting the industry is receiving local 
consideration in certain cases. 

The examination and technical trials at the Imperial 
Institute of limestones and clays from Katni, Central 
Provinces, India, gave very promising results, and, after 
further technical trials on a large scale in the United 
Kingdom, the Katni Cement and Industrial Company 
was formed in India in 1912. 

The Imperial Institute also carried out a detailed 
investigation of the soda deposit at Lake Magadi, in 
East Africa, prior to its commercial development. In 
response to an enquiry from the Colonial Office regarding 
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the composition and extent of this deposit, the Imperial 
Institute suggested that the occurrence should he investi- 
gated by an economic geologist and that the materials 
collected should be examined at the Imperial Institute, 
This suggestion was adopted, and as a result accurate 
information was obtained as to the quantity of soda 
occurring in the lake crust and the possibility of the 
latter being replenished from the streams flowing into the 
lake. 

In many cases the investigation at the Imperial Insti- 
tute of known minerals from new sources has shown that 
the products were of commercial value, and the producers 
have been put into communication with buyers in the 
United Kingdom. The following are examples of minerals 
of which consignments are known to have been ordered 
by firms as the result of action taken by the Imperial 
Institute : diatomite, tantalite, rutile and lithium minerals 
from Australia ; corundum from Transvaal ; mica from 
Central India, Ceylon and South Africa ; manganese 
‘ ores and steatite from India ; beryl, monazite, thorianite 
and thorite from Ceylon ; and molybdenite and euxenite 
from Canada. 

In addition to this work the Imperial Institute records 
important discoveries respecting minerals (especially with- 
in the British Empire) in the Bulletin of the Imperial In- 
stitute, and also in the Monographs on Mineral Resources, 
A Map and Diagrams illustrating the metal resources of the 
Empire in relation to those of the world has also been issued. 
These are referred to in the section on Publications (p, hi), 
whilst a selection of Press Notices and Reviews of Mineral 
Publications is given in the Appendix (p. 283). 

The work of the Institute on minerals falls into three 
branches : Investigations, including analyses and assays ; 
Intelligence ; and Exhibitions. 

Investigations 

The investigations on minerals conducted at the 
Imperial Institute usually arise under four heads : 

(0) Minerals for which a market is required or concern- 
ing which special information is needed are forwarded to 
the Institute for report by the Mines Departments or other 
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Government Departments in the Dominions, Colonies and 
India. 

(b) The Institute directs attention overseas to minerals 
of which it appears that supplies are required in this 
country or in other parts of the Empire. This leads to 
the submission of samples for examination and valuation 
at the Institute. 

(c) Minerals are received for investigation from special 
Surveys in overseas countries, certain of which have been 
carried on in association with the Imperial Institute. 

(d) Minerals are forwarded for investigation and 
report by firms or individuals in various parts of the 
Empire. 

The minerals received are first examined by the 
technical staff in the laboratories of the Institute as to 
composition and quality, so that an estimate of value may 
be subsequently obtained in consultation with manu- 
facturers, merchants, etc. Full reports are forwarded 
to the Governments and correspondents concerned, with 
a request for any further information needed, such as 
extent of the deposits, names of producers, etc. Finally, 
when information is complete, any necessary action is 
taken by the Imperial Institute to establish a market for 
the mineral by putting producers in communication with 
British buyers, who are supplied with full information 
respecting the mineral in question. In certain cases the 
Imperial Institute takes charge of and supervises the sale 
on Government behalf of trial consignments. Examples of 
cases in which the Imperial Institute has arranged a 
market for minerals are quoted on p. 209. 

In the course of each year the Institute receives 
minerals for examination from nearly every country in the 
Empire. Thus in 1920-22 minerals were examined and 
reported on from the following countries : Aden, Australia, 
British Guiana, Canada, Ceylon, Cyprus, Egypt, Falkland 
Islands, Fiji, Gambia, Gold Coast, India, Kenya, Malta, 
Mauritius, Mesopotamia, Newfoundland, New Zealand, 
Nigeria, Nyasaland, Rhodesia, St. Helena, Seychelles, 
Sieira Leone, Somaliland, South Africa, Straits Settlements, 
Uganda, West Indies and Zanzibar. 
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Mineral Surveys . — There are a number of countries, 
especially among the Crown Colonies and Protectorates, 
of which the mineral resources are little known. In some 
of these countries in which there was reason to believe 
that minerals of economic importance occurred, the 
Imperial Institute arranged with the Governments con- 
cerned for the necessary explorations to be made by 
competent geologists, with mining experience, specially 
selected for the purpose. These Mineral Surveys, arranged 
for terms of years, were directed from the economic 
standpoint and have been productive of important results. 

The procedure followed in the case of these Surveys is 
that all minerals found by the Surveyors are forwarded 
to the Imperial Institute for examination, assay and 
commercial valuation, and any further explorations of the 
deposits which prove to be necessary are then arranged 
to be undertaken by the Surveyors. These Surveys 
were instituted by the Imperial Institute for the express 
purpose of ascertaining the existence and value of mineral 
deposits of probable commercial importance. It is not 
claimed that they serve the same scientific purpose as a 
Geological Survey, by which, in certain cases, they might 
be followed. They have proved to be most effective for 
their economic purpose, and it is clear that they might 
be extended with great advantage to several countries of 
which the mineral resources are at present not well known. 
A summary of the chief results obtained by the Mineral 
Surveys in various countries is given on pp. 219-224. 

Intelligence 

Published information respecting new occurrences of 
minerals of economic importance and new developments 
in their industrial utilisation is collected and arranged on a 
systematic plan, and the same course is adopted with 
regard to information periodically received from Depart- 
ments of Mines and other Government Departments at 
home and overseas, and also from correspondents through- 
out the Empire. The Institute receives regularly the 
publications of Dominion, Colonial and Indian Govern- 
ment Departments concerned wutli minerals and metals, 
and these and similar publications issued by Foreign 
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Governments and by the various scientific and technical 
societies are dealt with, and also the technical and trade 
journals on these subjects. The whole of the indexed 
information is used in answering enquiries received at 
the Institute and in preparing publications and reports 
on mineral investigations, and important information is 
published periodically in the Bulletin. 

The information on mineral resources thus systemati- 
cally collected and indexed at the Imperial Institute has 
also been used for other important purposes, and especially 
during the war in answering enquiries made by the Ad- 
miralty, Ministry of Munitions and other Departments 
directly concerned with the war. 

The Institute prepared for the War Trade Advisory 
Committee a map showing the principal petroleum resources 
of the Empire, and also compiled for the War Trade 
Intelligence Department a statistical and technical state- 
ment on the production and utilisation of certain metals 
and minerals in Germany before the war. The Institute 
was also largely consulted by the Treasury, War Trade 
Department, War Trade Intelligence Department, and by 
other Departments concerned with the questions involved 
in dealing with contraband trade in minerals and metals 
and the issue of licences for the export of such materials. 

The Imperial Institute also prepared for the Inter- 
national Geological Congresses held at Stockholm and 
Toronto respectively, monographs on (i) “The Iron Ore 
Resources of the British Crown Colonies and Protec- 
torates/’ and (2) “ The Coal Resources of the British 
Crown Colonies and Protectorates,” which were included 
in the General Reports on the Iron Ore and Coal Resources 
of the World issued by these Congresses. 

Members of the staff of the Imperial Institute have 
contributed numerous papers to the British scientific and 
technical societies concerned with minerals, have served 
on the councils of these societies, and have taken part 
in the discussions which these societies have arranged in 
recent years on various aspects of mineral investigation. 

Exhibitions 

The Institute maintains Reference Sample Rooms, m 
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which are shown examples of all raw materials, including 
minerals, which have been investigated at the Institute 
and as to which full information is available regarding 
sources of supply, composition, uses and commercial 
value, These sample rooms have proved useful in dealing 
with verbal enquiries from merchants and manufacturers 
as to new sources of supply of raw materials within the 
Empire. 

In addition to this special exhibition of fully investi- 
gated raw materials, the Imperial Institute maintains in 
its Public Exhibition Galleries a comprehensive exhibi- 
tion of the chief raw materials, including minerals, of the 
Empire. This exhibition, which is in charge of a special 
staff, is arranged on a geographical system, all the coun- 
tries of the Empire being represented. The minerals and 
mining industries of these countries are well illustrated ; 
thus, in the Canadian section, there are exhibits of the chief 
minerals of the Dominion and other exhibits illustrating 
the uses to which they are applied in industries. For 
.example, various grades of Canadian mica are shown, 
together with specimens of articles manufactured with 
mica. The same applies to asbestos, nickel, corundum 
and other minerals. 

Minerals from countries overseas, for which a market 
is required, are brought to the notice of the Raw Materials 
Committee '(see p. 81), and through it to the Chambers 
of Commerce throughout the country, and similarly these 
Chambers, through the Committee, bring to the notice of 
the Imperial Institute minerals for which there is a demand 
in the United Kingdom. 

Illustrations of Results of the Work of the 
Imperial Institute on Minerals 

Bauxites . — The Empire possesses in India and British 
Guiana large supplies of this important ore of aluminium, 
which still remain largely unutilised, chiefly because of 
their distance from places at which manufacture can be 
carried on. The Imperial Institute has fully examined 
ri its laboratories bauxites from the most important 
deposits in Central India, and has shown that these are 
suitable for the manufacture of aluminium and aluminium 



214 BULLETIN OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 

products. It has been in communication with those in- 
terested in the development of these deposits, and has 
given information with regard to the schemes which have at 
various times been put forward for their utilisation. These 
schemes have included the treatment of the bauxite for 
extraction of aluminium, manufacture of aluminium 
nitride with a view to the production of ammonia and 
alumina, use of the ground bauxite as a filtering medium, 
etc. The Institute has also called the attention of British 
manufacturers to the important bauxite deposits of 
British Guiana, which are now producing on a commercial 
scale. 

Diatomilei — Before the war this country derived its 
supplies of diatomite largely from Germany, although 
this material occurred in the United Kingdom, and also 
in Kenya, Canada and Australia, to mention only a few 
of the British localities from which material has been 
examined and reported on by the Imperial Institute. 
Some years ago a considerable increase in the demand for 
diatomite arose through its use as a filtering medium,. 
For this purpose diatomite of particularly good quality is 
required, and it is believed that this special quality was, 
before the war, being supplied by German agents from 
Australia. On the outbreak of war the Imperial Institute 
was consulted as to possible sources of supply of diatomite 
of high quality, and from investigations made it seemed 
clear that the diatomite of Lillicur, in Victoria, Australia, 
would answer the purpose. A trial quantity was obtained 
through the High Commissioner in London from the Mines 
Department of Victoria and distributed to possible users 
in this country. As a result several of these users requested 
supplies and were placed in communication with the 
producers, and consignments have been sold in London. 
Subsequently the producers were given the names of possible 
buyers in allied and neutral countries. This investigation 
also brought to light other sources of supply of diatomite 
in Australia and Canada, one of which is suitable for 
dynamite, for the manufacture of which a first consignment 
was purchased through the Imperial Institute by Britis 
manufacturers of explosives. . 

Corundum . — During the war a considerable amount o 
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interest was displayed by British firms in securing addi- 
tional supplies of corundum, which is used as an abrasive. 
The Imperial Institute has been able to put producers of 
corundum in India in touch with manufacturers in this 
country, and it is hoped also to obtain supplies from the 
federated Malay States. Before the war the corundum 
produced in the Northern Transvaal was beginning to be 
exported to Germany, and the war cut off this promising 
market. The Imperial Institute received samples of this 
Transvaal corundum, and as on examination it proved to 
be of fair quality, the producers were recommended to 
ship a trial consignment for sale in London. This was 
done and a good price was obtained. Transvaal corundum 
has since been regularly exported to this country. 

Mica.—^he Institute has investigated the quality and 
has reported on mica from Ceylon, Nigeria, Nyasaland, 
Kenya, India and elsewhere. Two illustrations may be 
given of effective commercial work in this connection. 
A deposit of mica of considerable extent has been located 
recently in Central India through the work of the Imperial 
Institute. A consignment of this mica was forwarded to 
the Institute for disposal in London. A report on the 
quality and grading of the mica was prepared in consulta- 
tion with experts, and the graded mica was then sold at 
satisfactory prices. Samples of the grades were returned 
to the producers in India with instructions for the prepara- 
tion, grading and packing of the mica for future guidance. 
The results of this action were satisfactory, and the 
Imperial Institute drew up a scheme to assist those con- 
cerned in the development of this deposit. Similar action 
was taken in connection with Ceylon mica. 

Manganese Ores * — The Institute has reported on man- 
ganese ores from India, Union of South Africa, Kenya, 
Gold Coast and elsewhere, chiefly in connection with steel 
manufacture. Before the war the special manganese ore 
used for the manufacture of dry electrical batteries was 
obtained from Germany, and when this source of supply 
was cut off manufacturers were no longer able to produce 
satisfactory dry cells, which are used in large quantities 
lor electric bells, telephones, etc. The difficulty was 
enhanced by the fact that no specification existed for 
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manganese ore for this purpose. The Imperial Institute 
made enquiries, the results of which made it possible to 
prepare a provisional specification. Then from the records 
the Institute possessed of the composition of manganese 
ores from all parts of the Empire it was possible to put 
manufacturers in touch with producers of the quality of 
ore required in Canada and India, and in a short time 
definite orders for supplies from these localities were given. 

Ores for the Manufacture of “ Special ” Steels ^ — Prior 
to the war British steel-makers had relied largely on Ger- 
many, France and the United States for supplies of the 
alloys of titanium, tantalum, tungsten, molybdenum, etc., 
which are added to steel in the manufacture of the very 
hard and tough steels now used for making “ high-speed " 
and other special steels which are of first-rate importance 
in modern engineering industries. Nearly all the ores 
from which these alloys are made are more or less monopo 
lies of the British Empire, so far as production is concerned, 
though before the war the output went chiefly to foreign 
countries, where the alloys were made and exported to this 
country. This condition of things was remedied during 
the war, and the alloys are now being made here. The 
Institute had prepared and in some cases published com- 
plete records of the occurrence of these ores within the 
Empire, had made analyses of many of them and had 
in fact taken action with the Admiralty to get Western 
Australian tantalite used in this country for steel manu- 
facture before the war. Early in 1915 there was a great 
shortage of molybdenite in this country, and the Institute 
took action to increase supplies. A memorandum was 
prepared stating the quality of ore required in this country, 
the possible sources of supply within the Empire, the value 
of the ore and the chief uses to which it was applied. 
Copies of this memorandum were sent to all the Mines 
Departments in those parts of the Empire where molyb- 
denum ores were known to the Institute to be obtainable. 
A large increase in supplies to this country took place. 
This action was specially effective in Canada, and in a 
paper published in National Progress (Toronto) Mr. C. C. 
Mackenzie gives an account of the important developments 
of molybdenite production in that Dominion, directly 



WORK ON MINERAL RESOURCES 


217 


resulting from action taken by the Canadian Mines Depart- 
ment in response to the circular issued by the Imperial 

Institute. 

The Imperial Institute has also been instrumental in 
placing alloy makers in this country in touch with producers 
of titanium ores in Australia and India, and of tungsten 
ores in India and South Africa. It has also provided the 
Admiralty with a detailed statement as to sources of supply 
of titanium ores within the Empire. 

Monazite . — At one time the sole source of supply of 
thoria, the essential ingredient in the mantles used for 
incandescent gas lighting, was monazite from Brazil. The 
Brazilian deposits were under the control of the German 
Thorium Syndicate, which was thus in a position to fix 
the price. Many attempts were made to end this mono- 
poly, and the Imperial Institute had given information to 
British firms who desired to secure independent sources 
of supply. The discovery of the new mineral thorianite 
in Ceylon, which proved to be the richest ore of 
thorium, was made by the Mineral Survey, carried on in 
co-operation with the Imperial Institute. It provided a 
new, though small, independent supply, and also gave a 
great stimulus to the search for thorium minerals. In 
recent years monazite has been found by the Imperial 
Institute in sands from Ceylon, Malay Peninsula, Nyasa- 
land, Nigeria, and elsewhere in the Empire. The Imperial 
Institute also made the first analysis published of the 
monazite from Travancore, which is now the most im- 
portant source of supply of this mineral in the world. 
Reference is made elsewhere (p. 222) to the subsequent 
discovery by the Mineral Survey of beach deposits of 
monazite sand in Ceylon, from which monazite is now 
being exported to this country. 

Apart from the assistance thus given by the discovery 
of new sources of supply of monazite, the Imperial Insti- 
tute has also contributed to the scientific and technical 
knowledge of thorianite, monazite and other thorium 
minerals, and a member of the Staff has contributed a num- 
ber of papers dealing with monazite and other rare earth 
minerals to technical societies, and is also the author of a 
well-known work dealing with the rare earth industries. 
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Brick - and Tile-making Materials.— In view of the 
objections to corrugated iron as a roofing material in the 
tropics, the local production of roofing tiles is of great 
importance. Similarly, owing to the high cost of imported 
bricks and the comparatively short life of wooden buildings, 
the local manufacture of bricks demands careful attention. 
The Institute has been able to afford valuable assistance 
to a number of countries in both these directions. Clays 
have been received from Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Uganda, 
Kenya and Mauritius, and technical trials have been 
carried out at the Institute in order to ascertain their 
suitability for brick- and tile-making and to determine the 
best methods of manufacture for the particular material 
concerned. In all cases the reports which have been 
furnished to the particular country have been accompanied 
by specimen bricks and tiles made at the Imperial Insti- 
tute under the conditions recommended for adoption. 

Cement-making Materials . — The local manufacture of 
cement is of great importance in the tropics, as the price 
of European cement is high owing to the cost of shipment.’ 
Limestones, shales and clays from a number of countries 
have been examined at the Institute in order to determine 
their suitability for cement-making, notably from India, 
Kenya, Nyasaland, Fiji, Nigeria and Ceylon, Different 
kinds of cements, such as Portland cement, natural cement 
and hydraulic lime, have been made experimentally at the 
Institute. Full reports have been furnished on the results 
of the tests, and detailed information has been given as to 
the method of manufacture best adapted to the particular 
materials. In the case of India a detailed investigation 
was made of cement-making materials from the Central 
Provinces, and the manufacture of cement has since been 
undertaken on a large scale (see p. 208), 

Coal . — Much attention has been devoted by the 
Institute to the question of the coal resources of the Empire, 
and samples from the following countries have been exa- 
mined and their composition and fuel value determined: 
Australia, British Guiana, Federated Malay States, Gren- 
ada, India, Jamaica, Kenya, Newfoundland, Nigeria, 
Nyasaland, Somaliland, South Africa, Tanganyika and 
Trinidad. The results of the investigation of coals from 
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certain of these countries were included in the monograph 
n << Coal Resources of the British Crown Colonies 
and Protectorates ” referred to on p. 212. In the case of 
Nigeria the work of the Mineral Survey conducted by the 
Institute in the Southern Provinces resulted in the opening 
up of the Udi coal-field, which is of great importance to 
the development of West Africa (see p. 220). The lignite 
deposits discovered in the same country were also fully 
reported on. 

Petroleum. — In 1903, at the request of the Admiralty, 
the Imperial Institute prepared a memorandum describ- 
ing the known and prospective sources of supply of petro- 
leum within the Empire. Since that time continuous 
attention has been given to this important subject, and a 
large number of samples of crude petroleum, oil shales, 
asphalt, etc., have been reported on from British Guiana, 
Trinidad, Barbados, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, 
Somaliland, Kenya, Gold Coast, Nigeria, Australia, Papua, 
etc. In certain of these cases important developments have 
'Since taken place, notably in Trinidad, whilst in others 
investigations are still in progress. 


Work in Connection with Mineral Surveys 

Nigeria * — The mineral resources of Nigeria being 
virtually unknown, the Director of the Imperial Institute 
suggested that as a first step to ascertain the facts a 
reconnaissance, to be termed a Mineral Survey, should be 
made, iaineral Surveys were sanctioned by the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, commencing in the Southern 
Provinces in 1903 and ending in 1913, and in the Northern 
Provinces commencing in 1904 and ending in 1909. 

Important minerals collected by the Surveyors were 
forwarded to the Imperial Institute for mineralogical and 
chemical investigation, and, if necessary, technical trials 
were made in communication with users as a first step 
towards commercial development. At the desire of the 
Colonial Office it was arranged that reports on the results 
of the Surveys, including these investigations, should be 
published for general information in the series of Colonial 
Reports, the officers of the Surveys being permitted to 
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publish suitable accounts of the geological observations 
made. 

The Reports issued by the Imperial Institute, and 
subsequently published by the Colonial Office, have been 
in large demand and many are now out of print. 

Northern Provinces .- — In the Northern Provinces the 
tin-bearing granites were examined and tin was found to 
be present in alluvial deposits over a wide area. At 
that time only certain tin deposits in the Bauchi Province 
were known. Gradually a number of mining companies 
commenced operations and subsequently a railway was 
built, which has resulted in the Northern Provinces 
becoming one of the chief sources of tin. In 1908 the 
actual source of the tin in the Eri district was located 
by the surveyors in a pegmatite which, on crushing, yielded 
20 per cent, of tinstone. 

An important series of iron-ore deposits was found 
at Mount Patti, near the junction of the Niger and Benue 
Rivers. The ore is of great extent, and is covered by 
very slight overburden, so that it could readily be 
exploited. It would yield about 50 per cent, of the 
metal. 

A considerable amount of work was done at the Im- 
perial Institute in examining native salts produced in the 
Northern Provinces. The weak brine at Awe was investi- 
gated, and it was shown that by suitable treatment this 
might be made to yield salt which could be sold at a price 
much below that obtaining in the Colony. Large deposits 
of limestone, suitable for the production of lime, were 
located in Bassa Province and in North Kabba. 

Southern Provinces . — In the Southern Provinces large 
deposits of high-grade fuels in the form of lignite and 
bituminous coal were discovered in several localities and 
investigated. The bituminous coal of the Udi district 
has now been opened up and a railway built to the district. 
It forms one of the country’s most valuable assets, is 
being worked by the Government, and is a considerable 
source of revenue. The question of the utilisation of the 
lignite was considered at the Imperial Institute, and 
briquetting trials were carried out with success. There 
seems little doubt that when the need arises these lignite 
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deposits will be capable of producing a large quantity of 
satisfactory fuel. 

The lead-zinc ores of the Abakaliki district were 
examined and found to be of considerable extent and of 
good quality so far as base metals are concerned, but the 
amount of silver was too low to make the deposits worth 
working. Tinstone concentrates were found at numerous 
localities, those around Akwa-Ibami averaging 3 lb. of ore 
per ton. Although inferior to the deposits in the Northern 
Provinces, these may pay to work when tin is scarce 
Large deposits of limestones suitable for lime-burning were 
found, and clays suitable for pottery and brick-making 
arc abundant in some localities. 6 

During these surveys much valuable information of a 
general geological and geographical nature was obtained 
which was summarised in the published reports and 
formed the subject of various papers and other publications 
by the officers of the Survey. 

Nyasaland.- The Mineral Survey of Nyasaland (British 
Central Africa) was instituted in ,906 and carried on 
until 1909, the object being to obtain general informa- 
tion respecting the occurrence of minerals in the country 
and to collect and forward to the Imperial Institute 
specimens of minerals and rocks in order to ascertain the 
country’s economic possibilities. The specimens were 
examined mineralogically and chemically, and where 
necessary (as, for instance, in the case of cement-making 

materials), preliminary technical trials were carried out 
in addition. 


The chief result was the discovery and investigation 
of the coal-bearing district close to the shore of Lake 

',|l aSa ' J 1 j coal was f °und t0 vary considerably in 
fferent fields, that from the Mount Waller area being of 
s most promising quality and quite suitable for use as a 

air „i ° r thC P . roductlon of S as “d coke. Iron ores of 
air quahty were found in abundance, and flake graphite 

in ^ WS mCt With ‘ Limes tones were exanbned 

mal- nf "“oh 6 !’ “ d SOme vvere found t0 be suitable for 
adant f° d , hydraullc bine, whilst many were well 

ible c a F b f Urning , for buildin ^ bme, or, if mixed with 
8 y ’ for producing Portland cement. The results 
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of the Mineral Survey showed that valuable miners 
resources exist in the country, which are at present 
undeveloped, chiefly owing to the absence of facilities for 
transport, except near the lake. 

A large number of specimens, chiefly of coal and 
cement-making materials, recently sent by the Govern- i 
ment Geologist, have been examined at the Imperial 
Institute. The majority of the coals were obtained from the 
occurrences previously examined by the Mineral Survey, 
and confirmed the conclusions previously reached at the 
Institute regarding the quality of the coal. 

The chemical examination and technical trial of a 
large number of limestones and clays has demonstrated 
the presence of materials suitable for the manufacture of 
either Portland cement or the more cheaply produced 
" natural " cement. 

Ceylon -. — The Mineral Survey of Ceylon was com- 
menced in 1903, at the suggestion of and in association 
with the Imperial Institute. At that time the only 
minerals produced were graphite, salt and gemstones, and 
these were chiefly worked by native methods. 

The first result of the Survey was the discovery and 
commercial development of the thorium-bearing minerals 
urgently required for use in the gas-lighting industry. The 
new mineral, thorianite, was first identified as the result 
of investigation at the Imperial Institute, and although 
its occurrence was proved to be spasmodic, considerable 
quantities were exported and sold through the agency 0 
the Institute. Subsequently, at the suggestion of the 
Imperial Institute, the beach sands of Ceylon were investi- 
gated, and these proved to contain the valuable mineral 
monazite, which can be used for the same purposes. 
Preliminary work on the method of concentrating these 
sands was carried out at the Institute, as a result of whic 
the necessary plant was purchased and sent to Ceylon. 
This was installed in a factory at Bentota, and prove 
quite satisfactory. A new industry was thus inaugurate 
under Government auspices, and a considerable amoun °, 
monazite has been exported to this country and sold wit 
the assistance of the Imperial Institute. There is a - 
reason to believe that uses may be found for the ) 
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products of these deposits, since both ilmenite and zircon 
are attracting commercial attention at the present time 
Negotiations are now in progress for the sale of the entire 
output of the ilmenite. 

The work of searching for and developing the deposits 
of these valuable thorium-bearing minerals absorbed much 
of the time of the Surveyors, but other economic minerals 
were investigated. Phlogopite mica of good quality was 
found to be rather sparsely distributed, the most pro- 
mising deposits being near Kandy. Towards the close 
of the war, owing to the demand for mica, the Principal 
Mineral Surveyor, in communication with the Imperial 
Institute, was put in charge of a scheme for placing Ceylon 
mica, properly graded and trimmed, on the London 
market. The scheme was successful and the demand has 
continued, but on account of the small size and irregular 
nature of the deposits and the consequent high cost of pro- 
duction, work ceased when the price of mica fell recently 

There are large deposits of iron ore in the island, but! 
since there is no coal, these could not be profitably worked 
there. 


The mode of occurrence of graphite has been studied, and 
much useful information published, which has materially 
assisted the native industry. 

A large number of concentrated river gravels were 
examined, and some of these will probably repay working 
notably one from the Weralupe dola, Ratnapura, which 
contained tinstone, thorium minerals and gold. A few 
small deposits of clear quartz suitable for the production 
of fused glass ware, etc., were found, and also clays suit- 
abe for ordinary pottery. Most of the limestones were 
dolomitic, and therefore unsuitable for lime or cement- 
u mg, but the travertine limestone which has been met 
™ 1S suitable for both these purposes. 

Smvefj r ate v Central India '~ The ofc> ject of the Mineral 
alreadv v Gwallor was t0 examine the mineral deposits 
were of ^T? 1 ‘° ° CCUr ’ ' n ° rder to decide wh ich (if any) 
on rnndp ” r CteDt lm P ortance to justify their exploitation 
hope T’ an j als ° t0 Search Promising areas in the 

wo ktteri g f i0nal dep0SitS> The P reIimina ry 

work lasted from 1912 to 1917, and a large amount of 
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material was sent to the Imperial Institute for exami- 
nation during that time. Advice was given that in the 
Gangapur mica mines the present methods of mining should 
give place to systematic vein-mining methods. Deposits 
of limestone and clay suitable for Portland cement-making 
were found in the Sheopur district, notably at Kailaras, 
A few clays, suitable for making common pottery, were 
located. The State’s chief mineral is building stone, of 
which there is a large amount available of excellent quality, 

Anglo-Congolese Boundary 4 — During the progress of 
the Anglo- Congolese Boundary Commission a large number 
of mineral specimens were collected by the Geologist, who 
was attached to the Commission at the suggestion of the 
Imperial Institute, in order to get some idea of the mineral 
resources of the territory in question. A number of 
minerals were sent to the Imperial Institute for examination. 

The majority of these specimens were more of scien- 
tific interest than of economic importance, but good- 
quality haematite was found at Kazinga, auriferous sands 
in the streams flowing from Mount Ruwenzori, and a low- 
grade lignite at Engiti River. The salt deposits and water 
of Lake Katwe were of interest on account of the local 
industry. 

Falkland Islands , — A number of minerals collected by 
the Government Geologist in the Falkland Islands have 
recently been examined at the Imperial Institute. Some 
of these were duplicates of material previously examined 
at the Institute. The peat deposits of the island contain 
compact peat of good quality. 

A number of samples of guano were analysed, but in 
most cases the material was of little or no commercial value. 

Windward and Leeward Islands . — A large number of 
mineral specimens collected recently in connection with 
the geological examination of these islands have been 
investigated at the Imperial Institute. 

It was shown that the deposits of phosphate rock which 
occur on Anguilla Island are of high grade, and that the 
lignite is worth further investigation. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS of the work of the im- 
perial INSTITUTE IN CONNECTION WITH 
INDUSTRIAL PROBLEMS RAISED BY THE WAR 
(Prepared in 1915) 

The work of the Imperial Institute is chiefly carried on 
through two Departments, the Public Exhibition Galleries 
and the Scientific and Technical Research Department, 
of which the Technical Information Bureau is now a 
branch. 

The Public Exhibition Galleries form a permanent 
exhibition of the raw materials and partially manufactured 
products obtainable from all parts of the Empire. The 
principal object is to bring home to the public, and 
especially to the British manufacturer, the fact that many 
of the raw materials required for industrial purposes in 
this country are produced within the Empire. 

The Scientific and Technical Research Department 
supplements and completes the work of the Public 
Exhibition Galleries. The object of the Department is 
to investigate in its laboratories and workshops new or 
little-known raw materials from all parts of the Empire, 
and so to ascertain how and where these materials can be 
utilised. For this purpose the Department maintains a 
scientific and technical staff, and carries on its work in 
close touch with commercial and technical experts in 
this country and in communication with British manu- 
facturers. 

Apart from their special work these two Departments 
receive annually an increasing number of enquiries of a 
technical and commercial character, partly from Govern- 
ment Departments, and partly from business and manu- 
facturing firms, as well as from visitors to the Institute. 
The number of these enquiries during the war became so 
considerable that the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
sanctioned the formation at the Imperial Institute of a 
special Branch — the Technical Information Bureau — for 
dealing with these. 

The war caused great difficulties in the organisation of 
e wor k the Institute. A considerable proportion of 
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the staff went on military service, the difference between 
their salaries and their army pay being paid to them by the 
Institute. The remaining staff was insufficient to cope 
with the rapidity desired with the numerous enquiries 
sent in by British manufacturers and Colonial and Indian 
producers confronted with new and unexpected problems 
brought about by the war, in the supply and disposal of 
raw and partly manufactured materials. In spite of the 
most strenuous exertions of the staff this congestion still 
continues. 

The following tabular statement will serve to indicate 
the extent and variety of the special work accomplished. 
The statement covers only the period ist October 1914 
to 31st March 1915 : 

Enquiries dealt with . . . 907 

Letters received .... 1,384! _ , 

Letters, notices, etc, despatched . 6 l70 ) Total correspondence. 7 , 554 - 

The enquiries so far dealt with may be divided into the 
following groups : 

Sources of supply and methods of manufacture of chemical 


products ........ 100 

Oilseeds, oils, fats, and waxes . . . . . 235 

Essential oils and drugs . . . . . .107 

Food-grains and feeding stuffs ..... 90 

Gums and resins ....... 27 

Tobacco ........ 6 

Fibres ......... 60 

Tanning materials and natural dyes » . . . 55 

Rubber ......... 6 

Timbers . . . . . . . , .11 

Minerals ......... 46 

Bones, hides, skins and other animal products . . 15 

Miscellaneous enquiries . . . . . .149 


907 

The majority of these enquiries are the direct result 
of the outbreak of war, and the following illustrative 
examples of them may be given : 

1. Assistance to British Manufacturers as regards 
Sources of Supply and Methods of Manufacture 
of Chemical Products 

Of the enquiries included under this head a large 
proportion relate to five main groups : (a) potash, W 
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chemicals and raw materials employed in glass manu- 
facture, (c) chemicals used in making mantles for incan- 
descent gas lighting, ( d ) intermediate products for the 
manufacture of artificial dyes, and (e) drugs. 

Potash 

Owing to the possession of the Stassfurt deposits 
Germany enjoyed for many years a virtual monopoly in 
the supply of potash salts of all kinds. Potash is almost 
indispensable in many industries, and the immediately 
available sources of supply outside Germany are confined 
to wood ashes, kelp, wool-washings and beet-sugar factory 
residues. Attempts have been made in the United 
States, Italy and elsewhere to utilise potash-bearing rocks 
for this purpose, but up to the present time these have 
not been entirely successful. 

The Technical Information Bureau has supplied 
enquirers with a list of the firms in the United Kingdom 
and in allied and neutral countries who were producing 
potash from the raw materials and the waste products 
referred to above. The Scientific and Technical Research 
Department of the Imperial Institute has conducted an 
extensive investigation as to the possible sources of supply 
outside the German deposits, and including potash-bearing 
rocks and the means of utilising them. 

Glass Manufacture 

Among other manufactures for which potash is required 
is that of glass. British glass manufacturers not only 
suffered from severe competition from Germany and 
Austria before the war, but when the war broke out they 
were handicapped by their dependence on foreign sources 
of supply for raw materials and chemicals. Many of the 
enquiries received at the end of 1914 were for assistance 
on this subject. Some of them were of special importance 
as concerning glass urgently required for optical instru- 
ments for naval and military use. Fortunately in every 
instance the Institute was able to find British manu- 
facturers who could produce the chemicals required in a 
sufficiently pure state. A specially interesting case is that 
°f a chemical material used in silvering reflectors for 



228 . BULLETIN OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 


searchlights. This product, which had never before been 
made in this country, is now being manufactured regularly 
in London. 


Incandescent Gas Mantles 

In spite of the fact that large quantities of mantles 
for incandescent gas lighting are made and used 
in this country, the whole industry has been virtually 
under German control, owing to the fact that the essential 
mineral ingredients of the mantles, such as thorium nitrate 
etc., are exclusively made in Germany from the mineral 
monazite, the deposits of which are almost all, directly 
or indirectly, in German hands. On the outbreak of war 
the source of supply was cut off, but as the result of 
investigations carried out in the Scientific and Technical 
Research Department during the last few years the 
Imperial Institute was able to afford a certain amount of 
help to British makers of incandescent mantles by assisting 
them to secure special supplies of monazite, and by placing 
them in touch w T ith British firms prepared to make thorium 
nitrate, beryllium nitrate and other chemicals. 

Drugs and Chemicals 

Information has also been supplied as to the methods 
of manufacture and the plant required for the preparation 
of a number of synthetic drugs, such as phenacetin, salicylic 
acid, etc., and for the production of intermediate materials 
for artificial dye manufacture. 

Reference may also be made to the investigation for 
an important industrial association in the North of 
England of the methods available for utilising large 
quantities of sulphur dioxide produced in smelting 
operations hitherto carried on on the Continent and the 
establishment of which in the United Kingdom is now 
being considered. 

2. Disposal of Colonial and Indian Raw Materials 
and the Establishment of New British Industries 

It will be observed from the table given on page 226 that 
a large proportion of the enquiries dealt with relate to raw 
materials, as to which information has been systematically 
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collected at the Imperial Institute for many years. The 
outbreak of war caused serious difficulties in the disposal 
of Colonial and Indian raw materials, not only as a result 
of financial troubles, but also by the closure of the German 
and Austrian markets. Thus, of the copra or dried coco- 
nut exported annually from Ceylon and India, nearly 
four-fifths (1,363,000 cwts.) went to Germany. In British 
West Africa practically the whole export of palm kernels, 
valued at nearly £4,000,000 annually, was taken by 
Germany. These are only two out of a number of 
examples which might be quoted in which British De- 
pendencies had come to rely upon Germany for a market 
for their produce. The outbreak of war seriously dis- 
located all this trade. The Imperial Institute has devoted 
a great deal of attention to finding markets for these 
products in this country, and, as the following paragraphs 
show, considerable success has already been achieved in 
this direction. 


Oilseed Crushing Industry 

Palm Kernels . — The total export of palm kernels from 
British West Africa in 1912, the last year for which com- 
plete figures are available, amounted to about 250,000 
tons, valued at about £3,800,000. Of this 193,019 tons, 
valued at £2,845,268, are recorded as having been exported 
direct to Germany. Of the remainder, most of which went 
to the United Kingdom in the first instance, a good deal 
was probably re-exported to Germany, The total imports 
of palm kernels to Hamburg in 1912 from West Africa, 
but excluding German West African possessions, amounted 
to 257,937 tons, valued at £4,781 ,955. 

The oil from the kernels was expressed mainly near 
Hamburg, and of the two products, palm-kernel oil and 
palm-kernel cake, the former was largely used in preparing 
edible fats, such as margarine, of which a good deal was 
exported. The cake was mostly used in Germany, but 
some was exported to Holland, Denmark and other 
neighbouring countries. 

On the outbreak of war it became clear that there 
: V0U ^ k e difficulty in finding a market for the palm 
erne s which had hitherto gone to Germany, An article 

0* 
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was prepared at the Imperial Institute giving details of 
the trade in palm kernels and an account of the properties 
and uses of the oil and cake. This was published in the 
Bulletin of the Imperial Institute, and the attention of 
British oilseed crushers was called to it by means of a 
special circular. A notice was also issued to the Press 
on the subject, and this was widely reproduced. As a 
result of this action by the Imperial Institute several 
firms expressed a desire to begin crushing oil-palm kernels, 
and they were placed in communication with West African 
merchants who could supply the kernels. 

It was realised from the first that although it would be 
easy to dispose of all the palm-kernel oil made in this 
country it would be difficult to sell the cake, owing to the 
fact that British farmers do not take readily to new 
feeding-stuffs for their live stock. At this stage the 
subject was taken up by the West African Section of the 
London Chamber of Commerce. Agricultural Colleges 
and Experiment Stations all over the country received 
supplies of palm-kernel cake for feeding trials. At the 
same time the Section reprinted the article from the 
Bulletin of the Imperial Institute referred to above, 
together with other reports, in a pamphlet which was 
widely distributed among farmers and others. The Im- 
perial Institute then published a second article, dealing 
in detail with the feeding value of palm-kernel cake, and 
giving the composition of the cake as now made by 
British manufacturers. The Institute also co-operated 
with the Board of Agriculture in preparing a special 
leaflet, which was issued by the Board to farmers through- 
out the United Kingdom. 

As a result of this work, palm kernels are now selling 
freely in the United Kingdom at good prices, and it seems 
fairly certain that the palm-kernel crushing industry will 
be permanently established in this country, provided that 
satisfactory prices can be arranged between the West 
African traders and the British oilseed crushers, an 
that certain improvements in shipping facilities, notably 
between West Africa and Hull, are made. 

Copra . — The question of finding new markets for t e 
large quantities of copra hitherto exported from Ceylo n to 
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Germany and Austria-Hungary has also been successfully 
dealt with. The problem was referred to the Imperial 
Institute by the Colonial Office in September 1914. The 
German Trade Returns showed that in addition to Ceylon, 
India, Malaya and other British Possessions were largely 
dependent on Germany as a market for their copra, the 
total imports of this product from British territories to 
Germany and Austria-Hungary in 1913 being about 1 54,000 
tons, valued at about £3,250,000. 

A circular giving statistical and technical information 
regarding copra was at once prepared at the Imperial 
Institute and distributed to British merchants and 
brokers, and Colonial and Indian Chambers of Commerce 
and Planters' Associations likely to be interested, and to the 
principal oilseed crushers in the United Kingdom. This 
circular was also sent to the Governments of all the British 
territories that produce copra in quantity, and they were 
asked to furnish the names of the principal local exporters. 
In this way it became possible to put buyers in the United 
Kingdom into touch with producers in the Colonies and 
India, 

The Imperial Institute has been assured recently by 
British firms who have taken up the crushing of copra, 
or have extended their plant for this purpose, and also by 
Producers’ Associations in Ceylon, that as a result of its 
action there is now no difficulty in disposing of all the 
copra that can be produced there. 

As in the case of palm kernels, the chief difficulty in 
making copra-crushing on a large scale a permanent 
British industry will be that of finding a market for the 
cake left after the oil (coconut oil) is expressed. This can 
only be done by popularising the cake as a feeding material 
for live stock among British farmers. The Imperial 
Institute has co-operated with the Board of Agriculture in 
dealing with this question, and the Board’s leaflet, referred 
to above under Palm Kernels, also deals with the feeding 
value of coconut cake. 

It is possible to gain some idea of the extent to which 
this work at the Imperial Institute has been effective by 
reference to the monthly trade returns of the United 
Kingdom. In these returns palm kernels and copra are 
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included under the heading “ Nuts and Kernels for ex- 
pressing oil therefrom.” The returns under this heading 
show that whereas in the nine months July 1913 to 
March 1914 the gross imports amounted to 68,363 tons, 
valued at £1 ,671,227, in the corresponding nine months of 
1914 and 1915 they had risen to 239,091 tons, valued at 
£4,926,047. The net imports and values, i.e . the quantities 
and values of the products retained in the United Kingdom 
to be worked up, were as follows in the same periods : 


1913- 14 (July-March) . 

19 1 4 - 15 (July-March) . 

Increase 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons, 

c 

47,553 

I, 15°, 51° 

177,092 

3,482,890 

129,539 

2,332.380 


Ground Nuts.— The case of these nuts is similar to 
that of palm kernels and copra, but it affects India as 
the chief producer and France as the principal consumer 
before the war. The nuts furnish an edible oil and a 
residue of value as a feeding-stuff for stock. The industry 
of crushing ground nuts is chiefly centred in Marseilles. 
France is, however, no longer in a position to take the 
large supplies which were obtained from India before the 
war, and a new market for the Indian nuts has to be found. 
Action on the lines described under Copra and Palm 
Kernels has been taken with British manufacturers, and the 
work is still in progress. Much has already been done to 
popularise the ground nut as an edible nut in the United 
Kingdom, and also as a raw material for vegetable oil 
manufacture. A special circular was prepared and 
circulated, as in the case of copra. 


Tanning and Dyeing Industries 
The outbreak of war caused an immediate scarcity of 
leather, owing to the large demands for Army equipment. 
At the same time it produced a scarcity of tanning 
materials, due to the cessation of imports of oak bark from 
Belgium, valonia from Turkey, tanning extracts from 
Austria-Hungary, Germany and Belgium, and a reduction 
in the supplies of these materials from France and certain 
neutral countries. 

This seemed, therefore, a good opportunity ol pop 



INDUSTRIAL PROBLEMS RAISED BY THE WAR 233 

larising an excellent tanning material, wattle bark, in 
the United Kingdom. This bark is produced on a large 
scale in Natal and to a less extent in Australia, and it 
has hitherto almost all been exported to Germany. In 
January of the present year the Imperial Institute prepared 
and issued a circular giving information regarding the 
production of wattle bark and its value as a tanning 
material. The circular was issued in the first instance to 
producers in Natal and to brokers and merchants dealing 
in tanning materials in the United Kingdom, so that 
they might be prepared for any demand that might arise 
from British tanners. The circular was then distributed 
to tanners in the United Kingdom. It evoked an immediate 
response, and a large number of firms were given further 
information which would enable them to obtain supplies 
of the bark. 

It became clear in the course of this work that British 
tanners would prefer to buy wattle bark extract in place 
of the bark itself* It also transpired that negotiations 
had been in progress in Natal prior to the outbreak of 
war for the erection of an extract factory, but that these 
had broken down, partly for financial reasons and partly 
because the plant for the factory had been ordered in 
Germany. The Imperial Institute then communicated 
with the authorities in South Africa, pointing out the 
desirability of this work being proceeded with, and 
showing that all the plant required could be obtained from 
British firms, whose names and addresses were given. A 
representative of those interested in wattle bark production 
in Natal was then in London, and he was given introductions 
to a number of British firms who were prepared to buy 
wattle bark extract. The Imperial Institute has now 
been informed that the difficulties have been successfully 
overcome, and that an order for the plant has been placed 
with one of the British firms of engineers which it had 
recommended. 

One of the minor effects of the war has been a revival 
of interest in certain natural dye-stuffs such as indigo 
and fustic, the former being required for naval clothing, 
and the latter being one of the dyes which can be used for 
khaki cloth. It is understood that steps are being taken 
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to plant larger areas with indigo in India this season, so 
that the present scarcity of indigo will probably correct 
itself in due course. As regards fustic, the Imperial 
Institute called the attention of the Government of 
Jamaica to the use of this dyewood in preparing khaki 
cloth, and negotiations are now in progress for increasing 
the export thence to the United Kingdom. In normal 
times the bulk of the fustic from Jamaica goes to the 
United States, France and Germany. 

Essential Oils and Drugs 

Thymol . — One of the remarkable features of German 
trade is the success with which that country has almost 
completely monopolised a number of small but important 
and highly remunerative industries. A typical instance 
is the manufacture of glass for optical instruments, 
which led to difficulties in this country on the out- 
break of war. Another case is the manufacture of 
thymol, a substance of great importance as an anti- 
septic. The raw material for thymol manufacture is 
ajowan seeds, which are only obtainable from India. 
Nearly the whole of the Indian exports of these seeds 
before the war went to Germany, where they were used 
for preparing thymol, so that Germany had a monopoly 
in the supply of this article. The effect of the cessation 
of German supplies of thymol on the outbreak of war is 
shown in the rise in price of thymol in London, which 
in July, 1914, was quoted at about 7s. 6d. a lb., and on 
March 31, 1915, was quoted at 25 s. alb. 

The Institute called public attention to this subject 
by press notices, and as a result enquiries were received 
from a number of firms desirous of taking up thymol 
manufacture. These firms were supplied with names of 
Indian exporters of ajowan seeds, and with a detailed 
description of the method of extracting thymol from the 
seeds. At the same time attention has been called to the 
possibility of using carvacrol from Cyprus origanum oil 
as a substitute for thymol. 

Atropine . — At a meeting of the Pharmaceutical Society 
held on December 8, 1914, a prominent manufacturing 
druggist in London stated that owing to the large Army 
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requirements, atropine sulphate was almost unobtainable 
and commanded high prices. The best source of this drug 
is Egyptian henbane, a plant which was investigated for 
the first time by the Imperial Institute in 1899, and 
attention drawn to its importance. At that time the 
Institute also directed the attention of British manu- 
facturers to this plant and recommended its use as a source 
of atropine, and several British firms began importing it 
for this purpose. In recent years, however, owing to the 
special attention which German merchants seem to have 
devoted to securing a large share of the Egyptian export 
trade, the supplies of this henbane have fallen more and 
more into German hands, and even after the outbreak of 
war it was stated that it was still being exported to 
Germany through neutral countries, and there is at the 
moment a scarcity of the plant in Egypt itself. The 
attention of British manufacturing druggists has again 
been called to the material, and they have been placed in 
communication with dealers in Egypt who can supply it. 
The attention of the Egyptian Government has also been 
drawn to the importance of this plant, and the Government 
is now endeavouring to increase the supply by encouraging 
its cultivation on waste lands. 

Senna . — Another Egyptian drug, the supplies of which 
were controlled by Germans before the war, is senna. A 
London firm has, however, now sent out a representative 
to Egypt, who will endeavour to establish direct relation- 
ships with Egyptian producers. This representative came 
to the Institute before proceeding to Egypt, and, on the 
basis of information received from him and from the 
National Health Committee and other sources, the Imperial 
Institute directed the attention of the authorities in 
Egypt and the Sudan to this subject. As a result, it is 
understood that the export of senna from Egypt is now 
prohibited, except to the United Kingdom and French 
ports. 

Opium and Morphine . — Another drug which is of great 
and direct importance in connection with the war is the 
alkaloid morphine, which is prepared from opium. The 
production of opium on a large scale is confined to Turkey, 
Persia and India. The supplies from Turkey have now 
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ceased, and the export of opium from India has hitherto 
been prohibited, except in very small quantities for special 
purposes. The manufacture of morphine is one of the 
few chemical industries in which Great Britain is pre- 
dominant, so much so that it actually exports large 
quantities of morphine to Germany. This British industry 
is for the moment chiefly dependent on Persia for supplies 
of its raw material, opium. It is satisfactory, in this 
connection, to note that the Government of India has now 
taken a course which has been urged upon it for years 
by the Imperial Institute, and is allowing Indian opium 
to be exported to this country for medicinal purposes. 

Certain morphine manufacturers are now negotiating 
for supplies of this opium, and both they and the India 
Office are receiving assistance from the Imperial Institute 
in the technical difficulties which invariably attend the 
use of a raw material of this kind from a new source. These 
difficulties would disappear entirely if, as should be possible, 
the quality of Indian opium were improved, and the 
Imperial Institute has suggested to the Indian Government 
operations designed to achieve this object. 

Minerals 

Since the war broke out attention has from time to 
time been directed in the public press to the rapidity with 
which naval armaments of the highest quality can be 
produced in this country. This is in no small measure due 
to the introduction of what are known as 11 special steels,” 
ranging from the nickel steel used for the tubes of naval 
guns to chromium, tungsten, molybdenum, tantalum, 
vanadium, and other “ steels ” employed in making the 
modern machine tools which have revolutionised the pro- 
cesses of naval construction. The British Empire is 
fortunate in possessing supplies of the ores of nickel, 
chromium, tungsten, molybdenum, tantalum, vanadium, 
etc., which are the sources of the metals used in producing 
these u special steels. ” 

Unfortunately, the industry of reducing, or smelting, 
these ores has received but little attention in this country, 
and before the war British steel makers were content to 
purchase the metals, or alloys containing them, from 
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France and Germany. The Imperial Institute has long 
recognised the seriousness of this position, and has been 
in communication with steel makers on the subject. It 
has also compiled and published in its official bulletin 
articles dealing in detail with the occurrence, distribution, 
production, and uses of these ores throughout the world. 
These articles have been widely reprinted in the technical 
journals and have undoubtedly done much to draw 
attention to the importance of this subject. It is, there- 
fore satisfactory to be able to state that since the war 
broke out manufacturers have taken this problem seriously 
in hand, and that works for smelting these ores are 
erected in Lancashire and in Bedfordshire. 

So far as is known only one case of scarcitj' of these 
ores has yet occurred since the war broke out. The ore 
in question is molybdenite, and a special circular on this 
subject has been distributed by the Imperial Institute to 
the authorities of those Colonies in which deposits of 
molybdenite are known to occur. As soon as the names 
of producers arc known they will be communicated to 
buyers of the ores in this country. 

A great deal of work has already been done by the 
Institute in facilitating the disposal of bismuth, tungsten, 
zinc, lead and other ores produced in Australia and else- 
where in the Empire to British smelters since the war broke 
out. In many cases these Australian and other Colonial 
producers have hitherto relied on the German market. 

The cases referred to above are only a few of the more 
important and typical instances in which the Imperial 
Institute has been able to render conspicuous service to 
Colonial and Indian producers and to British manufacturers 
in dealing with the serious problems of the disposal and 
supply of raw materials resulting from the dislocation of 
trade caused by the war. They are sufficient to show that 
the Institute has been able to assist in the transfer of a 
large volume of German trade to this country. In this 
connection it may be pointed out that this assistance 
could not have been given so rapidly and so efficiently 
unless the Institute had been able to draw on the large 
resources of technical and other information that it has 
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accumulated during the last 20 years, during which it has 
been constantly at work investigating the utilisation of the 
natural resources of the Empire. As a result of all this 
work the Institute possesses a unique collection of the raw 
materials obtainable from all parts of the Empire, and these 
are available to the British manufacturer in the Public 
Exhibition Galleries of the Institute. 

The records of the Scientific and Technical Research 
Department of the Institute contain detailed technical 
information regarding the composition, value and possible 
industrial applications of all these resources, and this 
information is now being utilised by the Institute in dealing 
with the difficult and complex problems that are being 
placed before it every day from all parts of the Empire. 


Appendix 

Statement giving illustrations of specific instances in which the 
information supplied by the Imperial Institute, in connection 
with Industrial Problems caused by the Outbreak of War, has 
been of value to British Traders and Manufacturers. 

The tables given on page 226 indicate clearly that both 
producers of raw materials and manufacturers have availed 
themselves freely of the services of the Imperial Institute 
in obtaining information of value to them in connection 
with the disposal of raw materials on the one hand, and 
the industrial utilisation of raw products on the other. 

The present statement furnishes evidence that these 
services of the Imperial Institute are valued by those 
to whom they have been rendered. In this connection 
a quotation may first be made from a letter recently 
received by the Director of the Imperial Institute from 
the Governor-General of the Sudan, a country whose 
economic development has been assisted in no small 
measure by the work of the Imperial Institute : “ I con- 
gratulate you on having ready for use at a time when it is 
particularly needed an organisation which, as I know, is 
the result of years of hard work. It is a great tribute 
to your foresight, and I wish you every success.” 

It is not always easy to give specific instances of the 
actual transfer of foreign trade to British firms, or of the 
increase in trade of those firms resulting from the action 
of the Imperial Institute, The essence of success in work 
of this kind depends on inspiring firms with confidence 
that their transactions will not be made public by the 
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institution they consult. Moreover, action is frequently 
taken by firms on the basis of information supplied to 
them by the Institute, and the latter is not informed of 
the developments which have taken place. 

It may be of interest, however, to quote a few out of 
numerous statements that have been made by firms and 
others who have consulted the Imperial Institute, indicating 
that they have taken action on the basis of the information 
supplied or in which such information has proved useful 
to them. 

(i) Disposal of Colonial and Indian Raw Materials 
and the Establishment of New British Industries 

(a) Oilseed Crushing Industry 

The following statements have been made by firms, 
etc., who have been supplied with information regarding 
palm kernels, copra, ground nuts and other oilseeds : 

Palm Kernels 

“ We are much obliged by your very exhaustive answer 
of the 6th instant to our enquiries [on palm kernels], and 
beg to inform you that we are regular purchasers of t The 
Bulletin of the Imperial Institute.' 

“ We are sure that everybody will welcome the 
formation of the Technical Information Bureau at the 
Imperial Institute as a great aid to the development of 
trade and industries.’ ’ (12th November, 1914.) 

“ We may say that we are going in for this trade 
[manufacture of palm-kernel oil], and have already dealt 
with small parcels for experimental purposes. There 
are, however, several difficulties with which we have to 
contend before definitely entering into contracts, the 
principal of which is the export of the [palm-kernel] meal 
produced.'; (20th October, 1914.) 

“ The issue by the Board of Agriculture of special 
leaflets, articles, etc., in regard to this cake [palm-kernel 
cake] has no doubt materially assisted in spreading a 
wider knowledge of its properties ; whilst valuable work 
in the same direction has been done by the Imperial 
Institute, the agricultural press, and, to a necessarily 
limited extent, the daily press.” (Extract from Circular, 
dated 3th March, 1915, of the West African Section of the 
London Chamber of Commerce on Palm Kernels.) 

Copra 

Owing to the fact that our crushing plant is not 
adapted for copra we are unable to interest ourselves in 
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this article at the moment. We are, however, considering 
the advisability of putting up additional plant for dealing 
with materials of this kind, and we are much obliged to 
you for sending us the report of your Technical Informa- 
tion Bureau, which will be of material assistance to us.” 
(4th November, 1914*) 

“ I wish to thank you very much for your letter of the 
30th instant and the very valuable information [on copra 
and coir] which you have given me. I much appreciate 
all the trouble you have taken on my behalf,” (3^ 
March, 1915.) 

“ We issued a circular to our shareholders drawing 
attention to the facts related in your circular of October 
31st, but in less detail. In consequence of the response 
to our circular we have been able to install additional 
machinery in our mills for crushing copra, which machinery 
has already been at work for nearly a month. By means 
of it the output of our mills has been largely increased. 
Moreover, the erection of another, the fourth of our copra 
mills, is proceeding rapidly, and by the time it is completed 
we shall be in a position to handle a very large proportion 
of what was formerly Germany's trade.” (4th November, 
1914.) 

“ A little while ago we received a circular letter from 
you dated 31st October, in which you were good enough 
to volunteer information of firms, both in this country and 
the British possessions, who could supply copra in large 
quantities. In the hope that this may tend to increase 
our source of supplies, we should be very pleased to hear 
from you on the subject. We may mention that our mill 
is capable at the present time of crushing about 15,000 
tons of copra per annum, and if circumstances warranted 
we might be prepared to further increase our plant.” 
(24th November 1914.) 

“ Some little time ago I had the pleasure of receiving 
from you data relative to coconut oil and cake. I am 
now completing arrangements for putting down a plant 
for same, and I understand that you have information 
relative to the demand for the oil and cake in this country, 
which, if so, needless to say, I should be very glad to 
receive. 

“ Could you also give me any data relative to paint 
oil and cake? ” (29th April, 1915.) 

“ We are extremely obliged for this information [on 
copra], and beg to thank you.” (6th November, 1 9 1 4 -) 

“ We thank you for your circular of the 31st ultimo, 
and are very much obliged for the valuable information 
contained therein with regard to commerce in copra. 
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" The figures that have been collected are most 
valuable, and of great interest to us, as we are occupied 
'0 a very large extent in the article,” (nth November, 

I9I 3 1 thank you for your favour of the 30th instant with 
the names of English makers of coconut cake, palm-kernel 
cake and producers of copra, etc., which I believe will be 
most useful to me.” (1st April, 1915.) 

41 We beg to thank you for your memorandum of the 3 1st 
ultimo, and for the important and interesting informa- 
tion you have been good enough to send us with regard 
to markets for Colonial and Indian copra.” (5th 
November, I 9 H-) 

44 Thanks to prompt representations made by His 
Excellency the Governor at the inception of the war and 
the response by the Imperial Institute ... we have 
been favoured with a good buying market in London for 
our copra throughout (freight being available, thanks to 
the British Nav} 7 ). Both New York and London keenly 
compete to purchase all the oil we can turn out, and have 
since considerably increased the price, the latest quota- 
tions being equal to over ^50 delivered in London, per 
ton, of good Ceylon oil.” (Extract from letter sent by 
The Low Country Products Association of Ceylon to the 
Colonial Secretary at Colombo, 17th December, 1914.) 

Ground Nuts 

“ We have to thank you for your favour of the 16th 
instant, together with the paper on ground nuts, which 
we found most interesting, and if circulated amongst the 
oilseed crushers in this country should go a long way 
to inducing them to use more ground nuts than hitherto.” 
(22nd February, 1915.) 

“ We are very much obliged to you for the information 
you give us with regard to the production of ground nuts 
in the British Colonies. 

” With regard to parcels for United Kingdom markets, 
we are keeping the information before us that you give us, 
and we certainly do feel that the crushers in the United 
Kingdom are missing a great opportunity in not crushing 
ground nuts here.” (19th February, 1915.) 

“ We beg to thank you for your circular of the 16th 
instant, enclosing statement prepared by the Technical 
Information Bureau on the question of ground nuts. As 
importers of ground nuts, this statement will be of great 
interest.” (19th February, 1915.) 

In further reply to your favour of the 16th instant, 
we are now able to state that the prospects for importing 
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ground nuts into the United Kingdom are good, and we 
shall be glad if you will kindly put us in direct communica- 
tion with Indian and Nigerian exporters.” (27th February, 

1915*) 

“ We have your favour of the 16th instant to hand and 
are certainly much interested in all we read therein, and 
are obliged to you for bringing the ground nuts to our 
notice.” (20th February, 1915.) 

“ I duly received your favour of the 1st instant, for 
which I beg to thank you. I duly note the names of 
shippers of Indian ground nuts and their London agents 
with whom I am communicating, and trust that business 
may result.” (4th March, 1915*) 

” I must thank you for your letter of the 20th instant 
and at the same time express my best thanks for the kind 
assistance which you have given me in this matter [securing 
a licence to import machinery for a new oil works to work 
copra, palm kernels and ground nuts], I have already 
received a notification from the Foreign Office.” (23rd 
April, 1915-) 

“ We thank you for your kind favour of the 1 8th 
instant, giving us a list of exporters of Burma ground nuts, 
which we have read with much interest, and which we hope 
will result in our being able to do business with one or more 
of the firms mentioned.” {19th March, 1915.) 

” None of our mills is yet in a position to supply this 
[ground-nut cake] but we expect to be placing cake on the 
market by about April.” (nth February, 1915.) 

(b) T arming and Dyeing Industry 

11 I thank you for circular, etc., re wattle bark. Owing 
to the war I have not been able to get my usual supply 
of valonia, and have just started using wattle bark. 
(8th January, 1915.) 

" I thank you for your letter of the 14th instant re 
wattle bark ; by the same post I received the ' Bulletin, 
Vol. ix, No. 2, 191 1, giving more particulars of the same, 

“ I have recently placed orders for 30 tons of the bark, 
and if I find it answer will continue its use. Again thanking 
you for all your information,” (15th January, 1 9 1 5 *) f 

“ We are in receipt of your valued favour of yesterday s 
date in reply to our letter of the 8th instant, r p&? r J'? n § 
above [wattle bark], and we should be extremely indeb e 
to you if you would put us in communication with e 
two gentlemen from Natal you referred to. 

“ We may say that since we wrote you last we 
now secured a contract for a plant for Natal to nl 
solid extract from wattle bark, and we have also a v 
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large order in hand for Natal for a plant for the distillation 
of the wattle wood and the recovery of the by-products 
from same.” (30th January, 1915.) 

<« We thank you for your favour of the 4th instant, and 
for the trouble you have taken in the matter of wattle 
bark, which we highly appreciate, ” (5th February 1915.) 

“ We beg you to accept our sincere apologies that the 
great pressure of business is responsible for the delay in 
replying to your very kind favour of the 7th instant with 
reference to wattle bark. We should be extremely obliged 
if you will be good enough to favour us with the names 
of absolutely first-hand firms for this product. At the 
same time we respectfully beg to inquire if you have any 
objection to us reprinting your valuable article on the 
subject, and circularising it amongst our British tanners, 
or has this already been done?” (16th January, 1915.) 

“ We are in receipt of yours of the 7th instant, with 
regard to wattle bark, and are interested in the information 
you give. 

" We shall be very pleased to have any further informa- 
tion you can give us from time to time, as we are able to 
use large quantities of this product/’ (nth January, 
1915.) 


(c) Essential Oils and Drugs 
Thymol and Ajowan Seeds 

“ Please accept our best thanks for your letter of the 
13th instant. We believe that the information [on the 
preparation of thymol] contained therein will be of con- 
siderable use to us.” (14th November, 1914.) 

“ I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
date 24th instant giving particulars of recent prices of 
ajowan seeds and thymol. This affords the information 
I was anxious to have and I have to tender my best thanks. 

“ 1 also acknowledge receipt of your further letter of 
same date giving the name of a firm of importers of the 
seeds, for which I am obliged.” (29th December, 1914.) 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 
yesterday’s date, and are much obliged for the information 
you give us [exporters of ajowan seed]. We are communi- 
cating with the firms in question. We note the article 
which will be published in the forthcoming ‘ Bulletin of 
the Imperial Institute/ and are asking the publishers to 
5 “ nr a C0 Py m ^ ue cou rse.” (21st January, 1915.) 

, We beg to thank you for your favour of the 16th 
instant, giving us names and addresses of Bombay exporters 
of ajowan seeds. 
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“ We are taking steps to communicate with them with 
a view to business." (18th January, 1915.) 

“ We are much obliged for your favour of the 20th 
instant, and are communicating with the firms named 
therein. If we can obtain a reasonable quantity of 
ajowan seeds we will give the matter some attention, with 
the view of considering whether it is possible for us to 
entertain the manufacture of thymol therefrom on our own 
account." (22nd January, 1915.) 

“ We are very much obliged for your letter of the 20th 
replying to our inquiry of the 1 5th, and we have carefully 
noted the information given to us. 

1 4 We greatly appreciate the explicit nature of y 0ur 
communication [on ajowan seeds], which will be very help- 
ful to us in our undertaking." (22nd January, 1915.) 

“ We beg to thank you for yours of the 25th instant 
giving us the names of exporters of ajowan seeds, with 
whom we are communicating. 

“ We also thank you for drawing our attention to the 
fact that there will be an article on the scarcity of thymol 
in the forthcoming Bulletin of the Imperial Institute. ” 
(29th January, 1915.) 

" We are much obliged for your letter addressed to the 
writer. We propose to take this matter [supply of ajowan 
seed] up with Messrs. (4th February, 

1915.) 


Hyoscyanius and Atropine 

In order to avoid the quotation of extracts from a large 
number of letters on this subject, the following letter, dated 
29th January, 1915, from the Imperial Institute to the 
Ministry of Agriculture at Cairo may be given, as showing 
the steps taken by the Imperial institute to find a market 
for Hyoscyamits muticus from Egypt in the United 
Kingdom : 

" With reference to your letter, Commercial No. 54 ? 
of the 23rd November and previous correspondence, I now 
enclose a report on the Hyoscyamus muticus from Egypt 
which was forwarded to the Imperial Institute with your 
letter, Commercial No. 8, of the 4th October last. 

“ The firms of manufacturing chemists who have been 
consulted as to the prospects of finding a market for the 
material in the United Kingdom expressed great interest 
in the material, and were referred for supplies to Mr. 

, in accordance with your letter of the 23^ 

November. It is hoped that this action will result in 
finding an extended market for the plant in the United 
Kingdom." 
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The results of the action described in the above letter 
are shown in the four following extracts : 

<< Hyoscyamus seems to have been plentifully obtained 

ky , who says that he has large orders, which 

he is filling, and that he has actually exported to some 
extent.” (Ministry of Agriculture , Cairo, nth March, 

“ 1 am unable to give you definite information as to 
the quantity of Hyoscyamus available, but when I have 
all the machinery of collection working, I consider that I 
should be able to deal with approximately 200 tons. I 
have already in hand orders for more than half that 
weight.” (25th February, 1915.) 

“ We are in receipt of your letter of the 19th instant 
and we are much obliged to you for the information you 
have been good enough to give us. We have to-day 
written to Mr. (25th March, 191 5.) 

u We have to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the 
30th ultimo and are very much obliged for the information 
given [on preparation of atropine] therein. We believe 
that it will be of considerable value to us. We may 
mention for your information that we have already several 
tons of Hyoscyamus en route from Egypt.” (21st March, 

1915-) 

“ Reading your article on the Imperial Institute [a 
descriptive article published in the Chemist and Druggist 
of 24th April 1915], I could not but ask myself whether 
wc pharmacists familiarise ourselves sufficiently with the 
larger aspects of British commerce ? How many of us 
have visited the Institute, or have any idea of what it 
has to show us even in our own comparatively narrow 
groove of business ? I do not know a more interesting, or, 
for a pharmacist, a more instructive exhibition in London. 
An hour spent there may teach us more of the raw materials 
of pharmacy than we sometimes learn in a year in our own 
shops.” (Extract from an article in the Chemist and 
Druggist, dated ist May, 1915.) 


(d) Minerals 


“ We thank you for your letter of the 28th ultimo, 
enclosing an interesting statement on the sources and uses 
of molybdenum ores. It is information of this kind which 
is of service to makers, and we hope that you will continue 
your good work. 


” A copy of this statement has been sent to our 
^ a ™ an j who joins us in the above remarks.” (4th May, 


With reference to the introduction of Mr. 
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which you were good enough to arrange, we may say that 
we are at the present moment awaiting a further sample. 

Mr. — is now on his way to India and we hope 

that this sample will reach us shortly. Should this prove 
to be satisfactory we believe we shall be able to do a 

considerable amount of business with (ioth 

May, 1915.) 


(2) Assistance to British Manufacturers as regards 
Sources of Supply and Methods of Manufacture 
of Chemical Products 

— -, in acknowledging a list of the names of 

firms able to supply potash salts, state that they are 
writing to the firms mentioned, and are in hopes that 
business will result. (3rd November, 1914.) 

. — . J in acknowledging a letter giving informa- 

tion as to sources of supply of potash salts, say “ we 
believe this will be extremely useful to us.” (12th 


November, 1914.) 

, for whom seven enquiries have been dealt 

with since October 1914, make the following statements 
in certain of their letters : 

“ The information you have given us recently respecting 
carbonate of potash, barium and zinc oxide has been very 
useful, and will be even more so in the future.” (27th 
November, 1914-) 

“ We have to thank you for your letter of the 5th 
instant, and for the interesting report enclosed on available 
methods for the preparation of pure potassium carbonate. 

“ We have taken the liberty to forward your report to 

Messrs. . who may possibly consider this 

question of the preparation of pure potassium carbonate, 
(ioth December, 1914*) 

“ Allow us to thank you for the information you give 
in yours of yesterday as to makers of antimony oxide, 
and we are accordingly communicating with the two firms 
named.” (16th December, 1914.) 

,one of the firms to whom Messrs, — — 7- 

were introduced by the Imperial Institute as willing to 
undertake the manufacture of pure glucose of a quality 


hitherto only made in Germany, stated : 

“ Since you were kind enough to put Messrs. 
into communication with me respecting pure glucose, i a* 
writing to state that the matter now appears to be 0 

satisfactory basis. Messrs. are now P urcbas * 

their glucose from us regularly. It may also mteres y 
to know that we are supplying a number of users, in<u s 
the War Office, with a pure medicinal glucose ; this * * 
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we believe, has always previously been obtained from 
Germany.” (ioth March, 1915.) 

, who has sent six enquiries to the Imperial 

Institute since September 1914, and who has taken a special 
interest in the attempts now being made to manufacture 
( r ) chemicals for incandescent gas lighting, and (2) glass 
has written as follows in two of his letters of acknowledg- 
ment : 

“ Again I am indebted to you for your painstaking 
goodness on my behalf. I shall certainly approach the 
firms [makers of potash products] and see what can be 
obtained.' 1 (24th September, 1914.) 

“ Let me express my sincere thanks for your interesting 
and valuable letter of yesterday’s date on the subject of 
the manufacture of rings for gas mantles.” (24th November, 
1914.) 


APPENDIX 

RESOLUTION RESPECTING THE WORK OF THE 
IMPERIAL INSTITUTE ADDRESSED TO THE 
PRIME MINISTER BY THE ASSOCIATION OF 
BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE 

The Council of the Association of British Chambers of 
Commerce, at a meeting held on 7th March, 1923, decided 
that the following letter and resolution should be addressed 
to the Prime Minister : 


Sir, 


*4 Queen Annb’s Gate, Westminster, S. W. i., 

12th March, 1923. 


I have the honour, by direction of the President and 
council of this Association, to transmit to you the terms of 
aresolution with reference to the Imperial Institute which 

W r^T^y endorsed at th e Meeting of the Executive 
Council of this Association held on the 7 th March. 

^solution was submitted to the Council by the 
the ir>irf^ na S r Co J nlr ‘ lttee < which was formed largely on 

the ™ tla tive of the Association in i 9I 6. 

exDre^eH • C ^ tiv ^ Counal wa rmly support the view 3 
_ pressed in the Committee's resolution, and they desire 

resold/*™ t0 you at the same time copies of the 
Chamherc 5 vlews ex P res sed by this Association and by 
to thp -iroi ° S° 1 ? rnerce 0n previous occasions with respect 
THp a UG wor k °f the Imperial Institute. 

sociation trusts that His Majesty’s Government 
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will maintain and extend the operations of the Imperial 
Institute. 

I am to express the hope that these views and those of 
the Committee will receive your most careful consideration 
before any action is taken as a result of the Committee of 
Enquiry now sitting. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

R. B. Dun woody, Secretary, 

The Right Hon. A. Bonar Law , j M.P., 

Prime Minister , 
io, Downing Street, S.W.i. 

Resolution 

“ Since its appointment in 1916 the Raw Materials 
Committee, nominated by the Association of British 
Chambers of Commerce, and including representatives 
of the principal Chambers of Commerce throughout the 
country, has assembled at least twice a year to consider 
and discuss the work which is conducted at the Imperial 
Institute on the utilisation of raw materials derived from 
all parts of the Empire. 

“ The Committee has been greatly impressed with the 
importance and value of this wurk to trade and industry, 
with the ability with which it has been carried on, and with 
the great possibilities of the extension of its scope and 
usefulness as the trade of the Empire becomes normal. 

“ The Committee, and through it the Chambers of 
Commerce, has been glad to assist by advising on many 
questions, and has been able to disseminate information 
of great interest and importance as to the results of this 

work. . . 

“ The Imperial Institute is the only organisation in this 
country that is exclusively devoted to such work, ine 
Institute has the great advantage of long experience in 
dealing with the problems of utilising raw materials, and 
has a large store of accumulated knowledge which enables 
it to give invaluable assistance both in developing overseas 
sources of supply and to those concerned with the usage 
of raw materials in this country. . 

“ The Committee desires to suggest to the Association 
of British Chambers of Commerce the expediency 0 
representing to the Prime Minister the need for the mamte - 
ance and extension of the operations of the I m peri 
Institute, and at the same time of asking for a ? a ® su J; j 
that the views of the Chambers of Commerce will be 
before any decision affecting these operations is come 
the Committee of Enquiry now sitting." 
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(Signed) 

A. F. Firth {Chairman), Ex-President, Association 
of British Chambers of Commerce. 

Fred W. Astbury, Manchester Chamber of 
Commerce, 

Cecil Graham, Glasgow Chamber of Commerce. 

G. A. Moore, Liverpool Chamber of Commerce. 

Jas. Pickering- Jones, Liverpool Chamber of Com- 
merce, 

Cecil Powell, Bristol Chamber of Commerce. 

Alfred R£e, Manchester Chamber of Commerce. 

Stuart A. Russell, London Chamber of Commerce. 

Wm. F. Russell, Glasgow Chamber of Commerce. 

Arthur Michael Samuel, Norwich Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Harold H. Sissons, Hull Chamber of Commerce. 

lyi February , 1923. 


The resolutions and views referred to in the third 
paragraph of the Association’s letter are as follows : 


Association of British Chambers of Commerce , 1918, 

“ That in view of the importance to British Trade and 
Commerce of the operations of the Imperial Institute, more 
especially in investigating methods of utilising the raw 
materials of the Empire, and the serious limitations at 
present imposed on this work by the inadequacy of the 
Grant made by the Home Government, representations 
should be made to the Government urging the need of a 
contribution more in proportion to the value of the 
services which the Imperial Institute is rendering, and could 
still more largely render, to the development of inter- 
Imperial trade.” 


Extract from letter to the Prime Minister from the 
Association of British Chambers of Commerce, 1918. — 
1 am to say that this Association has had for some time 
a Committee, working in collaboration with the Imperial 
nstitute, investigating the question of supplies of raw 
materia s for industries in this country. The Association 
Quires to submit that, in consequence, it has knowledge 
to Rrif - e j^ 1S * n ftitute, an d> in view of the importance 
f Trade and Comm erce of the operations of the 
utili^n e Vi m0re in investigating methods of 

r , j ^ raw materials of the Empire, and in view 
wnrV ie >. Sei i!? US ■ Citations a t present imposed on this 
Gnvln Y t r- “adequacy of the Grant made bv the 
mnrp • ment > lfc ? s of opinion that a financial contribution 
InsHhiifJ^ r °^ 0rtl ? n . to value of the services which the 
e 1S ren dering, and could more largely render to 
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inter-imperial trade, should be granted. I am to express 
the hope that this recommendation will receive your most 
favourable consideration.” 

Imperial Institute Advisory Committee on Raw Materials 
(including Representatives of Chambers of Commerce ) , 1919^ 
“ The Raw Materials Committee of the Imperial Institute 
which includes commercial representatives nominated by 
the principal Chambers of Commerce and the Federation 
of British Industries concerned with the trade in raw 
materials, have held meetings at the Imperial Institute 
since 1917. 

“ The Committee have been in close touch with the 
work of the Imperial Institute in discovering new sources 
of raw materials and in ascertaining the commercial value 
of new raw materials from overseas. 

“ At their meetings the Committee have received and 
discussed reports of this work conducted at the Imperial 
Institute, and have suggested any further action required 
to promote commercial development. 

“ The Committee therefore serve as a useful link be- 
tween the Imperial Institute and the chief centres of 
commercial activity throughout the country. A number of 
results of importance to British trade and manufacturing 
industries have been already obtained, and are given 
publicity to in the journals of Chambers of Commerce and 
elsewhere. 

4 * The Committee are strongly of opinion that the 
Imperial Institute as the central establishment for informa- 
tion and investigations respecting commercial outlets for 
raw materials should receive adequate financial support 
from His Majesty's Government. If this support is 
afforded the Committee are convinced that the Imperial 
Institute will be in a position to play a still more important 
part in the future development of inter-imperial trade.” 

Imperial Institute Advisory Committee on Raw Materials , 
1921. — “ The Imperial Institute Raw Materials Com- 
mittee, nominated by the Association of British Chambers 
of Commerce, understand that a Departmental Committee 
has been appointed to consider the housing at the Imperial 
Institute of the War Museum now at the Crystal Palace. 
It is announced that the necessary space may be found 
at the. Imperial Institute. 

“The Committee trust that in this connection the 
position of the Empire Collections in the Exhibition 
Galleries of the Imperial Institute will be safeguarded- 
The provision of these Collections is one of the principal 
objects for which the Imperial Institute was erected ana 
endowed. 
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«• The Committee desire strongly to urge that these 
Collections should be maintained on public, educational, 
and commercial grounds, and also that further steps should 
be taken to increase them and make them better known 
throughout the Empire. 

“ These Collections have been of the utmost value to 
the operations of the Raw Materials Committee in assisting 
the development of inter- Imperial Trade and Commerce 
in Empire Raw Materials.” 

Association of British Chambers of Commerce , 1921. — * 
" That the Council of the Association of British Chambers 
of Commerce desires to represent to His Majesty's Govern- 
ment that in considering what should be done with the 
War Museum, no arrangements should be made which will 
interfere in any way with the Empire Collections at the 
Imperial Institute. 

“ The Association believes that the Collections should 
be maintained and increased, not only on account of their 
importance to the commercial operations of the Institute, 
with which the Association is directly connected, but also 
on account of their value for educational purposes in the 
principal City of the Empire.” 

Liverpool Chamber of Commerce , 1 92 1 . — 4t (1) That the 
Council of the Incorporated Chamber of Commerce of 
Liverpool are of opinion that the War Museum does not 
fulfil any useful purpose whether educational or otherwise, 
and as they are informed that the said Museum is costing 
the Treasury a large sum of money per annum, which can 
ill be spared in the present financial position, it ought to 
be discontinued. 

“ (2) That if for some good reason not apparent to the 
Council of the Chamber, the Government desire to continue 
the War Museum the Council consider that it ought not 
to be housed at the Imperial Institute for the following 
reasons, namely : 


(а) The Objects of the Imperial Institute as set 
forth in the Charter do not include anything which 
would admit of such Museum being housed within 
its walls. 

(б) Space could apparently only be found in the 
Imperial Institute by the removal in part or in whole 
from public exhibition of the Collections illustrative 
of the general resources and products of the Empire 
which have been and will continue increasingly to be 
of very great value, not only to the general public 
and to students, but also to the Commercial Com- 
munity, whether Merchants or Manufacturers. 
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° (3) That copies of the aforegoing Resolution be sent 
to the Prime Minister, H.M. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
the President of the Board of Trade, H.M. Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, and the High Commissioners in 
London for the Dominions of Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand.” 

Manchester Chamber of Commerce , 1921. — ■'* Having 
been informed that a suggestion has been made to transfer 
the War Museum (now housed at the Crystal Palace) 
to the Imperial Institute, the Manchester Chamber of 
Commerce, which is interested in and represented on the 
Raw Materials Committee of the Institute, record their 
strong disapproval of the proposal. 

“ The Exhibition Galleries of the Institute are at present 
occupied by Empire Collections which serve a most useful 
purpose in developing the resources of the Empire in raw 
materials. 

" The Chamber considers that the transfer of the War 
Museum to these Galleries would seriously interfere with 
the usefulness of the Empire Collections (already somewhat 
hampered by limited space), and would militate against 
the commercial interests of the Empire. 

“ The Chamber therefore urges that nothing should 
be done to encroach upon the space now so advantageously 
utilised by the Institute for purposes which represent one 
of the chief objects of the creation of that organisation." 

Glasgow Chamber of Commerce , 1921. — That the 
Directors of the Chamber of Commerce and Manufactures 
in the City of Glasgow hav«- been informed that a Depart- 
mental Committee has been appointed to consider the 
question of removing the War Museum at the Crystal 
Palace to the Imperial Institute. 

“ That if His Majesty's Government desire to continue 
the War Museum the Directors are strongly of opinion that 
it ought not to be housed at the Imperial Institute. 

“ That the Directors believe that space could only be 
found in the Imperial Institute for the War Museum by 
interfering with the Collections illustrative of the resources 
of all the countries of the Empire. 

“ That these Collections are of great importance in 
connection with the investigation of raw materials, and are 
also of great value to commercial enquirers and to the 
general public. 

“ That the Directors accordingly protest against any 
attempt to interfere with the Collections on exhibition 
at the Imperial Institute, and resolve that the Pnn^ 
Minister, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the President 0 
the Board of Trade, the Secretary of State for the Coionie , 
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and the High Commissioners in , 

New Zealand and South Africa u. ondon for Australia, 
accordingly/' communicated with 

Bristol Chamber of Commerce, Ioa . _ 
members of the Council of the Bristol Chctl , That the 
hear with surprise and regret that it ; /f mber ^Commerce 
the War Museum from the Crystal p S P oposed t0 transfer 
institute. They would stronX Imperia l 

any way the important and useful work% h ’ S \ tep if in 
Imperial Institute was founded is to belnterferedtS 
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" The task of the Committee is a large and important 
one, which has not before been undertaken on these lines 
u The Committee therefore trust that adequate fund- 
will be provided to support the work of promoting the 
increased employment in this country of timbers oj 
Empire origin and developing the new sources of supply 
which are so urgently needed.” 

( Signed ) 

H. D. Searles-Wood [Chairman ) , F.R.I.B \ 

Nominated by the Royal Institute of British 
Architects. 

Walter Birch (Messrs. William Birch, Ltd., High 
Wycombe). Nominated by the National Federa- 
tion of Furniture Manufacturers. 

W. E. Vernon Crompton, F.R.I.B. A. (Messrs. 
Lander, Bedells and Crompton, London). Nomi- 
nated by the Royal Institute of British Architects. 

James S. Holliday (Messrs. Holliday and Greenwood 
Ltd., London). Nominated by the Institute of 
Builders. 

Walter Lawrence (Messrs. Walter Lawrence and 
Son, London). Nominated by the Institute of 
Builders. 

C. J. Morgan (Messrs. Foy, Morgan & Co., London). 
Nominated by the Timber Trade Federation of 
the United Kingdom. 

Percy Preston. Nominated by the Carpenters’ 
Company. 

Keith Price (Messrs. Price and Pierce, London). 

James Richardson. Nominated by the Timber 
Trade Federation of the United Kingdom. 

W. H. Sadgrove (Messrs. Sadgrove & Co., London). 
Nominated by the National Federation of Furni- 
ture Manufacturers. 

Digby L. Solomon, A.R.I.B.A. (Messrs. Lewis Solo- 
mon and Son, London). Nominated by the 
Royal Institute of British Architects. 

Advisory Committee on Silk Production 
The following Resolution was passed unanimously at 
a meeting of the Committee held on the 2nd July, 1919 : 

“ We the undersigned commercial members of the 
Advisory Committee on Silk Production desire to aceoro 
our full support to the Executive Council of the Impen a 
Institute in representing that the operations of 
Institute should be more adequately endowed by 
Imperial Government in the interests of Commerce an 
Industry. 
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1 1 are particularly concerned with the silk manu- 
facturing industry, and we are satisfied that great benefit 
will be secured to this industry from the results of the work 
with which we have been associated since 1917. This 
work chiefly consists in exploring new sources of silk supply 
within the Empire, and in testing the merits of the raw 
materials producible. The members of the Committee 
come up at their own expense from all parts of the country 
to attend meetings and give gratuitously a large amount 
of time and attention to these problems. They therefore 
trust that the Government will provide adequate means 
for the necessary work at the Imperial Institute to be 
efficiently carried out.” 

(1 Signed ) 

Frank Warner ( Chairman ) (Messrs. Warner and 
Sons, London). Nominated by the Silk Asso- 
ciation of Great Britain and Ireland. 

Frank J. Farrell (Messrs. Grout & Co., Ltd., Great 
Yarmouth). 

William Frost (Messrs. William Frost and Sons, 
Ltd., Macclesfield). Nominated by the Silk 
Association of Great Britain and Ireland. 

J, Sugden Smith (Messrs. John Hind & Co., Ltd., 
Wyke, Bradford). Nominated by the Silk Asso- 
ciation of Great Britain and Ireland. 

Richard Snow (Messrs. Windley & Co., Nottingham). 
Nominated by the Silk Association of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 

A. John Solly (Messrs. Reade & Co., Ltd,, Con- 
gleton). Nominated by the Silk Association of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

H. Solman (Messrs. John Heathcoat & Co., Tiverton). 

William Stokes (Messrs. Lewis Balfour & Co., Lon- 
don). 

William Watson (Messrs. Lister & Co., Ltd., Brad- 
ford). Nominated by the Silk Association of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

Advisory Committee on Hides and Tanning Materials 

The following Resolution was passed unanimously at 
a .meeting of the Committee held on the 25th July, 1919 : 

In reply to Lord Islington’s request for a statement 
0 their views on the value of the operations of the Imperial 
mtitutc, especially to British Trade and Commerce, the 
ommercial members of the Hides and Tanning Materials 
mmittee wish to state that in the first instance the 
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Committee was appointed in 1 916 to consider the possibility 
of utilising within the Empire the raw hides of India, which 
before the war were chiefly taken by Germany and Austria 
“ The Committee have been in continuous session since 
then and have made several reports. The Committee 
include representatives of the tanning industry, one of 
whom is Chairman of the United Tanners' Federation and 
representatives of commercial firms operating in India 
In the course of their work the Committee have been in 
constant communication with the United Tanners' Federa- 
tion, and with various organisations of the leather trade 
as well as with individual firms of tanners and merchants! 
The enquiries of the Committee have in addition 
necessitated communications with the Government and 
commercial firms in the Dominions, and have also involved 
the general question of the production and export of hides 
from British Possessions. 

** The Committee have received throughout most 
valuable assistance from the Imperial Institute and from 
the technical staff, by whom the detailed work of the 
Committee has been conducted, 

“ We have been glad to give our services in an honorary 
capacity in support of the aims of the Institute, as we are 
satisfied of their importance to the leather trades and in- 
dustries of this country, which have been in the past too 
much dependent on foreign supplies of hides and other 
materials. 

u We therefore trust that the Home Government will 
give adequate endowment to the Institute, as we feel sure 
from the knowledge we have gained of its operations 
that it is capable of rendering essential assistance to British 
trade and industries by promoting the utilisation of the 
raw materials of the Empire." 

{Signed) 

H. Percy Densham (Messrs, William Mortimer & 
Co,, Ltd., Warrington). Chairman of the United 
Tanners' Federation. 

Samuel Millar (Messrs. Millars, Ltd., Glasgow). 

W. L. Ingle (Messrs. W. L. Ingle, Ltd., Leeds). 

W. E. Cooper (Messrs. Cooper, Allen & Co., Ltd., 
Cawnpore). 

Cecil Graham (Messrs. W. Graham & Co., Glasgow, 
and Messrs. Grahams & Co., London). « 

Cecil John Longcroft (Messrs. David Sassoon 
Co., Ltd., London and Calcutta). , 

C, W. Dawson (Messrs. Allen Bros. & Co., L " 
London). 
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irYTRACTS from letters of appreciation 
FROM VARIOUS SOURCES 

The Governor , Seychelles . (6th March, 1923). — “ I 
venture to ask for the help and advice of the Imperial 
Institute in this matter ; the reports on other subjects 
which the Colony has received from the Institute have 
invariably proved of the greatest value to those concerned.” 

F. W. Foxworthy, Forest Research Officer , Federated 
Malay States. (27th December, 1922).— - ‘ I am in receipt 
of your letter with reference to information as to firms able 
to supply hand-power machines for grinding the leaves 
of gutta percha trees. The information furnished is quite 
comprehensive and will be very useful. I wish to thank 
you for the trouble that you have taken and the information 
supplied.” 

The Canadian Government Trade Commissioner , Man- 
chester. (22nd December, 1922). — ■“ Permit me to thank 
you sincerely for the very valuable information [on West 
Indian fruit trade] contained in your letter of December 
20th. It is just the information 1 needed and I shall 
certainly make good use of it.” 

The Director of Agriculture, Salisbury , Rhodesia. (21st 
December, 1922). — ■“ Accept my thanks for your letter of 
the 17th November, covering a memorandum on the Meat 
Industry of Madagascar. This interesting report is being 
circulated amongst the members of the Committee of 
Enquiry into the Cattle Industry of Southern Rhodesia 
at present sitting, and the interesting information you have 
furnished was most timely.” 

The Director , National Botanic Gardens , Kirstenbosch , 
Newlands , Cape Town , South Africa. (20th December, 
1922 ). — 11 I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 27th November conveying the results 
of the tests on the leaves which wc sent you. I am much 
obliged for the report on Digitalis purpurea , which is of 
considerable interest, and will be of assistance in bringing 
the matter before the manufacturing chemists in this 
country if we should have occasion to do so.” 

The Farmers ’ Co-op. , Ltd., Salisbury , Rhodesia. (7th 
December, 1922). — ” We are much obliged for the courtesy 
received from you regarding velvet beans, and also in the 
past, and compliment you on the good work which your 
Institute is doing." 

/ The Editor, Journal of Industries, Pretoria, South Af rica. 
[22m November, 1922). — ■“ As the Bulletin of the Imperial 
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Institute is consulted a great deal, it is desired to have the 
files complete, and I would accordingly be greatly obliged 
if you could spare us a copy of the issue in question." 

S A Woodhead } Public Analyst's Laboratory , Lewes, 
(ioth September, 1922).—” If you will kindly let me know 
your fee, I shall be glad to remit per return as such 
definite information and reference [regarding beans] is 
very valuable to me. 

The Chief Secretary to Government, Nyasaland. (2nd 
Tune 1022).—“ I am to state that the Nyasaland Govern- 
ment and the local Chamber of Agriculture and Commerce 
is much indebted to the Imperial Institute for the trouble 
which has been taken in this matter of the manufacture of 
nicotine, and for the valuable information which has been 
supplied. In view of the report it is unlikely that any 
attempt will be made to manufacture nicotine in Nyasaland 
or to grow the new leaf for sale as such. 

Sir Francis Newton, Rhodesia. (19th December, 1921). 
“ Regarding the red earth you have been good enough to 
report on for me, I may inform you that I sent your report 
to Messrs Hubbuck of Lime Street, who are paint manu- 
facturers and they told me they thought it was an admir- 
able report, and hoped I would tell you so which I 
accordingly do. I am very much obliged to you for all the 
trouble and time you have given me on this matter, and 
for your valuable information.” 

The Curator , Mining Museum , Sydney , New South 
Wales. (6th December, 1921).—“ I am very grateful for 
vour letter of 20th October enclosing samples of abrasives. 
These we have tested and find both to be very go°d 
quite equal to ‘ 303.’ Please accept my very hearty thanks 
for the trouble you have taken in this matter. 

Stafford Allen and Sons, Ltd., London. (24th November 
, 02I )— “ With regard to the experimental batch ot Cin- 
namon Bark distilled by us for the Imperial Institute , v* 
have pleasure in stating that following up the exp 
then initiated, we have been able to obtain an inc a 
yield of oil on a manufacturing scale corresponding to n 
yield obtained on a small scale m the Imperial Institute 
Laboratories." . 

Atlas Preservative Co., Ltd., London. (St p 
,o 2I )_» i n accordance with the request containedi 
favour of 22nd September on Xanthorrhma resin, ^ 

pleasure in advising you that we have asce n ^ ^ 
the two firms you were good enough to menti t 
in a position to supply us with the materia if and 
required. We procured a copy of the Institute b 
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u were kind enough to mention, the information in which 
' 0 f o-j-eat assistance in regard to the properties of the 
material. Again thanking you for your courtesy.” 

The Yorkshire Dyeware and Chemical Co., Ltd,, Selby . 
Mrd ' September, 1921).— “ The information given [on 
ebony] is exactly that we were in need of and we believe 
the same will prove very useful to us.” 

The Trade Commissioner , Government of the Union of 
South Africa, London . (19th September, 1921). — ■“ I am 
directed by the High Commissioner to acknowledge with 
thanks the receipt of your most informative and valuable 
letter of the 1 7th instant on the subject of wood distillation 
products.” 

Keep Brothers, Ltd., Birmingham. (26th August, 1921). 

“ We are in receipt of yours of the 25th instant respecting 

the samples of coconut leaf fibre which we sent you for a 
report. This is very valuable, and we are much obliged for 
the care you have taken in the matter, although naturally 
the result from a commercial point of view is dis- 
appointing.” 

Boving and Co., Ltd., London. (7th July, 1921). — “ We 
are obliged by your letter dated the 6th instant on the 
extraction of oil from fresh coconuts, and wish to express 
our thanks for the trouble you have taken and for the very 
valuable and helpful information you have so kindly sent 
us. We are studying this with great interest.” 

New Zealand Government Offices, London, (17th May, 
1921), — “ I thank you very heartily for your kindness 
in going to so much trouble to ascertain for my friend 
the information you conveyed in your letter of the 1 3th 
instant, regarding the papers by the Rev. Richard 
Baron. I am the more grateful because now I am able 
to place Monsieur L. Girod-Genet on the track of these 
publications, for which he made enquiry unsuccessfully 
over ten years ago through other sources, and the value of 
your Institute has been very much emphasised.” 

The Director , Government Analytical Laboratory , Cairo, 
(8th May, 1921). — “ I beg to thank you for the cement 
report sent under cover of your letter of the 4th February 
last. The results of the tests and your comments thereon 
nave been of big value to this Department.” 

The Potash Supply Company , London . (31st March, 

1921). ■" We have to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed 
avour of the 29th instant, and to express to you our 
appreciative thanks for the very full reply you have given 
0 our somewhat troublesome enquiry in regard to potash 
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from Nigeria. The information you give is very useful to 

US.” 

The Director of Industries , Central Provinces, India . 
(8th March, 1921).-“ I am very much obliged to the 
Imperial Institute for their valuable report and the great 
trouble they have taken in determining by experiments the 
possibility of utilising the cotton stalks as a paper-making 

ma ^? r 'pj 1 g information furnished in the Report will he of 
very great value to the Province and has been communi- 
cated to parties interested in this particular industry.” 

Federation of British Industries, London. (29th Octo- 
ber 1920).—“ This information (on deposits of carbonate 
of barium) will prove of considerable use to us, and the 
trouble you have so kindly taken in the matter is very much 
appreciated.” 

The British South African Explosives, Limited London. 
(nth September, 1920).—“ We are very much obliged to 
you for your letter of 9 th instant containing information 
as to the various raw materials for paper-making. These 
details will be very helpful to us and we are obtaining 
further information from the sources mentioned. 

War Office. (17th July, 1920).— “ Many thanks for 
your letter enclosing map and notes on coal m Teschcn. 
It is very useful indeed.” 

Rowntree & Co., Ltd., York. (7th July, 1920).—“ ^ 
thank you for your letter of July 2nd giving us a , bio- 
graphy of Almonds, Orange Oil and Lemon Od whichi . 
find most useful We also thank you for the courts 
extended to the writer on his visit to you. 

The United Overseas Company, Ltd., London. (‘ 3 th 
Anril 1020) — “ We are duly in receipt of your favour « 
ST ,’alh and are very much indebted » 
information you kindly give us on the subject of T 
Oil, which will be of considerable value to us. 

Jurgens Colonial Products Ltd., London. - , 

arv 1920).— “ We beg to thank you for your letter of tne 

7th’ instant accompanied by sample of is” matter, 
kernels, and much appreciate your 1 help : w th {orthe 
The specimens you send will we think be sufh - 
"Son at oar Head Office and tod t not to to £ 
kind assistance we anticipate that it Verv greatly 

difficult for us to have obtained the sanl P - * £ daV we 

appreciating your courtesy, and hoping that so 
may be able to reciprocate. ...” 
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Copleys Bank Ltd., London , (10th January, 1920). — 

“We have to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt* of 
your letter of yesterday's date on China Clay, and are 
much obliged for the information and statistics given there- 
in concerning this material, which will be of considerable 
use to us in arranging possible business.” 

The British Water Power Development Co., Ltd., London . 
(30th December, 1919). — “ We are very much obliged for 
your letter of the 23rd instant regarding Salt Deposits. 
This information will be extremely useful, and we hope 
shortly to study the references which you have gone to so 
much trouble in obtaining for us.” 

Grahams < 3 * Co., London . (27th November, 1919). — 

“ Very many thanks for your yesterday’s letter on the 
subject of the production of Chrome salts in India. The 
information you give is most interesting, and I am 
passing out a copy of your letter to our Calcutta friends 
to-day, and I am sure they will be very grateful for the 
information that it contains.” 

W. J. Beatty, Northampton. (27th August, 1919). — 
" I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 26th 
instant and thank you for the very valuable information 
contained therein with reference to the Trinidad Pitch 
Lakes and Oil Fields, and the Geological Structure of 
Trinidad. The information you give is exactly what I 
required.” 

The Director of Agriculture, Gold Coast. (28th July, 
1919).—“ I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of the 2nd July [on the subject of Strophanthus seeds]. 
The price received is highly gratifying, has exceeded all 
expectations, and indicates possibilities for this product in 
t ie interior even if the price is much higher, as you say, 
than would be normally obtained, and I have to thank you 

or care and interest you have shown in this consign- 
ment.” & 


Consolidated Gold Fields of South Africa, London. 
J u} y, 1919). — " I wish to thank you for the informa- 
;on concernmg exports of rubber from Rhodesia and 
T* * 1S . . ast Africa, at the same time to express my 
‘ uP[f c . latlon t.he value of the Imperial Institute for 
■l. T lln £ statistics of this nature. I have previously 
co Tr^ C +i? 0n i t0 0 ^. ta ^ n information indirectly, and 
commpr ‘,1 * nst it ute is of the utmost value to the 

enu and professional element in this country.” 

j u J*f Co-operative Wholesale Society, Manchester. (15th 
Y* 19 ’ Wo thank you very much indeed for the 
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valuable information you have given us on linseed. ty e 
have found in a difficulty that by applying to y 0Ur 
Institute you have given us information which it is alm ost 
impossible to obtain otherwise/’ 

Keene and Ash/well , Ltd London . (ioth July, 1919) __ 
” We are in receipt of the nuts of Anacardium orientate 
which are quite sufficient for our present requirement* 
Please accept our sincere and grateful thanks for your 
kindness in helping us over a difficulty.” 

The Yorkshire Dyeware and Chemical Co., Ltd. f Selby 
(7th July, 1919). — ” We have pleasure in acknowledging 
your letter of the 5th instant replying to ours of June 3rd 
1919, on the subject of Elaterite and Naphthenes, tye 
very much appreciate the detailed information upon 
Elaterite which enables us to decide exactly what possi- 
bilities it possesses for our commercial use. We note that 
your enquiries about Naphthenic Acids are being pursued 
with a view to finding a source of supply,” 

The West India Committee , London. (6th Februarv, 
1919). — “ 1 cannot thank you sufficiently for the valuable 
information contained in your letter [re Hsematine crystals] 
of the 3rd instant, which is exactly what we require. I 
may mention that in writing to my correspondent in 
Jamaica I am giving full credit to the Imperial Institute 
for furnishing me with this information where other 
Government Departments failed.” 

Professor D. A. Gilchrist , Armstrong College , Newcastle - 
on-Tyne. (21st January, 1919).' — ” I greatly appreciate 
your full reply to my enquiry as to books on farming and 
fruit-growing in British East Africa, It is just what I 
wanted,” 

War Office . (31st July, 1918). — “ I beg to acknowledge 
receipt of your letter dated 29th instant, enclosing a 
report on timbers, etc,, from German and Austrian aero- 
planes, submitted for your examination in March 1918. 
I am to thank you for your report, the detailed informa- 
tion in which will be of great value to this Department.” 

Hartley Farmers' Association, Hartley , Rhodesia . (25^ 
June, 1918). — “ I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 13th March last on the subject of sunflower 
seeds. I am instructed by my Association to thank you 
for the very full reply to my enquiry, for which m} 
Association is very grateful.” 

British North Borneo Co. (7th June, 1 91 8).- — ( ‘I 
directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 01 1 
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4th instant transmitting a report on the sample of clay from 
Tawao, supposed to be kaolin, which was forwarded to you 
under cover of our letter of the 21st January last. Tam 
to convey to you the thanks of the Court for the exhaustive 
examination made by the Institute and for the valuable 
information contained in the report. 0 

W. E. Kings ford, Cairo. (28th April, 1918). — ■“ Very 
many thanks for your letter of the 27th instant and the 
very useful information you have kindly given me with 
regard to the cultivation of sage, which will prove of value 
for the experimental area I am putting down. 0 

Professor A . G. Perkin , The University , Leeds. (12th 
April, 1918).— 0 I am greatly obliged by your favour of the 
8th instant enclosing copy of a list of Indian Dyes and Tans, 
for which please accept my best thanks. This is exactly 
what I require. 0 


Major R. F. Ward, London. (9th April, 1918). — “ I 
have to thank you for your letter of April 8th on Coffee 
and Sisal growing, for the information you so kindly 
give me, and for the references to further sources of 
information. Your letter exactly answers my questions, 
and I am very much indebted to you for your help and 
assistance. 0 


War T rade Statistical Department. (30th March, 1918). 
— " 1 am directed to refer to your letter of the 28th instant 
on chemicals and to express thanks for the information 
contained therein ; the fact that it was made available 
at such short notice renders it particularly useful. 0 

Director of Special Intelligence , War Office . (9th March, 
I9l8 H'I am to say that the reports received from you 
on this timber from captured German aeroplanes have 
proved of the greatest value, and a further portion of a 
erman aeroplane propeller (No. 1575) is being forwarded 
under separate cover. 0 


„ Smdalland Bacon , London. (21st February, 1918). — 
VVe are very much obliged for the excellent samples of 
paper-making materials which you have sent for Mr. 
nr a s lecture on Friday at the School of Economics, 
nese not only illustrate the variety of material available 
form a good testimony to the 
Institute 33 ’ 0 ^ 6 ^ ec k n °l°gi ca l Department of the Imperial 


Tannor 1 r° r °f special Intelligence , War Office. (19th 
receil A I9l8 >i * am directed to acknowledge the 
1 your letter dated the 16th January enclosing a 
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report on the timbers from German aeroplanes submitted 
for examination. This report is of great value, and I am 
to thank you for the trouble you have taken in the matter.” 

Wood and Bedford , Leeds . (12th July, 1917). — ■ ‘ \V e 
duly received yours of the 9th instant, and we beg to offer 
you our best thanks for the information about South 
African Wattle Bark. This information, we feel sure, will 
be of great use to us.” 

The Government Geologist , Western Australia. (10th 
May, 1917). — “ In reply to your letter of the 1 7th of March 
to the Under-Secrctary for Mines, regarding molybdenum 
ores. ... If I may be permitted to offer a suggestion, 

I would point out how useful it would be if your Institution 
could see its way to reprint in a separate publication all the 
articles in your Bulletin dealing with minerals, their uses, 
preparation for the market, etc.” 

War Trade Statistical Department. (20th April, 1 9 r 7),— 
“ I am directed to thank you for the letter of the 17th 
April in regard to the uses, and sources of supply, of 
magnesite. The * magnesite sand * referred to in the 
enquiry made by this Department was the name apparently 
applied, perhaps incorrectly, to indicate magnesite of 
sedimentary origin as opposed to magnesite of intrusive 
origin. In any event, however, the valuable information 
contained in your letter covers all the points with which 
the Department is immediately concerned.” 

War Trade Statistical Department. (28th February, 
, 91 — “ 1 am desired to thank you for your letter of the 
26th instant and its enclosures on the subject of sodium 
chromate and sodium bi -chromate. I am to say that the 
information which you have been so good as to furnish 
will be of great assistance to this Department.” 

Geo. E. Wade } Amanzimtote } Natal. (9th December, 
1916). — “ I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter and 
desire to express my thanks for the very detailed informa- 
tion you afforded me on the subject of paper-making from 
sugar-cane refuse. The letter was of great interest to me, 
and the information in it exceedingly useful. ” 

British and Foreign Metal Co. } Lld. y London. (8th 
September, 1916).—” We beg to acknowledge the receip 
of your valued favour of 7th instant in reply to 0UTh 
23rd ulto. We arc indebted for your kind and P r0 ?k 
attention to the questions on the reduction of lead 
asked by us, and now beg to tender our many 1 ■ Tn 
for the exceedingly useful information you have g 
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Harrison Brothers , Ltd., Middlesbrough. (14th July, 

•“ We are duly in receipt of your letter of the 14th 

instant on the subject of corundum from South Africa, 
contents of which we have carefully noted. We are com- 
municating with Messrs. Hale and Sons direct, and mean- 
while take this opportunity of expressing our thanks for 
the kind attention you have given us in connection with 
this subject. We can assure you it is much appreciated.” 

The Hon. Secretary , National Federation of Furniture 
Manufacturers , London. (6th July, 1916). — “ Allow me to 
thank you for your reply of the 5th instant [on the subject 
of the trade in mahogany and mahogany-producing 
countries] which is exactly what I require. May I com- 
pliment you on the promptness of your reply and the care 
which you have taken.” 

Anchor Cable Co., Ltd., Leigh, Lancashire. (26th June, 
\g\ 6 ). — We thank you for your letter of the 21st instant 
[regarding means of preventing the attacks of termites] 
and wish to say that from the information given we may 
be able to manufacture a satisfactory cable for this 
purpose.” 

IV. J . Craven & Co., Evesham. (2nd June, 1916). — 
“ Reverting to the question of the matter of your letter 
of May 19th as to the origin of the gypsum we submitted 
to you, you will be interested to know that the information 
you kindly supplied to us has been of greatest service. We 
got at once into communication with the people who 
supply the powder, and we had a delivery to-day of a truck- 
load. We greatly appreciate the help you rendered us in 
this matter.” 

The Royal Mail Steam Packet Co., London. (28th 
February, 1916). — “ I beg to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of the 26th instant, furnishing information in regard 
to the sugar industry in Egypt. I beg to express my best 
thanks for the useful and interesting information that has 
been communicated and to state that if there are some 
further definite particulars which I would like you to obtain 
I shall take advantage of your kind offer to make enquiries 
from the Minister of Agriculture at Cairo. In that case I 
shall communicate with you further.” 

Tr Sir S. W. Royse & Co., Ltd., Manchester, (nth 
February, 1916). — “ We beg to thank you for the most 
Useful information on the subject of South African man- 
ganese ore contained in your favour of the 26th ultimo.” 

Arthur H. Ilasell, Sydney, New South Wales. (29th 
ecember, 1915). — ■” We have to acknowledge receipt of 
>our letter of the 9th November. Please accept our best 
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thanks for the full report you have given us on Diatomite. 
This report has brought home to us the value an Institute 
such as yours is towards initiating business between 
different parts of the Empire.” 

The Chemical Society, London. (9th November 1915). 

.. your letter of the 3rd instant has been duly submitted 
to the Council, and I am directed to convey to you an 
expression of their most appreciative thanks for the 
valuable information you have been good enough to send 
with regard to the utilisation of Xanthorrhcea resin. I am 
communicating with Mr. Macmillan in accordance with 
your kind suggestion.” 

Kleinwort, Sons & Co., Liverpool. (6th November, 

TOl c) “ We have your letter of yesterday and thank you 

verv much for the further very full information which you 
so kindly give us regarding the above article [West African 
Bika nuts] We shall certainly order a copy oi the Selected 
Reports issued by Messrs. Wyman, to which you refer, 
and thank you for this suggestion. We trust that our 
endeavours now to buy this article and thus promote the 
export of same from the African coastwll ultimately 
result in success through your good help. 

The Chemical Society, London. (1 5th October, 191 5 ).— 

“ Your letter of the 6th instant has been duly submitted 
to the Council and I am directed to convey to you an 
expression of their appreciative thanks for the information 
you have been good enough to send with regard to the uses 
made of floss derived from Calotropis gigantea. 

Cook^on & Co., Ltd., London. (23rd August, 1915)-- 
« vy e are much indebted to you for your kind letter ot 
2 , st instant on the subject of lead acetate and lead 
nitrate in connection with the cyanide process of gold 
extraction, the contents of which are notea with mtere^ 
The information given is of considerable service to us, and 
wc are obliged to you. 

Appreciations of the work of the Imperial Institute 

making Materials, by Mr. J. L. Greaves, Editor I 
“ The Paper Maker " . 

(1) Extract from speech at the Empire Press 
Conference at Ottawa, September 1920 . ^ 

" I would further suggest that any gentlemen^h ^ 
interested in the subject should get ‘“ t0 get exact 

nf the Imperial Institute, and he , r celV 


Principal of the Imperial Institute, „ 

information going back twenty years. ■ tive iy and 
a fibre that has not been dealt with exna 
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elaborately. There you can see in cases almost every fibre 
that ever was heard of, in all stages from raw material to 
completion, and can examine the finished article and con- 
sider the most important factor which is generally lost 
sight of— the yield.” 

(2) Extract from paper on 14 Paper Making, Ancient 
and Modern," read before the Scientific and Technical 
Circle of the Institute of Journalists, February 1923 : 

(I At the Imperial Institute, South Kensington, very 
valuable work in this connection had been done for years 
past and he advised those who were at all interested in new 
fibres to pay a visit to the Institute, for there would be 
found a very large collection of fibres grown in the United 
Kingdom, the Colonies and India. These fibres had been 
tested with great care by experts, and the exhibits conveyed 
at a glance their value, which in this country at least was 
comparatively small in the majority of cases. Almost 
every " new " fibre was to be found in the collection at the 
Imperial Institute, and, as he mentioned at the Imperial 
Press Conference not very long ago, when this subject was 
discussed at some length, he advised all enthusiasts who 
discovered new fibres to visit the Imperial Institute and see 
for themselves the results of the very important work 
achieved in the research department of the Institute." 


PUBLIC EXHIBITION GALLERIES 

Extracts from Letters from Schools on conducted 
Visits 

“ We appreciate so much the youngsters receiving first- 
hand information in contact with actual produce, etc., 
that we would like our school entered for the next series," 

“ The boys much appreciated their former visit to the 
Imperial Institute, and I very gladly avail myself of the 
opportunity of again sending a party." 

" The last visit paid by our girls was greatly appreciated, 
and our best thanks are due." 

lect ' ^ t ^ lan ^ :s ^ 0r success anc * pleasure of yesterday’s 

If you have any schools dropping out, I will always 
e ? ac * t0 fill the vacancies so caused, and at the shortest 
notices. I am very sorry that you cannot give us more of 
these lectures." 
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“The girls thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated the 
lecture on India in December." 

“ In reply to your letter received to-day I have to state 
that Friday is very inconvenient to us. Wednesday the 
26th April would be much better J but rather than lose the 
opportunity altogether, we will try to arrange for Friday 
the 28th for 30 girls with teacher in charge.” 

“ I am writing to ask whether it would be possible for 
us to have another date for a Guide-lecture on Canada 
this term. We have already had one, and during this and 
other lectures that I have brought boys they have derived 
so much benefit that another form of mine (studying 
Canada) is very anxious to come too.” 

“ Would you mind letting me know what dates you 
could spare ? If more than one are available I should be 
glad to know." 

“ I am greatly obliged to you for giving the boys an 
opportunity of attending one of the demonstrations again 
next season, for they are enjoyed immensely." 

“ The demonstrations we have already attended are 
highly appreciated by the boys and the teachers," 

“ Please accept my apologies for not writing earlier. 
It would be a cause of regret if my boys were not able to 
accept your kindness ; they enjoyed the visit last year 
so much and profited so much," 

“ We appreciate very highly this opportunity." 

“ I hope that in future you will allow me to take 
advantage of the demonstrations." 

“ Our last visit was very much appreciated by all, and 
if w T e can be given an opportunity of a Guide Lecturer in 
the summer term I shall be much obliged." 

“ I am most grateful to you for giving our girls another 
opportunity of hearing a most instructive lecture." 

“ I take this opportunity of assuring you that our boys 
much appreciate the efforts made by your organisation for 
their benefit." 

“ Also I should be very glad if you can possibly give us 
another date." 

“ If you can give me two dates, I shall be very pleased. 
I find that the demonstrations are of tremendous value, an. 
very popular." 
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“ We are only too grateful to be able to participate in 
these lectures." 

u Has it been possible to give me the extra date I asked 
for?" 

“ My teachers and myself are very glad you can allow 
us the opportunity as we find the visits under the guidance 
of your Lecturer most valuable. We shall be pleased to 
make use of any further dates which it may be possible 
to allot to us." 

" I want to thank you for the very interesting and 
instructive lecture on New Zealand given to the children 
last Thursday. They came back delighted with all they 
had seen and heard and, judging by the good accounts 
they wrote afterwards, they had learnt a great deal. That 
particular class has been studying the British Colonies this 
year so any time the lecturer has a spare afternoon I should 
be most grateful for the girls to hear a lecture on Canada." 

“ If there should be any vacancies for New Zealand 
and Fiji and Western Pacific we should like one or both, 
please. Should you find it impossible to allocate these, 
perhaps you can arrange a Saturday date for us," 

“ Our boys have warmly appreciated their visits to the 
Imperial Institute lectures, and I assure you that nothing 
but stern necessity would cause me to deprive them of such 
an educational advantage/' 

11 Our school examinations will be in progress during 
that week, but as I know there is great competition for the 
privilege of attending, I am glad to accept that date for this 
school," 

u I take this opportunity of saying how much we 
appreciate these lectures . . . tending as they do to make 
the places the children read about really live . The last 
lecturer on Nigeria and West Indies was exceedingly 
sympathetic in his outlook on boys’ nature and vision." 

“ Our last visit was a great joy to the children, and we 
should like to express our thanks to the lecturer for his 
thoroughly interesting lecture and his patience with the 
children.” 


SPECIAL ARTICLES FROM THE PRESS ON THE 
WORK OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 

The following is a reprint of an article by a Special 
Correspondent of The Times which appeared on 16th 
January, 1922. 
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" Empire Trade Teaching 

It has been the work of many years to bring the 
Exhibition Galleries of the Imperial Institute to anythin? 
like the representative standard contemplated by the 
founders. All this time the productions and trade of the 
Empire have been increasing ; the difficulties, financial and 
other, have been great ; and only to-day can it be said that 
the collections illustrate our Imperial resources. If j n 
one sense they are now complete, it must be remembered 
that they can never be considered final as long as the 
Dominions and Colonies continue to develop. Every 
country in the Empire has assisted, while the King and 
Queen have taken a personal and active interest in the 
equipment of the Galleries. The Prince of Wales allowed 
the presents and addresses received from the Dominions 
and Colonies he had visited to be specially shown and 
these are now to be included in the permanent exhibition. 
Among the many who have taken advantage of what the 
Galleries have to teach is Princess Mary. 

“ Princess Mary, hearing of the guide-lecturer, gathered 
a party of her friends, and in a series of visits toured the 
Empire in the way the Galleries enable one to do. Her 
example is followed by people generally and by schools, 
Already over 4,000 boys and girls from elementary, second- 
ary, and public schools have been with their teachers 
or have followed the guide-lecturer on the special days 
arranged for them. The demand, both from schools and 
the public, is indeed greater than can be met by the 
present arrangements. Parties were at first limited to 20, 
which had to be increased to 25, and then further extended 
to 30 ; and even so the services of one member of the staff 
who can be spared to act as conductor are insufficient to 
the requirements. Economy has hitherto prevented the 
opening of the Galleries on Sunday, and caused their early 
closing in the dark months. There are many visitors who 
use the collections for trade purposes and for information 
on countries they intend to visit or settle in. Apart Irom 
this public employment, the Galleries form the starting- 
point for researches by the staff for the utilisation of the 
raw materials of the Empire, which were described in a 
former article on the Imperial Institute in The Times of 
December 2. 

“ Nowhere else under one roof can one get so wide an 
insight into the present position and resources of all the 
countries in the Empire. There is no exaggeration in saying 
that a week in these Galleries — a week, because there are 
many of them, and they are long — would provide the apt 
student with more direct, exact, and assimilable knowledge 
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than can be gained by years of travel. Travel, of course, 
brines experience which no examination of exhibits can 
■ ve But exhibits can be so arranged and supplemented 
| 3 to impart some of the pleasant novelty of going about 
the world ; and this is the method adopted at the Imperial 
Institute. . . 

.< To each country, or group ot countries, is allotted a 
section of its own. There are displayed, under glass, 
•mecimens of its products and the multifarious articles 
into which they are manufactured, while labels supply clear 
information of their constitution, properties, and uses. 
Near the specimens are large photographs, paintings, or 
transparencies on the windows, of the lands they come from 
and the native inhabitants. Large-scale maps hang on the 
walls for consultation, and diagrams of every possible 
ingenuity show the course of production and trade through 
the years. South Africa, New Zealand, Victoria, and 
South Australia are among the countries which have 
recently added to and improved their exhibits in the 
Galleries. Canada is spending a large sum on the 
complete reorganisation of the Canadian section ; the 
Crown Colonies and Protectorates have shown increased 
interest, and one of the results seems to be a healthy 
rivalry in inventing the best methods of Imperial 
advertisement. 

“ A few examples must suffice. They range from large 
oil paintings of Canadian scenery, homesteads, and cattle 
to the pile of gilt cubes (each representing 10,000 oz.) 
which keeps pace with the South African output of gold. 
Between these two extremes are models of towns and 
harbours, of the mechanical device by which New Zealand 
frozen meat is loaded in the ships, of the working of the 
Kimberley diamond mine, of a hundred other things and 
places. In one large case can be seen Canadian fruit pre- 
served in a special liquid which keeps strawberries red 
and peaches bloomy for an indefinite period. In the next 
are apples, pears, and plums imitated so exactly in wax 
that nobody could tell they were not real unless he tried to 
eat them. The new Egyptian section, not yet complete, 
in which the delegates recently in London are said to have 
shown a very proper pride, contains beautiful specimens of 
carpet and wood-work, in addition to a fine collection of 
Egyptian cotton, and among the treasures of the Sudan 
are models of the grain market at Omdurman and of Port 
Sudan, so hot and sandy, when the electric light is switched 
on, that one feels positively there. 

"These are not mere prettinesses, but aids to the 
imagination. They contribute their legitimate share to 
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the great variegated picture of the Empire, in its general 
as well as its commercial aspect, which is the purpose of th 
Galleries. They complete the story of the plant or mineral 
from its beginnings in nature to its end in the service of 
man. Thanks to them, the visitor can study the land 
whence comes the thing he is concerned with, the appear- 
ance of the folk who help to cultivate or mine it, the houses 
they live in, the clothes they wear. It is like a vast pano- 
rama, rigidly accurate, variously charming. To view it 
is to increase enormously one’s perception of the wealth 
of the Empire, suggested here by a pile of bright tins 
containing preserved fruit or fish, there by a piece of 
pottery, and yonder by columns of timber meaning both 
furniture and paper. These Galleries were one of the 
principal objects for which the Imperial Institute was 
started, and the Director has had a big task in bringing 
together, arranging, and describing the exhibits from every 
quarter of the globe. 

“The extensive Indian section is enriched by many loans 
from the King and Queen. Some of these are exquisite 
specimens of native art and handicraft, presents to their 
Majesties during their Indian visits and on other occasions, 
work in wood and metal, fibre, ivory, and silk. An example 
of old Indian carving occurs in the pillars and door from 
a house in Lucknow, half burnt during the Mutiny, and 
preserved here for their historical and industrial signifi- 
cance. The intention is a reminder that even in this section 
devoted to Indian industries the chief aim of the Galleries, 
the severely or aesthetically practical, is never missed. A 
few steps away you get the reminder again. A case of 
exquisite little things in bronze testify to the cleverness of 
Burmese boys under European instruction. Their teacher 
is an enthusiast, and their work vindicates him. Then, 
in the Ceylon Pavilion, designed and decorated after the 
Cingalese fashion, at the instance of the Ceylon planters, 
comes a kindred lesson in the variation of civilisation. 
The Pavilion may be a relation of the neighbouring 
Galleries, but it demonstrates the independence of the art 
of Ceylon and illustrates the growth of Ceylon industry. 

The Imperial Institute needs more space. It is 
cramped by the arrangement of earlier days that made 
it the host, as to much of its accommodation, of the 
University of London. Yet there is a proposal — perhaps 
it is no more than a rumoured proposal — to overwhelm s 
with the Imperial War Museum, when that leaves the 
Crystal Palace. To judge of the wisdom of crushing out, 
or even crippling, the Galleries, it is only necessary to go 
through them.” 
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The following is a reprint of an article from The 
Daily Telegraph , Wednesday, 19th April, 1922 : 

Courts of Empire 

The Imperial Institute, by Sir William 
Schooling, K.B.E. 

“ Portugal and Spain, France and Holland, had 
established colonial empires before the expansion of 
England began ; and the English, while the last to found 
an Empire overseas, were the first to lose it. The duration 
of that first Empire lasted from the colonisation of Virginia 
in 1606 to the year of American Independence. The loss 
of the New England Colonies left the British with compara- 
tively few possessions overseas, but since those days so 
vast an Empire has been built up that we have almost 
forgotten the lateness of our start, the failure of our first 
effort, and the salutary lessons which attached to it. 

" The early adventures of European nations were 
mainly stimulated by the desire to obtain the real and 
fabled wealth of the East. They were also largely 
dominated by the idea that the best road to the East was 
across the Western Sea. When Columbus reached the 
coast of America he thought he had reached the shores of 
India, and consequently called the natives ‘ Indians/ 
The explorers of the North American continent persisted 
in their efforts because they hoped to find on the other 
side a narrow Western Sea, across which were the shores 
of China and Japan. Their geographical notions were 
mistaken, but they unexpectedly found in the new 
countries sources of wealth and welfare greater than any 
that could have been reaped from the realisation of their 
wildest hopes of the riches of the East. 

“ If individuals were greedy for wealth, and if we choose 
to say that such greed was a somewhat ignoble motive, 
\\e must recognise on the other hand that this was counter- 
h ^ a splendid spirit of adventure, by countless 

hardships and acts of bravery, and, as events turned out, 

if t' 1S h° VCriCS °* far “ reacliin S value ail d importance for the 


“ Wealth and Welfare 

th ■ ^° r Governments, at any rate, it is appropriate to seek 
tl int n f?[ eaS ? na ^ ona l wealth, for nothing is clearer than 

wen it h e f ^ eve l°P men t of the commerce, industry and 
A A ? j c ? Ullt . r y increases the welfare of its people. 
b ve study the history of colonial administration, we are 
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continually struck by the selfish attitude of the Mother- 
country, by the failure to understand the needs and the 
dispositions of the British overseas, and of the greater 
importance that was attached to political squabbles i n 
Europe or in the United Kingdom than to the vastly more 
momentous concerns of our continually expanding Empire, 

“ It is only in comparatively recent years that larger and 
juster views have prevailed, and that great self-governing 
Dominions have come to take their rightful place in the 
affairs of the British Empire. Even to-day, however, the 
majority of the people in the United Kingdom know far 
too little of the history, the resources, and the geography 
of the outlying parts of the Empire. 

“ It was a happy inspiration of King Edward to bring 
about the foundation of the Imperial Institute as a 
memorial of the Jubilee of Queen Victoria. The familiar 
building at South Kensington was opened, but the methods 
of development at first adopted were not altogether 
successful. In 1903 the Institute was reorganised, and has 
since been carrying on three definite functions which, as 
they become more fully developed, cannot fail to prove 
of the utmost value to the Empire. 

“ The Empire in Miniature 

“ For the average member of the public the Exhibition 
Galleries are of the greatest interest. They provide a 
permanent display of the chief resources of all the countries 
of the Empire. Here we can see paintings and photographs 
of cities and towns, scenes of industry, natural features, and 
the mode of life of the various people. Here are displayed 
specimens of timber, minerals, plants, and other products 
of these British lands. As we wander through these Courts 
of Empire with an understanding and imaginative mind, 
we find them to be not only of absorbing interest, but to 
suggest almost endless possibilities of development for the 
benefit of the Empire at home and overseas. 

“ It is no criticism of the present Council of the Institute 
to point out how unworthy and comparatively trivia 
these exhibitions are. In the mere matter of space 
find that the Dominion of Canada is represented by one 
square foot for every 300 square miles of territory, w 1 
Kenya, of which it is so important we should learn muc , 
has but one square foot in which to represent the pro u 
and activities of nearly 700 square miles of territory. 

“ There are few developments of more linportan 
the present time for the benefit of the Empire as a wn 
and the United Kingdom in particular, than a well-P 
system of emigration from the Home-country to t 



APPENDIX 


275 


seas lands of the Empire. For stimulating this, and for 
giving potential emigrants a clear understanding of the 
character and possibilities of each country, nothing could 
well be so serviceable as to make these Courts of Empire 
even more comprehensive and interesting than they at 
present are. It may be that for the moment such hand- 
books and descriptions as are available leave a good deal 
to be desired, but because the significance of Empire has 
not been adequately grasped, the Council has been 
systematically struggling with the difficulty of insufficient 
funds for all the activities which it would but too readily 
undertake if it could. Even as it is, it is a striking scene 
to witness groups of school-children being conducted round 
these Courts of Empire, under the charge of a guide- 
lecturer, who gives reality and vividness to the objects 
which are displayed, and can tell something of the nature 
and the possibilities of the countries from which they 
come. The Empire tends to become a reality to these 
young students, many of whom, it may be, will be influenced 
by these visits to the Imperial Institute to seek their 
fortunes overseas, to their own advantage and to that 
of the Empire as well. 


" Practical Research 

u The Exhibition Galleries, however, are only one 
feature of the work of the Imperial Institute. The pioneers 
of Empire, as we have said, were stimulated by the desire 
for the gold, spices and precious stones of the ancient East. 
The Imperial Institute is seeking equally, but by very 
different methods, to make available the as yet but little 
explored wealth of the Empire. It has a scientific and 
technical department equipped with extensive laboratories 
and workships, for the investigation of raw materials and 
the uses to which they can be put. These studies are of 
an entirely practical kind. While working by the methods 
• t modern science has placed at the disposal of the 
investigator, the problems dealt with are not those of 
cl j K . 1 , c rese arch, but of practical utility for the commerce 
and industry of the Empire. 

f w h as been largely instrumental in proving 

--rals which abound in various parts of the Empire 
of frac* 2 U 1 1S i * or man y purposes, such as the manufacture 
herm j nan 1 tles and °. f special steels, and so industries have 
evclo P e d which were previously in other hands, 
out Afr- US s< ?y rce %°f paper pulp have been found through- 
‘■ n ^ NeW Zealand a nd elsewhere, 
we ^ r ? K extraordinarily rich in timber, and as 

hrough the courts of the various countries we 



276 BULLETIN OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 

can see the woods which each of them produce ; and so 
we could pass from one subject to another, showing how 
by investigation, by analysis, and by suggestion to experil 
ment within the Empire on growing or producing things 
hitherto only found outside, the Institute has been develop, 
ing various British countries and helping to expand the 
trade and industry of the Empire. In doing this it has the 
assistance of strong technical committees of manufacturers 
and experts of many kinds. One may be concerned with 
jute, wool, or other fibres, another with food grains, yet 
others with resins and essential oils ; with drugs, tobacco 
and spices ; with hides and tanning materials ; with 
mineral resources ; with rubber ; with silk production ; 
and with many other subjects. 

" Distributing Knowledge 

“ The investigations in the laboratories having given 
some promise of success, manufacturers in this country, 
or elsewhere, are invited to test the products, or the pro- 
cesses, on a commercial scale, and thus time after time 
new industries have been developed and new sources of 
wealth have been discovered. 

“ Not the least important of the activities of the 
Imperial Institute is the intelligence which it collects, 
reviews and distributes. It publishes a quarterly ' Bulletin ’ 
which gives a summary of the principal investigations that 
have been carried out, describes progress in the utilisation 
of raw materials and in the production of mineral, 
agricultural and forest products. Handbooks and mono- 
graphs of minerals, vegetable fibres and other raw 
materials have also been issued and the Intelligence De- 
partment receives and answers enquiries that are con- 
tinually being received from all parts of the world. 

“ The Institute is definitely Imperial, and receives 
support, financial and otherwise, not only from a small 
endowment of its own and from the Home Government, 
but from the Dominions and Colonies as well. Situated 
in London, the centre of the Empire, it is able to do, and 
it is doing so far as its scanty resources permit, work vine 1 
cannot be accomplished elsewhere, and which is vital to 
the development of the resources and trade of the 
Much of the work can only be understood and appreciate 
by manufacturers and traders on the one hand, and on * 
other by those in distant lands who produce the vario j 
products, the value of which they learned for the > 
time from the thorough but unobtrusive work o 
Imperial Institute. . () f 

“ The Exhibition Galleries, however the Co 
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Empire— can be appreciated by any visitor who will take 
the trouble to examine them with a certain modicum of 
intelligence, in spite of the fact that sufficient has not yet 
been done in the way of handbooks and descriptions to 
make the full significance of the exhibits readily and 
adequately appreciated. This lack, however, is made 
good when parties of people, especially perhaps of children 
arc conducted round the exhibition by a guide who will 
tell them the true meaning of the things they see. 


u The Imperial Institute 

“As a Government and as a people, we in Great 
Britain have as yet no conception of the characteristics 
and resources of the British Empire, and far too little of 
an intelligent and appreciative Imperial spirit. Much can 
be done to remedy these defects by making the fullest use 
of the Imperial Institute. With the knowledge that 
would thus be gained there would come a greater interest 
in, and sympathy with, the British overseas, with the 
result that the bonds of Empire would be more closelv knit. 

“ wor k of the Institute is permitted to expand 
it will reveal untold sources of hitherto unsuspected wealth 
throughout the Empire, and by the application of the 
methods of science and the organised assistance of industries 
at home and abroad will enable the wealth of the Empire 
to be made available for its welfare. An advantage less 
tangible but not of less value, is that the Institute may 

tt 20 . S1 f m ^ cance Empire to the people of the 
bmted Kingdom as well as to visitors from overseas. Not 
t. le least of the services that it may be able to render is the 
meouragement of a well-considercd plan of emigration 

nLc k-r* and en who have learnt beforehand the 
P • lbihties of the lands in which they propose to settle.” 

(« 1 Jia 1 5ST edit ° rial n0t ‘ Ce ’ S re P rintcd from Mature 


The Imperial Institute 

iDstitute^Onot^^*#^ tbat ; at a timc when the Imperial 
work a Drnno«? g 1°™^° further developments in its 
dismantling 0 nf Sa Sh °’i. ld be P ut forward involving the 
and improved colWt' than h , alf , of the recently extended 
of the El "!" 5 ! n the Publlc Exhibition Galleries 
of „ question the finest illustration 

room ?or t ho ge0graph ? ln , the world-in order to make 
L . r k llCS ^ nown as the Imperial War 

Tunes of TthYwt, h ° U f d ln the Cr J' stal Pala ce. The 
7 th March contains special and leading articles 
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on the subject in which a clear case is made for the abandon* 
ment of the proposal. Attention is directed to the 
resolution of protest recently passed by the Executive 
Council of the Institute. While appreciating the desire 
for economy in housing the War Museum, the Council 
considers that this object should be achieved by some 
other method than by a plan which would be seriously 
detrimental to the development of educational and 
commercial work for which the Imperial Institute was 
erected and endowed. Resolutions of protest have also 
been received by the Council from a number of important 
bodies, including the Association of British Chambers of 
Commerce ; the Chambers of Commerce of Liverpool, 
Manchester, Glasgow and Bristol ; the Royal Institute 
of British Architects ; the Timber Trade Federation ; the 
Institute of Builders ; and the Silk Association. 

“ For a quarter of a century the Imperial Institute, with 
very slender means, has been carrying on work of great 
service to the Empire, a fact far too little known and 
appreciated. The reward of such endeavour should be the 
provision of better facilities for development, and it is 
precisely in this respect that the proposals now put forward 
on behalf of the War Museum would be so detrimental in 
their effects. The Imperial Institute is becoming the 
recognised headquarters of organised effort in this country 
for the development of knowledge of the natural resources 
of the overseas countries of the Empire, and it is to be 
hoped that the Government will see that nothing of the 
character of the proposals justly condemned by The 'limes 
shall prevent the achievement of so desirable a purpose.” 


REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF PUBLICATIONS 
Bulletin of the Imperial Institute 

“ These fifty-six pages are the first part of a systematic 
and comprehensive review of the agricultural resources and 
conditions in Cyprus. No such compendium has previous!} 
been available in the English language.” — Field . 

u With this end in view the quarterly Bulletin 
provides a store -ho use of information of very great va ue 
in pursuing the trade policy recommended two year> 111 
succession by the Imperial Conference. , 

“ Mention should be made of the exhaustive monograp 
on the production and uses of rice published RE , 
Bulletin of the Imperial Institute last year, jor v 
there has been a large demand .” — Times of India, 
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“ In an article in the Bulletin of the Imperial 
Institute, Vol. xix, No. 3, an excellent account is given 
if the production of cinnamon in different parts of the 

world. . . . The article is of very full character " 

Perfumery and Essential Oil Record, 

“ The publications of the Institute and the periodical 
bulletins of progress prove that India receives just as 
much attention as any other part of the Empire. Scarcely 
a bulletin reaches us in which we are not able to find 
some record of investigations carried out, enquiries made 
advice given regarding the value and commercial possi- 
bilities of one or other of India’s industries and products 
especially those recently discovered or previously over' 
looked, in which further development may give desirable 
results.” — Madras Weekly Mail. desirable 

" Ballct . in of the Imperial Institute : This is indeed 
a record of progress and contains much information of 
the greatest interest and value to textile men in what- 

Zo£* K aCtlVlty mSy be en § a S ^-"-Textile 

For years past valuable articles have appeared in the 
Bulletin giving reports, for instance, on many tanning 
materials, few of which were known to our tanners whilst 
we have often read of supplies of greases and oils suitable 

r , td bvZ°f~ ia - f r?' ° Ur industf y has been weU 
with whkhk UsXTn* ‘recdveT’How^ apathy 

wirdefcs wh f k ? ulietin -fust published owing to 

and collating the 3S tile work o{ c °necting 

large amount nHa h 1 tlC ? alon , e must have entailed a very 
effectfve Mst-waractinn * ° bvi ° US the first ste P Awards 
as with other raw . c ° nn ? ctl0n with hides and skms, 

knowledge of tht tr^" 313 ,’ ‘u COmplete and “ate 

realise the im niP j! and those of our readers who 

business will do well ™ portaace of the future of the 
Bulletin article f make a careful ^udy of the 

ofwell-printedmattPi-o of upwards of seventy pages 
wi th Indian sources M ds . tatlstlcs < and deal s exhaustively 
estimates the present ^ SUpply ° f hides and ski 4 
competing coumries * m corn P arison with other 

8 countries, and discusses in detail the trade 
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figures in pre-war times and the changes in destinatio 
brought about by the war.” — Leather World. 

Handbooks to the Commercial Resources of thf 
Tropics 

Oilseeds and- Feeding Cakes 
“ Prof. Dunstan and his staff are to be congratulate 
on the bold way in which they have grappled with the 
problem and the lucid statement they have drawn up.”^_ 
Nature . 

u This contains the first series of ‘ Imperial Institute- 
Monographs/ which are the outcome of the highly impor- 
tant work which the Institute has been doing since th- 
war began in assisting the development of British industries 
Particularly has the Technical Information Bureau started 
just before the war, been increasingly busy in supplying 
information as to new markets, new or little- known 
materials, the utilisation of raw materials in foreign 
countries, and many other matters.” — Times. 

il The book is instructive in all aspects of the question." 
— Field . 

“ There seems to be no doubt that the industries in 
connection with all these substances are capable of vtrv 
great expansion, and the publication of this volume ought 
to do a great deal to establish them firmly in Great 
Britain,” — Journal of the Royal Society of Arts. 

“ Should be in the hands of all concerned in the trade 
in oil seeds and feeding cakes, as well as the farmer and 
stock raiser.” — Chamber of Commerce Journal . 

u Touching . . . copra, palm kernels, ground nuts, 
sesame seeds, and mowra seed ... it is scarcely possible 
to conceive a more useful kind of commentary on or index 
to the industrial demands of to-day.” — African World. 

“ This valuable publication cannot fail to be of specis! 
value at the present juncture, when every kind of human 
and animal food is becoming dearer,” — Oxford Times, 

” Within the compass of one hundred pages bujers 
will find a large amount of information dealing with the 
availability, cost, and nutritive value of these netf 
materials, arranged clearly and concisely and in a nios 
convenient form.” — Manchester Courier. 

Cotton and other Vegetable Fibres 
” A good, useful book for all and every fibre man, 

T ropical Life. 

” Those interested in sisal planting will be compel^ t0 
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add this book, with Dr. Goulding's notes on sisal, to their 
bookshelf, as it is the only up-to-date work we have got. 
Brides having much to teach us about sisal, it also discusses 
other fibre-yielding plants in a manner that cannot fail to 
be extremely useful.” — Tropical Life. 

“ It should prove of immense utility to those concerned 
in the various textile industries.” — Ceylon Observer. 

“ The book contains a mass of information which should 
prove useful to all users of fibres.” — Asiatic Review . 

“ 4 Cotton and other Vegetable Fibres ' makes a timely 
appearance. It is eminently practical, dealing with the 
processes of growing and preparing for use not only cotton, 
but various other industrial fibres — flax, hemp, ramie, 
jute and flosses.” — Daily Telegraph . 

“ The resources and possible capacities of the world 
are set forth with scientific thoroughness and accuracy and 
in statistical detail,” — Globe . 

“ Gives in a very handy form a summary of the position 
and prospects of the world’s production and utilisation 
of fibres . . . gives an excellent description of the cotton 
plant and its products.”— Journal of the Royal Society of 
A rts. 

“ It materially assists the general reader to form an 
idea of the available resources for fibre production, and 
of the principal factors, favourable or otherwise, which 
dominate the situation .”—77r.e Textile Manufacturer . 

“ Dr ; Goulding’s work provides a valuable contribution 
to the information available in regard to the fibres of 
commerce.” — The Textile Mercury. 

1 Although comprehensive, the matter is concise, and a 

vast amount of information — the result of arduous work 

]s P ac ked between the covers. It would be impossible for 
US to deal adequately with the whole of this work, which 
would serve admirably as a book of reference to all the 
industries concerned.”—?^ Textile Recorder. 


Cocoa .* Its Cultivation and Preparation 
. v • , T^ose owning established plantations, or who are 
of takm g up cocoa planting as an industry, will 
.1 , m y n ced to add Mr. Johnson’s work to their book- 
ves ; an J* w ken they do so they will find the information 
■ be c ? m P a ct, easy to understand and follow, 
c c,, 1 ? P ra J^ lce i an d reliable in detail. We are glad to 
Tropical Life '°^ ^ r ° m S ° ex P er * encec * an authority.” — 
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11 The work, which is illustrated with numerous pu, 
and statistical tables, is most exhaustive in nature j 
contains all the information on cocoa and its pro duct V* 
that a prospective planter in any part of the world could 
possibly require.” — Western Daily Press. d 

" Lucid, workmanlike, interesting, and well furnished 
with photographic illustrations, the book forms a useful 
addition to the series in which it appears.” — Scotsman 

” It may be recommended to the notice of those 
interested in the cocoa industry, as it contains a mass of 
information relative to planting and cultivation. Many 
valuable hints may be gleaned from its pages, which cover 
the subject in a thoroughly comprehensive and capable 
manner.” — Financial Times . 

Rubber : Its Sources, Cultivation and Preparation 

“ There is probably no person better qualified to write 
a handbook on rubber ... a carefully compiled and 
extremely valuable textbook.” — West India Committee 
Circular . 

u To planters, manufacturers, merchants and students 
alike, the book should be invaluable as a guide to the 
scientific exploitation of rubber.” — African World. 

“ The book is well illustrated, and written in an easy 
style, despite the botanical technicalities necessary to a 
book of this character.” — The India Rubber Journal. 

“It should be of special service to all who arc engaged 
in the management of rubber plantations.” — Rubber World, 

il A useful detailed account of the present position of 
the rubber-producing industry, with particular reference to 
West Africa.” — Tropical Life. 

The Agricultural and Forest Products of British West Africa 

“ The book will be of value to all prospective official; 
in a part of the world that is rapidly coming to the front; 
Daily News. 

“ The information given is thoroughly practical, and if 
the present book is a fair sample the series will be of high 
utility.” — Outlook . 

“ The admirable arrangement of the present volume 
leaves nothing to be desired. Mr. Dudgeon has carried 
out his task with thoroughness, and the book is excellent!} 
equipped with maps, illustrations and index.” — Manchester 
Courier. 

“ A remarkably interesting book,” — Liverpool Daily 
Courier , 
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“ So far from being a dry, technical treatise Mr 
Dudgeon's book will be found interesting even bv the 
general reader.” — Athenceum . y c 

“The careful marshalling of facts and purports which 
Mr. Dudgeon has here got together cannot fail to be of 
great value to all concerned in the development of its 
natural resources. — Western Morning News . 

“ The book can be consulted with confidence as to the 
reliability of its statements, while the opinions and 
judgments expressed are those of a highly qualified and 
experienced expert, writing of things seen and known 

& rep “° " ■t *• 

Monographs on Mineral Resources 
Potash (Second Edition) 

" The work is valuable as supplying- a mmr,»u • 
survey of the principal resources 0 P f P ootafh supply through 
out the world .”— Chemical Age. 1 P y through- 

” AH interested would be well advised to secure a ronv 
of this important work. Mr Sydney 1 Tnhnct™ n jp y 

1“ l„d he s o8 H aph - 1 1 is 

* d “ , “ ,ely wi,h "» 

Each dtapter “ife'riS,”" ’" biect PMMk. 

A valuable fe-Cul c f .iT t u 8 *?““»" of it. .abject, 

t? , h “ b ,'S P™d u eed 

portance °“ vra § e - ^ant d’une im- 

industries ne peuvent ou'imf ICU tUre et pour div erses 
hcteurs.” — Chimie Srand n0mbre de 
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Zinc Ores 

“ This is an admirably compiled monograph on zinc 
ores with special reference to the British Empire. It j 5 
one of a series on mineral resources, and shows that the 
committee of the Imperial Institute on these products is 
doing most useful and interesting work.” British Trade 
Journal. 

“ The pamphlet is an admirable compilation, doing 
credit to the staff of the Mineral Investigation Department 
of the Institute, and it should be in the hands of all 
interested in zinc ores and their products .” — Glasgow 
T intes. 

“ Congratulations are due to the staff of the Imperial 
Institute, for the excellent pamphlet on Zinc Ores just 
published.”- — Mining Magazine. 


Manganese Ores and Tin Ores 
“ This is an Imperial Institute publication which 
reflects credit on the author, who has prepared an interest- 
ing and useful monograph, as a result of an exhaustive 
study of all published information on the subject. - 
Geological Magazine. 

“ To the chemist or the engineer interested in metallurgy 
or mining, who hitherto has had to refer to the monographs 
published by the United States Geological Survey, the* 
books will come as a boon ; they embody a mass of 
information worth far more than the published price. 
Asiatic Review. . , 

“ The Imperial Institute is doing excellent service in 
issuing the handy monographs on the mineral resource 
of the British Empire, two of which have recently appeare. 
in both cases the work has been carefully and thoroughl 
done and the handbook may be looked upon as givm 
trustworthy information upon the subjects treated in 
compact and convenient form.” — Nature. 

“ As a whole, the monograph is a complete treatise 

the occurrence and production of tin ore as t ^ ^ 
possible to make it in a few pages, A f geological 
resumd of the subject yet published the brief s 
accounts being particularly good. —Geologi 


Tungsten Ores ^ 

“ It should be found on the book-shelves^o ^ 
interested, however remotely, ^““g^ble, and the 
The printing and make-up are both < m ^ varl0lb 

large scale of the diagrams showing produ 
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countries makes these specially instructive.” — Mining 
Magazine. 

“ xhis monograph or pamphlet is exceedingly well and 
carefully written. It is a valuable compendium of the 
geographic and geologic occurrences of tungsten, its uses 
and its extraction.” — Engineering and Mining Journal. 

“ One of the special monographs on mineral resources. 
These monographs are of great value because they co- 
ordinate and gather a vast amount of information con- 
tained in numerous other publications, and also embody the 
results of the investigations undertaken at the Imperial 
Institute.” — United Empire. 

Coal 

“ We can commend this publication as a useful summary 
of the coal resources of the world so far as the British 
Empire is concerned, a limitation which enables our Imperial 
coal resources to be more fully dealt with than would have 
been otherwise possible.” — Colliery Guardian. 

“ It can fairly claim to present in a convenient form a 
sketch of the coal-fields of the British Empire and to act 
as an index to the vast mass of scattered publications on 
the subject.” — Mining Magazine. 

Platinum Metals 

“ Chapter II deals with the sources of supply of the 
platinum metals from the British Empire, contains in 
condensed form descriptions of occurrences throughout 
the Empire. It is very complete and useful.” — Mining 
Magazine . 

“ Those interested will find a great deal of valuable 
information in this little handbook on the occurrences, 
characters, and uses of the platinum group, as well as 
particulars of production, and distribution in the world’s 
markets." — industrial Australian and Mining Standard. 

ft This publication forms one of the useful series of 
monographs on metals issued by the Mineral Resources 
Committee of the Imperial Institute. It comprises a full 
account of the world’s resources so far as known of the 
metals platinum, palladium, iridium, osmium, ruthenium 
and rhodium.” — Geological Magazine. 

Lead Ores 

The monograph has been prepared in the light of the 
, ava itable information from all sources, collected and 
arranged by the special staff of the Imperial Institute, and 

10 
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should, therefore, prove informative even to men ex. 
perienced in the handling and working of lead ores, but 
whose information on a variety of points may not be 
quite up to date. To those less acquainted with th e 
subject, it cannot fail to be instructive. Industrial 
Australian and Mining Standard . 

“ The monograph on lead gives a valuable summary 
and bibliography of the chief lead deposits of the Empire 
and shorter references to those of other countries.”— 
Nature . 

“ The information given is clear, up-to-date and con- 
cisely expressed, while the views stated on the origin of 
lead ores, in many cases a subject of controversy, are fair 
and temperate.” — Geological Magazine. 

Chromium Ore 

“ The information given regarding the utilising of 
chromium is useful. Useful information is given in 
Chapter II, which describes the principal deposits of 
chromium ore of the British Empire, and in Chapter III, 
which deals with foreign sources of supply.”— Minin* 
Magazine. 

“ This monograph contains a very complete account of 
the geological occurrences and exploitation of chromite, 
the only practical ore of the metal, together with a summary 
of its technical treatment and uses.” — Geological Magazine , 


Petroleum 

“ It compresses into no pages a considerable amount 
of information regarding petroleum in the various country 
of the world, besides a bibliography and a full-page map. 

Oil News. 

" The Imperial Institute has done good service in the 
preparation of its series of monographs on minora rebourcu. 
The volume, though small, is packed with 1 . nfora< ‘ ,! 
and should be useful by reason of its authoritative nature. 
— Geographical Journal. 

“ Much valuable information will be found^ in 1 c 
monograph.” — British Dominions Year Book , I9 22 * 

“ This admirably written, valuable and comp 
monograph.” — Lloyd's List. ^ 

“ It should prove a valuable book of referenco^o 
who are interested in the petroleum industry. * 

World. . r i chapter 

“ It contains an extremely concise and use u 
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on the characteristics, occurrences, mining, refining and 
uses of petroleum. The rest of the book describes the 
sources of supply of petroleum, and is very comprehensive 
in its information.” — Chemical , Engineering and Mining 
Review. 

“ It is particularly gratifying to find that one of the 
few British publications on petroleum treats of the subject 
in a manner which leaves very little to be desired.” — 
Mining Magazine . 


Silver Ores 

“ Mr. Cronshaw’s volume is necessarily of a technical 
nature, but its contents are all the more valuable on that 
account, and the many tables of statistics should be of 
considerable use for reference.” — Lloyd's List . 

“ A masterly treatise upon the world's silver-producing 
centres. The monograph, in a word, is very complete on 
the silver question, and will deservedly be popular amongst 
miners and metallurgists .” — Mining World. 

' 1 It consists largely of a resume of the available informa- 
tion on the subject and will be found invaluable as a book 
of reference .” — Mining and Scientific Press . 


Oil Shales 


“A valuable monograph.” — Statist . 

” A most useful resumd of oil shales affairs throughout 
the world. We doubt if, for instance, all the information 
("oncoming oil shale in England, Scotland and Ireland has 
ever appeared together in one volume before. As a 
concise guide to the world’s oil shale fields it is admirable.” 
—Petroleum World. 


A concise account of the oil shale deposits throughout 
the world.”- Spectator. 

“ We welcome Dr. Cronshaw's latest work not so much 
as a contribution to oil-shale literature, but rather as 
a significant indication of the far-reaching developments to 
jc expected when these deposits become better known and 
more closely investigated. 1 ’—Mining Magazine ; 

t 4 w clcome and useful addition to the series of 
i-h/^ na * ns titute monographs. A general account of 
d e n ’ rw-i" cnee 0 f oil shales throughout the world is con- 
rL * . , rorn the literature in a minimum of space.” — 
^nemcai and Metallurgical Engineering. 

bv as , a recorc * attempts to locate such shales 

°y boring m England.” — Nature. 



288 BULLETIN OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 
Molybdenum Ores 

“ Dr. Rastall’s work may be regarded as an essential 
item in the library of an iron and steel manufacturer 
Journal of the Royal Society of Arts. 

“ Dr. Rastallhas performed his task with great ability 
and has put together a considerable amount of information 
which has been collected from scattered sources, a 
comprehensive summary of great clearness. The biblio 
graphy is most useful." — Mining Magazine . 

" This publication supplies in a collected form most of 
the information available in regard to this mineral.”— 
Mining Journal. 

“ May we have two copies of your report on 
Molybdenum, please ? The copy you so generously sent 
has been in such constant use that it is quite worn 
already, and the demand for a second copy makes it very 
desirable that we have two new copies. 

“ If you can comply with this request we will be very 
grateful." — Department of Mines, Canada. 

Copper Ores 

11 A very welcome book, and gives in a concise form 
particulars regarding deposits in every part of the world. 
It has many excellent charts and tables, and is supple- 
mented by a world map of copper deposits. It should 
be of very great interest to all connected with the metal 
trades, as well as others who use, even to a small extent, 
copper in their manufacture." — - Raw Materials Review . 

“ A comprehensive and well-proportioned survey of 
what is known about the distribution of copper ores.”— 
Scotsman. 

u A digested survey of the world’s copper ore resources, 
having also a special chapter on the occurrence and 
character of the ores, refinery methods, and the uses of 
the finished metal.” — British Trade Review. 

Mercury Ores 

” The pamphlet enters very fully into the sources of 
supply of mercury ores, which have been discovered in 
various parts of the Empire. There are also copious 
notes on discoveries which have been made in foreign 
countries. "—Mining World. 

“ Mr. Halse deals very elaborately with the subject^ 
mercury ores and covers an extensive ground.’ ’ Inw® 
Engineering . 
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“ This important work . . . will be found extremely 
useful. The work contains a general survey of the 
occurrences and commercial utilisation of the more im- 
portant minerals . ’ ’ — Financier. 

Map and Diagrams of Metal Resources ( Second Edition) 

“ A publication invaluable both for reference and 
educational purposes is * The Imperial Institute Map of the 
Chief Sources of Metals of the British Empire.’ The map 
is certainly the handiest and most up-to-date publication 
of its kind which has appeared of late years.” — African 
World. 

“ To those interested in mining and metallurgy this map, 
which has been most carefully and artistically drawn, will 
prove a very valuable addition to the usual works of 
reference.” — Financial News . 

“ The map and diagrams should prove of much value, 
particularly in the teaching of commercial geography.” — 
Times Trade Supplement . 

u The map gives at a glance a large amount of useful 
information on the subject.” — Engineering. 

“It is executed on a bold scale with a view to its 
utilisation as a wall-map for reference and educational 
purposes.” — Nature . 

“ C’est un instrument precieuse, pour l’enseignement 
de la geographic commerciale.” — La Geographic. 




reports of recent investigations at 

THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 


The following summaries have been prepared from a selection 
oj the Reports made by the Director of the Imperial 
Institute to the Dominion , Colonial and Indian Govern- 
ments. 


INVESTIGATIONS OF THE QUALITY OF PLANTA- 
TION RUBBER CONDUCTED UNDER THE 
CEYLON RUBBER RESEARCH SCHEME, 
PART V. 

The present article is in continuation of previous Reports 
published in this Bulletin (1916, 14 , 495 ; 1918, 16 , 
409 ; 1920, 18 , 1 ; 1922, 20, 431), dealing with the results 
of mechanical and vulcanisation tests and the chemical 
examination of rubber prepared in connection with the 
Ceylon Rubber Research Scheme. The following account 
deals with the remainder of the samples prepared in 
Ceylon and gives a summary of the principal conclusions 
to be drawn from the whole of the work. 


Series X 
Sections 1 to 5 

The thirty-three samples of rubber included in Sections 
1 to 5 of Series X were prepared in Ceylon in order to 
study the effect of allowing the coagulum to mature for 
different periods before crepeing, and in most of the sam- 
ples alkaline creosote solution was added to the latex 
before coagulation. 
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The estate on which the samples were prepared is not 
named, nor is it stated whether the coagulum was allowed 
to mature in or out of the serum. In a previous set of 
samples (Series VIII, Section 2, this Bulletin, 1922, 20 
444) the coagulum was matured in the serum and it is 
presumed that the same procedure was adopted in these 
experiments. 

The following are the details relating to the preparation 
of these samples and the results of their examination : 


Section 1.— Effect 0 ! allowing the Coagulum to mature for Varying 
Periods before Crepeing. No Creosote added to Latex 



Results of Examination 




Time of 

Tensile 

Elonga- 

Pennants: 

No. 

vulcanisation. 

strength. 

tion. 

set. 



Mins. 

It. per sq. in. 

Per cent. 

Per unt. 

438 

Control sheet 

70 

2,310 

884 

2-6 

439 

Creped day after coagulation 103 

2.430 

890 

2 T 

440 

Craped three days after co- 






agulation 

73 

2.450 

886 

2*1 

441 

Cr£ped five days after coagu- 






lation .... 

60 

2,440 

882 

2 '5 

442 

CrSped seven days after 






coagulation 

63 

2,390 

880 

27 

443 

Craped nine days after coagu- 






Lation .... 

55 

2.490 

898 

27 

444 

CrSped eleven days after 






coagulation 

53 

2,400 

898 

2-3 


Remarks 

The samples in this section represent the coagulum 
creped at varying intervals of time after coagulation, no 
creosote having been added to the latex. 

Samples No. 438 (the control sheet) and 439 (creped 
the day after coagulation) show the usual difference 
between crepe and sheet as regards time of cure, but in 
this instance the crepe has a better tensile strength than 
the control sheet, which is not usually the case. 

A comparison of the results obtained with the crepe 

samples Nos. 439-44 shows that by allowing the coagulum 

to mature for varying periods before crepeing the time 
of cure is progressively decreased the longer the coagulum 
is left, the quickest time of cure being that of the crepe 
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made 1 1 days after coagulation. The latter sample 
cured much more quickly than the control sheet, viz. 53 
minutes as against 70 minutes. 

By allowing the coagulum to mature before cr£peing 
the mechanical properties appear to have been improved. 
The figures are approximately the same for all the samples 
of crepe and are somewhat higher than those given by 
the control sheet. 


Section 2 — Effect of allowing the Coagulum to mature for Varying 
Periods before Crepeing. Creosote added to Latex 


Results of Examination 



Time of 

Tensile 

Elonga- 

Permanent 

No. 

vulcanisation. 

strength. 

tion. 

set. 



Mini. lb. per sq. in. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

445 

Control sheet 

70 

z>34° 

88l 

3’3 

44O 

Craped day after coagulation 

85 

2 > 47 ° 

895 

2-0 

447 

Creped three days after co- 






agulation 

72 

2,410 

883 

2*4 

448 

Crgped five days after coagu- 





lation .... 

52 

2,440 

89S 

2*2 

449 

Craped seven days after co- 






agulation 

65 

2,390 

891 

2*3 

450 

Craped nine days after coagu- 





lation .... 

66 

2,410 

860 

2*9 


Remarks 





This section is a repetition of Section 1, but in this 
case creosote was added to the latex before coagulation. 

The results are similar to those in Section 1. The 
maturing of the coagulum leads to a reduction in the time 
required for vulcanisation, and the matured crepes are 
again stronger than the control sheet. 

The most remarkable feature of the results is that the 
crepe (No. 446) prepared the day after the coagulation 
of the latex should cure in so short a time as 85 
minutes, This is only 1 5 minutes longer than the control 
sheet. 

Instead of a steady decrease in the vulcanisation time 
as the period of maturing increases, it will be seen that 
t e vulcanisation time is at a minimum 5 days after 
coagulation, and then increases in the case of the samples 
matured for ; and 9 days. 
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Section 3,— Effect of allowing Coagulum to mature for Varvi 
Periods before Crepeing (Creosote being added to Latex)^ 
also of blocking the Wet Crepe 1 

Results of Examination 

Time of Tensile Elcmg*. 

No. vulcanisation. strength. tion. 

Mins. lb. per sq. in. p t r cent 

451 Control sheet . . -83 2,320 880 

452 Creped day after coagulation 112 2,380 878 

453 Creped three days after 

coagulation . . . 100 2,350 884 

454 Craped five days after coagu- 

lation . . . .73 2,430 895 

455 Craped seven days after 

coagulation . . • 65 2,470 887 

456 Creped nine days after coagu- 

lation . . . *58 2 ,450 904 

457 Creped eleven days after 

coagulation . . .61 2,450 884 

458 Portion of No. 452 blocked 

immediately after crepeing 67 2.440 877 

459 Portion of No. 452 blocked 

one day after crSpeing . 65 2,440 891 

Remarks 

The crepe No. 452 prepared on the day after coagula- 
tion of the latex shows the usual longer time of cure as 
compared with the control sheet, but no difference in 
mechanical properties. 

Allowing the coagulum to mature for 3 days before 
crepeing has not lessened the time of cure sharply as it 
did in Sections 1 and 2, and the time of cure remains 
high. Longer maturing of the coagulum before crepeing 
greatly reduces the time of cure, but not quite to such an 
extent as in the previous sections. 

The mechanical properties of the matured crepe, 
especially after five days’ maturation and longer, are 
superior to those of the control sheet. 

In Experiment 458 a portion of the coagulum was 
converted into crepe the day after coagulation and was 
blocked immediately afterwards. In Experiment 4 59 
another portion of the same crepe was blocked one day 
after crepeing. The two samples have practically the 
same rate of cure and the same mechanical properties, 
The mechanical properties are better than those of the 


PcnBaaem 

sst. 

Ptr tent. 

*‘3 

2-2 

2-6 

2-0 

2-6 

3-o 


2-6 
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crepe from which they were made (No. 4S2) and the time 
of vulcanisation is much less, being even less than that of 
the control sheet. These results indicate that if crepe 
made in the usual way is blocked on the day after coagu- 
lation without drying, a rubber is obtained which will 
cure more quickly and have better mechanical properties 
than if converted into sheet. In previous experiments, 
Series I and II, Section 16, it was also found that blocking 
wet crepe greatly reduced the time of cure and improved 
the tensile strength (cf. this Bulletin, 1916, 14, 555). 

Section 4 —Effect of preparing Rubber in Wet Blocks (from Sheet 
and Crepe) and in Thin and Thick Slab (Creosote being added 
to Latex) 


Results of Examination 


No. 

Time of 
vulcanisation. 

Tensile 

strength. 

Elonga- 

tion. 

Permanent 

set. 

460 

Control sheet 

Mins. lb. 

69 

per sq. in. 
2,420 

Per cent. 

890 

Per cent. 

3 ' 1 

461 

Sheet .... 

77 

2,31° 

874 

3-0 

462 

Sheet, blocked whilst wet 

55 

2,600 

893 

2-5 

•03 

Coagulated in thin layers. 
Not machined. (Thin slab) 

75 

2,300 

870 

3*0 

464 

Coagulated in thick layers. 
Not machined. (Thick slab) 

53 

2,500 

892 

2’3 

465 

Creped .... 

no 

2,310 

882 

3*0 

466 

Crfiped and blocked immedi- 
ately .... 

73 

2,430 

876 

24 


Remarks 

In the preparation of the samples in this section 
creosote was added to the latex and the coagulum was 
converted into sheet, slab and crepe. 

Comparing the samples of sheet Nos. 460 and 461, 
the addition of creosote is seen to have increased some- 
what the time of cure and to have slightly lowered the 
tensile strength. 

In Experiment 462 the sheet was blocked whilst wet, 
and the resulting rubber has a shorter time of cure and 
better mechanical properties than the control sheet. 

Sample No. 463 was a thin slab, and had practically 
the same time of cure and mechanical properties as 
sheet No. 461, creosote being present in both cases. 

Sample No. 464 (thick slab) shows, however, a decided 
difference from the previous samples. The time of cure 
is shortened and the mechanical properties improved, 
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the tensile strength being almost as high as that of the 
wet blocked sheet. 

Sample No. 465 consisted of cr£pe made in the usual 
fashion. The time of cure is as usual high, twice that of 
the thick slab, and the tensile strength somewhat lower 
In sample No. 466 the effect of blocking the crepe 
(without drying) has been to give a low time of cure 
below that of sheet No. 461, and the mechanical proper- 
ties are distinctly superior to those of the latter sample 
This is a confirmation of the results obtained in Section 3 
with regard to the effect of blocking wet crepe. 

Section 5 .— Effect of allowing Coagulum to mature for Varying 
Periods before Crepeing. No Creosote added to Latex 



Results of Examination 




Time of 

Tensile 

Elonga- 

Permanent 

No. 

vulcanisation. 

strength. 

tion. 

set. 


Mins. 

lb. per sq. in. 

Per cent. 

Per uni. 

467 

Control sheet . . .75 

2,280 

879 

3'3 

468 

Coagulum creped after two 





days . . . .112 

2,620 

894 

-‘5 

469 

Coagulum craped after four 





days .... 100 

2,520 

878 

27 

470 

Coagulum erftped after eight 





days . . . .88 

2,500 

887 

Z'6 


Remarks 


In this section the coagulum was creped after matur- 
ing for 2, 4 and 8 days. The crepe made after 2 days 
cures in about the average time for crepe rubber ; that 
made after 4 days cures somewhat more quickly ; and 
that after 8 days more quickly still, but the time of cure 
even of the rubber creped after 8 days is longer than for 
the control sheet. The tensile strength of the vulcanised 
rubber in all three samples of crepe is unusually high and 
well above that of the control sheet. 

General Remarks on Sections 1-5 
The curves given in Fig. 1 show the time the coagulum 
was allowed to mature before crepeing plotted against 
the time of cure of the cr£pe. They show that the maturing 
of the coagulum is a very irregular process, and that, as 
judged by the rate of cure, it may proceed quickly or 
slowly. Each of the four curves, however, shows t e 
same general tendency for the vulcanisation time 0 
decrease as the period of maturing is increased ; but 1 
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significant that in the samples craped the day after 
coagulation the vulcanisation times vary from 85 to 
1 12 minutes, and in those crAped after maturing for 8 days 
the vulcanisation times vary from 59 to 88 minutes. 
The variation, instead of decreasing, has increased. 

On the other hand, samples of crepe blocked while 
wet have a very constant time of cure and very good 
mechanical properties. Altogether six samples of wet 
block crepe have been prepared on four different occasions, 



Curve AB represents results given by samples in Series X, Section t. 

„ CD „ „ „ „ X, „ 2. 

EF „ X, „ 3. 

„ GH „ X, „ 5. 

Curves AB and GH are for noq-creosoted rubbers. 

„ CD „ EF are iorcreosoted rubbers. 

and the maximum variation in vulcanisation time has been 
65 to 73 minutes, while the tensile strength has always 
fallen between 2,420 lb, and 2,510 lb. per sq. in. 

The good tensile strength obtained in this series of 
experiments with erdpe from matured coagulum is not in 
accordance with the results obtained with previous 
samples prepared at Gikiyanakande (Series IX, Section 2, 
this Bulletin, 1922, 20, 447), where the highest ten- 
sile strength out of eight samples was 2,250 lb. per 
sq. in., and the lowest 2,110 lb. per sq. in,, and where 
it was significant that the coagulum which had matured 
the longest gave the weakest rubber. 
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The general conclusion from these experiments is that 
crepe prepared from matured coagulum cures more rapidly 
than ordinary crepe, but that the results are irregular, both 
as regards time of cure and tensile strength. 


Series X 

Sections 6 to 11 

The twenty-five samples of rubber included in Sections 
6 to ii of Series X were prepared in order to determine 
the effect of adding increasing amounts of caustic soda 
solution to the latex before coagulating with acetic acid. 
It is presumed that, as in previous cases in which alkaline 
creosote solution was added to the latex, an increased 
amount of acetic acid was used in coagulating to com- 
pensate for the caustic soda present. 

The following are the details relating to the prepara- 
tion of these samples and the results of their examination: 


Section 6.— Effect of adding Caustic Soda to the Latex and allowing 
the Coagulum to mature for five days before Crepeing 


Results of Examination 



Time of 

Tensile 

Elonga- 

Permanent 

No. 

vulcanisation. 

strength. 

tion. 

set. 


Mins. 

lb. per sq. in. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

471 

47 2 

Control sheet 

Crepe. 200 c.c. of 10 per cent. 

So 

2,380 

884 

2-6 

caustic soda solution added 
to 2 litres of latex 

68 

2,l8o 

859 

4-0 


473 

Cr6pe. 400 c.c. of 10 per cent. 





caustic soda solution added 
to 2 litres of latex 

5 6 

1,980 

855 

Broke 



Section 7.— Effect o! adding Caustic Soda to 

the Latex 

and 


converting into Crepe 


No. 

474 

475 

476 


477 


Results of Examination 


Control sheet 

Cr£pe. 25 c.c. of 10 per cent, 
caustic soda solution added 
to 2 litres of latex . 

Cr6pe. 50 C.C. of 10 per cent, 
caustic soda solution added 
to 2 litres of latex . 

Crfepe. 100 c.c. of 10 per cent, 
caustic soda solution added 
to 2 litres of latex 


Time of 
vulcanisation. 
Mins. 

. 86 


ii3 


75 


Tensile 
strength. 
lb. per sq. in. 
2,410 

Elonga- 

tion. 

Per cent. 
870 

Permanent 

set. 

ptr (tnl. 

2'5 

2.510 

870 

2'9 

2,200 

871 

2-6 

2 - 34 ” 

878 

2-3 
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geeti 0 n 8.— Effect of adding Caustic Soda to the Latex and 
converting into Crepe 


Results of Examination 



Time of 

Tensile 

Elonga* 

Permanent 


vulcanisation. 

strength. 

tion. 

Set. 

$0. 

Mims. 

It per sq. in. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 


Control sheet 

80 

2,470 

875 

2-8 

4 / 3 
479 

Crepe. 25 c.c. 0^ oent. 

caustic soda solution added 






to 2 litres of latex . 

80 

2,500 

88l 

2-3 

4 So 

Cr£pe. 50 c.c. of 10 per cent 
caustic soda solution added 






to 2 litres of latex . 

8 3 

2,490 

880 

2-0 

481 

Crepe. 100 c.c. of 10 per cent. 





caustic soda solution added 






to 2 litres of latex . 

90 

2,310 

880 

3-1 


Section 9.— Effect of adding Caustic Soda to the Latex and allowing 
the Coagulum to mature for Two Days before Crepeing 

Results of Examination 



Time of 

Tensile 

Elonga- 

Permanent 

No. 

vulcanisation. 

strength. 

tion. 

set. 

Mim. 

lb. per sq. in. 

Per cent. 

Per cent . 

482 

483 

Control sheet . . • 7 8 

Cr&pe. 50 c.c. of 10 per cent, 
caustic soda solution added 

2,480 

885 

i*9 


to 2 litres of latex. Creped 
2 days after adding acetic 

acid . . . .120 2,310 877 1*9 

484 Crepe. 75 c.c. of to per cent. 

caustic soda solution added 
to 2 litres of latex. Craped 
two days after adding acetic 

acid .... too 2,140 852 2*6 

485 Crgpe. too c.c. of io percent. 

caustic soda solution added 
to 2 litres of latex. CrSped 
two days after adding acetic 

acid , . . *77 2,380 885 2-6 

Section 10.— Effect of adding Caustic Soda to Latex and allowing 
Coagulum to mature One Day before Crepeing 


Results of Examination 


No. 

Time of 

Tensile 

Elonga- 

Permanent 

vulcanisation. 

strength. 

tion. 

set. 



Mims. 

lb. per sq. in. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

486 

Control. Medium brown sheet 

78 

2,460 

86G 

2-3 

487 

Crepe. 50 c.c. of 10 per cent. 




caustic soda solution added 






to 2 litres of latex, Cr€ped 
one day after coagulation , 

85 

1,990 

843 

30 

488 

Crepe. 100 c.c. of 10 per cent. 






caustic soda solution added 





489 

to 2 litres of latex, Creped 
one day after coagulation . 

108 

2,220 

873 

2-6 

Crepe. 200 c.c. of 10 percent. 






caustic soda solution added 
to 2 litres of latex. Craped 
one day after coagulation . 

80 

2,040 

864 

2-4 


2* 
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Section 11 —Effect o! adding Caustic Soda Solution to the L% 
and allowing Coagulum to mature Two Days before Crepeing 

Results of Examination 

Time of Tensile Elonga- Pe.rman» , 

vulcanisation. strength. tion. ^ ul 

Mins. lb. per sq. in. Per cent. fJn( 

490 Control. Medium brown 

sheet. Discoloured with 
darker patches and with 

mould .... So 2420 880 3>4 

491 CrSpe. 50 c.c. of 10 per cent. 

caustic soda solution added 
to 2 litres of latex. Coagu- 
lum creped two days after 

the addition of acetic acid 58 2 » 43 ° 888 31 

492 Crfepe. 100 c.c. of 10 per cent. 

caustic soda solution added 
to 2 litres of latex. Coagu- 
lum craped two days after 

the addition of acetic acid 91 2,340 875 27 

493 CrSpe. 200 c.c. of 10 per cent. 

caustic soda solution added 
to 2 litres of latex. Coagu- 
lum craped two days after 

the addition of acetic acid 108 1,820 817 3-8 


Along with the above samples, there were also sent for 
examination two single samples : 

No. 494. — Latex treated with caustic soda solution, 
dialysed and coagulated with acetic acid. There was not 
sufficient of this sample for testing. 

No. 495. — Creosoted roll. This sample had the follow- 
ing physical properties* Vulcanised in 50 minutes, 
tensile strength, 2,500 lb. per sq. in. ; elongation at break, 
884 per cent. ; and permanent set, 17 per cent. 


Remarks on Sections 6 to 1 1 
The outstanding feature of these results is their lack 
of consistency. For example, samples 476 and 480 were 
prepared in the same way, the same amount of caustic 
soda was added to the latex, and in neither case was t e 
coagulum matured, yet the former requires 14° nrinute^ 
for vulcanisation, while the latter requires 83 minutes. 

Unfortunately, in addition to variable amounts 0 
caustic soda being added, another complicating ac 
has been introduced. Some of the samples were a 
to mature in the serum for 1 day, some for 2 days, an 
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for 5 days. Only those samples which have been matured 
for the same period of time and in the preparation of which 
the same amount of caustic soda has been used, are 
comparable. The results, like those obtained for the 
unmatured samples, are inconsistent. The same condi- 
tions sometimes give rise to a very slow-curing rubber, 
and sometimes to a fast-curing rubber. For instance, 
samples 483 and 491 were both matured 2 days before 
crepeing, and in both cases the same amount of caustic 
soda was added to the latex, yet the former requires 
120 minutes for vulcanisation, while the latter only 
requires 58 minutes. 

It was found that the vulcanisation results could be 
correlated with the percentage of “ ash ” from the rubber. 
The higher the amount of “ ash,” the more quickly does 
the rubber vulcanise. Hence it may be concluded that 
the large variations in the time of vulcanisation of rubber 
prepared by adding caustic soda to the latex are due to the 
variable retention of varying amounts of sodium compounds 
in the rubber. The rubbers furnishing a low percentage of 
" ash,” and from which, therefore, the sodium compounds 
have been almost completely washed out, have an excep- 
tionally long time of cure. 

It is difficult to wash out completely the sodium com- 
pounds from rubber, and, as they are strong accelerators 
of vulcanisation, they are responsible for large variations 
in time of cure according to the amount left in the rubber 
after washing. 

The results show that the addition to latex of caustic 
soda in the proportions used in these experiments gives 
rise to rubber varying widely in vulcanising properties. 
Moreover nearly all the samples dealt with in this report 
were inclined to be “ tacky.” It is clear that this method 
of preparation should not be adopted, especially as the 
use of caustic soda is stated to affect adversely the keep- 
ing properties of the vulcanised rubber. 

Series XI 
Sections 1 to 4 

These rubbers were all prepared on the Gikiyanakande 
Estate, those in Sections 1 and 3 being prepared from the 
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young trees used for Series I experiments, and the samples 
in Sections 2 and 4 from the older trees used for Series II 
experiments (cf. this Bulletin, 1916, 14 , 498). The 
object of the experiments was to determine whether the 
chemical composition of the latex could be correlated 
with the composition and mechanical properties of the 
crepe and sheet rubbers prepared therefrom. It was 
stated that the analyses of the latex in Ceylon were carried 
out u under extraordinarily difficult conditions, for there 
is no laboratory on the estate on which these trees are 
growing, which contains apparatus and equipment neces- 
sary for analytical work of this nature. The initial steps 
of the analyses were carried out on the estate and the 
processes completed in the laboratory of the Government 
analyst in Colombo— forty miles away." 

The results of the analyses of the latex and serum were 
given as follows : 


Latex No. l 

1 

Latex. | 

Serum. 

Total solids. 

Dry rubber. 

Nitrogen. 

Total 

solids. 

Nitrogen. 

From, trees used for 1 
the Series I experi- j 
ments 

2 

3 

4 

u 

Per cent. 

38-4 

33*° 

38'5 

47' 1 
43-& 
444 

Per cent. 

34*o 

30*0 

34*° 

410 

38 0 
38-0 

Per cent. 

0-I 7 

0-20 

0-26 

0*l6 

0*20 

0-23 

Per cent. 

1-8 

1*5 

1*9 

2*2 

27 

2-1 

Ptr ant 

0-07 

0*05 

0-04 

o>o6 

0-04 

0-06 

From trees used for 
the Series II ex- - 
periments . 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

. 12 

10-i 

396 

43° 

34’° 

454 

33' 2 

36a 

360 

390 

30*7 

41-0 

29*5 

0-17 

0*17 

023 

021 

0*19 

0*20 

1-9 

2 0 

17 

1*9 

2*3 

1*5 

0-07 

0-07 

005 

0*04 

0-04 

0-02 


The rubbers prepared from these samples of latex uere 
tested at the Imperial Institute with the following resu ts 


496 

407 

498 

499 

500 

501 


Section 1 

Sheet from Latex No. 


Time of 

Tensile 

Elonga- 

Pennant 

se t. 

vulcanisation. 

strength. 

tion. 

Pet 

Mins. 

Ji. per tq. in. 

Ptr ct»i. 

. 60 

2,480 

888 

3' 1 

. 60 

2.350 

893 

3' 2 

• 55 

■ 43 
. 60 

2,270 

2.3 60 

2,2 30 

884 

889 

888 

3*4 

2-8 

3*o 

2*9 

. 64 

2,440 

893 




502 
5°3 
504 
5 ° 5 

506 

507 


50 3 
509 
5i° 

51 1 

5 12 

5!3 


5 M 

5*5 

516 

5^7 

518 

519 
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Time of 

Tensile 

Elonga- 

Permanent 

vulcanisation. 

strength. 

tion. 

set. 


Mins. 

lb. per s q . in. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Section 2 

Sheet from Latex No. 7 

75 

2 » 43 ° 

003 

3 1 

„ „ 8 

7 ° 

2.350 

88l 

2-7 

,! .. 9 

64 

2.430 

899 

29 

,, 10 

64 

2,390 

883 

29 

11 

78 

2,420 

888 

3 *° 

„ 12 

75 

2,300 

8 73 

2-9 

Section 3 

Cr6pe from Latex No. t 

95 

2,410 

883 

3-0 

• * .» 2 

103 

2,270 

889 

3*2 


106 

2,380 

886 

2-6 

M 1* H 4 

no 

2,270 

884 

2-8 


95 

2 . 37 ° 

890 

2-7 

!! !! 2 

108 

2,240 

882 

2*8 

Section 4 

Crepe from Latex No. 7 

108 

2,390 

885 

2*7 

„ 8 

. 126 

2,090 

876 

33 

, 1 .. 9 

. 125 

2,260 

888 

3 ‘* 

10 

. 120 

2,210 

886 

3 -° 

„ .. » 11 

. 125 

2,210 

886 

2*7 

» 12 

. 125 

2,220 

884 

30 


The samples were chemically analysed at the Imperial 
Institute after washing and drying, with the following 
results : 





Ash. 

Resin. 

Protein. 

Caoutchouc 




Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

No. 

Section 1 






496 

Sheet from Latex No. 

1 . 

0*30 

2*21 

2*38 

95*11 

497 

#f ,, „ 

2 . 

0*26 

1-95 

2* 4 I 

95 * 3 8 

498 

,, ,, ,, 

3 • 

o -33 

1*72 

2-19 

9576 

499 

,, ,, ,, 

4 • 

0-30 

2-33 

2*12 

95*25 

500 


5 * 

0-29 

1-92 

2 ’33 

95 ’ 4 6 

501 

Section 2 

6 . 

0-22 

i *77 

217 

95‘84 

502 

Sheet from Latex No. 

7 

0-25 

1-82 

205 

95‘ 8 7 

503 

it ,, » 

8 

0-25 

1 '67 

2*11 

95*97 

504 

,1 

9 

0*27 

i*66 

Z*98 

96*09 

505 

.. M ,, 

zo 

0*31 

1-84 

2-02 

95‘ 8 3 

506 

l» II It 

II 

0-26 

172 

2*13 

95*89 

507 

Section 3 

12 

o -35 

1*67 

2’25 

95*75 

508 

Crepe from Latex No. 

I 

032 

300 

2*34 

94*34 

509 

i» >■ 1, 

2 

0-26 

3-02 

2*35 

94*37 

510 


3 

027 

277 

214 

94-82 

5 ii 


4 

0*27 

2-90 

2-14 

94*82 

5 12 


5 

0-24 

277 

2*29 

9470 

513 

•• pi M 

6 

0-29 

2-69 

2*27 

94*75 
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Ash. Resin. 

Per cent. Per cent. 

Section 4 

INSTITUTE 

Protein. Caouti$ ollc 

Percent. Pet ^ ' 

5M 

Crepe from Latex No. 7 . 0 27 

274 

2-31 

94-68 

5i5 

„ ,, 8 . 0*29 

2-56 

1-94 

95-21 

516 

.. „ „ 9 • 0*25 

2-69 

2*00 

95‘06 

5i7 

„ ,, 10 . 0*22 

2*78 

2*19 

94-Si 

518 

„ 11 . 0-21 

2-59 

2-09 

95-H 

5i9 

.1 ,, ,, 12 . 0-27 

Remarks 

2*56 

2*12 

95-05 


The results of the mechanical and chemical tests at 
the Imperial Institute are summarised below for each 
section : 




Mechanical Tests 




Group of 

Form of 

Vulcanisation 

Tensile 

Elongation 

Permanent 

Section. trees. 

rubber. 

time. 

strength. 
lb. per sq. in. 

at break. 
Per cent. 

set. 

Per cent. 

I 

Series I trees . 

Sheet 

• 58 ±4 

2,360 ±60 

889 43 

3*1 ±<M 

3 

Series I trees . 

Crepe 

• 103 4:5 

2,320 ±60 

88643 

2-940-: 

2 

Series II trees. 

Sheet 

. 72 ±4 

2,390 4:40 

885 43 

2-9 iO- 2 

4 

Series II trees. 

CrSpe 

. 122 ±5 

2,230 46° 

88443 

3-0 40-2 


It will be noted that the sheet and crepe rubbers 
from Series II trees (the older trees) take distinctly longer 
to vulcanise than the sheet and crepe from Series I 
trees. The average time of vulcanisation of sheet rubber 
from Series II trees taken over an extended period has 
been found to be 73 minutes, and from Series I trees 66 
minutes. These new results confirm the conclusion previ- 
ously arrived at that even when a standard method of 
preparation is used, different groups of trees will yield 
rubbers curing at different rates. It also seems probable 
that a set of trees which furnish slow-curing sheet will 
also give slow-curing crepe, and when a group of trees 
produce quick-curing sheet, they will also give quick- 
curing crepe. It is of interest to note that t 

difference in the times of cure of the two sets of sheet 
rubbers is 14 minutes, or 24 per cent., while the difference 
in the times of cure of the two sets of crepe rub ers is 
19 minutes, or 1 8 per cent. The variation in time of cure 
of crepe rubber is therefore less than that of sheet. 

So far only the variations found in rubbers prepa 
from different groups of trees have been 
When the results obtained for rubbers prepare 
same group of trees, but on different occasions, are ex 
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the above conclusions are only partly correct. The 
summarised results of the mechanical tests show that the 
average variations in time of vulcanisation of the crepe 
rubbers is ± 5 minutes, and of the sheet rubbers £ 4 
minutes. For example, if all the sheet rubbers in Section 1 
had been cured for 58 minutes, the average error in cure 
would have been 4 minutes, or 7 per cent. ; whereas if 
all the crepe rubbers in Section 3 had been cured for 
103 minutes, the average error would have been 5 minutes, 
or s per cent. It may therefore be concluded that there is 



Latex Groups 

Fig, 2 . — Time of vulcanisation of sheet and crepe rubbers from 
the same latex, 

Curvji A. F5 reprints cr€pe rubber from Series II trees.. 

„ A'B' „ sheet „ ,, „ II „ 

„ CD ,, cr€pe ,, ,, „ I „ 

„ C’D' „ sheet ,, ,, „ I ,, 

less variation in the time of cure of crepe rubbers prepared 
from the same group of trees on different occasions than 
there is in the corresponding sheet. The results, how- 
ever, do not indicate that latex obtained from one group 
of trees on different occasions will give rise to slow- or fast- 
curing cr&pe rubbers corresponding with slow- or fast- 
curing sheet rubbers. This point is brought out very 
clearly in the accompanying graph (Fig. 2). The times 
of vulcanisation are shown for sheet and crepe from each 
group of latex. The sheet and crepe rubbers from 
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Series II trees take longer to cure than the sheet and cr£p e 
from Series I trees, but there is no relation between the 
variation in time of vulcanisation of sheet and crepe 
from the same group of trees. 

It is of interest to compare the amounts of protein 
in the latex with the amounts present in the dry rubber. 
The figures are given in the following table, the percen- 
tages being expressed in each case on the dry rubber: 


Latex groups. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Average. 

Series I trees 
Protein in latex . 


4-2 

4.8 

24 

33 

3*8 

3*6 ±07 

Protein in dry- 
sheet rubber . 

238 

2-41 

2-19 

2*12 

2*33 

2-17 

2-27 ±0-09 

Protein in dry 
crepe rubber . 

234 

2' 35 

214 

2*14 

2*29 

2-27 

2-26 £o-o& 

Series II trees 
Protein in latex . 

2*9 

2*9 

37 

43 

2*7 

4*3 

3*5 ±0-6 

Protein in dry 
sheet rubber . 

2*05 

2*11 

198 

2*02 

2-13 

2*25 

2-09 ±0-07 

Protein in dry 
crepe rubber . 

231 

x '94 

2-00 

2*19 

2-09 

2*12 

2*11 ±0-11 


It will be seen from the results of the analysis of the 
samples of latex and serum (p. 302) that on coagulating 
the rubber the coagulum contains the bulk of the nitrogen. 
The above results show that the dry rubber usually con- 
tains much less protein than was originally present in the 
latex. There is therefore a considerable loss of protein 
in converting the coagulum into dry rubber. 

The relation between the amounts of protein in the 
latex and in the dry rubber is shown graphically in Fig. 3. 
One of the two sets of curves represents the latex and 
rubber from the young trees used in Series I experiments, 
and the other the latex and rubber from the older trees 
used in Series II experiments. In every case the pro- 
tein is expressed as a percentage of the dry rubber. The 
graphs show clearly the wide variations in the amounts 0 
protein in the latex ; the very much smaller variation in 
the protein in the dry washed rubber ; and the remark- 
able differences between the quantity of protein in t»e 
latex and that retained in the dry washed rubber. 

The amounts of protein in corresponding samples ° 
sheet and crepe are in many cases almost identical, w 
indicates that differences in the mechanical treatment 0 
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the coagulum and time of drying have little influence on 
t he amount of protein in the rubber. 

It is known that rubber may lose nitrogen compounds 
in three ways : 

(1) First by the squeezing out of serum from the 
coagulum. This only results in a small loss of protein, 
amfis possibly slightly larger for crepe than for sheet. 

(2) The second loss occurs during the drying of the 



Fig. 3. — Relation between the quantity of protein in the latex 
and in the corresponding dry rubber. 

The upper continuous, line in each series represents the amount of protein in 
the late* ; the lower continuous line, the amount in the dry rubber and 
the dotted line the amount in. erfipe rubber. 

machined coagulum. This is a large loss, and appears to 
go on until the rubber contains a definite amount of 
protein, which is independent of whether the rubber is in 
sheet or crepe form. 

(3) The third loss of nitrogen compounds occurs during 
the washing of the commercial rubber. This loss, how- 
ever, is only small. 

The view has been put forward that the time of 
vulcanisation depends largely on the nature and the 
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amounts of some of the proteins present in the rubber 
If this is so, it follows that the protein in these sample; 
of sheet and crepe must differ in character, since they are 
about equal in quantity. 

This alteration in the nature of the protein can only 
occur during the drying process. Hence during the drying 
of the machined coagulum two sets of changes appear to 
take place ; one resulting in a loss of nitrogenous pro. 
ducts, very similar in amount for crepe and sheet, and the 
other producing a difference in the character of the 
protein. 

Attempts have been made to correlate the times of 
cure with the results of the various analyses, but without 
success. 

The examination of these samples has given interest- 
ing results, and it is desirable that the experiments should 
be continued in Ceylon in order that the various problems 
dealt with in this report may be further investigated. 

Summary of the Principal Results so far obtained 
from Investigations conducted at the Imperial 
Institute under the Ceylon Rubber Research 
Scheme 

In the course of the work carried out at the Imperial 
Institute in connection with the Ceylon Rubber Research 
Scheme, over five hundred specially prepared samples of 
rubber have been examined in order to determine their 
vulcanising and mechanical properties. In many cases 
the chemical composition of the rubber has also been 
determined. The principal questions investigated and the 
main conclusions to be drawn from the results are sum- 
marised in the following account. The figures quoted 
represent the average results obtained for all the samples 
examined in each group. In some experiments the results 
were irregular, and in these cases the general tendency 
has been indicated. 

(i) The Preparation of Sheet Rubber by a Standard Method 

More than ninety samples of sheet rubber were prepared 
by a standard method under competent supervision on 
several estates. The rubber from some estates almost 
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invariably vulcanised quickly, while that from others 
vulcanised slowly. 

The average variation in the average time of vulcanisa- 
tion of the rubber from different estates was 14 per cent. 
The average variation in the time of vulcanisation of the 
rubber from one group of trees was 8 per cent. The 
maximum variation in time of vulcanisation of the standard 
sheet rubber for the whole of the experiments was 100 per 
cent. 

The average time of vulcanisation of standard sheet 
from 1 o-y ear-old trees was 14 per cent, less than the 
average time of vulcanisation of sheet from 16 to 20- 
year-old trees on the same estate. 

A seasonal variation in the vulcanisation properties of 
the rubber could not be definitely traced, but the data 
available indicated that the rubber prepared between 
April and July vulcanised more slowly than that prepared 
during the remainder of the year. The time of vulcanisa- 
tion could not be correlated with the amount of dry rubber 
in the latex, nor with the amounts of resin, protein or 
moisture present in the rubber. 

The tensile strength of the samples was fairly uniform. 
The variations were irregular. 


(2) Methods of Coagulation and Additions to the Latex . 

Spontaneous Coagulation 

Sheet rubber, prepared from coagulum which had been 
allowed to develop spontaneously in the latex, was found 
to vulcanise in 23 per cent. less time than the correspond- 
ing sheet coagulated with acetic acid (four sets of experi- 
ments). Similarly, spontaneously coagulated rubber in 
the form of crepe required 25 per cent, less time to 
vulcanise than cr£pe coagulated with acetic acid. The 
times of vulcanisation of the spontaneously coagulated 
rubbers 4 were irregular. 

Two samples of spontaneously coagulated rubber were 
collected in two dots. In each case the second clot took 
slightly longer to vulcanise than the first clot. 

Acid Coagulation . — Five series of experiments were 
made comparing the following acids as coagulants : 
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acetic, formic, lactic, sulphuric and hydrofluoric. Excess 
of acid was found to increase the time of vulcanisation, 
and in some cases to reduce the strength of the vulcanised 
rubber. Acetic acid was found to be the most suitable 
coagulant, since an excess of it had the least effect on the 
time of vulcanisation and the strength of the rubber. 

Two lots of crepe rubber and two lots of sheet rubber 
were prepared by coagulating hot latex with acetic acid. 
The time of vulcanisation of the sheet rubber was increased 
by 28 per cent., and of the cr£pe rubber by 2 per cent. 

Evaporation of Latex in Vacuo . — Rubber prepared by 
the evaporation of the latex in the vacuum drier vul- 
canised more quickly than any other sample. 

Addition of Preservatives to the Latex . — The addition 
of ammonia or sodium sulphite to the latex in a quantity 
sufficient to prevent spontaneous coagulation for 24 hours 
was found, as the result of two sets of experiments, to 
increase the time of vulcanisation by 10 per cent. The 
addition of formaldehyde to the latex increased the time 
of vulcanisation, the effect produced being dependent 
on the amount of formaldehyde used. The presence of 
o-o 1 per cent, of formaldehyde in latex increased the 
time of vulcanisation by 18 per cent. The strength of 
the rubber was not affected by these preservatives. 

The addition of commercial sodium bisulphite to the 
latex did not have an appreciable effect on the vulcanisa- 
tion properties of the lesulting rubber. 

A large number of experiments were made in which 
alkaline creosote solution was added to the latex. The 
results were very irregular. In the quantities tried the 
addition of creosote was not found to have a marked 
effect on the vulcanisation properties of the resulting 

rubber. . f ,• 

Addition of Caustic Soda . — The addition of cau 
soda in large quantities to the latex was found to produce 
a rubber with a tendency to become “ tacky, 
sodium compounds were left in the rubber it vu canise ^ 
quickly. It was difficult to wash out the sodium co 
pounds completely, but when this was done the™ , 
vulcanised very slowly. The addition of caus IC 
to the latex would cause serious irregularities in 
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required for vulcanisation, and is stated to affect adversely 
the keeping properties of the vulcanised rubber. 

Dilution of Latex . — Three sets of experiments were 
tried in which latex was diluted with varying amounts 
of water. The results showed that if latex be diluted to 
five or six times its volume the time of vulcanisation of 
the rubber is increased by about 5 per cent. 

( 3 ) The Mechanical Treatment of the Coagulant 

As the result of seven series of experiments, it was 
found that machine sheet takes 40 per cent, longer to 
vulcanise than hand-pressed sheet ; that thick crepe 
takes 15 per cent, longer to vulcanise than machine 
sheet ; and that thin crepe takes 12 per cent, longer 
to vulcanise than thick crepe. The more slowly vulcanis- 
ing rubbers were not so strong as those which vulcanised 
quickly. 

Passing the coagulum through rollers thirty-five to 
seventy times instead of four to five times increased the 
time of vulcanisation by 5 to 10 per cent. It had no 
effect on the tensile strength of the rubber. 

Twelve sets of experiments were made in which both 
sheet rubbers and crepe rubbers were prepared from the 
same latex. In spite of the different treatment to which 
they had been subjected, the rubbers contained almost 
identical amounts of protein. A rise or fall in the time 
of vulcanisation of the crepe rubber did not coincide with 
a rise or fall in the time of vulcanisation of the corre- 
sponding sheet rubber. 

(4) Maturing 

Seven sets of experiments were made at different 
times and on several estates, with and without the addition 
of alkaline creosote to the latex, in which the coagulum 
was allowed to remain in the serum for varying periods 
before crepeing. The results showed considerable varia- 
tion, but they definitely established the fact that maturing 
the coagulum in the serum decreases the time of vulcanisa- 
tion considerably, but does not reduce the variability. 

Four sets of experiments were made in which crepe 
rubber was blocked while still wet. This procedure 
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reduced the time of vulcanisation by 30 per cent., and 
the, rubber invariably had a h\<*h tensile strength. 
results were very constant. 

Numerous experiments were made on the rolling up 
of sheet rubber containing varying amounts of moisture 
These 41 wet M rubbers vulcanised much more quickly 
than the corresponding 44 dry ” samples. The extent to 
which the time of vulcanisation was reduced was found 
to be approximately proportional to the amount of mois- 
ture retained by the rubber. The wet rubbers contained 
more 44 resin ” than the corresponding dry rubbers, and 
the increase in this constituent was also proportional to 
the amount of moisture retained by the rubber. The wet 
rubbers were found to lose protein on washing, much more 
so than did the corresponding dry rubbers. The removal 
of protein by washing did not have much effect on the time 
required for vulcanisation. 

Whether the wet sheet was prepared by machining 
the coagulum once only and then rolling up, or whether 
it was machined five times and then rolled up, made no 
difference to the vulcanisation properties of the wet roll. 

(5) Methods of Drying 

It was found that the method of drying crepe rubber, 
viz. in hot air (125° F. to 140° F.), in vacuo (i30°F. to 
160 0 F.), or under atmospheric conditions (85° F. to 90° F.) 
made little difference to its vulcanising and mechanical 
properties. Drying rubber under tension had no appreci- 
able effect on its properties. 

(6) Smoking 

The effect of smoking rubber varied considerably on 
different estates. Sheet rubber dried in smoke alwa\> 
vulcanised more slowly than the corresponding sheet 
rubber dried in air. On one estate smoking doube 
the time of vulcanisation. On another it increased t e 
vulcanisation time by 40 per cent. On a third estate 
the increase amounted to only 20 per cent. The r ~ 
three days of smoking is generally sufficient to acc ^ 
for nearly half the total increase in time of vulcanisa w 
Smoked sheet rubber is a little weaker than plain s 
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rubber. The few experiments made on the smoking of 
crepe rubber indicate that the time of cure is thereby 

Byrne-cured atpt ^ xvknx. 

vulcanisation (10 to 30 per cent.) as compared with the 
control crepe. The results from the Byrne-cured sheet 
rubber were irregular and inconclusive. 

Samples of rubber prepared according to the Wickham 
process vulcanised quickly and were fairly strong. They 
contained about 10 per cent, of moisture, which probably 
accounted for their short time of vulcanisation. 

An attempt was made to prepare samples of rubber 
according to the Brazilian process. On arrival at the 
Imperial Institute the samples contained only about 
2 ‘S per cent, of moisture, and were thus much drier than 
Para rubber from Brazil. They gave good results, but, 
on account of the low percentages of moisture, were not 
strictly comparable with samples of fine hard Para. 

(7) Chemical Composition of Latex 

Twelve lots of latex were each converted into a sample 
of crdpe and sheet rubber. No relation could be dis- 
covered between the amount of protein in the latex and 
in the washed, dry rubber, nor between the amount of 
protein in the latex and the time required to vulcanise 
the corresponding samples of sheet and crSpe rubber. 
On coagulation, the bulk of the protein in the latex was 
retained by the coagulum, but much of this protein was 
lost during subsequent processes. 

(8) Scrap Rubber 

Scrap rubber was found to have a low tensile strength 
after vulcanisation. This inferiority was shown to be 
due chiefly to the presence of foreign matter consisting 
of sand and, to a lesser degree, bark. The tensile strength 
of these rubbers is improved by prolonged washing. 

APPENDIX 

Results of Trials of Ceylon Plantation Rubber 
for the Manufacture of Ebonite 

These samples of rubber were prepared under super- 
vision on an estate in Ceylon, and consisted of (1) wet 
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creosoted roll, (2) wet " slab,” (3) heavily smoked sheet, 
and (4) plain sheet (control). The samples were specially 
prepared at the request of the London Advisory Com- 
mittee in order that the suitability of these types of 
plantation rubber for the manufacture of ebonite under 
the Admiralty specification might be determined. 


Description 

(1) Wet creosoted roll. Weight 71 lb. 

Two large rolls composed of creosoted sheet from 
8 to l in. thick. The rolls were dark brown to black 
externally, and moist and white within ; some liquid 
was present between the layers of the rolls. 

(2) Wet “ slab.” Weight 62 \ lb. 

Slabs of rubber from | to f in. thick, dark brown to 
black externally, and white and moist within. 

(3) Heavily smoked sheet. Weight 56J lb. 

Smoked diamond sheet, about T V in. thick, and almost 

black. 

(4) Control sheet. Weight 53 lb. 

Smooth sheet, about 1 in. thick, and of dark brown 
colour. The central portions of the sheets were rnoist 
and opaque. 


Results of Examination 
(a) Chemical Examination 

The samples were analysed at the Imperial Institute, 
with the following results : 


Loss on 
washing. 
Per unt. 

(1) Wet creosoted roll . I 5'5 
{2) Wet slab . .14-2 

(3) Heavily smoked sheet 0-4 

(4) Plain sheet (control) . i-j 


Composition of washed and dried 
rubber. 


Caoutchouc. 

Resin. 

Protein. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

94-72 

3-58 

I.56 

96-04 

2-45 

1-25 

94 33 

3-38 

2-07 

95-24 

2*78 

1-78 


Ash. 
Ptr unt. 
0-14 
0 - 2 & 
0-22 
0 '20 


It will be seen that the washed and dried rub to 
showed some variation in the amounts of resin and p 
present, the percentages of resin ranging from 2 ' 4 > 
3-58 and of protein from 1*25 to 2*07. 

(b) Vulcanisation and Mechanical Tests ^ 

The rubbers were submitted to vulcanisation 
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mechanical tests at the Imperial Institute under the 
usual conditions, with the following results : 



Time of 

Tensile 

Elonga* 

Permanent 


vulcanisation. 

Strength. 

tion. 

set, 


Mins. 

lb. per sq. in. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

(j) Wet creosoted roll 
(: 2 ) Wet slab . 

( 3 ) Heavily smoked sheet. 

( 4 ) Plain sheet (control) , 

* 51 

2,390 

877 

2-8 

. 50 

2,530 

897 

2*7 

. 90 

2,340 

892 

2*6 

. 68 

2,470 

886 

2*9 


These results are in general agreement with those 
usually obtained with similar classes of rubber. The time 
of vulcanisation of the wet rubbers is shorter than that 
of the control sheet, whilst that of the smoked sheet is 
longer. The tensile strength is good in all cases, the best 
result, viz. 2,530 lb., being given by the wet slab rubber. 

(c) Ebonite Tests 

The North British Rubber Company kindly undertook 
to manufacture the rubber into ebonite, and the tests of 
the dielectric strength of the products were made at the 
National Physical Laboratory. The sheets of ebonite 
tested were each in. thick, and gave the following 
results : 

Dielectric strength, volts per mm. 

(1) Wet creosoted roll . . Withstood 125,000 volts for 20 seconds. 

(2) Wet slab . . , Withstood 125,000 volts for 1 minute. 

(3) Heavily smoked sheet . Withstood 125,000 volts for 2 minutes. 

Breakdown voltage, 161,000. 

(4) Plain sheet (control) . Withstood 125,000 volts for 15 seconds. 

The Admiralty specification requires that ebonite shall 
withstand a pressure of 125,000 volts per mm. under the 
prescribed conditions. 

The specimens of ebonite made from these plantation 
rubbers all passed the Admiralty test, the best result 
being given by that from the heavily smoked rubber. 
The latter rubber did not differ appreciably in composi- 
tion from the wet creosoted roll, so that it would appear 
that the heavy smoking may lead to a physical rather 
than a chemical difference in the rubber on which the 
superiority of the ebonite is dependent. 

The Committee are informed that in similar tests with 
commercial plantation rubber conducted by the North 

ntish Rubber Company ebonite made from a heavily 
Sm °ked sheet also gave the best results. 
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INDIAN ARTEMISIA AS A SOURCE OF 
SANTONIN 

Santonin, which is used widely as a vermifuge, is obtained 
commercially from the so-called wormseed, which consists 
of the unexpanded flower- heads of Artemisia maritima , 
var. Stechmanniana. Supplies of wormseed come almost 
entirely from Russian Turkestan and, owing to the mono- 
poly created in this product, santonin has risen greatly 
in price; in 1913 it was sold wholesale at about £5 per lb, 
but is now quoted at £36 per lb. Although there is no 
very great demand for the drug, it occupies a somewhat 
unique position in medicine as there is no satisfactory 
substitute for it, and for this reason it becomes of import- 
ance to discover new sources. With this end in view a 
species of Artemisia which occurs in Kashmir and neigh- 
bouring countries has been investigated. The plant was 
at first thought to be a form of Artemisia maritima, but 
it is now known to be a distinct species, A. brevifolia, 
Wallich. 

A sample, consisting of dried leaves and small steins 
of the plant with only a few flower heads, was received from 
Kashmir for examination at the Imperial Institute in May 
1922, whilst later in the year material collected at four 
different stages of growth was received. A representative 
portion of the first sample was found to contain 1 1*00 per 
cent, of moisture and 0-83 per cent, of santonin, equivalent 
to 0*93 per cent, expressed on the dry material. Com- 
mercial wormseed (consisting of flower heads only) usually 
contains from 2 to 3 per cent, of santonin, so that from the 
manufacturing point of view the yield from the present 
sample was rather low. 

The further samples examined were as follows : 

No. 1 . — “ Leaves and flower buds collected on July 8, 
1922, in Garez, Kashmir.” 

No. 2 . — “ Leaves, flower buds, etc., collected on 
July 36, 1922, in Garez, Kashmir.” 

No. 3.—“ Flower buds collected on July 26, 19 22 ' in 
Garez, Kashmir.” 

No. 4. — " Flower buds collected on August 7, 9 
in Garez Ilage, Kashmir.” 
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The samples consisted of greenish-grey dried plant 
tops* No. 1 was composed almost entirely of leaves and 
email stems with no definite appearance of flower buds, 
and No. 2 was generally similar but the flower buds were 
more developed. Nos, 3 and 4 contained a fair proportion 
of flower buds, which were more fully developed in No. 4 
than in No. 3. 

The material was chemically examined at the Imperial 
Institute with the following results : 

No. 1 No. 2 No. 3 No. 4 

Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 

Moisture n-o 7'4 9‘3 8-8 

Santonin, in material as received . . 0-82 1*21 0*97 1*64 

Santonin, expressed on the dry material 0*92 1*31 1-07 1*79 

The results show that in general the amount of santonin 
in the plant gradually increases with its growth up to the 
stage represented by Sample No. 4 collected on August 7, 
The fact that No. 3 contained a lower percentage of san- 
tonin than No. 2 is possibly attributable to the presence 
in No. 3 of a larger proportion of stalk. 

. Part of Sample No. 4 was separated into two portions, 
viz. : (1) flower-buds and leaves (83 per cent.) and {2) 
stalks (17 per cent.), and the santonin in each was deter- 
mined separately. The following results, which are 
expressed on the moisture-free material, were obtained : 

Santonin. 

Per cent. 

{1) Flower-buds and leaves . . . . , 1 *95 

(2) Stalks (thick stems excluded) .... 1*19 

It will be seen that the flower 'buds and leaves contain 
a distinctly higher proportion of santonin than the stalks, 
but it is noteworthy that the latter yield as much as i per 
cent, of santonin. If the stalks were excluded during 
collection it would be possible to obtain material contain- 
ing about 2 per cent, of santonin from plants at the stage 
of maturity represented by Sample No. 4. 

The results of examination of the present samples 
indicate that the percentage of santonin present increases 
with the development of the flower-buds. The best time 
to collect the material cannot, however, be definitely 
stated until specimens of the plant in a later stage of 
development have been examined. 
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Prof. H. G. Greenish and Miss C. E. Pearson, who 
examined the whole plant in 1921 , found it to contain 
per cent, of santonin ( Phartn . Journ 19-21, [4], 52, 2). 
This corresponds closely with the results obtained with 
the first sample examined at the Imperial Institute. 
In a subsequent paper (Greenish and Maplethorpe, Pkarm. 
Journ ., 1923 [4], 111 , 94), it was stated that from the ex- 
amination of a further sample it appeared that the leaves 
are the only part of the plant which contains santonin. 

Dr. J. L. Simonsen, in Journ . of Indian Industries and 
Labour (1921, 1, 539), records the results of examination 
of a series of specimens of the Kashmir plant, collected at 
various dates between July 9 and October 2, 1920. In 
this case it was found that the highest yield, viz. i-o 
per cent., was obtained from the youngest material and 
the lowest yield, 0-5 per cent., from the oldest. This 
result does not agree with those of the Imperial Institute 
investigation described above, but further work is necessary 
before final conclusions can be reached. 

Manufacturers considered that in view of the present 
high prices of santonin, it would be remunerative to ex- 
tract it from material containing as little as 0-9 per cent., 
and stated that if immediate supplies of material of 
this quality were obtainable they would be prepared to 
purchase a consignment. It is understood that a large 
quantity of material collected by the Kashmir Forest 
Department is now available for export. 


ESSENTIAL OIL OF ST1RLINGIA LA TIFOLIA 
FROM WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

In 1918 a sample of essential oil distilled in Western 
Australia from the plant Stirlingia latijolia was receive 
at the Imperial Institute. It was stated that t ie 01 
appeared to consist almost entirely of acetophenone an 
information was desired as to whether it would be o. 
commercial value. Acetophenone has remarkable sop 
rific properties and is employed in medicine under t e n 
of “ hypnone.” Hitherto all supplies have been P re l? 
synthetically, the only previous record of its occurr 
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. a natural oil being in the oil of gum labdanum (H. 
Masson, Compt. Rend, del' Acad. Sci 1912, 154 , 517). 

Stirlingia tali folia, Steud., is a small shrubby plant 
belonging to the Proteacese. It is stated to occur abun- 
dantly in the coastal plains of Western Australia from 
Geraldton in the north to the Busselton district in the 
south, so that ample supplies would be obtainable if it 
were desired to produce the oil on a commercial scale. 
The yield of oil obtained by the distillation of fresh plants 
with steam was 0*75 per cent., whilst young shoots gave 
a yield of i-o per cent. It is understood that the best 
results are obtained from material gathered during the 
period April to July. 

The oil received at the Imperial Institute was found 
to have the following constants compared with those of 
acetophenone : 

Stirlingia. latifolia oil. Acetophenone. 

Specific gravity at 1 5° C . . 1-0310 1-0329 

Boiling point .... I95°~205°C. 202® C. 

Optical rotation + 0*2° inactive 

The oil furnished a large yield of acetophenone-oxime 
(m.p. 58°-S9° C.), the identity of which was further proved 
by its conversion into acetanilide (m.p. 1 1 5 1 16 0 C.) by 
Beckmann’s reaction. 

These results confirm the report from Australia that the 
oil consists almost entirely of acetophenone. 

A supply of dried stems and leaves of the plant was 
subsequently received from Australia. On distillation 
with steam, the stems as received yielded 0*35 per cent, 
of a pale yellow volatile oil, which had the following con- 
stants, compared with those of the oil previously examined. 

Present Previous 

sample. sample of oil. 

Specific gravity at 15/15® C. . 1-0256 1-0310 

Boiling point .... 1 99^-20 5 ®C. i95°-2o5® C. 

(mostly 202 0 — 203®} 

Optical rotation aD . . nil. -f 0-2® 

The odour of the oil was less pleasant than that of the 
oil distilled from the fresh plant in Australia. It will, 
however, be seen that the constants are almost identical 
111 the two cases, and that, like the previous sample, 
the oil consisted almost entirely of acetophenone. 

It is to be observed that the yield of oil was very low, 
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viz. only 0*35 per cent., as compared with a reported 
yield of 0*75 per cent, from the fresh plant, and this 
indicates the possibility that a loss of oil took place during 
the drying of the plant. 

Apart from its use in medicine as a hypnotic, aceto- 
phenone has been employed in soap perfumery, and is 
stated to blend well with terpineol, coumarin, heliotropin, 
and perfumes of the lilac and new-mown-hay types. It was 
thought possible, therefore, that the Stirlingia oil would 
find a market for this purpose in place of pure aceto- 
phenone. 

As a result of commercial enquiries which were made 
by the Institute, it was ascertained that if the oil could be 
produced at a low enough price to enable it to be employed 
as a source of acetophenone in competition with that 
manufactured synthetically, it might be possible to market 
the oil in this country. It was stated, however, that 
acetophenone has not hitherto been used in very large 
quantities, and that firms are not prepared to experiment 
with a new product of this kind unless they can be assured 
of the possibility of obtaining regular supplies at definite 
prices. 

The question of finding a market for the Stirlingia oil 
in this country at the present time appears to depend (a) 
on the feasibility of offering it at about 5s. per lb., and 
(b) on the prospect of regular commercial supplies being 
obtainable. As, however, the plant only yields 075 per 
cent, of oil it hardly seems likely that at the price men- 
tioned it will be profitable to collect and distil it on a 
commercial scale. 
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AUSTRALIAN POTTERY CLAY. II 

lx this Bulletin (1921, 19 , 465) the results were given 
of an investigation, conducted at the Imperial Institute, 
on the suitability of a white clay from Bendigo, Victoria, 
f or the manufacture of porcelain and refractory bricks. 
It was shown that the clay, after washing to remove gritty 
matter, was suitable for the manufacture of white perme- 
able pottery, which could be glazed to yield a fine white 
earthenware, and could also be used, in admixture with 
''grog" 1 for the production of second-grade refractory 
bricks. It was pointed out that if it were proposed to use the 
clay in Australia for the manufacture of “ semi-porcelain ” 
or impermeable stoneware, it would be desirable to carry 
out further trials with the clay in conjunction with fels- 
pathic and siliceous materials available for the purpose. 
In accordance with this suggestion a supply of clay, 
felspar and quartz was forwarded to the Imperial Institute 
in October 1922, and the results of examination of the 
materials are given in the following pages. 


The clay received was greyish in colour, plastic, and 
practically free from grit, being superior in this respect 
to the material examined in 1921. It formed a very 
plastic mass when mixed with water. 

The felspar was pale pink in colour, and probably 
represented a soda microcline considerably altered (especi- 
ally along the cracks) and partially converted into china- 
stone. 

The quartz was massive and milky-white. 


Chemical Analysis 

Clay , — The results of chemical analysis of the clay as 
received are given in the following table, together with 
the corresponding figures obtained for the previous sample 
after washing (this Bulletin, 1921, 19 , 465) : 

1 Washed clay which has been fired to a temperature of about iGoo 0 C. 
aa ttien ground to pass a sieve having 20 meshes per linear inch. 
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Silica 

SiO t . 



Present 

sample. 

(as received). 
Per cent, 

‘ 59*70 

Alumina 

Al,O f . 



. 24*85 

Ferric oxide 

FeA . 



1-45 

Titanium dioxide TiO. , 



nil 

Lime 

CaO . 



nil 

Magnesia 

MgO . 



i *37 

Potash 

KjO . 



. 2*30 

Soda 

Na a O . 



i*66 

Loss on ignition. 




8*88 


Previous 
sample, 
(after washing 

Pet cent ' 

65*25 

22*16 


0*87 

0*59 

0*38 

0-82 


i*68 


0*42 

7-58 


It will be noticed from the above figures that the 
present material, as received, contained less silica and 
more alumina than the washed clay previously analysed 
and that the percentage of alkalis (potash and soda) wa; 
considerably higher. 

Felspar — The felspar, after being roughly freed from 
adherent matter with a hard brush, gave on analysis the 
following results : 


Per cent. 


Silica SiO s 65*34 

Alumina A 1 , 0 S 

Ferric oxide Fe, 0 8 . . . .0-47 

Titanium dioxide TiO, ...... nil 

Lime CaO ...... nil 

Magnesia MgO o-6o 

Potash K ,0 ...... 7*96 

Soda Na*0 4-44 

Loss on ignition . , . . . . .0*56 


Quartz . — The specimen of quartz remained white after 
being raised to a high temperature, and as it was evidently 
of high purity (thus consisting entirely of silica) no chemical 
analysis was considered necessary. 


Stoneware Trials 

On account of the high proportion of alkalis present 
the clay vitrified readily, and formed a dense impermeable 
body when raised to a suitable temperature. It could, 
therefore, be used for the production of stoneware without 
previous admixture with other materials. The colour 
of the product so obtained, however, was not good, audit 
may be desirable to produce a rather more siliceous body 
than that yielded by the clay alone, whilst the addition 
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of silica is also of advantage in extending the vitrification 
range of the clay. 

Experiments were, therefore, made at the Imperial 
Institute in order to determine the most suitable mixture 
to be employed for stoneware. The flint and felspar 
employed were ground in a ball-mill and passed through 
a sieve of 180 meshes to the linear inch. 

Vessels moulded from the following mixtures were 
raised gradually to a maximum temperature of about 
1320° C., at which they were maintained for a short time : 


i a 

Clay per cent. . ioo 80 

Felspar per cent. . — — 

Quartz per cent. . — . 20 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

70 

70 

60 

60 

50 

50 

* 

IO 

IO 

30 

30 

20 

30 

20 

30 

IO 

20 

30 


The approximate percentage composition 
mixtures after firing would be as follows : 


Silica 
A in miaa 

Alkalis 


Si0 8 
AIjO, 
/ Na,0\ 
IKjO / 


65-5 

27‘3 

2 

72*4 

21*8 

3 

75 * 
19*1 

4 

72*4 

21*1 

5 

75*9 

i8'4 

6 

69 ‘ 0 
22‘4 

7 

7*5 

1 97 

8 

75*9 

*7-7 

4*3 

3*4 

3-o 

4*3 

3*8 

6*3 

5*9 

4*7 


It will be seen that several of the mixtures are very 
mnlar m composition, and in fact the firing trials showed 
:nat there is not much difference in the quality of these 
tor the production of stoneware, although on the whole 
aos. 3 and 5 were the most satisfactory, 
nn be noticed that mixtures N os, 2 and 3 contained 
a ded felspar. The addition of this material to the 
7 a PP ear s to be desirable only in small amounts, in 

& . m ° re fUSible b ° dy and thus reduce the 
temperature reqmred for satisfactory firing. 

and cbe vesse * s made from mixtures Nos. 3 

from tL T n ? g WaS better t b an that of the vessel made 
reSiv!hT ay u al ° ne - Mixtures Nos - 7 and 8, containing 
fusible Anri percenta S es °f added felspar, proved unduly 
and sh ™ed a tendency to blister. 

by the “ trac ^ on and porosity (the latter being measured 
given below r ^ sor P^ on ) °f some of the fired bodies are 
3 
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Mixture. 

Shrinkage 
on air 
drying. 

Per cent. 

Additional 
shrinkage 
on firing. 

Per cent . 

Porosity 
(water 
absorption). 
Per cent . 

1 

. . 6-0 

7-o 

nil 

3 

. . 5-6 

7*4 

37 

5 • 

. . 6*o 

6-o 

o-35 


The porosity shown by mixtures Nos. 3 and 5 is not 
serious, and could be obviated by more prolonged firing or 
by covering the ware with a suitable glaze. Salt-glazing 
could be employed, in which case siliceous bodies such as 
Nos. 3 and 5 would be preferable to the more aluminous 
clay body No. 1. 

A calcareous felspathic glaze of the following composi- 
tion was tried at the Imperial Institute . 


Per cent. 


fClay 20 

Present J Felspar 28 

materials l Quartz 34 

Calcium carbonate ....... 16 


Magnesia ........ 2 

This glaze gave satisfactory results after firing at 
1320° C., as also did the same glaze rendered opaque by 
the addition of 10 per cent, of pure stannic oxide. The 
best result was, however, obtained by the use of a com- 
mercial hard French stoneware glaze of a felspathic nature. 

Conclusions 

The results of the tests showed that the clay is quite 
suitable for use in the manufacture of stoneware or semi- 
porcelain ; it would be advisable, however, for large scale 
trials to be carried out in order to determine the work »g 
properties of the clay under industrial conditions. 

It should be noted that this clay and the previous 
sample from the same locality show considerable differences 
in composition, and it thus appears likely that the ca 3 
varies in different parts of the deposit. Careful cheimca 
control would, therefore, be necessary when actual man 
facturing operations are undertaken. 
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GENERAL ARTICLES 

THE LIGNITE DEPOSITS OF NIGERIA 

Considerable attention has recently been directed to the 
possibility of utilising the brown coals and lignites which 
occur in certain parts of the Empire, and, in view of this, 
it has been thought desirable to publish a resume of the 
work which has been carried out by the Imperial Institute 
on the lignites of Southern Nigeria which were brought to 
light during the Mineral Survey of Southern Nigeria. 
This Survey was initiated by the Institute and led to 
several discoveries of importance. The preliminary inves- 
tigation of the lignite had just been completed when impor- 
tant deposits of bituminous coal were discovered at Udi (this 
Bulletin, 1914, I 4 > 369'^ and attention was therefore 
diverted to the development of the coal. 

In 1904 a sample of lignite from Ibusa, on the right bank 
of the Niger, in the Asaba District of Nigeria, was forwarded 
for examination to the Imperial Institute by the Principal 
Officer of the Mineral Survey, which was being carried 
on in conjunction with the Institute. This lignite proved 
to be of good quality as a fuel. 1 

In 1905 the Officers of the Mineral Survey made an 
inspection of the lignite outcrops near Ibusa and Okpanam, 
about ten miles from the river Niger. A number of 
samples were collected and examination of these at the 
Imperial Institute confirmed the opinion that the lignite 
was of good quality and would form a useful fuel. 

In 1906 the Survey examined an exposure of lignite at 
Moroko in the Abeokuta District near the river Ogun 
(see p. 335) which proved to be of similar quality to that 
from the Asaba district. 

In view of the importance of these discoveries, the 
deposits at Okpanam and Moroko were examined in 

1 For details of the results of the examination of this and the numerous 
other samples of lignite received at the Imperial Institute from Asaba and 
other localities, the Reports on the Results of the Mineral Survey of Southern 
Nigeria should be consulted { Colonial Reports — Miscellaneous Series [Cd. 
z8 7 6 L pp. 9 and 18 ; [Cd. 4994], p. 19 ; [Cd. 4995], pp. 14 and 24 ; and [Cd. 
59oi], p. 16). 
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greater detail, and an extensive series of samples was col- 
lected and examined at the Imperial Institute. I n t ^ c 
same year lignites of good quality from deposits at Obompa 
in the Asaba district (see p. 332) and lignitic material from 
near Ohe in the Benin City District (see p. 336) were also 
received at the Institute. 

In 1908-9 another large deposit of lignite was dis- 
covered near Newi, a district on the left bank of the Niger, 
about thirteen miles from the river (see p. 334). 

These investigations having shown the presence of 
large deposits of good lignite in Nigeria at points near the 
navigable part of the Niger and conveniently situated for 
their exploitation, it was considered desirable to investi- 
gate the practicability of mining this lignite and using it 
as a steam-raising fuel for locomotives and river-steamers 
since it was for these purposes that coal was then largely 
imported to British West Africa. In view of the experience 
in Germany and Bohemia, it was considered that the use 
of Nigerian lignite for fuel purposes in West Africa should 
present no serious difficulty. 

In the following pages a summary is given of the 
information available on the geological relationships of 
the lignite deposits of the Southern Provinces of Nigeria ; 
their situation and extent ; the composition of lignite 
from the more important of the deposits as determined 
at the Imperial Institute in comparison with typical 
lignites from various parts of Germany and Bohemia ; 
and the results of briquetting trials with Nigerian lignite 
in this country and in Germany. Particulars are also 
given of the results of firing trials with Okpanam lignite 
briquettes in Nigeria. 

It should be mentioned that throughout this article 
the Nigerian material is referred to as ‘ 4 lignite ” or “ brown 
coal,” these terms being taken as synonymous. 

Geological Relationships 

In the Southern Provinces of Nigeria the known sedi 
mentary rocks, which are all of Cretaceous or later g e0 ® 
gical age, occupy most of the country south of latitu e 
7 0 N. with the exception of the Oban Hills in the extreme 
east. 




3^7 
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The relations between the various series of deposit' 
represented are rather obscure, fossil evidence being 
extremely meagre, but it is considered that the oldest beds 
are of Upper Cretaceous age. These consist of a variable 
series of marine and estuarine fossiliferous shales, mud- 
stones, limestones, and grits, occupying the south-east 
portion of the Colony flanking the Oban Hills and extend- 
ing into the Northern Provinces. Westwards they grade 
into freshwater beds of similar character containing seams 
of coal. Still further west these beds are overlain by a 
thick series of rocks known as the “ Benin Sands Series " 
but the true relationship between this series and the 
Upper Cretaceous beds below is not known. 

The Benin Sands Series is divisible on lithological 
characters into upper and lower groups of beds. The 
upper portion consists of a great thickness of bright red 
argillaceous sands, unstratified and devoid of fossil 
remains, known as the Benin Sands, or 11 red-beds,” which 
occupy most of the country between a line drawn from 
Abeokuta eastwards to the Niger and the coastal belt of 
alluvium, and overlap the ancient crystalline complex on 
the north forming a steep escarpment. 

Between the Benin Sands and the underlying Lignite 
Series there is an unconformity. The latter beds have 
been located below the Benin Sands at many places in the 
provinces of Benin and Onitsha where streams have cut 
their valleys sufficiently low down through the red sands 
to expose them. They consist of freshwater shales, 
mudstones, clays and grits, and include many seams of 
excellent lignite, sometimes more than 20 feet thick, 
containing plant remains. 

From the small amount of fossil evidence available, the 
Benin Sands Series of rocks has been considered to be 
of Tertiary age, the Lignite Series being provisionally 
referred to the early Eocene and the Benin Sands to 
the Pliocene. 

The known outcrops of the Lignite Series are described 
below in detail, but there is no reason to suppose that 
the lignite is restricted to the localities where outcrops 
have been observed. It probably occupies a constant 
geological horizon, and because the rocks in which it occurs 
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have been but little disturbed by earth movements since 
their deposition, the lignite probably underlies a con- 
siderable area of the Benin Sands, except where it has 
been removed by contemporaneous erosion prior to the 
deposition of the sands. It was, in fact, suggested by 
the Principal Mineral Surveyor of Southern Nigeria 
that the lignite might be found to extend more or less 
continuously from the Niger to the Ogun, a distance of 
about 200 miles from east to west. 

Distribution and Composition of the Lignite 
Okpanam—'Ibusa District, near Asaba 

Asaba lies in Benin province on the right bank of the 
Niger immediately opposite to Onitsha (latitude 6° 
io # N. ; longitude 6° 47' E.). Ibusa is about six miles 
W.S.W. of Asaba, and Okpanam is four miles N. of Ibusa 
on the Asaba- Agbor road. A metalled road has been 
constructed from Asaba westwards to the lignite workings. 

The lignite in this district forms several distinct seams 
which are almost horizontal and consequently are exposed 
only in the beds and banks of the Atakpo River and its 
tributaries. The main seam has a thickness of 12 ft. 9 in. 
where proved by a hand bore close to the face of the work- 
ings at the end of the road from Asaba. At other points 
in the heads of streams to the north-west of this place its 
thickness, as proved by hand bores, is 23 ft., 17 ft. 10 in., 
and 18 ft., respectively. 

These streams rise in the old plateau which lies between 
the valley of the Atakpo and that of the Anwai to the 
north, and the Okpanam town seams occur at the end of 
the remnant of this plateau. The Anwai valley, as far 
as explored, does not show any tributary valleys on its 
southern side, and consequently the northern extent of 
the main seam has not been proved and probably cannot 
he proved without boring with a large machine drill. 

The outcrops of lignite already proved in the Atakpo 
valley extend over a wide area, and judging generally by 
appearances, the seams have a still larger distribution, 
occupying probably the greater portion of the plateau 
area about Ogwashi-Azaba, Issele-Azaba and Okpanam 
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beneath the Benin Sands. Near the main outcrop, which 
is close to Okpanam, at the point where the natives obtain 
water, there is evidence of erosion of the main seam before 
the deposition of the overlying Benin Sands. This u n . 
conformity is of great importance when considering the 
probable amount of lignite available in this area, but on the 
whole the evidence shown in the head waters of the Atakpo 
indicates that there is in the district a widespread deposit 
of lignite in this main scam. It is also quite likely that 
the smaller seams in the area are of greater thickness in 
directions to the north-east and to the west than where 
outcrops are seen in the Atakpo and its tributaries. 

The development of the main seam offers no difficulty, 
as it can be opened up by open-faced workings or by 
adits, and since the area does not show evidence of much 


Locality. 


Okpanam District t 

Sources of Atakpo river : 

'Mbwuliba stream (source), Og- 
washi-Azaba 

Tributary of 'Mbwuliba stream, 
near Ogwashi-Azaba 
Iyokwa Stream . 

Iyunku stream (eastern branch of 
Atakpo) 

Camp stream .... 
’Mbwuliba stream (main Atakpo) . 


Iyunku stream 


Ngenni stream (tributary of 
Atakpo) 

Nemi stream (tributary of Atakpo) 
'Mbwuliba stream, Okpanam town 


I bus a District : 

Oboshi river, near Ibusa 

Oboshi river, tributary, near Ibusa . 


Thickness 
of seam. 


ft. In. 

17 10 

18 9 

19 o 
23 o 

12 9 

4 3 

1 o 
3 3 
3 n 

0 11 

1 3 
to 

5 9 

1 6 

2 o 

2 o 

I o 

3 3 

1 4 

5 ° 
5 6 


6 42 
5 9 
2 o 
1 2 


Remarks. 


Main seam; good lignite 
throughout. 


Main seam. 

Seam above main seam. 
Good lignite. 


! Seams below main seam; 
j chiefly good lignite. 


j 

Seam above mam seam; 

good lignite. 

Seam below main seam; 

fair lignite. 

Mostly good lignite; a 
little of it fair. 

Good lignite. , 
Upper seam ; good lignite. 
Lower seam ; good lignite. 


Upper seam ; good lignite 
Lower seam ; good lignite. 
Upper seam ; good lig n “ • 
Lower seam ; good lignite. 
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earth movement only slight discontinuities are likely to be 

encountered, 

In the Ibusa district the two largest seams, 6 ft. 4$ in. 
and 5 ft. 9 in. thick, outcrop in the bed of the Oboshi River, 
just north of the point where the path from Ibusa crosses 
the stream. Here again the beds are almost horizontal, 
but the greater part of the lignite is below stream level 
50 that shafts would probably have to be sunk in order 
to develop this exposure. These beds probably extend 
indefinitely to the north-west beyond Ogwashi-Azaba, but 
as that area has not been examined nothing more can be 
said than that lignite has been reported from that locality. 

Until further explorations have been made it is not 
possible to state even approximately the total amount of 
lignite available in this district, but a rough estimate of 
the material which exists near Okpanam, around the 
sources of the Atakpo alone, shows that the amount is 
probably between 1 1 and 1 2 million tons, 

A marked advantage of this district is its proximity 
to the river Niger, which would provide a ready means of 
transport during certain seasons of the year. 

A list of outcrops in the Okpanam Ibusa district is 
given on p. 330. 

The following tables summarise the results of analyses 1 
made at the Imperial Institute of samples of lignite from 
the Okpanam- Ibusa district, including one consignment 
of 10 tons which had been specially obtained for briquetting 
trials (see p. 341) : 


Samples from the Atakpo Valley, Okpanam 



Average, 


Percent . 

Volatile matter • 

- 44-86 

Fixed carbon 

. 29-48 

Water , , 

. ii-8i 

Ash 

* 13*85 

Sulphur 

. 1*10 

Calorific value, calories 

- 5,402 


Best. 

Consign- 
ment of 

The consignment 
dried to 10 per 
oent. of moisture 


10 tons. 

(calculated). 

Percent. 

Per tent. 

Pit cent. 

52-86 

42-36 

52-53 

33*28 

25*84 

32-04 

8-90 

27.42 

10-00 

4-96 

4*38 

5*43 

o *54 

— 

— 

6,703 

5,018 

6,189 


Of 


The excessive amount of moisture in the consignment 
10 tons is due to the fact that it had not been allowed to 


, ^ or . d e *ails of these analyses see pp. 14-27 of the Report 0 
° Mineral Survey of Southern Nigeria for 1906-7 [Cd. 4995}. 

3 * 
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dry thoroughly in air. If this had been done the result 
would have been equal to the average given above. 


Samples from Oboshi Stream, Ibusa 





Average. 

Per cent. 

Rest. 
Per cent. 

Volatile matter 



. 47-01 

51*20 

Fixed carbon 



. 31-18 

2873 

Water 



. 9*44 

8-47 

Ash 



. 12-37 

ii-6o 

Sulphur . . , 

Calorific value, calories . 


i-6i 

• 5,597 

1-38 

6 >M5 


Obompa ( Obonkpa ) District 

The outcrops of lignite known in this district (about 
24 miles N.W. of Asaba) are found in the beds of two small 
streams, which rise a little to the west of Obompa (Obonk- 
pa) and flow westwards from that place. A thickness of 
about 80 ft. of lignite in six seams has been proved in a 
total thickness of strata of about 250 ft. The district is 
deserving of careful examination, as the deposits already 
found occur some 6 or 8 miles away from the Otor River, 
which runs into the Niger and which would be navigable 
for small river boats if cleared of snags. Lignite outcrops 
have been stated to occur in the Iyodo stream some miles 
to the north of Obompa, and other extensions of the 
deposits are likely to be found nearer the navigable part 
of the river. 

In this district the configuration of the ground would 
allow the lignite deposits to be worked by means of adits. 

The following is a list in descending order of the out- 
crops seen : 


Locality. 

Thickness 
of seam. 

Remarks. 


Ft. 


Iyiokolo stream (tributary of Iyiawku 

20 1 

Good lignite. 

stream), Obompa 

Iyiawku stream, Obompa 

1 

10 

20 1 

Part good and part & T 
lignite. . . 

Part good and pair 

" 


lignite. 

„ » * 

8 

9 

Good lignite. , 

Part good, part wood) ana 



part fair lignite. 



10 

Good lignite. 


1 Estimated from observed outcrops. 
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Analyses of samples of lignite from Obompa carried 
out at the Imperial Institute gave the following results : 



Maximum 

Minimum 

Average 


Per uni. 

Per cent. 

Per unt . 

Volatile matter . 

. 48-13! 

35*94 

4I*II 

Fixed carbon . • 

. 35*681 

22*52 

29*19 

Moisture . 

. 1 1 -C)2 1 

7*50 

9*51 

Ash .... 

• 34*04 

4*27 1 

16*85 

Sulphur 

4*63 

1*241 

2*67 

Calorific value, calories 

• 5,963 1 

3.654 

4.766 


i These results were obtained from the same sample , a lignite of good quality 
taktnfrom the uppermost 4 feet of the top seam exposed in Tyiawk u stream. 

Ubiaja District 

To the north-west of Obompa, lignite is found in the 
valley of the Adaji stream, Ubiaja latitude 6° 40' N. and 
longitude 6° 20' E. The largest seam is 5 ft. in thickness, 
and the quality is mostly good. 

The small size and remote position of the seams would 
prevent their being worked economically, except for local 
use. They can be worked by adits. 

The following is a list of the outcrops seen ; 


Locality. 

Thickness 
of seam. 

Remarks. 


Ft. in. 



Adaji stream, Ubiaja 

8 

The lignite in these seams 


I 6 

I is chiefly of good quality 


3 0 

\ though apparently a 

„ ... 

6 

j little inferior to that of 


5 0 

6 

the Okpanam district. 

Below are summarised the results of analyses of lignite 

from the Adaji stream, Ubiaja, made at 

the Imperial 

Institute : 





Maximum 

Minimum 

Average 


Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Volatile matter . 

50*04 

27*44 

40*13 

Fixed carbon 

37-30 

19*11 

25*97 

Moisture .... 

10*70 

7*33 

9*33 

Ash ..... 

44*27 

8*92 

27*35 

Sulphur . 

3‘ 1 5 

0*92 

2*17 

Calorific value, calories 

5,978 

3,137 

4,522 


On the whole, the samples from the 5 ft. seam gave the 
best results. 

Although beds of lignite have not yet been recorded, 
the series of rocks in which they characteristically occur 
has been recognised at Ogodo, Ulah, Obrubru and Okala, 
a h of which lie in the district between As aba and Ubiaja. 
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Newi District 

The deposits of lignite in the Ncwi district, on the left 
bank of the Niger about 14 miles S.S.E. of Onitsha, were 
located by the Officers of the Mineral Survey in December 
1908. Two seams, one 12 ft. thick and the other 5 ft. 
thick, occur at the sources of the Eze stream in the Uruago 
locality. The Eze, which rises in a deep gulch carved out 
of the plateau by about a dozen small steep-graded creeks 
supplied with water by strong springs, crosses the Onitsha- 
Oguta road about a mile north-west of Newi. A number 
of other exposures have been located in neighbouring 
districts. 

The following is a list of the outcrops seen in the Newi 
District and surroundings : 


Locality. 

Thickness 
of seam. 

Remarks. 

Newi District 1 

Ft. in. 


Eze stream, Ichi and Uruago . 

12 0 

Good lignite. 



5 o' 

Good lignite. Full thick- 
ness not ascertained as 
upper portion of seam has 
been eroded. 

Mpaji stream. Uruago 

2 3 

fi a! 

Part good lignite, part fair. 

Edo stream, Ichi . • 

1 to 3 } 

Fair lignite. 

Ekulu stream, Ichi 

2 6 

Fair lignite. 

Eze stream, Omodimi . 

7 0 

Good lignite. 

Ugunzu stream, Omodimi 

6 10 

5 ft. of good lignite. 

Omaiella stream, Omodimi • 

2 9 

Good lignite. Outcrops 
also occur in tributaries 
of the Omaiella. 

Obaneno stream, Omodimi . . | 

2 q 

Good lignite. 


3 3 1 

Good lignite. 

Okwaka stream, Omodimi 

2 D 1 

Good lignite. 

Awdaga stream, Otolo . 

I 10 

Fair lignite. 

Ukpor District : 


Fair to good lignite. 

Obelele stream, Omo Osu, Ukpor 

2 0 

Obo River tributary stream, Omo 
Osu, Ukpor .... 

3 o 1 

,, 

I fit a, Ibolo District / 



Ekulu stream, Ifita 

3 0 

Good lignite. 

Ifita Valley .... 

7 3 

Good lignite. 

Ihiala, Ukpor District : 


Poor, shaly lignite. 

Okpo stream, Ihiala 

0 7 

Ogwisuza stream, Ihiala 

0 7 

" '* _ 


1 Exposed thickness only. 

The 12 ft. seam occurring in the head waters of the Eze 
has a possible extension of some miles to the east 
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west, but the work done in the locality was not sufficient 
to enable a definite opinion to be expressed. The Eze 
valley has been eroded out of that portion of the Lignite 
Series which contains the thick seam, but it is probable 
that there is an area of at least 2 to 3 square miles in which 
the seam is from 7 ft. to 12 ft. in thickness. Work can be 
carried on at the source of the Eze on the 12 ft. seam and 
on the second seam by adits. In this locality the lignite 
basin is probably connected with that of Ifita to the south- 
west and west between Newi and the Niger. The seams 
in the Ukpor and Ihiala areas near Newi are too small to 
be of any present economic importance except as local 
sources of fuel. 

The results of analyses of a number of samples of the 
Newi lignite are summarised in the following table, which 
also gives the analysis of a consignment of this lignite 
received at the Imperial Institute for briquetting trials. 







The consign* 


Maximum . 

Minimum. 

Average. 

Consignment 
oi one ton. 

meut dried to 
10 per cent, 
of moisture 
{calculated). 



Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Volatile matter 

. 48-17 

41*15 

4491 

39 ' 3 * 

44*59 

Fixer! carbon 

• 35-60 

29.83 

32-37 

25.16 

28-54 

Moisture . 

. 14-11 

10*88 

12*62 

20-67 

10*00 

Ash 

- 

8-o8 

IO*II 

14*86 

16-86 

Sulphur . 

i -97 

0-65 

1-07 

0*67 

0-76 

Calorific value, calorics 5,669 

4,973 

5,347 

4,68 1 

5 , 3 ii 


Abeokuta District 

The extent of the lignite deposits under the Benin 
Sands must remain a matter for conjecture until the area 
over which this formation occurs has been thoroughly 
tested by boring. The lignite is met with again about 
200 miles farther west, in latitude 7 0 1' N,, longitude 3 0 
20' E., on the left bank of the river Ogun, in the district of 
Abeokuta, just to the north of the village of Moroko 
(Muroko), which lies to the south-west of the town of Oba 
(Awba) and about 10 miles south of Abeokuta town. At 
this point the river has cut, on its left bank, a high vertical 
cliff in a ridge raised above the surrounding country. The 
upper portion of the cliff consists of red sandy beds, and at 
the foot of these is a shelf, covered by water except in the dry 
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season, containing the following in descending succession, 


overlain unconformably by the Benin Sands : 

Ft. in. 

Grey, sandy clay, carbonaceous at the top . *79 

Red and yellow sand • 

Brown carbonaceous shale • • • . 2 n 

Lignite . • ■ • * * » • 2 3 

Grey carbonaceous shale with plant remains ; 

micaceous towards the bottom. . ■ . r r 

Base not seen. 


The Moroko lignite is distinctly laminated, and has a 
somewhat earthy appearance. It contains laminae or 
irregular fragments of charred, pulverulent material, which 
is believed to represent decomposed vegetation trans- 
ported before deposition. No attempt has been made to 
determine the lateral extension of the seam or the thick- 
ness and contents of the Lignite Series below the beds 
which have been enumerated. 

The country to the south of Abeokuta is described in 
Bulletin No. 2, 1922, of the Geological Survey of Nigeria, 
and details are given of a number of sections in streams 
and railway cuttings. The occurrence of lignite, however, 
is nowhere recorded although the Moroko cliff section 
was one of those visited. 

Examination of a representative sample of Moroko 
lignite carried out at the Imperial Institute gave : 


Volatile matter • 



Per cent. 

. 36-56 

Fixed carbon 



• 4 2 ’83 

Moisture - 



. 9-44 

Ash 



. 11*17 

Calorific value, calories 



• 5, 8 57 


These results show that the Moroko lignite, in spite of 
its earthy appearance, is somewhat superior in quality to 
that from the Asaba District (p. 3 2 9)* 


Benin City District 

A sample stated to have come from near Ohe, Benin 
City district, within seven miles of a river naviga e ^ 
canoes, and to occur in seams varying from 18 in. 0 ^ 

thick, has been examined at the Imperial Institute. * 
sample, which was sent by a Forestry Officer, com > ^ 
pieces of brown lignified wood which appeare 
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lustrous on a freshly fractured surface. It ignited with 
difficulty, burnt like charcoal, and was probably not a 
true brown coal. Analysis gave : 

11 u Per cent. 


Volatile matter . 


. 


. 37 ' 4 ° 

Fixed carbon - 




. 41*29 

Moisture • 




. 20*31 

Ash 




, 1*00 

Calorific value, calories 




• 5.134 


Other Occurrences 

Lignite has been reported by natives from Agbor, 
Onicha Olona, Ogwashi, and other districts in the Benin 
province, but as these localities have not yet been in- 
spected by competent authorities it is impossible to give 
particulars of the alleged occurrences at present. 


Utilisation of Nigerian Lignite 

The use of lignite as a fuel presents several difficulties 
to the engineer accustomed to coal, by reason of the fact 
that it is lighter than coal and has a lower heating value, 
and in burning produces more flame and tends to dis- 
integrate, with the result that unburnt particles are liable 
to pass into the flues. Lignite does not “ cake " like 
bituminous coal, and its ash being bulky and pulverulent, 
is apt to choke the fire-boxes. Lignite requires greater 
storage accommodation than coal and as it dries by ex- 
posure to the air, it tends to break up, producing much 
“ smalls ” and dust. 

The utilisation of lignite as fuel both in the manu- 
facturing and transport industries has received considerable 
attention in Germany and Bohemia, and methods similar 
to those employed in these countries would probably 
have to be applied in Nigeria if the lignite deposits of 
the Colony are to be utilised. Bohemian lignite, which 
is a hard variety similar to Okpanam lignite, is mined on 
a very large scale and transported to the manufacturing 
towns of Central Germany, where it is used as fuel for 
locomotives, steamboats and many important industries. 
It becomes of interest therefore to compare the lignites of 
Germany and Bohemia with those of Okpanam and Newi. 
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For this purpose the following table has been compiled in 
which analyses of certain British coals are also included : 

Matter? Carbon. Moifitura ‘ Ash ' C ^* 

Per cent. Per cent, Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Cal^ s 

Typical British Coals : 

1. Glamorganshire . 10-4 86*4 — 3*2 0-62 8,444 

2. Staffordshire . 34*5 62*7 — 2 8 I *33 7,978 

3. Lancashire . 32-6 59*9 — 7*5 0*62 7' 5 „ 

4. Scotch . . 35 84 53*7 9-09 — 7,590 

5. Patent fuel . - 17*5 — i*45 9*o — 7,675 

Nigerian lignite t 

Average Okpanatn . 47-43 3 I>6 ° i 2# 36 S-80 1-39 5 

Average Newi . . 44-91 3 2 ‘37 12*62 io-ii 1*07 5,357 

German lignite i 

Brennsdorf . . 43-36 18-09 31-02 5-53 2*60 4,822 

Bohemian lignite : 

Aussig . . . 36-72 38-60 22*22 2*46 0*69 5,603 

It will be seen from these analyses that the Okpanam 
lignite is of better quality than that from Newi, whilst 
if dried to the same degree there would be little to 
choose between the Okpanam, Aussig, and Breunsdorf 
lignites. 

It has been pointed out already that Nigerian lignite, 
as mined, contains much moisture, but on exposure to air 
this is rapidly reduced to a comparatively small amount 
and consequently does not seriously affect the use of the 
lignite as a fuel. The relatively large proportion of volatile 
matter to fixed carbon in lignite, however, causes the 
material to burn more rapidly and to produce more flame 
than steam coal. 

These difficulties can be overcome to a large extent 
by briquetting the material before use, and this treat- 
ment has the advantage not only of increasing the 
density and calorific value of the fuel but also of ren- 
dering it practically impervious to moisture and of 
eliminating the tendency to disintegrate, either when 
stored or during firing. 

Briquetting T rials 

Practical firing trials with the crude lignite carried out 
in Nigeria gave satisfactory results in many cases, but in 
some instances, probably through lack of experience in 
using this fuel or the unsuitability of the fire-boxes, t ^ 
preliminary results obtained were not altogether satis- 
factory, and this emphasised the necessity of ascertain^ 
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whether the Nigerian lignite could, by briquetting, be 
brought somewhat nearer to coal in firing quality, since if 
this could be accomplished changes in methods of use and 
in the construction of the fire-boxes would be largely 
avoided, A thorough investigation of briquetting methods 
for lignite was therefore carried out by the Imperial In- 
stitute, and trials of two systems of briquetting were 
made with large consignments of the Okpanam and 
Newi lignites. 

The greatest improvement effected by briquetting 
lignite is usually in the physical condition of the fuel, but 
its heating power is also raised, as shown in the following 
analyses made at the Imperial Institute on German lignite 
obtained for comparative trials : 


Crude Breunsdorf 
lignite. 

Per cent . 


Household briquette* 
made from Breuns* 
dorf lignite. 

Per cent. 


Volatile matter 

- 45‘36 

48-28 

Fixed carbon 

. 18*09 

28-59 

Moisture 

. 31-02 

15-67 

Ash ... 

♦ 5-53 

7-46 

Sulphur 

. 260 

3-29 

Calorific value, calories . 

. 4,822 

5>575 


This sample of crude Breunsdorf lignite had dried 
somewhat in transit to London, and in place of the 50 per 
cent, of moisture found in the freshly extracted material 
only 31 per cent, was present, so that the improvement 
of the crude material due to briquetting is really much 
greater than is shown by the foregoing results. These 
results are sufficient to show, however, that briquetting 
causes a great reduction of moisture, an increase in the 
ratio of fixed carbon to volatile matter and an increase 
in the calorific value. 

Three general systems of briquetting lignite are in use. 
In the simplest of these the wet lignite, as it comes from 
the mine, is disintegrated and then pressed by auger 
machines into bands which are cut by wire-cutters into 
brick-shaped masses. Such briquettes are produced in 
Germany from powdery wet lignite, but this system is not 
applicable to the hard lignites of Nigeria and Bohemia. 

The British system used for briquetting coal dust with 
a binder can in some cases be used for lignite. This con- 
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sists of mixing the roughly ground lignite with coal tar 
pitch, asphalt, wood pitch or other suitable binder and then 
compressing the mixture. It was by this system that the 
English “ patent fuel ” formerly used on the Nigerian 
railways was manufactured from coal dust. For success in 
the process, however, it is essential that the coal or lignite 
should be of such a character that it will absorb a suitable 
quantity of the binder, which should be obtainable at a 
reasonable price. 

The third system is one extensively used in the Rhine 
Province and Central Germany. The lignite is first ground 
to a coarse powder, dried, and finally compressed under 
high pressure whereby the lignite undergoes partial decom- 
position with the liberation of a certain quantity of bitu- 
minous material, which serves as a binder. 

When the preliminary trials on Nigerian lignite were 
made it was difficult to find a firm in the United Kingdom 
who had had experience in the manufacture of plant for 
briquetting lignite. One firm, however, which had made 
lignite briquetting machinery, claimed that the system 
they advocated had the advantage that the high pressure, 
developed at the moment of compression, had the effect 
of reducing to a minimum the quantity of pitch required 
as a binder. The material used for trial with this process 
consisted of t6 cwts. of lignite collected in the Atakpo 
Valley. The lignite was broken and divided into three 
portions, which were treated with 8, 7 and 5 per cent, of 
coal tar pitch respectively. In every case it was rot 
found possible to obtain thorough admixture of the pitch 
and the lignite in the heater, and the trial had to be 


abandoned. . 

Other firms in the United Kingdom interested in peat 
briquetting machinery were also consulted in oraer to 
ascertain whether such plant could be adapted to treatm B 
lignite, but without success. 1 

Enquiries were then made on the Continent, where 
briquetting of pulverulent lignite had received muc^ 
1 Since the above trials were made, several firms in the “ 

have devoted attention to the briquetting of “ J tb or without 

position to supply plant for the purpose, suitable for use w 
a binder. One firm has produced excellent briquettes from 6 
without the aid of a binder. 
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attention, and two factories were visited by representatives 
of the Imperial Institute. The first firm consulted were 
makers of briquetting plant for all three types of process 
mentioned above, and samples of Okpanam and Newi 
lignite were forwarded for trial. They reported that 
neither of them was suitable for briquetting, either with or 
without added pitch. They added that both the lignites 
were very porous and would absorb so much pitch as to 
render the process uneconomical. Small consignments of 
the Okpanam and Newi lignites were sent to a second firm 
to be treated in a small experimental plant at their works. 
Very promising results were obtained, and on analysis 
the briquettes produced gave the results shown in the 
following table, to which are added for comparison results 
afforded by the lignites from which they were made : 


Volatile matter 

Fixed carbon 

Moisture 

Ash 

Okpanam 

lignite. 

Per esnt. 

♦ 5*'45 

• 32-93 

. 9-70 

5-92 

Briquette made 
from Okpanam 
lignite. 

Per cent. 

53'57 

33*66 

7 -22 

5*55 

Newi 

lignite. 

Per cent. 
48.17 
29*83 
10-88 

II-I2 

Briquette made 
from Newi 
lignite. 

Per cent. 
46.97 
30-88 
10-20 

n-95 

Sulphur . 

Calorific value, calories 

. 085 

. 6,368 

6,494 

i-o8 

5.669 

5.769 


The firm suggested that as the trials had so far proved 
satisfactory a large-scale trial should be carried out with 
the Nigerian lignite at a works equipped with their plant. 

The proprietors of a briquette factory at Breunsdorf, 
near Kieritsch in Saxony, kindly gave permission for their 
works to be used for the trial, which was attended by 
a representative of the Imperial Institute. A brief 
account of the operation of this plant may be of interest. 

The raw lignite is brought by means of lifts to the top 
of the briquetting factory and tipped into the hopper which 
feeds the crushing rolls. From these the ground lignite 
passes into a sieve, which separates the coarse, hard, and 
fibrous matter. This is reground and again sifted, and any 
ignite rejected by the sieve at this stage is burnt under 
the boilers. 

The ground and sifted lignite is next conveyed to the 
ners * These are of two kinds (1) rotating steam-heated 
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plates on which the lignite is continuously re-spread by arm- 
carrying scrapers, and (2) the Schulz tubular pattern. The 
latter consists essentially of a tubular drum which is set at 
an angle of about f with the ground and rotates slowly 
on two trunnions. The tubes into which the lignite is 
fed run lengthwise, are about 4 in. in diameter and are 
externally heated by steam. As the tubes rotate the lig- 
nite falls from the lower ends, its moisture content having 
been reduced from about 50 per cent, to about 1 8 or 20 
per cent. It has been found in practice that this hot lignite 
as it leaves the driers requires to be cooled before being 
pressed. From the cooling apparatus the lignite is con- 
veyed by a belt to the second floor and is distributed to 
the hoppers feeding the briquette presses. 

The die for shaping the briquettes is an open tube which 
gradually contracts towards its outlet to the size and shape 
of the briquette to be made. The press plunger fits 
accurately into the upper larger end of the die and at every 
stroke it drives the contents of the die forward, resulting 
in the development of about 1,500 atmospheres pressure. 
At each stroke a briquette is formed and is pushed 
out at the contracted end of the die on to long narrow 
rails, which run down to waggons and are often of 
considerable length. The briquettes are hard, compact, 
and lustrous, are not affected by rain, and will 
stand a considerable amount of rough usage without 
fracture. The presses vary in capacity from 40 to 90 tons 
of briquettes per day of 24 hours, but 50 tons per day may 
be taken as an average output. 

The briquettes vary somewhat in shape according to 
the purpose to which they are to be applied. For indus- 
trial use the usual form is rectangular in section and 
measures approximately X 2 \ X 1 in. 

The large-scale trial was made with a consignment of 
10 tons of Nigerian lignite, which, as received in London, 
contained 28 per cent, of moisture ; it was therefore decided 
to pass it through the driers before pressing. By suitable 
adjustment of the press, hard, dense, lustrous briquettes 
of excellent quality were obtained, which were in every 
respect as good in appearance and physical structure as 
the ordinary German lignite briquettes of commerce. A 
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Iar ff e proportion of the lignite was used in experimental 
runs of the plant in order to determine the best conditions 
for working, but eventually about i J tons of good quality 
briquettes were made and sent to the Imperial Institute. 
In the following table are shown analyses of the ground 
Okpanam lignite and briquettes made therefrom, together 
with those of briquettes made from some German lignites. 



Ground 

Briquettes 
made from 
Okpanam 
lignite. 

Breunsdorf 

Freckeu 

Rhenish 


Okpanam 

lignite 

lignite 

lignite 


lignite. 

briquettes. 

briquettes. 

briquettes. 


Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Volatile matter . 

. 42-36 

53-80 

48-28 

41-82 

43*34 

Fixed carbon . 

. 25-84 

33*35 

28-59 

37*90 

35*5& 

Moisture . 

. 27-42 

7*14 

15.67 

15*45 

15*24 

Ash 

■ 4*38 

5*7i 

7-46 

4;8_3 

5*86 

Sulphur . 

. o-47 

0-67 

3*29 

084 

— 

Calorific value, calories 5,0 1 8 

6,522 

5.575 

5.157 

5,019 


It will be seen from these figures that the briquettes 
made from Okpanam lignite are of higher calorific value 
than those made from German lignite, and therefore there 
should be no difficulty in using them as fuel for industrial 
purposes. 

It has been pointed out already that all the Nigerian 
lignites differ considerably from typical German lignite 
both in structure and in hardness, and the trials showed 
the necessity for certain modifications in the Buckau 
machinery, as used at the Breunsdorf factory. As the 
Nigerian lignite during grinding produces much dust, 
which is unpleasant to breathe and is liable to cause ex- 
plosions, an enclosed type of grinding mill would have to 
be used. As has been already indicated, the Nigerian lignite 
contains less moisture than German lignite, and in the 
dry season at least could be deprived of a considerable 
proportion of its water by exposure to air ; only one 
drying drum therefore would be necessary to keep each 
press supplied with dry lignite, instead of a pair, which 
is sometimes necessary. 

A British firm who have briquetted Nigerian lignite 
successfully by a process similar to that described above 
can now supply a plant capable of drying and briquetting 
*00 tons of lignite per day at a cost of about £10,000 
(December 1922). 
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Firing Trials with Lignite Briquettes in Nigeria 

It was hoped that it would be possible to arrange for 
the production at Breunsdorf of enough briquettes from 
Okpanam lignite to permit of extended firing trials being 
made in the Northern and Southern Provinces of Nigeria ■ 
but this was found impossible as the factory could not 
spare the time necessary for a further briquetting trial 
It was therefore arranged that the iL tons of Okpanam 
lignite briquettes which had been produced should be sent 
to Nigeria for trial on the Baro-Kano railway, and that 
20 tons of German lignite briquettes of similar quality 
should also be obtained and sent out for other firing trials 
on steamboats and railway locomotives in Nigeria. 

The following are the results of the examination of the 
two sets of briquettes sent out to Nigeria for these trials ; 

German lignite Okpanam lignite 
briquettes. briquettes. 

Per cent . Per cent. 


Volatile matter 


* 46-29 

5 3 *! 80 

Fixed carbon . 


• 35-94 

33*35 

Moisture ... 


. 12*76 

7 -M 

Ash .... 


501 

5 * 7 i 

Sulphur 


. 0*42 

0*67 

Calorific value, calorics 


• 5 >i 85 

6,522 


It will be seen that the German briquettes were in- 
ferior in calorific value to those made from the Okpanam 
lignite. 

Reports on the firing trials made with these briquettes 
in the Northern and Southern Provinces of Nigeria are 
summarised below. 

Locomotive Trials . — In the trials carried out in the 
Southern Provinces the lignite briquettes were found to 
burn freely with a good heat, and no trouble was experi- 
enced in maintaining a good pressure of steam whilst 
running. The only objectionable features noticed were (i) 
over-heating of the ash pan, (2) the production of a sandy 
ash, which tended to work into the mechanism of the 
engine and so cause over-heating of bearings, and (3) 
shape of the briquettes, which proved awkward in stoking 
and rendered it necessary to stoke more frequently than 
with imported coal. On the whole, however, the Locomo- 
tive Superintendent was satisfied that such lignite bn 
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uettes were promising as a fuel for locomotives. It was 
suggested that over-heating of the ash pan could probably 
be prevented by the use of closer-fitting fire bars in the 
fire-boxes. 

The sandy ash mentioned above is peculiar to the 
German briquettes, but the ash from the Okpanam lignite 
briquettes is of a different character, being soft and powdery, 
and is therefore not likely to cause trouble of the nature 
indicated above. 

As regards shape, the German briquettes referred to 
above were of the “ double hammer-head ” pattern, but in 
briquetting Okpanam lignite in Nigeria smaller briquettes, 
rectangular in section, could be produced, and the diffi- 
culty in stoking thus avoided. 

In the Northern Provinces during the course of the 
locomotive trials no difficulty was experienced when using 
either German or Nigerian lignite briquettes as fuel. They 
were considered to be easy to handle and clean in firing, and 
a good pressure of steam could be maintained. Practically 
the only objection raised against this form of fuel was that 
it had a lower calorific value than the patent fuel then 
used on the railways in the Northern Provinces, and con- 
sequently much more was consumed. The difference, how- 
ever, between the two fuels in this respect would be much 
less in practice if grates suitable for burning lignite were 
fitted to the locomotives. 

The results obtained in the Northern and Southern 
Provinces of Nigeria in the locomotive trials are compared 
below : 


Northern Provinces. 


German i . 

Trial A . Trial B. 


lb. ib. 

Consumption of lignite briquettes, per mile . 49-4 71*48 

Consumption of patent fuel, per mile . .14-8 47.31 

Ratio of lignite briquette consumption to coal 
consumption 0.3*, 1 1*5: 1 


1 German lignite briquettes used. 

* Okpanam lignite briquettes used. 


Southern Provinces. 

Consumption of German lignite briquettes . . . 60 -8 

Consumption of coal . . , . . . 3 >. 2 

Ratio of lignite briquette consumption to coal consumption 1-8 : 1 

^ is clear from these figures that nearly the 


Nigerian.’ 

lb.' 

65.88 

25^5 

2-6: 1 


Per train 
mile. 

lb. 

63-4 

qO*2 

1-6: 1 

full fuel 



34 6 BULLETIN OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 

value of the German lignite briquettes in comparison with 
imported coal was realised in the locomotive trials made 
the Southern Provinces, but that this was far from being 
the case in those carried out in the Northern Provinces 
except as regards trial B* This failure to obtain the full 
heating power of the lignite briquettes was probably due 
to inexperience with this kind of fuel since all the trials 
were carried out on the same locomotive and satisfactory 
results were secured in trial B. 

Marine Trials , — In trials made in the Southern 
Provinces in a steam launch running under ordinary con* 
ditions, the consumption of lignite briquettes was 446 lb. 
per hour as against 342 lb. per hour for Welsh coal. 

In these trials, as in those on locomotives in the South- 
ern Provinces of Nigeria, practically the full fuel value of 
the lignite briquettes in comparison with Welsh coal was 
realised and there appears to have been no difficulty in 
maintaining steam. 

The results of these trials of lignite briquettes on rail- 
ways and steamboats in Nigeria are on the whole satis- 
factory in showing that the fuel can be used in place of 
coal. Under the best conditions of firing Okpanam lignite 
briquettes will be about 30 per cent, less efficient as a fuel 
than imported Welsh coal. 

Low Temperature Distillation of Lignite and Preliminary 
Heat Treatment 

So far the consideration of the possibilities for utilising 
raw or briquetted Nigerian lignite has been limited 
to its employment as a fuel for railways and steam- 
boats, but there are numerous other uses of industrial 
importance. Thus, unbriquetted lignite is used in Europe 
as a fuel for producer gas engines, for the manufacture 0 
illuminating gas and for firing pottery and cement | n5 * 
When lignite is used in producer gas plant an impor * 
quantity of sulphate of ammonia is often recovere as 

by-product. . ^ 

Recently attention has been directed towar 

possibilities of treating fuel, (1) by low b 

distillation, and (2) by increasing the fuel v 
means of a preliminary heat treatment. 
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Experiments have been carried out on Nigerian lignite 
with both of these processes, the results of which are 
briefly summarised below. 

A sample of partly air-dried Nigerian lignite, containing 
about 12 per cent, of moisture, was subjected to low tem- 
perature distillation in an internally heated retort at 
temperatures of 600 0 C, and 650° C. The work was carried 
out by a firm which specialises in the construction of plant 
for this purpose, and the following results were obtained : 


Tar 

Light oils 
Gas 

Sulphate of ammonia 
Coke • 


Distillation at 
6oo* C. 

Per ton . 

22 gallons 
66 „ 

5 . 75 ° cubic feet 
10 lb. 

9 ‘2 C’flrtS. 


Distillation at 
650* C. 
pet ton. 

13 gallons 
7‘4 

7,960 cubic feet 
19 lb. 

9-0 cvrts. 


The gas had a calorific value of about 850 British Ther- 
mal Units per cubic foot. 

The “ coke ” ignited readily and that produced by the 
distillation at 600 0 C. had the following composition : 


Volatile matter .... 
Fixed carbon .... 

Ash . . . . * 

Per cent, 
5-00 
• 7$-25 
. 1675 

Sulphur ..... 
Calorific value, calories 

r. 52 

* . . 6,670 


The light oils after purification could be used as motor 
spirit, and the tar, when dehydrated, would be suitable for 
use as a fuel oih 

, ^?* c ™ st ° f a P lant for treating 100 tons of lignite per 

Uni I r- 6 above P r °ccss would be about £50,000 in the 
United Kingdom (December 1922). 

The process for increasing the fuel value of lignite by 
facttU * P , rCllminary heat treatment is based on the 
moist, t T u gmtC contains a considerable percentage of 
£?+* be drive " b y heating the fuel to 
400° c’ r 0n furthpr heating to a temperature of 500- 

material Srtl ° CCU , rS between the constituents of the 
and some a e caution of a further quantity of steam 
Q some carbon dioxide, 

by theirm rlf° f N .' 8erian U 8n lte treated in this manner 
eferred to above gave a solid product amount- 
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ing to 80 per cent, of the original material, about i Ooo 
cubic feet of a gas of no value for heating purposes, and 
about 7 gallons of tar. 

The solid residue gave the following results on analysis ■ 


Volatile matter . 

Fixed carbon 

Ash .... 



Per cent. 

* 47*55 
- 42-75 
• ■ 9-70 

Sulphur 

Calorific value, calories 



. 0*85 

• * 6,300 


Nigerian lignite under this treatment gives a larger 
quantity of tar than is obtainable under the same con- 
ditions from coal. The treated lignite would be a much 
better fuel for boilers than the untreated material owing 
to its higher calorific value, the higher temperature 
obtainable, and the fact that it burns more rapidly. The 
treated lignite also has less tendency to absorb moisture 
than has air-dried raw lignite. 

Conclusions 

It will be seen from the foregoing results that the inves- 
tigations carried out by the Mineral Survey of Southern 
Nigeria under the auspices of the Imperial Institute 
resulted in the discovery of large deposits of lignite spread 
over a considerable area. Some of them, such as those on 
both sides of the river Niger near Asaba, are favourably 
situated for transport. A careful study of the lignite in 
the laboratories of the Institute showed that it was of 
satisfactory composition and good calorific value , whilst 
the practical trials undertaken by briquette manufacturers 
in Germany, and attended by representatives of the Im- 
perial Institute, proved that the lignite is quite suitable 
for briquetting. Firing trials with the briquettes in railway 
engines and steamboats in Nigeria have indicated that 
they can be used quite satisfactorily as fuel for industrial 
purposes. 


THE TREES OF THE GOLD COAST 

The first systematic account of the forests of 
Coast was the Report on Forests of the Gold Coast , by * 1 
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Thompson, Conservator of Forests, Nigeria, issued in the 
Miscellaneous Series of Colonial Office Reports (No 66 
19 ,o). This valuable work is now unfortunately out of 
print, but its place is filled to some extent by the recently 
published Forest Officers’ Handbook of the Gold Coast 
Ashanti and the Northern Territories, by T. F. Chipp M C ’ 
B.Sc., F.L.S., which, however, deals with the subject 
on somewhat different lines (cf. review on p. 412) Both 
these works are of a technical nature. A more general 
account of some aspects of the Gold Coast forests is given 
in the following article, which is based on information 
supplied by Dr. J. M. Dalziet, M.D., B.Sc., F L S Dr 
Dabiel, who joined the West African Medical Service in 
,905 and is now Senior Sanitary Officer in the Gold 
Coast, has devoted much attention to the study of West 
African vegetation ; his Hausa Botanical Vocabulary was 
reviewed in this Bulletin (1917, 15 , 145). 

The forests of the Gold Coast are not to be viewed with 
advantage from the deck of a ship, nor do the trees typical 
of the country lend themselves to observation at most of 
the seaports. Only at Axim and westward, does the true 
evergreen forest, which stretches in a broad irregular belt 
from the eastern railway to the western boundary of the 
countiy, reach the coastline. 

The traveller who passes from Seccondee to Coomassie 
b) rail, and thence to North Ashanti and the Northern 

mu-lT’ 71 by m ° t0r ° r °" f00t ’ wil1 ‘averse numc- 

pmeJt trtid T ° f Varyi f dCgreeS ° f Verdure - In the 

anrl nio" <. fc . 1S P ro P° sed to describe some of the trees 
journey. 11 aSS ° C ‘ atl0ns which ma y be observed on the 

more°Hi», feW m ' leS fl0m Seccond ee the vegetation is little 
and eve ° P6n savannah < repeatedly cleared for farming 
Whh W6eds and “"kempt shrubs,’ 

passes into a 1 §raSS ,S n0t absent This a S a in 
undergrowth * ni ~ evergreen forcst with much irregular 
the dry season ld ™ a «>y trees which lose their leaves in 
noble trees kft S"* howcver - taI > P ale ^ems of 
clearing attest f l hr ° US , h0Ut Sevcral rota tions of farm 
forest. The .-ii?” 16 ^ e3St °f the ty P es of the original 
1 -cotton tree is prominent everywhere, 
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but tlie “ odum ” and others mentioned later are also 
conspicuous against a background of tangled greenery. 

At about ten or twelve miles along the road a truly 
evergreen high forest is reached, which continues all tht 
way past Tarkwa as far as Imbraim or even Dunkwa. 

As regards the constituents of these varieties of forest, 
it may be said at once that mahoganies are scarcely in 
evidence at this stage. The silk-cotton tree {Eriodendron 
orientate = E. anfractuosum) is ubiquitous, a denizen of all 
types of West African forest, and, though always a giant, 
it attains its maximum growth in some of the Ashanti 
forests. A marked characteristic is the heavy buttressing 
of the stem (PI. I, fig. i) and even some of the older limbs 
high up on the tree arc bracketed to the trunk in a similar 
way. It is deciduous, but even in January and February 
one may see side by side trees divested of leaves and 
covered with flossy balls of bursting pods, which fleck 
the air and whiten the ground, and trees in full foliage 
perhaps still with a few hanging lamp-like white blossoms. 

There are two varieties of the tree, one unarmed and 
the other studded with short, stout spines, the former 
yielding a whiter floss than the latter. This floss is the 
article of commerce called kapok, used for stuffing 
cushions, etc., and for marine life-saving appliances (cf. 
this Bulletin, 1905, 3, 223), whilst an oil is obtained 
from the seeds entangled in it. A botanist would call 
the shape of the leaves digitate, of which the familiar 
horse-chestnut may be cited as an example. The wood, 
light and soft, is used for canoes where more durable 
timber is lacking, and the wide plant buttresses are cut 
off to make native doors, plates, and wooden slabs use 


by cloth dyers. . 

The tree known in the Gold Coast as 1 odum an 
Nigeria as “ iroko ” ( Chlorophora excelsa) is sometimes re- 
garded as the best all-round timber tree in West Africa, 
is variously named African oak, African teak, and rock 
(from the obliquely-shaped leaf resembling, though 6 
than, that of the European elm). The bole a °” 
reach 80 or 90 feet, with pale bark, few ma > n b ^ 
and commonly an umbrella-shaped crown u ^ 
dense foliage. The buttresses do not reach tar 
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item . -Flowers appear in catkins, male and female on 
different trees, and the timber, too heavy to float when 
fresh, resists white ants and darkens on exposure. It is 
probably the best wood for railway sleepers, and some 
splendid canoes and fine articles of heavy furniture have 
been made of it. The odum occurs both in clearings and 
in forest along with mahoganies and cedars, e.g. in 
South and West Ashanti, and on the steep hills around 
Obuasi. 

Another very common tree which meets the eye with- 
out proceeding farther up the line is the “ waw-waw ” 
( Triplochiton Johnsoni). It may be called “ African maple,” 
and is easily recognised from the shape of the leaf, which 
is shaped like that of the maple and five-lobed. This is a 
lofty, straight-stemmed tree, very abundant on cleared 
areas, and often showing splashes of yellowish colour on 
comparatively smooth pale bark. The stem of this species 
also is moderately buttressed at the base. The bark is 
used by the natives for roofing, and the wood is considered 
of value for interior house work, but is not white-ant 
proof. A report on the timber of this tree from Nigeria 
was published in this Bulletin (1913, 11, 84). Petals of 
white and red may be found as wind-falls, but the flowers, 
though fairly conspicuous, are generally inaccessible on 
the tree. 

The last-named is one of the less valuable timber trees, 
and in the same category we may place one or two others 
whose first acquaintance can suitably be made in the 
same company on railway clearings or abandoned farms. 
Of these the u dahomah ” (Piptadenia africana), a kind 
of African greenheart, is one of the most abundant in the 
Ashanti forests oi both evergreen and half deciduous types. 
This tree grows to over 100 feet, with a straight bole of 80 
oet 01 more, buttressed at the base, and iu chief character- 
Uuc is the thin feathery crown with wide-spreading flat 
^eets of finely cut fern-like leaves. The pod is also 
characteristic, being about a foot long and one inch wide, 
hut containing only 6-8 seeds, which are perfectly flat, 

'■ 7 C surr °unded by a brown-tinted wing of long, ova] 
te ^ 6 he art wood is brown and durable, and nearly 
mute-proof. Canoes and railway sleepers have been 
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made from this timber and it can be used for ho^ 
building. This ornamental tree can be observed 
Coomassic, where several typical specimens have been 
left in position on the cleared area, and from any of the 
bungalows on the Residential Ridge the tall smooth 
stems of the Piptadenias at the margins of the yet uncleared 
bush with their filicoid foliage showing up fretted against 
the sky form a characteristic and delightful picture. 

The trees which are used for roof shingles belong mostly 
to the genus Terminalia , and arc found abundantly and 
of dominant stature in the same forests as the above 
Their native names are “ affram ” ( T . superba), “ emire ” 
or “ emril ” ( Terminalia of perhaps several species), and 
in their younger stages are quickly recognised by a 
character which can be studied without leaving Accra by 
observing their broad-leaved congener the Indian almond 
tree ( T . Caiappa) which lines the streets. This character 
is the slender, perfectly straight pole with interrupted 
pagoda-like tiers of branches spreading horizontally in 
circles like the trays of a cake -basket. The shingle-wood 
trees of the forest have smaller leaves than T. Caiappa, 
and some of them are buttressed at the base of the stem, 
In the full-grown tree the whorled branching may be 
obscured by foliage or natural accidents. 

The species described above as types are prominent 
in the northern forests and meet the eye of the traveller 
because they have either been left as “ standards M when 
the clearing was made, or because they have properties 
which give them an advantage in such situations, e.g. the 
waw-waw has a heavy seed which will fall to the ground 
even through dense leafy undergrowth, while some pro- 
portion of the winged seeds of the Piptadenia and Ter - 
minalia will always reach the earth. On the other hand 
the tangled lower layer of weeds and scrambling shrubs 
would choke their growth if they did not possess the 
power of vigorous growth as seedlings. 

These trees may be regarded as descendants from the 
original primeval forest, but on the same cleared areas 
will be seen the umbrella tree or cork-wood (Mus(wg a 
Smithii), which was probably not a member of t e 
original association. This somewhat grotesque evergreen 



353 


THE trees of the gold coast 


. k e first to spring up on old farms, and it serves to 
t t ^ e exposed soil from the fierce sun, forms leaf- 
P r Id and so allows the more robust species to regain a 
footing. It may be rightly objected that, if the original 
forest contained mahogany and cedar, this luxuriant weed 
^ t k e regeneration of the most useful economic species, 
•uid favours the growth of the less valuable timbers. Its 
appearance is unmistakable, with every leaf a parasol, 
and with its stem supported at the base (usually invisible 
amongst tangled undergrowth) by aerial stilt-like prop 
roots. The wood, of very rapid growth, is soft and is 
used like cork for nets on the Axim coast, and on a 
larger scale to float mahogany logs. Other uses of the 
wood are for knife and sword scabbards, for cigar-boxes 
and shingles, whilst it is also suitable for the manufacture 
of paper pulp (this Bulletin, 1921, 19 , 10). 

As one passes northwards to the Offtn River at Dunkwa, 
across into Ashanti, the proportion of trees which perio- 
dically shed their leaves increases. Mahogany and cedar, 
the former evergreen and the latter deciduous, will now 
be seen on the steep forest hills along with Piptadenia , 
s.hinglewood, and others. The mahoganies belong to 
several species of Khaya , and the African cedars to the 
genus Pseudocedrela, both of the same Natural Order 
(Meliaceae). The leaves of both are pinnate, and in the 
former the leaflets are often fairly large. The mahoganies 
have brown fruit capsules, which are almost spherical, 
while those of the cedars are elongated, and in both cases 
the fruit splits open from above downwards in 5 or 4 
valves which generally remain empty on the tree. The 
seeds are flat, winged and numerous, and tightly com- 
pressed in the pod. One species of Khaya (the “ dubini ") 
and two of Pseudocedrela are typical of the moist rain 
forest, but the others are more frequent in forests with a 
mixture of deciduous trees. Their chief home is, perhaps, 
in South and West Ashanti along with the native rubber 


tree, Funiumia etasika ; but a visit to the sacred Lake 
Bosumtwi will afford a sight of both mahogany and cedar 
luxuriant on the slopes above the shore, 

During the drier months even in the evergreen forest, 
a brilliant object contrasts with the verdure in the form 
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of a leafless tree covered with rather large crimson fl 0weR 
This is the red-flowered silk-cotton tree {Botnbax bi mo . 
pozense ), a large tree with a whorled arrangement of 
branches and bark strongly set with stout spiny protube- 
rances. The rich, red, tulip-like flowers attract bats and, 
when fallen, are sometimes sought by antelopes, and the 
floss from the pods is a minor forest product like the true 
kapok. 

Some objects of lesser importance, but sufficient to 
excite the curiosity of the traveller, may now be mentioned, 
Often one sees a comparatively small tree which puts forth 
its young shiny leaves of a bright red colour. (In lesser 
degree the young leaf of the cocoa has the same peculiarity.) 
This is the crab-w T ood ( Carapa procera ), a sort of cedar 
mahogany, and it may be found up to North Ashanti in 
those evergreen belts which are called fringing forests. 
Its leaflets are larger than those of the largest mahogany, 
and the fruit is a rough-shelled capsule, which falls and 


bursts in about 8 valves, releasing 20 or more large brown 
seeds with rounded edges, but flattened sides. From these 
is extracted an oil (carapa or crab oil) which is used with 
ashes from burnt plantain skins to make native soap 
(cf. this Bulletin, 1908, 6, 360). 

Another peculiar tree looks in its sapling state like a 
loose-leaved cabbage on a pole. Some call it a cabbage 
palm, but it is not a palm. The mature tree has a few 
tall raking branches each with its terminal cluster of broad 
leaves. The wood is sufficiently soft for the stem to be 
hollowed out for quivers, and its scientific name is Antho- 


cleista {A. nobilis and A. magnified). 

The tree from which most of the Ashanti stools are 
made ( Alstonia congensis , the pattern or stool-wood tree) 
will be seen now and then from the railway, in the motster 
parts of the forest, often in the company of thickets ot 
climbing palms. Like the shingle tree the branches are 
in whorls, but, being evergreen with heavy glossy g 
and forming a flat umbrella crown, this is not a PP ar 
at a distance. In the same way the leaves, * 
as if digitate, are really growing in rings of 7 or 8 0 
even size. If one of these be broken off there 11°^ 
stream of white latex. The wood is white, > 
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easily carved into tops, curios and stool* made in one 
piece from a single block ; a corresponding industry exists 
in Nigeria and Cameroons. The tree sometimes grows 
with a divided bole, and a specimen of this may be seen 
in the Public Works Department yard at Coomassie. 

The vegetation of which a few types have been de- 
scribed above furnishes a continuous moving film as seen 
from the railway carriage, and perhaps leaves behind only 
the confused memory of a lofty screen of tangled greenery 
contrasting with the tall pale pillars of the odum, the silk- 
cotton and other dominant trees. Or it may be that in 
some swampy areas near the track the feathery thickets 
of the climbing Calamus , or rattan, with its long, whip-like 
unfolded leaf, or its slender tapering fronds beset with 
reflexed hooks, mingled with gigantic plumes of the 
bamboo palm, excite our wonder. This uncontrolled 
growth of vegetation is sometimes regarded as virgin 
forest, but as a matter of fact the forest that meets the 
in these regions is far from primeval, and is mainly a 
growth secondary to man’s interference. 


In such forests, which in their present form are of no 
great age, a chief characteristic is the dense thicket of 
undergrowth, often impenetrable without the free use of 
the axe. This again keeps the soil moist, the atmosphere 
humid and stagnant, and a lofty lower tier of vegetation 
arbes composed of tangled scrambling shrubs and woody 
twiners, the upper limbs of which are often borne aloft 
anging from tree to tree, and it may be flowering very 
many yards away from their parent roots. These lianes 
belong, commonly enough, to the genera furnishing the 
nous rubber \mes, occasionally the uncultivated species 
o arrow-poison Stropkanthus, while the more leafy scram- 
ers are usually thorny Acacias and brilliant flowered 

Lombretums, 


r AV0U . certa inly take many generations, probably a 

do r 7 r» C r n J 11 1 es . ^ ree doni from occasional clearing and 

tKp:_ n to restore to such forests the aspect of 

older growth. 

L vir § in forest is really one of lofty growth which, 
bv no m m 3 °^ e ’ W0U ^ show a sort of ocean of foliage, 
y , " Swlthout CT ests and hollows, but free from gaps 



356 BULLETIN OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 

and areas of mere jungle. Its undergrowth, though derue, 
is not an impenetrable tangle, but an underwood of shrub, 
and saplings, and the ground may be free from mouldy 
moisture and covered with dry fallen leaves. On some of 
the steep forested hills, where not already invaded for 
cultivation, somewhat ancient and fairly open forests are 
seen, and in the far west of Ashanti, by the Ivory Coast 
frontier, the country is said to be covered by practically 
virgin forest. According to Mr. H. N. Thompson, Con- 
servator of Forests, Nigeria, a splendid example of almost 
primeval forest exists to the east of Lake Bosumtwi, 
composed of lofty trees with a dense leafy canopy, in the 
shade of which “ the undergrowth is so sparse that one can 
see for 60 to 70 yards through the forest, and can walk 
freely about it without having to use the matchct. 

Many of the large trees in the southern forests support, 
besides the extraneous foliage of twiners, woody climbers, 
and rope-like lianes, a crop of accessory vegetation which 
finds a habitat on the higher branches. The latter is not 
truly parasitic in the sense of depriving the tree of its vital 
juices, but it may injure the host by interfering with its 
life processes in other ways. When not composed ot 
orchids, slender-leaved with hanging roots, or succulent 
and closely attached, these epiphytes will be found to be 
chiefly nests of the elk’s horn fern ( Platycerium milnoptcim). 

The Brazilian Para rubber tree, as seen in the plantation 
beside the Offin River at Dunkwa or in the Coomassie 
Agricultural Station, is an exotic which has proved itsc t 
superior in yield, rapidity of growth and hardiness, to 
the true African rubber tree (Funtumia elashca). 
latter, the silk-rubber tree (also called Ireh, or La §°= 
rubber) is still cultivated, and exists naturally, often 
great numbers, in the forests where leaf-shedding'- 
form a fair proportion with the evergreen, n pa ■> 
South Ashanti belts of unmixed Funtumia occur, 
some forests where cedar and mahogany are comrao > 
indigenous rubber tree is also abundant It sb®. 
foliage, a light grey or almost silvery bark, ‘™ ube3 hidden- 

flowers are in close bunches of pure white small t ^ 

amongst the leaves. The pods are s or a . , r t h e flossed 
in the dry season open out on the tree,exposi y 
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to the breeze. Each seed is a small golden spindle 
-vith a long slender shaft or beak, which is richly flossed 
vith long silken hairs, and so brittle that it snaps off at 
contact with the ground or with the obstructing under- 
0Wt h of the forest. The silky pinion may continue its 
airy career, bat the seed has reached its goal. 

Two most important fruit trees in the economics of the 
Gold Coast are the kola and the cocoa tree. Both belong 
to the same Natural Order (Sterculiaceas), but whereas the 
former is a native of our forests the latter is introduced. 

The kola tree ( Cola acuminata) thrives in shady forest, 
ir under other trees, and is often seen near villages. It is 
cultivated in the east and north of Ashanti. The foliage 
i? duller than that of the native rubber tree, and more or 
[css like a large laurel. Frequently the branches have 
an untidy look, being covered with ferns and orchids. The 
flowers appear in clusters of white and pink in February 
or March, and the fruit is a large pod with the well-known 
flat-sided seeds or nuts, which vary from wine-red to white 
in colour. This tree is the mainstay of the Hausa trade, 
and in the northern hinterland of the whole of West Africa 
the virtues of the kola nut, social and dietetic, have an im- 
portant influence on internal commerce and racial inter- 
course, from Kano to Tripoli, or to Morocco via Timbuktu 
The cocoa tree (Theobroma Cacao) is a native of Trinidad 
and of the north-east of South America, and its introduc- 
tion to West Africa w r as via Fernando Po and San Thome. 


It is said that it was brought first to Mampong about the 
year 1879, by a native trader, an example which the Basel 
Mission was quick to follow. Like the kola it requires a 
forest climate, and the orderly plantations of small trees, 
nearly free from undergrowth, and bearing pods as if 
fortuitously attached to the stem, are familiar in the 
Colony and Ashanti. The strongly-veined leaves are lax 
and drooping, giving only light shade, and in the young 
itate are generally brightly coloured. 

If we now proceed beyond Coomassie into North 
— anti a striking and almost sudden change in the type 
° 0rest * s a pparent a few miles south of Ejura. The 
^rees are now nearly all of the deciduous habit, and at 
j1 ' Uilter probably no evergreens will be seen, except 
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in the fringing belts along some perennial stream. ^ 
aeroplane view would still show something like a sea of 
foliage during the months of rainfall, but the spacing 
between the trees is unmistakable and is occupied by 
shrubs and herbs and, more significant still, by grass which 
will blaze furiously at the end of the dry season. This j 5 
the savannah forest, and, before the Volta is reached and 
beyond, it passes into still more open, park-like and orchard 
types with abundance of coarse grass. 

The silk-cotton tree still remains dominant, but for 
links with the southern forests we look in the belts of 
verdant foliage along the line of some ravine. There we 
may find the ordeal tree or sass-wood, Erythrophlmm 
guineense, a lover of the moist fringes though not a tree of 
the evergreen forest. This is a large tree with vast crown, 
and yields a termite-proof timber good for ships, houses 
or bridges. The red decoction of the bark (“ sassy-bark 
of Sierra Leone and the Kroo coast really a slang coirup- 
tion of saucy) is used by primitive pagans in trial by ordeal 

In similar situations will be seen the only mahogany 
of the savannah forest, viz. Khaya senegalensis, and an 
ebony, Diospyros mespiliformis, which has a dark heart- 
wood and a small medlar-like fruit, very sweet and called 
monkey guava. Stunted specimens of this ebony, with 
black scaly bark and very dark green leaves, may even 
be seen on the arid scrub-lands behind Accra 

One of the most attractive trees m West * ri < = 

which is called the Yoruba " chew-stick tree (Anog* 
leiocarpus). It is as graceful as the birch with W 
grey drooping foliage, and its beauties are seen to bu 
advantage in the open park forest rather an ^ 

tion of its optimum growth along the moist rv 
heart-wood is a beautiful brown-black ® bon ^ de(] bv 
ant proof. Small yellowish flower-balls are s 


ant prooi. oumn 

spherical dry scaly fruits tho^Jj hv the 
grass will grow beneath the tree i 
tation officer. The root is the 
a much-used medic 
its other products. 


ition officer, toe root is uie chew-sti , 
much-used medicine, and tannin and g grow, 

This tree is a httle difficulty 

but it seeds well and an avenue raised rom 
would repay any effort. 
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A kind of' " frankincense tree ” ( Paradcmiellia Oliveri = 
Daniella thurijera) is a common species in the open forests 
It yields an oily resin wrongly called “ wood-oil ” which 
dries into a substance resembling copal and was formerly 
exploited as a variety of African copaiba balsam /this 
Boaetin, 1903 , 6, 250 ; 1915, 13, 44). it grows to timber 
size and m Togo the wood was used for making barrels 
In the more open park-savannah two very tvnical 
trees of economic importance are found, and either mav 
be said in one locality or another to impress its character 
on the landscape. These are the shea-butter tree and the 
\\est Afncan locust beam The former (Butyr 0s p ermum 
Parka) is generally a rather small tree, recognisable by 
,ts corrugated bark cut m squares and curiously suggestive 
of crocodile leather. The leaves are tongue-like not 
unlike those of the mango, but obtuse and prominently 
wmed; a milky juice flows out from the detached leaf 
h,s tree alone redeems the park and orchard lands from 
t o reproach of being of httle economic value It i, Z 
places extremely abundant, and its chief enemy anart 

T r ? d r/ V IC \ eat the fallen nuts > « the annual bush 
h e, which stunts the tree, and also destroys the flowers 
which appear ln white fragrant clusters early in the 
/ he thlck bark and the habit of growing from root-sucker 

■orm its natural protection against fire The fruit i-r -,i 

sh“t* r ei ^ 

b w a women s industry occupying 2 or , 

anddoubti^^ ofthef^Td’ ‘ lluminant ' and 
Africa in oa D a nd l 3rticIe rcturns *> West 

^ this Z'Tm) P ° SSibiy “ Ch0C ° l8te 

rT^esemS 1 J° CUSt . bean ( Parkia fi^oidca) is 

Hannah, “Xr vT 'T*/™ ^ t0 the P** 

is plated b mtv wA 1 the co -try 

example at NnllZu l My SCattered hamlets. For 

far ‘he greltes t g n± "l ° ^ ° f To S°' * by 
landscape. GeneralK of” ° f f ° liage in the nearer 
umbrella crown S ,1 "° great hdght ’ but with a " 

’ the ,eaves a re of the feathery type 



3 6o BULLETIN OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 


already seen in the Piptadenias, but much more dc-r.se 
The flowers are like scarlet-headed drumsticks hanging 
amongst the spare foliage in the dry season, andV: 
succeeded by clustered narrow pods about 9 inches in 
length. These afford food and fodder ; a yellow meal 
around the seeds is edible, and the seeds when pounded 
and fermented make the black paste which is sold under 
the Hausa name daadawa (this Bulletin, 1922,20,45^ 
These rather evil -smelling cakes and balls are a sustaining 
food which keeps well and on that account have served tin- 
itinerant Ilausa, as the date serves the Arab, as both food 
and the means of barter. The bark can be used for tan. 


ning, and an extract of bark and pods forms with latent-:- 
gravel a native cement for floors, lining of wells, etc., and 
is capable of imparting a shine to pottery. The Hau>a 
name for this tree is dorowa, but in the Northern Territories 
of the Gold Coast Europeans call it “ dawa-dawa.” 

The scientific name of each of the two preceding tree? 
commemorates Mungo Park, and the next to be mentioned 
recalls a traveller of another type, viz. Captain Bligh, tlv 


hero of the mutiny on H.M.S. Bounty in 17S9, whose nam-j 
appears in Blighia sapidci , the Akee apple. It is a fon?t 
species, but becomes conspicuous when planted in the 
towns of the Northern Territories as a splendid shade tree 
with dense crown, beautiful about March or April, when 
the brilliant scarlet, bluntly triangular fruits hang in 
contrast with the dark heavy foliage. The Ilausa calls 
this tree “ fisa,” but it is not very common m his own 
country, and the far-travelled trader meeting it there 
after knowing its dominance in the Gonja towns, ba aga, 
etc., calls it " Gonja kusa,” i.e. “ Gonja is near 1 he 
yellow fleshy mass at the base of the large black _ 
edible, but under certain conditions unwholesome, an 
symptoms caused by its use as food have led ina <■ 
to confusion with yellow fever in the West Indie- 
Perhaps the largest of the shade trees of these rt » 
is a kind of mahogany bean called Afzelia fl / r ' ca ” mbrol | s 
cient specimens arc found in towns, with wi j3 . 

spread of foliage and scaly bark. 1 he pods are ‘ ^ 

tic, being very thick and hard, and near shin i n g 
burst with a loud report, dispersing afar the h , 
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black seeds, which are recognisable by the fleshy base 
(called an aril) of orange-yellow. All over Africa such 
<eeds are worn as a charm against weapons of war, or 
prepared as an inspiring potion for those about to fight, 
for the primitive mind, thus fortified, imagines the enemy 
scattered with the same vigour as that which discharges 
the seed. The wood, which is shipped as African 
mahogany, is durable, and often handsomely figured, 
useful for furniture, houses, bridges, railway sleepers, 
and native drums and mortars. Its Gold Coast name 
L “ opapao ” and in Hausa “ kawo.” 

The baobab ( Adansonia digitata) is a characteristic 
object in the open country of the north, and specimens 
may also be seen in the arid hinterland near Accra (PL I, 
fig. 2). Groups of them met with in the bush indicate 
sites of former villages. When covered with leaves, which 
are digitate like those of the kapok tree, it is not unlike a 
stunted specimen of the latter, but it is not buttressed, 
the bark has commonly a shiny purplish tinge, and in the 
leafless season the numerous pendulous fruits, long-oval and 
covered with a greyish furry coat, provoke the facetious 
fancy to a comparison with bulky rats hanging by their 
long tails. This fruit is the monkey bread, or sour gourd, 
and contains a white biscuit-like pulp of acid taste, and 
as the leaves also yield free tartaric acid and acid-tartrate 
of potash the name cream of tartar tree is deserved. The 
young leaves, the pulp, and the seeds pounded, steeped 
and fermented, are all used to flavour soup. The grotesque 
shape of this tree, with its stout stem and short strong 
branches, resembling some monstrous tuber torn from its 
earth, and set with roots turned upwards to the sky, is an 
adaptation, as in the case of the cactus, to a dry climate, 
the wood of the trunk being literally a vast spongy 
reservoir of moisture which protects the trees from death 
through excessive transpiration by the leaves. The largest 
measured by Dr. Dalzicl was 40-45 feet in circumference 
at about breast-high from the ground, but an earlier and 
doubtless veracious traveller in Senegal reported one with 
a circumference of 112 feet. Adanson himself reckoned 
e a ^ e some trees in this region to be 5,000 years, 
pro a ly a miscalculation. The wood-fibre has been 
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exported for paper pulp (this Bulletin, 1917, 15 , ^ 
and the sheets of inner bark yield a useful fibre for native 
ropes, horse-girths, sacking and musical instruments. j n 
the Northern Territories a black plaster for walls of huts 
was made from ashes of the bark. 

Trees which are most commonly planted for shade in 
the towns of the more open country are generally of the 
kind popularly known as banyans. They are all fig. 
bearers (Ficus) and tend to produce aerial roots. The 
species are very numerous, but one of the commonest in 
towns has dense dark green foliage of oval leaves of no 
great size. At Attebubu may be seen some splendid 
umbrageous specimens of this variety, the scientific name 
of which is Ficus Tkonningii (PL II, fig. 1). Another 
attractive species, with graceful heart-shaped shining 
leaves, slender-pointed, is also a good shade-giver — Ficus 
syringifolia. One with very broad leaves — Ficus piaiy - 
phylla (which is planted along the roads in Accra)— is a 
species of gutta-percha tree. In the north it produces 
figs which are sometimes sufficiently succulent to eat, and 
yields a product called red Kano rubber. This species, 
like many others of the fig family, commonly starts life 
as a seedling rooted on a different tree which forms 
its support until in time the aerial roots strangle the 
host and provide a stem for itself. In the more moist 
Ashanti forests a rubber-yielder, Ficus Vogelii, with shin- 
ing glossy leaves, gieatly resembles the Ficus elastica of 
Brazil. 

The only palm to attract the eye in the savannah forest 
regions is the fan palm, palmyra or deleb, unmistakable 
on account of its lofty crown of fan-like fronds, and its 
perhaps unique peculiarity of a stem tapering from above 
downwards like an inverted bottle (PL II, fig- 2 )* ^ ne 
of its names is bottle palm, and old trees sometimes show 
several bulgings. The fruit is smaller than the coconut, 
and has a smooth yellow covering which is succulent an 
edible. The wood is almost imperishable and white-ant 
proof. This palm, Borassus flabellifer var. cethiopnm, n^> 
be seen in abundance on the open lands near Seccon ce, 
and again in extensive belts in North Ashanti ( e,s \^ 
viewed from Ejura), and is really a northern s P ecl 



p LAT£ ] L _i'Hii Trkkb of tin; Gold Coast. 



Fk;. — Bor ass us (hi bell iffy var. alkiofutw, the palmyra y^alm 






3^3 


the trees of the gold coast 

bevond the domain of the oil palm and the tombo or 
bamboo-palm ( Raphia vinifera). 

Corresponding transitions from the moist to the dry 
'ire heralded by thatch roofs instead of shingle and palm- 
leaf and more fully indicated by the replacement of maize 
cultivation by that of guinea-corn and millet, by sweet 
potato for yam, and by shea-nuts and gums in place of 
rubber and forest timber. 

The types of trees described above as found in the 
forests where leaf-shedding trees are in the majority are 
representative of what is called the Sudan zone of vegeta- 
tion. From the forestry point of view these woods are 
perhaps regarded as of comparatively little value. On 
the other hand the proportion of species that yield timber 
fit for local use is considerable, fibre-yielders, both trees 
and humbler plants, are abundant, acacia and other gum 
trees are characteristic of the northern parts, and the rich 
yield of the shea-butter tree alone makes good the economic 
position of the savannah forests. The problems of their 
management are simple compared with those of the moist 
forests, and are mainly connected with prevention of bush- 
fires, which destroy tree-life and encourage the growth of 
mere bush and unprofitable grass. 

NOTES 

Imperial Institute : Committee o! Inquiry. — In February of 
this year the Duke of Devonshire, Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, appointed a Committee with the following 
terms of reference : 

In view of the withdrawal of overseas contributions 
and the consequent financial difficulties of the Imperial 
Institute, to consider and report (i) what functions at 
present carried on by the Imperial Institute are considered 
essential, and ( 2 ) whether these should be continued by 
the Institute or attached elsew r here, and in this connection 
to take into account the functions of other research 
organisations and to report what consequential legislative 
or other measures will be necessary to carry their recom- 
mendations into effect ; further, to report on the functions 
° t * le Imperial Institute, and to what extent the inten- 
!ons of the founders and the Royal Charter are being 
carried out ; and to suggest any improvements which 
th' e ^ T C0I 5 s ^ er ^ nanc mhy possible, if they recommend that 
e Institute shall be carried on on its existing basis. 
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The Committee is constituted as follows : The H 0 -, 
W. Ormsby-Gore, M.P. (Chairman) ; the Hon. p ^ 
Larkin (High Commissioner for the Dominion of Canada) ' 
the Right Hon. Sir Joseph Cook, G.C.M.G. (High Com- 
missioner for the Commonwealth of Australia) ; Colonel 
the Hon. Sir James Alien, K.C.B. (High Commissioner fo r 
the Dominion of New Zealand) ; the Hon. Sir ErUar 
Walton, K.C.M.G. (High Commissioner for the Union* of 
South Africa) ; Lord Islington, G.C.M.G., D.S.O. ; Sir 
James Stevenson, Bt., G.C.M.G. (Colonial Office) - Sir 
Hubert Llewellyn Smith, G.C.B. (Board of Track*) ; Lord 
Kylsant, G.C.M.G. ; Sir Arthur Shirley Benn, K.li.E. 
M.P. ; Sir Gilbert Grindle, K.C.M.G., C.B. (Colonial Office); 
Mr. M. F. Headlam, C.B. (Treasury) ; Sir Edward Davson 
(President, Associated West Indian Chamber of Com- 
merce) ; with Mr. E. B. Boyd (Colonial Office), Secretary. 

The Imperial Institute and its Activities. -The following 
leading article was published in The Times Imperial mid 
Foreign Trade and Engineering Supplement for April 28, 

1923 : 

Resources of the Empire 

When it became apparent that the Imperial Economic 
Conference was not to be held this spring, we urged that 
the Government should at once appoint a committee of 
business men whose charge it should be to prepare practical 
suggestions that might subsequently form a basis of 
discussion at the Conference itself. In his speech in the 
House, in which the President of the Board of Trade 
sketched the Government programme in regard to Empire 
development, Sir Philip Lloyd-Greame said that the 
resources of the Colonics and Protectorates were known, 
and that plans were ready to be put in force as soon as 
the House passed the necessary financial resolutions. \\c 
may at once confess that although wc heartily welcomed 
the adoption of a policy which has been frequently recom- 
mended in our columns, we were considerably surprised to 
learn that the Government was provided with all the 
necessary information concerning the resources of tm 
Colonics. Had someone at the Board of Trade found t e 
key of Sir Auckland's box ? It seemed unlikely, y e , n 
then has the information been concealed ? Obviously tic 
Imperial Institute was the proper repository, for ^ 
not created with the very object of becoming an Intel ig^ 
centre for the Empire where specimens of its multi an 
products could be tested and displayed and L ir p™j{] be 
concerning its undeveloped resources collated . l ' , u -j t 
remembered that at King Edward's suggestion it - 
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, . a memorial of Queen Victoria’s Jubilee, contributions 
Cing received from loyal citizens in all parts of Her 
\hioty's Dominions. Starting with immense enthusiasm, 
'h^ project has been allowed gradually to fade from the 
public mind, though its practical work for the Empire 
has been steadily prosecuted. Disappointment has been 
frequently expressed at the number of persons who visit 
the Imperial Institute in order to examine the remarkable 
and comprehensive collections of products to be seen 
there, though that is a common fate of permanent exhibi- 
tions which lack publicity. 

It is a very shallow view to take of the importance 
and value of the Imperial Institute’s work to judge of it 
solely bv the number of visitors. Its real importance lies 
in the work done by the staff and the expert committees 
of which the public knows nothing. There is convincing 
evidence that not only the British Government, but the 
Governments of the Colonies and Protectorates are very 
far from having anything like complete knowledge con- 
earning the value of Imperial resources, otherwise they 
would not send to the Institute for information. Indeed, 
a moment's reflection is sufficient to show that by its very 
nature commercial and economic intelligence is necessarily 
obsolescent. It must be constantly brought up-to-date, 
since new industries, new discoveries, new inventions arc 
ivaselessly bringing into the commercial arena products 
that only become of importance through the revelation of 
a need for them. Before the gas mantle was invented 
what was the commercial importance of monazitc sand, of 
which the Institute has indicated new sources ? So it 
conies about that to the Imperial Institute, Governments 
and hrms and individuals throughout the Empire constantly 
ivsort for information. The service it renders is twofold. 
It examines and analyses, and ascertains the marketable 
potentialities of a great variety of new products ; it 
supplies information to inquirers as to fresh sources of 
supply. Research work is now being prosecuted in regard 
to the proper preparation of raw rubber, experiments in 
Us direction having already proved of the greatest com- 
mercial importance. Tests of tobacco grown in new 
a n tor y are being made. A section is devoted to testing 
ic breaking strain and other properties of timbers ; 
-tnotncT to testing and certifying the properties of Portland 
a f n i inade materials from new sources. There 

G S ^ n s P ec ^ mens of clay sent from Central Africa, 
thrm ,! r 17 th i_ SOnie bricks inade from ifc Really, and beside 
in thp t ? better tiles and pottery experimentally made 
r c3u i t f ns , ltat . e j rom the same material. The practical 
a this is the creation of new industries and the 
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improvement of those in existence. The Mineral Sectiur 
is constantly at work examining ores and deposits S( J 
by the various Governments. At the Institute they are 
discovering something new every day. Meanwhile there 
is also a staff there engaged in collating information fro n 
all the principal technical papers and indexing cutting 
from them so that on almost every subject the officer-in. 
charge has at his disposal the most recent and authorita- 
tive information to satisfy inquiries reaching the Institute 
from every quarter. 

In the space available it is impossible to give more 
than a brief outline of the work of the Institute, but we 
need scarcely add that it is hampered by lack of support 
and the threat of suppression. That seems the normal 
condition of useful institutions in this country. While 
money is always available for new enterprises— often of a 
thoroughly unpractical nature — the creative work of older 
bodies is restricted and their usefulness impaired by a 
policy of cheese-paring economy, soulless in its outlook, 
but masquerading under the guise of rigid efficiency, 
Instead of supporting the Institute in every possible way, 
determined to bring success to its efforts because of the 
crying need of the Empire, our politicians and bureaucrats 
have taken away its house room and not only thrust the 
University of London, but now talk of putting the War 
Museum, "into the building that was to be a beacon of 
light to the Empire. The neglect of the Imperial Institute 
is not the responsibility of this Government alone but ot 
its predecessors also. And now the Economic Conference, 
the greatest, perhaps the last, opportunity of consolidating 
the Empire on a lasting foundation, will assemble under 
the shadow of a building that is a testimony against this 
generation for neglected opportunities. \^c are com meed 
that the essential preliminary to any scheme of Empire 
development is continuous examination of its resource? 
and the co-ordination of the efforts of all bodies engage 
in this field. There is now no proper central intelligence 
department, no coherent effort to bring into one tocus ai 
that is being done for the furtherance of Eipena u i 
and development. It is our intention to publish a se 
of articles in which the activities of the principal organs 
tions will be impartially examined. The Imperial In* 
tute will be the first. 

The first and second of the series of artl J le ^S 
to above appeared in the issues of The Tunes nip ^ . 
Foreign Trade and Engineering Supplement 
and 12, and are reprinted below : 
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Empire Trade and Development 

Inquiry into the Functions of Existing 
Organisations 

1. The Imperial Institute 

( First Article) 

In its present form the Imperial Institute can hardly 
be regarded as anything more than a pale ghost of the 
tTre at° centre of Empire conceived by its originators. 
Planned on most ambitious lines in days when this country 
had not made up its mind whether Greater Britain was 
an asset or a liability, it possibly owed its failure to fill 
the role designed for it partly to being born ahead of its 
time— a fate which has befallen many of the world's 
greatest men and their ideas. There were other causes, 
prominent among them being the long, costly and unsuc- 
cessful efforts to make the Institute a social centre, in 
competition with an already established organisation. 
Into these it is useless to go to-day. The past cannot be 
undone and the only course of practical interest is to take 
things as they are, attempt to assess the value of the 
present activities of the Institute and indicate if possible 
the directions in which they might be usefully extended 
or curtailed. Some of the functions which were performed 
at one time by the Imperial Institute are now carried on 
by other bodies or by departments and representatives 
of various Empire Governments, and there is little 
prospect of any successful attempt being made to replace 
the present arrangements by a more centralised and com- 
prehensive system. Such co-ordination as is desirable in 
these directions can be better effected in other ways. 

Present Constitution 

fhe present constitution of the Imperial Institute dates 
from April 1916, when an Act was passed transferring the 
property and management to the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, with provision for an executive council of 
twenty-five members nominated by the Board of Trade, 
the Secretary of State for India (two each), the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, the Government of India, 
the Governments of the Dominions (one each), and the 
secretary of State for the Colonies (fourteen). The 
principal work of the Institute, which has been carried on 
^nce 1903 on these lines by its director, Dr. Wyndham R. 
unstan, F.R.S., is now concerned with the development 
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of the commercial and industrial use of the raw muter? 1 - 
of the Empire. This task is divided into three depart- 
ments — Investigation, Intelligence and Exhibition^ 
which arc provided with expert staffs with specialised 
scientific and technical qualifications. An important 
feature of the organisation is the system of advisory 
committees, of which there is one for India and each /,{ 
the Dominions (in the case of the latter presided over 
by the respective High Commissioners), and five technical 
committees (Raw Materials, Mineral Resources, Ceylon 
Rubber Research, Silk and Timbers). There is also a 
Finance and General Purposes Committee. The Rev- 
Materials Committee, of which Sir Algernon Firth i> 
Chairman, includes representatives of the London, Liver- 
pool, Manchester, Glasgow, Bristol, Norwich, Hull and 
Middlesbrough Chambers of Commerce, the Association 
of British Chambers of Commerce, and the Federation of 
British Industries. 

In the case of minerals, a newer organisation known a? 
the Imperial Mineral Resources Bureau was established in 
1919 and there has since been some overlapping in this 
field between the Institute and the Bureau. This matter 
will be dealt with in a later article. 


Investigation Department 

In the remainder of the present article it is proposal 
to survey briefly the work already accomplished by thy 
Investigation Department. The Intelligence and Exhibi- 
tion Departments will be reviewed in a second article. A 
number of societies have their offices in the Institute 


building, and in some cases work in close co-operation 
with it. These are the International Association for 
Tropical Agriculture (British Section), the Empire Forestry 
Association (which works in conjunction with the Advisor) 
Committee on Timbers), the Overseas Nursing Association, 
the African Society, and the Northbrook Society, me 
work of the two former will be discussed in a subsequent 
article They occupy accommodation which could Harem 
be usefully employed by the Institute, consisting ot a 
number of small rooms, and there is an obvious pi _ ‘j 
advantage in collecting as many as possible ol sue 
societies in one centre. Yet this statement nms . j 
taken to imply that the Institute is over-burdened 
space, and the official proposal to house the \\ a * 
in the building should be strenuously resisted oftk 
Inspection of the laboratories and test ing-ro ■ . dcd 
Investigation Department must convince an °P Elite's 
inquirer that there is at least one side of th 
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. r k which is not only extremely valuable but might 
%S ° titably be considerably expanded. The laboratories 
-^eive samples of new or little-known raw materials from 
rt , t J Governments of various parts of the Empire and from 
Untish representatives in foreign countries, and they also 
• 1( iertake special work for firms or private individuals in 
lU [\y part of the Empire on payment of the cost of the 
vest i nation. Mineral surveys have also been conducted 
I'] Ceylon, Nigeria and Nyasaland. 

In the show-cases of the reference sample room are to 
be seen the results of many interesting and valuable 
investigations. Among these the writer was particularly 
impressed with the section relating to paper made from 
various materials not yet commercially used for this 
purpose. The bamboos which cover vast areas of British 
East Africa have been proved to be capable of being 
utilised for the manufacture of wood pulp for paper- 
making, and as there are local supplies — at Lake Magadi — 
of the soda required in the digesting process, there are 
good prospects of a pulp industry being established, 
fenders for leases of bamboo lands are now being invited 
by the local Government. Papers of good quality have 
been made by manufacturers in this country from bamboo. 
Other African paper-making materials which have been 
shown to be quite satisfactory are tambookic grass and 
the spent wattle bark from which the tanning ingredient 
has been extracted. As the result of investigations by the 
Institute during the war, the extraction of wattle bark 
extract, formerly a German monopoly, is now being 
undertaken in South Africa, and the manufacture of 
paper and cardboard from the spent bark will follow. In 
view of the fact that before many years are past there is 
every probability of a severe famine in paper-making 
materials of the types now utilised, this work on possible 
substitutes will eventually prove to be of the greatest 
value. 

Very useful work has also been done in connection 
with oil seeds, and as the result of the investigations con- 
ducted at the Institute Indian opium is now taking the 
place of the product of Persia and Turkey. During 
the four years 1916-19 nearly £400,000 worth of Indian 
opium was imported by this country for manufacturing 
purposes, whereas previously none \v:s so employed, 
the utilisation of the Indian ajowan plant for the manu- 
facture of thymol, formerly made almost exclusively in 
-lermany, and the extraction of atropine from the wild 
g\ptian henbane, which has now become an article of 
export, are other interesting results achieved. 
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Improvement of the winding of Kashmir and Mysore 
silks leading to a great advance in the quality of fabric 
that can be made from them and the demonstration of tV 
suitability of the extraordinary communal nests of the 
African anaphe moth as a source of raw silk are other 
achievements standing to the credit of the Investigation 
Department. 

Some noteworthy accomplishments were the discovery 
of thorium-producing deposits in Ceylon, the location of 
the great Udi coal-field in Nigeria, which will eventually 
render our West African territories independent of im- 
ported coal, and the replacement, during the war, of 
Turkish boxwood by the boxwood of South Africa. *0n 
the initiative of the Timbers Committee tests were carried 
out, in conjunction with the Office of Works, which have 
led to the inclusion in the official timber specifications of 
that department of various British Columbian and Eastern 
Canadian timbers as alternatives to European woods. 
Much attention has also been devoted to cotton and 
jute. 

These examples must suffice as an indication of what 
the laboratories of the Institute have already done. At 
present they are working on various problems connected 
with rubber in addition to pursuing the investigations of 
oil seeds and testing cement. So far the Institute has 
dealt with materials sent to it and has been able to cope 
with the volume of work without undue delay. 


The Imperial Institute 

(, Second Article) 

Investigation of raw materials with a view to their 
commercial exploitation naturally involves much more 
than laboratory work, which must be supplemented by 
the collection of a mass of economic information as to 
the extent of available supplies, cost of collection ana 
transport, labour conditions, possibility of finding a profit- 
able market, and so forth. The laboratory work of the 
Imperial Institute was briefly outlined in the P[ e ^ ing f 
article, and it is now proposed to give a short sketen . 
the complementary activities of the Institute. Her 
may be mentioned that a large and valuable body 
information about the resources of the Empire as 
accumulated and is available for the benefit 0 a ' w i|ich 
interested in promoting development. The P!“ ? n0t 
the Institute works is to conduct its mvestig - . jj 
from the purely scientific point of view, but wit 
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realisation of the commercial aspect. In brief, its object 
is to provide the technical basis for the fullest development 
of Imperial resources. 

Information Bureau 

The Technical Information Bureau is a branch of the 
Scientific and Technical Department. It collects, indexes, 
and arranges information which is likely to be of service, 
especially information of a technical and commercial 
nature in regard to the production, use of and trade in the 
chief raw materials of the Empire and of foreign countries. 
It also deals with inquiries received at the Institute from 
Governments, firms and individuals in this country and 
oversea. Requests for technical information in regard to 
industrial processes, methods of tropical agriculture, and 
prospects of agricultural and other industries in different 
parts of the Empire are also answered by this department. 
Space only permits of a single example of the class of 
inquiry dealt with being given, the work being so varied 
that it is quite impossible to give a comprehensive idea of 
its scope. The following instance is of special interest as 
showing the utility of the Institute as a medium for placing 
different parts of the Empire in touch with one another's 
products. At the request of the Director of the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Service, Ottawa, the chief Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner in the United Kingdom 
consulted the Institute regarding the technical characters 
of the African timber known as Musharago, of which 
samples from Africa had been submitted to firms in 
Ottawa as a substitute for Circassian walnut. The wood 
in question is one of the most valuable of the hardwoods 
of Kenya, and probably also occurs in certain districts of 
South Africa. Samples were in the possession of the 
Institute, and a memorandum giving full information as 
to occurrence, character and uses of the timber, results of 
strength tests, and practical experience gained with the 
wood by the Uganda Railway was prepared and forwarded 
to the Canadian Trade Commissioner. 

T echnical Committees 

Brief reference must be made to the work of the 
advisory technical committees, the constitution of which 
was mentioned in the preceding article. These committees, 
^ me ?* as required, include representatives of the 
trades and industries concerned, who are in many cases 
ommated by bodies interested in the production or 
tlii lSatl0n ^ aw mater i a k. The committees advise as to 
commercial development of materials which have 
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been examined at the Institute, and suggest subjects fr r 
investigation and inquiry. A senior member of the 
Institute staff acts as secretary to each committee, and 
other officers attend the meetings as required. 

The Raw Materials Committee, which has as ^ 
principal object the discovery of commercial outlets f or 
the raw materials examined at the Institute, took an active 
part in the discovery of a substitute for Sheffield lime for 
use as a polishing material in the Birmingham metal 
industry and in the production in this country of synthetic 
resins ; numerous other useful lines of action have been 
initiated by this committee. The Silk Production 
Committee has taken an active interest in stimulating seri- 
culture in the Empire with a view to reducing our depen. 
dence on foreign supplies, good work having been done 
in India and Cyprus. The Timbers Committee has done 
much to promote increased use of Empire woods, especially 
those of Canada and West Africa, in this country. The 
Mineral Resources Committee advises in regard to the 
preparation of the mineral publications of the Institute 
and considers questions concerned with development of 
mineral deposits. A number of monographs on minerals 
have been prepared chiefly by specialists selected by the 
committee and published by Mr. John Murray. Tin 
Rubber Research Committee, which works in conjunction 
with a similar body in Ceylon, now includes representatives 
of the Rubber Growers r Association and of the Research 
Association of British Rubber and Tyre Manufacturers. 
Many important questions relating to the quality of 
rubber have been investigated, and a new programme ot 
research is now in hand. 


Planting Industries Helped 
Assistance in the establishment of planting and other 
industries overseas is an important feature of the Insti- 
tute's work. The improvement of the Gold Coast cocoa 
industry and the establishment of tobacco -growing m 
Nyasaland may be mentioned as examples. In main 
cases the pioneer work has extended over a number o 
years and has involved examination and valuatio 
large numbers of samples of particular products g 
on an experimental scale, supply of informatio 
advice regarding methods of cultivation and prep 4 . 
remedying defects, requirements of users, ana 
questions relating to marketing. - r : es f ro m 

A few figures showing the number of mqa r 
various sources dealt with are of interest. s about 
India was responsible for about 120, the Domin 
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, Colonies and Protectorates about 475, firms and 
r lividuals in the United Kingdom more than 400, and 
“her countries about 60, the total for the year being well 
over 1,300. India, which has, only temporarily it is 
hoped, suspended its grant to the Institute, was respon- 
sible for more inquiries than any one of the Dominions. 

Exhibition Galleries 

The exhibition galleries are now very well arranged on 
a definite plan, the object being to give a conspectus of 
the resources of the Empire by sections allotted to the 
different countries and also in certain instances to show 
samples of raw materials with the products manufactured 
from them. There are between thirty and forty separate 
collections of exhibits illustrative of the resources of the 
Empire oversea. Pictures, dioramas and transparencies 
add greatly to the educational value of the galleries, and 
for students of economics there are a number of graphs 
dealing with the production of the chief countries of the 
Empire. Last year over 1 50,000 people visited the 
galleries, this number including five thousand pupils from 
180 different schools and institutions and their teachers. 
More than twice as many schools applied last year for 
conducted party facilities as could be dealt with by the 
present staff, and this year’s experience is similar. There 
is no other exhibition in the Empire of a similar kind and 
there can be no doubt as to the educational value of these 
galleries, which only require efficient publicity to make 
them much more widely utilised. Only six members of 
the Institute’s technical staff are directly engaged on 
work in connection with the galleries in addition to the 
lecturers for the conducted parties. 

The exhibits in the galleries are often the starting 
point of inquiries and researches conducted by the Insti- 
tute, and the collections are constantly utilised by its 
technical committees. From the educational point of 
view the value of the Institute's exhibition galleries would 
be much enhanced by the addition of a cinematograph 
hall, and it is to be hoped that it will be found possible 
to provide this desirable adjunct in the near future. 

General Conclusions 

The general impression made upon the writer by his 
recent visits to the Imperial Institute is undoubtedly 
^ 111 present form it is doing extremely valuable 
v-oik, though much handicapped by an entirely inadequate 
income. At present its total receipts are about £30,000 
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per annum. The scientific and technical staff numbers in . 
over forty. About twenty are engaged in laborator- 
investigations, about twelve on intelligence, and six arl 
attached to the exhibition galleries. There is, however 
no rigid segregation of the three departments. It will K 
generally agreed that this is a ridiculously inadequate 
staff to consider and investigate the resources of an 
Empire which includes one-fifth of the land surface of 
the globe. As a contrast, it may be mentioned that the 
Western Electric Company of America has over i - 0(J 
technically trained men spending the whole of their time 
on research. It will probably be conceded by most 
people that the investigation of resources is a legitimate 
function of the State. Once an industry has been well 
established it should be left to it to conduct its own 
research work in connection with improvement of processes 
possibly with some assistance from the State in regard to 
the more generalised scientific and technical problems that 
have to be solved. Admitting this much, we must, to be 
logical, also admit that the State should provide adequately 
for the investigation of Empire resources leading to estab- 
lishment of new industries. This the Empire is certainly 
not doing at the present time. 

It is true that the Dominions, India and a few of the 
colonies are now able to carry out some of the less com- 
plicated work of investigation of their own resources, but 
they still look to the United Kingdom for information 
and advice and to perform tasks which require elaborate 
laboratory research and practical tests in modern large- 
scale industrial plants. Thus in 1922 Australia and 
South Africa each initiated about ninety inquiries con- 
ducted by the Imperial institute, while Canada and New 
Zealand originated about thirty-five each. The Institute 
works in close touch with oversea technical departments. 
The latter carry out the preliminary field work and select 
materials which appear to be worth detailed treatment, 
acting therefore as a sort of sieve for the Institute, and 
sorting out the promising subjects for investigation in 
London if their own research facilities are inadequate for 
the task. 

Many of the Crown Colonies and Protectorates, how- 
ever, do not possess the necessary trained personnel^ to 
undertake even the preliminary examination of tneir 
resources on a sufficiently comprehensive scale. This k 
a direction in which it is possible to see plainly the nee 
for an expansion of the Institute's activities. If a srna 
body of qualified experts was available for the 
of forming flying survey parties, it would be possibe 
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I them to each of the Crown Colonies and Protec- 
despatc turn jhere they would make a thorough 
‘filiation of the mineral and vegetable resources, 
e Trtine samples for investigation in London, and collect- 
• such economic information as is needed to give a 
IIlS -rd idea as to the prospects of developing any industry 
tested as a possibility by the existence of suitable raw 
uerials Naturally, if the Institute was in a position 
in undertake this task— it has, of course, in past years 
nitiated several important investigations— its laboratory 
and "intelligence departments would have to be greatly 
rnlarged Yet when we compare the scientific staff of 
forty employed by the Institute to investigate the raw 
material resources of the Empire with the 1,500 research 
workers of a single industrial organisation in the United 
States it is difficult to resist the conclusion that as a 
people we are still less than half awake to the importance 
of devoting a sufficient portion of our national income to 
that properly-balanced investigation of our untapped 
wealth that represents the foundation upon which our 
future prosperity must depend. The contribution of the 
British Government is £10,000 a year, conditional upon 
three times as much being provided by other parts of the 
Empire. The fact that the Association of British Chambers 
of Commerce has represented to the Government the need 
for more generous treatment of the Imperial Institute 
shows that at least one business organisation is alive to 
the value of the work it is doing. 

The Imperial Institute and India. — The following article 
appears in Indian Engineering for May 5, 1923. 

The Imperial Institute 

The question of the severance of India’s connection 
with the Imperial Institute has recently attracted some 
attention, and it may on that account be interesting 
to give some information regarding the constitution 
and objects of an Institute which was founded with con- 
siderable enthusiasm, but which in the opinion of the 
Government of India now serves no useful purpose. 
The Imperial Institute was founded by the united effort 
of the people of Great Britain and the British Common- 
wealth and Colonies overseas on the initiative of King 
Edward VII as the Empire Memorial of the Jubilee of 
Queen Victoria, and from the contributions received 
from all parts of the Empire the building in London w r as 
constructed and a capital sum invested as an endowment 
mnd. It was intended that the Institute should be a 
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centre house for information and investigation f 0r ,1 
commercial development of the natural resources of 
Empire and the promotion of intcr-Imperial commc . 
and industry. rcc 

The first Corporation of the Institute appears to R 
devoted much energy to making it a place of pop ^? 
resort, but the income proved to be insufficient for m ^ 
taining facilities of that kind in addition to the princirH 
purpose for which the Institute was founded, and in mv, 
the building and funds were transferred to H.M. Govern" 1 
ment with the main object of promoting the utilisation 
of the resources of the Empire. In 1902 an Act of p ar 
liament placed the management in the Board of Trade 
with an Advisory Committee of representatives of the 
Dominions, Colonies and India, as well as of the Colonial 
and India Offices, and the Boards of Trade and of Agricul- 
ture. In 1916 another Act transferred the property and 
management to the Secretary of State for the Colonies! 
and it provided for an Executive Council consisting of 
twenty-five members, nominated by the Board of Trade 
the Secretary of State for India, the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, the Government of India, the Government 
of the several Dominions and the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies. These changes are mentioned, but the 
main point is that since the beginning of the centurv 
the available funds have been devoted to the development 
of the commercial and industrial use of the raw materials 
of the Empire. 

The work is carried on in the three principal depart- 
ments of Investigation, Intelligence and Exhibition, the 
staff of which includes officers with special qualifications 
in chemistry, botany, geology, mineralogy, and in certain 
branches of technology, in their relation to the utilisation 
of raw materials. Associated with this work are a number 
of Advisory Committees, and each of the Dominions and 
India has a Special Committee of members with know- 
ledge of the trade and industries of these countries. In 
addition there is a Raw Materials Committee, appointed 
by the British Chambers of Commerce, concerned in 
making known to the commercial communit3 r results of 
investigations which are of importance to trade and com- 
merce. The laboratory work of the Institute is principally 
concerned with discovering the appropriate use for any 
particular materials, and this department issues each year 
hundreds of reports on thevalue and the use of mineral and 
vegetable raw materials. The Intelligence branch has for 
its business the collection and reviewing of all publish 
information respecting the origin and uses of raw materia s, 
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, . oncwerinff the numerous enquiries made to the 
fiitutc from all parts of the world. The Exhibition 
11 rics display collections of importance in connection 
S 5ith the work of investigation and intelligence, and for 
nmmercial purposes. 

C ° It will be gathered from the above that the operations 
f t he Imperial Institute not only help to develop the 
Sources of overseas countries but to promote inter- 
T rial trade between the constituent parts of the 
E noire, and it is because the Institute is in close touch 
with producers and the conditions of production that 
i s in a unique position to promote this co-operation 
for the mutual benefit of all the countries concerned. In 
the matter of drugs, for instance, the Institute has demon- 
strated the value of Indian opium for medicinal purposes 
and for the manufacture of morphia and other alkaloids, 
it has also led to the seed of the Indian ajowan plant being 
utilised for the manufacture of thymol, which was formerly 
manufactured in Germany. Much work has been done in 
connection with the numerous kinds of beans grown com- 
mercially in Burma, and in the essential oils produced 
in the United Provinces. In oil seeds, safflower, linseed, 
perilla, kapok, toria and others, there has been much 
scientific investigation. In fibres, jute, sunn hemp, kapok, 
cotton, talipot palm, bamboo and cotton stalks for paper 
making ; in drugs, belladonna, datura, Strychnos nux- 
blanda seeds, senna, derris root and camphor ; in tobacco ; 
in timbers for match-making ; in tanning materials ; in 
minerals, corundum, bauxite, micanite, and lignite ; in 
miscellaneous materials, casein, beeswax, resin, rubber, 
and many others, the Institute has rendered the most 
valuable services by scientific examination and advice. 
In fact, it is impossible in a short space to give an adequate 
idea of the wide scope of the Institute's technical work of 


great importance and possibilities in the interests of all 
the outlying parts of the Empire including India. The 
history of industry and commerce, as Dr. Gibbons said 
in his work on the subject, is the history of civilisation, 
and no country in the severe competition of the day can 
afford to neglect potentialities of wealth. Yet the Govern- 
ment of India have thought fit to decide that the operations 
of the Imperial Institute were of such little use to India 
that there was no reason for continuing the very small 
annual contribution towards its upkeep. 

But that opinion, as we mentioned in our article of 
November last, was not shared by the Association of 
ntish Chambers of Commerce, and since then the Associa- 
tion of Chambers of Commerce of India and Ceylon have, 
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we understand, almost unanimously taken the same view 
It is impossible for us to believe, as the Government of 
India appear to think, that the interests of India are safe 
in the hands of the Indian Trade Commissioner with hr 
restricted office and no opportunities for scientific research 
The issues at stake are far beyond his range of influence 
and it is for the business men of the country to consider 
whether the retrenchment of a petty grant is, or is not 
penny-wise and pound-foolish. 


Empire Forestry Association : Presidential Address by H.R.H, 
the Prince of Wales.— At the First Annual Meeting of the 
Empire Forestry Association, held at the Guildhall, 
London, on March 2, 1923, His Royal Highness delivered 
the following address : 

41 My Lord Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,— In moving 
the adoption of the accounts and report, I would like to 
say how very pleased I am, as President of the Empire 
Forestry Association, to be present here this afternoon, 
and how grateful we all are to the Lord Mayor for having 
so kindly placed the Guildhall at our disposal on this 


occasion. 

“ Though I cannot in any way claim sufficient technical 
knowledge of forestry to justify my being in the Chair 
this afternoon, it is a subject which has always aroused 
my keenest interest, and 1 have had in the last three 
years unrivalled opportunities of realising the vast tim- 
ber resources of our Empire, and I have actually! had 
the good fortune to visit lumber mills in Canada and 


Australia, , , 

“ Now the Empire Forestry Association deserves, ana 
I trust that it will receive, support from all those through- 
out the Empire who recognise the vital importance ot 
forestry to the life of a nation, and the need for looking 
ahead and promoting systematic planting and conservation 
of existing forests, if we are not to lose one of the rn 
important resources of civilisation. Without a c. P 
supply of timber any progressive community must 
disaster, having regard to the many needs we have 
timber in everyday life, for which a regular andchep 
supply is essential. This, however, can only e 

by close attention to forestry in all its aspects, i of 
to accept the evidence of those who have made L in ' t he 
the rate of consumption of timber, the worl , ^ 

next twenty years, will be faced with a tm ^ mak [ ng 
if not an actual famine. No time must be 1 n t0 

provision for future supplies. Steps must Great 

replant the vast forest areas devastated du g 
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War These are estimated in Great Britain alone at one 
million acres, of which probably not 5 per cent, have 
been replanted up to the present time. 

a i n addition to the one million acres cleared during 
the war, it is estimated that in Great Britain there are 
three million acres suitable for afforestation and for no 
other purpose, and the time is opportune, particularly in 
view of the urgency of finding solutions for the problem 
of unemployment. The Empire Forestry Association, 
as a great voluntary organisation, can do effective 
u’ork by bringing home — not only to the people of this 
countrv, but to other countries of the Empire — the need 
for action by the State, and also by private enterprise, 
which, if judiciously encouraged, can do so much in this 
matter. This is one of the several directions in which, by 
propaganda, the Empire Forestry Association should be 
able to render a most important Imperial service, and 
I trust that the doctrine will be preached not merely in 
London, but by speakers throughout the Provinces, and 
especially in those country districts in which the need for 
action is apparent. 

“ This country, however, can never expect to be able 
to grow all the timber it consumes, and certain woods must 
be got from warmer countries. Considering how almost 
every kind of climate can be found within our Empire, 
it is unsatisfactory to learn that by far the greater part 
of the timber used by us is brought from abroad. This 
state of affairs suggests an alluring programme of operations 
for the Empire Forestry Association to carry out with the 
hope of remedying, even to a small extent, this deficiency 
in the forest production and economy of the Empire. 
The need for systematic forestry must be more fully 
realised, and the doctrine of self-regeneration of forests 
no longer relied on as the sole means of propagation. 

" Another aspect of the many-sided work of the Associa- 
* lon * s promote the use of the lesser-known timbers 
of the Empire, including those of tropical countries, many 
of which are scarcely known in commerce. In this 
connection the Association should find it an advantage 
° r . *J ave ma de its headquarters at the Imperial Institute, 
hi h access to the varied collections of tropical timbers 
^ ] ch are shown there, and to have established co- 
pcration with the Timbers Committee of that Institute 
bringing about a better knowledge of the timbers of our 
9 0untrie3 an d their commercial usage. 
m ia terests, too, of timber growers in Great Britain 

- not be overlooked, and every effort must be made 
popularise the use of home-grown timbers, whose 
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valuable properties have only to be known to be bett 
appreciated, provided they were placed on the niark^ 
in the same form and condition as the foreign article Ct 

“ From the Empire point of view it is hoped that th 
Association will play an important part in oreanr * 
the Forestry section at the British Empire Exhibition^ 
1924 by establishing an Imperial Forestry Enquiry Burea' 
which will act as a clearing house for information and h 
a key to every exhibit incidental to forestry at Wembley * 

“ Gentlemen, I am not here to enlarge on the aims 
and objects of the Association, for these were fully d ea |t 
with by more competent speakers than myself at the 
Inaugural Meeting just over a year ago, but in moving 
this Report I sincerely trust that this Association wifi 
gain the support throughout the Empire that it deserves 
and that to become a member and supporter of the 
Empire Forestry Association and its sister Associations in 
the Dominions will be recognised as the duty of all those 
who realise the high importance of the varied work which 
the Association desires to carry out.” 

Copper Ores and Mercury Ores : Imperial Institute Monographs, 

- — Two further volumes in the series of monographs on 
mineral resources issued under the direction of the 
Mineral Resources Committee of the Imperial Institute 
have been published recently by Mr. John Murray. They 
deal respectively with Copper Ores and Mercury Ores. 

Copper Ores . — This volume has been prepared by 
Robert Allen, M.A. (Cantab.), B.Sc. (Loud.), M.Inst.M.M., 
Scientific and Technical Department, Imperial Institute. 
It consists of 221 pages, and is divided into three chapters, 
the first of which briefly deals with the ores and mineral 
associations of copper ; enrichment of the ores ; classifica- 
tion of the deposits ; mining and metallurgy, the latter 
being illustrated with a chart ; the world’s chief copper 
refineries ; the cost of producing the metal ; grades and 
prices ; association of buyers and sellers ; the uses ot 
copper ; descriptions of its more important binary an 
ternary alloys ; substitutes ; consumption ; control or tie 
world’s copper resources ; and the world’s production. 

The second chapter gives an account of the sourc - 
of supply of copper ores in the British Empire, ai 
includes descriptions of the more important dcp° 5 } 
Canada, viz. those in British Columbia, Manitoba, - 
West Territories, and Ontario, and also of those 0 W ^ 
land, South Australia and Tasmania. T L t Britain, 
references to minor occurrences of copper m urea 
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British Borneo, Cyprus, India, British Africa, Newfound- 
land Papua and New Zealand. 

The third chapter treats of foreign sources of supply, 
and describes the principal copper deposits of Germany, 
Norway Russia (in Europe and Asia), Spain, Japan and 
Formosa, Korea (Chosen), Belgian Congo, Cuba, Mexico, 
United States, Chile and Peru, with references to the 
l^s important occurrences in Austria, Bulgaria, Finland, 
Greece, Hungary, Italy, Portugal, Rumania, Sweden, 
Yuo-o-Slavia, China, Dutch East Indies, Persia, Angola, 
Portuguese East Africa, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Col- 
ombia etc. The monograph contains six diagrams, a 
map of the world showing the copper occurrences referred 
to in the text, and a bibliography with some 300 references. 

Mercury Ores . — This work has been prepared by 
Edward Halse, A.R.S.M., M.Inst.M.M., Scientific and 
Technical Department, Imperial Institute, and consists 
of to 1 pages. The first of the three chapters into which 
the book is divided deals with the mercury minerals, 
and the methods of mining, concentration and reduction ; 
and also with the properties, uses, value, and world's 
production of the metal. 

The second chapter describes the known deposits of 
the British Empire, e.g. British Borneo, Transvaal, 
Canada (Kamloops Lake and Vancouver Island, British 
Columbia), Australia (Yulgilbar and Pulganbar, New 
South Wales ; Kilkivan and Cooktown, Queensland ; and 
Myponga, South Australia), and New Zealand (Puhipuhi, 
Kanacranga Valley, Mackaytown and Ohaeawai — all in 
the North Island). 

The third chapter gives an account of the foreign 
sources of supply, and describes the principal mercury 
deposits of Germany, Italy, Russia, Spain, Yugo-Slavia, 
Asia Minor, China, Algeria, Mexico, the United States 
and South America. In the case of the last-mentioned 
country a description is given of the famous Santa Barbara 
mine in Huancavelica, Peru, and references are made to 
deposits in Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Dutch Guiana, Ecuador 
and Venezuela. 

A map shows the principal mercury occurrences in the 
world, and the monograph concludes with a list of refer- 
ences to the literature of the subject. 

The Estimation of Fat in Casein. — The presence of a 
^gh percentage of fat in commercial casein is undesirable 
^contracts usually specify that the amount present 
shall not exceed a certain limit. Its exact estimation is 
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therefore of considerable importance. The intimate 
ner in which the fat is associated with the nitrone ^ 
constituents of the casein render its extraction by mean° U f 
ordinary solvents extremely difficult, and owing to th°- 
circumstance estimations made by different observers ^ 
one and the same sample may give discordant result-* 
Indian casein, for example, examined at the Imper ,5 | 
Institute gave consistently low results for the percent^* 
of fat when extracted with ether in a Soxhlet extractor' 
but much higher results were obtained by the Werner 
Schmidt method, in which the casein is heated with hydro, 
chloric acid before the fat is extracted. A sample of 
Indian casein examined by this method was found to 
contain 7-4 per cent, of fat, but Gangolli and Meldrum in 
India, using the Soxhlet ether extraction method, found 
only 0-24 per cent, in another specimen of the same casein 
and they state that their figure was confirmed by the 
use of a new 4< absolute method " which they had devised 
( Bulletin , No. 4, 1921, Department of Industries , Bombay ). 

The difference being of such a fundamental nature, 
the published methods for the estimation of fat in casein 
were subjected to a comprehensive study at the Imperial 
Institute, and the results have been given in a paper on 
“ The Estimation of Fat in Casein," by G. T. Bray, 
A.I.C., and F. Major, B.Sc., A.I.C., read at a meeting of 
the London Section of the Society of Chemical Industry 
on February 5, 1923 (Journ. Soc . Chem. hid 1923, 42 , 
106T). 

Experiments showed that the fat is not completely 
removed from dry casein by extraction with ether in a 
Soxhlet extraction apparatus even after the process has 
been continued for 31 hours. 

Results obtained by the Rose-Gottlieb method, in 
which the casein is dissolved in dilute ammonia, were 
not concordant and were lower than those found by the 
Werner-Schmidt method. Moreover, in the former method 
it was often difficult to get the casein to dissolve satis- 
factorily in the dilute ammonia, even on warming. 

The Werner-Schmidt method was found to give the 
most concordant and trustworthy results. According to 
the details recommended by the authors, the casein 
dissolved by warming it with 4 parts of hydrochloric aci 
(sp. gr. 1*16) and 2 parts of water for 40 minutes, j ^ 
solution is then shaken with ether, and the residue e 
after removing the ether from the ethereal extra*: 5 
finally extracted with light petroleum to isolate the a . 

Gangolli and Meldrum suggested that the fat 0 a 
by this method contains products of the hydrolysis 
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- ein and that the method therefore gives results that 
c ^ tco high ; but this contention was shown to be untenable. 

? om experiments carried out at the Imperial Institute it 
vas evident that conditions even more favourable for the 
hydrolysis of the casein do not influence the percentage 
of fat obtained and also that the petroleum-soluble matter 
/fat) obtained does not contain sufficient nitrogenous 
hvdrolytic products to vitiate the accuracy of the esti- 

ma jhe new “ absolute method ,J recommended by 
Gan ff olli and Meldrum was shown to be entirely un- 
reliable and to give low and inaccurate results, as by 
this method the fat is not completely extracted. The 
casein does not dissolve satisfactorily in the caustic soda 
solution used, and it was found that the whole of the 
fat is not removed completely by the one extraction with 
ether, which, according to the published account of the 
method, is stated to be sufficient. 

As a result of the experiments carried out it was 
concluded that the Werner-Schmidt method was the best 
and most reliable method for the estimation of fat in 
casein, and that the percentage of fat (7*4), found by the 
institute in a sample of Indian casein and considered 
by Gangolli and Meldrum to be inaccurate , is correct. 

In the course of the discussion which followed the 
reading of the paper, Mr. M. S. Salamon supported the 
statement that the Werncr-Schmidt method was the only 
one which gave consistent results, and that all the other 
methods gave low results. 

The African Oil Palm in Angola. — In the article on this 
subject (this Bulletin, 1922, 20 , 1 52) it should have been 
stated that Mr. Dawe was sent to Angola, on the nomina- 
tion of the Imperial Institute, not by the Portuguese 
Government but by the Fomento Geral de Angola, a 
Portuguese company operating in Angola with head- 
quarters at Lisbon. 

Sillimanite : a High-grade Refractory Material. - Crystalline 
anhydrous aluminium silicate occurs in rocks in three 
forms, as sillimanite or fibrolite, as andalusite, and as 
cyanite. These three minerals, although identical 
chemically, have quite distinct physical properties, 
bulimanite is much the most stable of the three, and the 
others may be converted into this form by heating to above 
G 3 20 C. ; it may be produced artificially by fusing 
together silica and alumina in the correct proportions or 
by other methods. 

Sillimanite is found widely distributed in gneisses and 
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crystalline schists and in the detrital rocks derived f rora 
these • less often it occurs in zones of contact metamorph- 
ism and still more rarely in granites. It is especially 
characteristic of the khondalite gneiss of India. In most 
cases the mineral is disseminated in grains or aggregate; 
of fibres throughout the rock, the massive variety beintt 
extremely scarce. Recently, however, the occurred 
in India of massive sillimanite has been brought to the 
notice of the Imperial Institute. The mineral is stated to 
occur near Nongmaweit in the Khasia Hills of Assam, in 
the form of boulders. Details are at present lacking, 
but if the experimental work now being carried out proves 
successful and the difficulties of transport (which are 
verv great in this mountainous tract) can be overcome, 
an attempt will be made to develop the deposit and place 
the sillimanite on the market as a high-grade refractory 

mat Siihmanite has many valuable properties which render 
it suitable for use as a refractory material, amongst 
which are strength and toughness, high melting point 
about 1,810' C.) and stability up to that temperature, 
low co-efficient of expansion, low electrical conductivity 
freedom from volume changes, neutral reaction, and 
Sty to corrosive slags and to oxidising and reducing 

^This suggested use of sillimanite seems to arise naturally 
out of its synthetic development in furnace linings and pots 

clay body of the tank or pot. material com- 

from a theoretical point of view a r b [deal for 

posed wholly or mainly of sillimanite would 

use in glass manufacture. cillimanite as a 

In practice, however, the use , cfa^e* an( ^ 

refractory material is still in the experime <l D , js 
in spite of the desirable qualities ^ e " sc a7city of t^ 
not yet commercially available owing producing it 

natural mineral and the expense involved in p 

artificially. , produced by 

Fused artificial sillimanite has bee P Qr ^crals 
Malinite process of smelting alumi 
with a reducing agent. m „\ p a out with mixture 

Experiments have also been carr An' erican 

resembling sillimanite in composition by tne 
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„ t Company in conjunction with the Mellon 

,te Ind ” is said that the production of such 
f -irtorv materials in quantity has already commenced, 
n hli shed results, however, refer to tests performed on 
con taining a much higher percentage of alumina 
1 R 1 does sillimanite, but it is stated that the composition 
H the ma terial used will eventually approximate as closely 
to that of sillimanite as possible. 

s\ process has been patented in America for the manu- 
facture of refractory bricks from a mixture of artificial 
sillimanite and of finely ground natural zirconia, the 
amount of the latter varying from 5 to 75 per cent. 

‘ Though the first cost of sillimanite refractories may be 
higher than that of less refractory materials, it is probable 
that eventually it will be found that their greater durability 
will more than compensate for the difference. 


recent progress in agriculture and the 

DEVELOPMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

In this section of the Bulletin a summary is given of the contents of 
the more important papers and reports received during the preceding 
quarter , in so far as these relate to tropical agriculture and the utilisation 
of the natural resources of the Colonies , India and the Tropics generally. 
It must be understood that the Imperial Institute accepts no responsibility 
for the opinions expressed in the papers and reports summarised . 


AGRICULTURE 
Foodstuffs and Fodders 

Tea.— The factors affecting the quality of tea form the 
subject of an interesting communication to the Quarterly 
Jouru ., Scientific Dept. y Indian Tea Assoc. (1922, Part II, 
p. 44)- An account is given of extensive research work 
carried out on different grades, with a view to determining 
the relations between the composition of the tea and the 
market price. Particular attention was devoted to the 
tannin, since the astringency of that substance influences 
the taste of the liquor, and is responsible for “ briskness 
and " pungency.’ ' The tasters’ reports, in conjunction 
with the analyses, showed that there is only a very rough 
correspondence between the quantity of tannin present in 
manufactured leaf and the price. The ordinary method 
m estimating “ total tannin ” records only unfermented 
annin and not the substances produced from it during 
manufacture and which have an influence on the proper- 
leb ‘ . .The tannin content of fresh leaf under varying 
con ltl0ns of pruning, plucking, shading and manuring 
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losses due to dec > var i e ties hlanQ s hriiM> 
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, n stored in crates than when stored in bins. The 
Lthern Queen showed least decay and Nancy Hall the 
L U t shrinkage in bins, while Big Stem Jersey was the 
Elt in both these respects. 

r T j ie storing and bedding of selected seed stock of sweet 
Ltatoes is the subject of Bulletins 39 and 40, 1922, 
v r »inia Truck Et.per . Station. The selection of the best 
[ubers and the curing and storage in barrels are described, 
jo^ether with methods of preparing sprouted tubers in 

^ot-beds. 

| wild Rice. — In Circular 229, 1922, U.S. Dept. Agric., 
Attention is drawn to the nutritious and palatable properties 
the grain of American wild rice ( Zizania aquatica , 
jjnn. = Z. palustris , Linn.), the value of which as a food 
k not generally known. The Indians of the upper 
Mississippi Valley gather it and sell what they do not 
jequire for their own use. It may be boiled and served 
is a vegetable with meat, and could readily take the place 
Sf potatoes and cultivated rice in an ordinary diet. Wild 
Kce is a fresh-water plant, and grows best in shallow lakes 
Mid on mud flats and low marshland bordering tidal rivers 
ibove the limit of brackish water. The change of water 
jevel does not injuriously affect its growth, and the plant 
Joes well wherever it can establish itself in a thick layer 
if mud irrespective of the nature of the soil. The rice is 
I tall annual grass ranging from 7 to u feet in height, 
the seed is long and slender and almost cylindrical, with 
i thin brown, tightly adhering husk and bearing a long, 
ftiff, twisted awn. The kernel is from \ to § in. in length, 
M when fully mature is purplish black. When kept in 
Jry storage, the seed loses its vitality, and only seed of 
guaranteed germinative power should be employed for 
lowing, which should take place in the spring. The 
feed should be broadcasted from a boat on a rising tide 
frhen the water is about a foot deep. The seed will sink 
it once by its own weight, and the plants may be removed 
jor transplanting when they are from 12 to 15 in. high, 
the Indians harvest the crop in a very primitive way 
H bending the stalks over a boat and lightly knocking the 
pain into the bof>t. On account of the lack of uniformity 
n ripening the harvest period may extend over several 
eekb. The seed is dried by exposure to air but not sun, 
m ordinary circumstances may be sufficiently dried 
>r- ing ^ severa ^ times during the first day after 

Z ^ e . estivation of the wild rice of Asia 

ijolia) is given in Rev . Bot. appliquee (1922, 2, 465). 
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Efwatakala Grass.— In an article dealing mainly 
the feeding value of this grass, published in this Bn ^ 
(1922, 20, 300), it was pointed out that it would be v ^ 
while to experiment with it in certain African eolo^ 
In this connection attention may be drawn to a l 
printed in the Farmers' Journ December 7, 1922, frornt'^ 
Chief Agriculturist and Botanist, Rhodesia, which reco £ 
his experience with the grass in that country. The for- 
introduced there is Melinis minutiflora var. pilosa $t ^7 
The letter states that the grass is difficult to estabitt 
from seed over large areas, and that it matures its 
late with the result that the latter is often damaged C* 
frost. Owing to its late flowering the grass can often X 
cut for hay after the rains have finished. It is also * 
valuable autumn grazing grass, but is sensitive to coV 
It was found that stock wall not at first graze it readdv 
unless paddocked on it ; the hay, which is coarse, is eatr 
freely when stock have once become used to it. The yield 
of hay from an established field is considerable and fro:: 
one cutting (all that is usually obtained) three to fu- 
tons per acre may be secured. The writer states that b 
has had no experience of the insect-repelling property; 
which have been attributed to the grass. 

J. B. Rorer, formerly mycologist to the Board of Agri- 
culture, Trinidad, writing from Ecuador, states in Jom. 
Jamaica A gric. Soc , (1922, 26 , 597) that efwatakala grass has 
the reputation in that country of being a tick and mosquito 
worm repellent, that it is easily propagated from seeds and 
runners, grows rapidly and is liked by stock. He adds 
that the characteristic odour is very agreeable to most 
persons. 


Oils and Oil Seeds 

Coconuts. — The main cause of bad colour and acidity 
in copra is ascribed to the action of moulds, and it is there- 
fore essential that copra should be well dried. In tnc 
case of large plantations the most economical method ui 
drying is by means of steam, using modern machine h, 
but on small plantations this method is not prohta e 
owing to the comparatively high initial cost and o\enea 
expenses of steam-driers. The problem of copra p £ 
on small plantations has engaged the attention 0 p 
Bureau of Science of the Philippine Islands, ".J "j 
found that sun-drying after exposure to the . ^ 
burning sulphur gives satisfactory results L ^ 
Bulletin, 1918, 16 , 251). This process has ** 
operation for several years, and an article 
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number of the Philippine Journal of Science (1922, 21, 49) 
records certain modifications that have been found 
advisable. Details are given of the construction of the 
chamber in which the copra is treated with the fumes of 
burning sulphur. This chamber is built to hold 3,000 
nuts at one charge, and for this quantity one kilogram 
of sulphur is required and the process lasts about four hours. 
Although the nuts may be sulphured before the removal 
of the°shells, it is recommended that they should be 
submitted to a preliminary drying in the sun whereby the 
kernels are loosened from the shells. The kernels are 
then separated from the shells by a knife and transferred 
to the sulphur chamber. After this treatment the product 
may be dried in a shed, should the weather be unfavourable 
for its being spread out in the sun. The final copra is 
generally lighter in colour than the whitest ordinary 
sun-dried product, and contains about 5 per cent, of 
moisture and 1 per cent, of free fatty acids. 

According to the Report of the Director of Agriculture , 
Federated Malay States , for 1921, coconut cultivation still 
continues to be a steady and sound agricultural industry 
in that country, and the price of copra, although con- 
siderably lower in 1921 than in the previous year, main- 
tained a fairly satisfactory level. There has, however, been 
no increase in the local manufacture of coconut oil and 
no additional mills have been erected. The quantity of 
copra exported increased from 500,000 cwts. in 1920, 
valued at £1,075,268, to 724,000 cwts. in 1921, valued at 
£878,132. The greater part of the copra exported comes 
from Perak, Selangor being next in importance. 

Investigations have recently been commenced on the 
“ lesser ” coconut spike moth in the Federated Malay 
States and the results are published in the Malayan 
Agricultural Journal (1922, 10, 136). Caterpillars of this 
moth cause injury to the flowers while still enclosed in the 
spathe and the yield of nuts is thereby decreased. From 
field observations and examination of the spikes, this insect 
would appear to be the principal pest of coconut spikes, a 
large number of female flowers being found to be injured 
before the spikes have opened. Experiments are being 
carried out in order to ascertain whether injured female 
flowers can produce nuts, whether uninjured flowers on a 
damaged spike reach maturity and whether all the female 
flowers on an undamaged spike reach maturity. From a 
study of the life-cycle and from observations in the field, 
Jt would appear that the eggs are laid about fifteen days 
before the bursting of the spike. Any treatment to 
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prevent either the eggs from being laid or the caterpillars 
from entering the spike should therefore be earned out 
before the spike is more than half grown. Control experi- 
ments are being conducted in which (i) substances are 
injected into the spike, (2) the spikes are sprayed with 
poisonous substances and 3) the spathe ts painted with 
probable deterrents to the moths and with substances 
affecting the eggs. No recommendations can yet be given 
for the control of this insect. 

The same Journal (p. 122) describes the work on the 
selection of coconuts for seed purposes carried out by the 
Botanical Division of the Department of Agriculture, 
Federated Malay States. The seed-nuts for all the spacing, 
cover-crop and manorial tests hitherto carried out by the 
Department on the Sapintas Estate were obtained from 
one of the oldest and most uniform estates m the country. 
The collection of seed-nuts from such a reliable source 
constitutes the simplest form of selection but it has the 
disadvantage that as the nuts are genera ly collected from 
o les accumulated at the store the resulting trees are of 
only average quality. A much more uniform plants .on 
is obtained by marking as parents individual trees which 
show desirable characters or which closely approximati 
j 4.,r n p The number of nuts which a tree 

STJSSU Sf'. T&STtote “ 

nroduce a high yield of copra, but account must also 

-s rr asss'Jts r“ «> 
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of the planter De “ uil1 xhis k has however, 

least three generations of trees. D»s { Agri . 

recently been inaugurated by t^ ^panmen^ ^ 
nilture Experience has shown that the typ 1 j 

degree. Comparative yield trials a Division , 

selection are being conducted by ^ seventy 

the seed-nuts used having .been » obta ned tom* 
trees which field examination had show t ^ of 
nroducers. A comparative study is . a ~® . s an( j other 
the different types of to correlation 

countries, with a view to obtaining ciue 
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a nd variation factors and to ascertaining the capabilities 
of the different varieties. 

Ground Nuts. — Nearly 59,000 gallons of ground nut oil 
and over 1 5 ?>°?° bushels of ground nuts were imported 
into Australia in 1921. It is felt that in a country like 
Australia, which is so well adapted for the cultivation of 
this oil seed, sufficient quantities should be produced locally 
to meet the requirements of the home market and to permit 
of some being exported. The product is chiefly employed 
in the Commonwealth for dessert purposes and for use in 
the confectionery and oil trades. There are large areas 
of land suitable for the crop, particularly in Queensland and 
New South Wales (Agric. Gaz. t N.S.W., 192 2, 33, 855). 
Experiments conducted by the Department of Agriculture 
in the latter State have already demonstrated the possibility 
of obtaining high yields. More recently a trial has been 
carried out to ascertain the effect of manuring White 
Spanish ground nut plants with artificial phosphatic 
fertilisers. The sowing was made on a light grey sandy 
soil that had been cleared just previously. By the use 
of 3 cwts. of a fertiliser consisting of equal parts of 
superphosphate and bonedust, the yield of nuts per acre 
was increased by about 10 per cent. The marketing 
of ground nuts has always been a serious problem in Aus- 
tralia, as the imported article arrives graded, clean and 
bright, and local growers must therefore be prepared to 
supply a product of the same standard. An oil mill capable 
of handling 2,000 tons of nuts is being erected in Sydney, 
where the nuts will be separated into three grades, viz. 
(1) for confectionery purposes, (2) for the roasting trade 
and (3) for oil expression. The first two grades will com- 
pete with the oriental product, but will have the advantage 
of the protective tariff. Undersized, broken and stained 
nut s which are unsuitable for either of the other purposes 
\\i be utilised for oil production. The three varieties 
grown m Australia are Valencia, much favoured by the 
confectionery trade, Chinese suitable for roasting and 
VVbite Spanish for use in the oil mills. Samples of the 
Valencia variety grown at the Grafton Experiment Farm 
a\e been pronounced by a Sydney firm as equal in 
avour to the best imported nuts for roasting. With the 
ception of a leaf-spot fungus (probably Ccrcospora 

Queensland 110 ^ eStS ° r ^ seases ^ ave beetl recor ded in 

dvpT* SC ?^ ane °:i US * Cenlrosema Plumieri is being exten- 
as thl^ ant ^ on m an y estates in Malaya as a cover-crop, and 
ere 1S a hkelihood of there being considerable quantities 
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of seed available, the latter has been examined by the 
local Department of Agriculture with a view to ascertaining 
whether it contains sufficient oil to warrant its use as an 
oil seed. The results of the work which are published in 
the Malayan Agricultural Journal (1922, 10 , 30) show 
however, that it contains only 1*25 per cent, of oil and is 
therefore of no value as an oil seed. 

Rubber 

Hevea brasiliensis 

Native Rubber Cultivation in Sumatra. — According to the 
Netherland Indies Review , December 1922, p. 299, rubber is 
cultivated at Bila, on the East Coast of Sumatra, by the 
natives on a fairly large scale. The native-owned planta- 
tions differ from those under European control in several 
important respects. The trees are planted very closely 
so as to obviate trouble with weeds, whilst the juice 
of the so-called assem gloegoer is used to coagulate the latex, 
and the sheets are rolled by means of an ordinary hand 
roller or even a bottle. Chinese dealers buy the product, 
which is worked up in European factories in Singapore in 
such a way as to fetch a price equivalent to that of second- 
grade rubber from European estates. 

Tapping. — The Bulletin of the Rubber Growers 1 Association, 
October 1922, p. 510, contains an article by Sidney Morgan 
on the systems of alternate periodic daily tapping and 
resting. These systems of tapping are specially important 
since they enable estates (1) to arrange a beneficial scheme 
for a restricted output, and (2) to reduce the cost of tapping 
per lb. 

From a study of the results obtained on estates where 
thejnew systems have been longest in practice, the writer 
has arrived at the following conclusions : 

(1) On the whole it is found that the output of the 
secondjjmonth is the best. 

(2) From an analysis of weekly output it is not possible 
from the data available to state which week of the second 
month gives the maximum output owing to varying 
weather conditions. The evidence available indicates that 
the last week of that month is as good as any other, 

(3) In some cases the third month gives the best result 
on equal periods of tapping and resting ; or a result 
approximating to that of the second month. However, 
it is generally found that the output of the latter portion 
of the third month falls below that of the opening days- 

(4) In periods of half tree tapping extending ov 
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, ur jnonths there is generally a decided decrease in the 
output of the fourth month. 

^ m Alore complete records of experiments carried out 

a large scale are necessary to determine definitely the 
optimum period of tapping and resting, but the writer 
i; of the opinion that two months is the optimum period. 

Latex Preservation. — The Malayan Agricultural Journal 
(jq 22, 10, 1 $i) contains an article by B. J. Eaton on the 
preservation and packing of latex for shipment. Of the 
various preservatives for latex a number are known which 
in some respects are more satisfactory and economical 
than ammonia ; but in the absence of information as to the 
purposes for which the preserved latex is to be employed, 
ammonia is the only preservative which should be used 
except in the case of a small experimental shipment. The 
solution of ammonia (sp. gr. o*88o) should be added to the 
extent of 2 per cent, of the volume of the latex. 

In order to save freight the latex should be collected 
“ dry ” and should contain about 3 lb. of rubber per gallon. 
It should be strained carefully and the ammonia added as 
soon as possible after the latex reaches the factory. 

Preserved latex can be shipped either in kerosene tins 
sealed by soldering and packed two per case so that 
they fit tightly ; in steel drums ; or in tanks or tank 
steamers. 

Rubber Preparation— The Rubber Growers’ Association 
and their chemist in the Federated Malay States have 
patented the use of hydrofluosilicic acid and its salts, 
particularly the sodium salt, as a coagulant of latex. It 
is claimed that these compounds possess an advantage 
over acetic acid in that they restrain “ oxidation M of the 
latex and diminish the tendency of rubber prepared in 
sheet form to become mouldy. Moreover, the sodium 
salt is easier to handle, cheaper to use and more easily 
shipped than acetic acid. As an example of the use of 
sodium silicofluoride, one pound of the powdered material 
is introduced into a tank of 100 gallons capacity, which is 
then filled with latex previously standardised to bring it 
to a dry rubber content of 2*5 lb. per gallon and the whole 
Migorously stirred until coagulation is complete. Experi- 
ments are still being carried out with the new coagulant, 
mid a supply of rubber is being despatched for trial by a 
manufacturer. So far the results of tests have been 
m^nd" d ° ura ^ e > hut its general use is not as yet recom- 
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Fibres 

Cotton 

Union o! South Africa. — Reference to the cotton-^ . 
ing industry of South Africa is made in the Annual 
of the Department of Agriculture for the year end 
June 30, 1922, which has been issued as No. 6 of th 
Jonrn . Dept . Agric . (1922, 5 ). ie 

The crop for 1931 showed an increase over that of th 
previous year and a steady progression has thus been 
maintained as is shown by the following statistics of 
production for the years 1 91 1-2 1 : 


lb. 


ign 



i 3* 62 3 

1917 

1912 



3 2 .° 2 5 

1918 

1913 



34.471 

1919 

1914 



7^.654 

1920 

1915 

191G 



■ 215,990 

. 227,562 

1921 


lb. 

243,SSi 
*83,12(4 
7 ^ 4 o *4 
I »°94.7C3 
i,i 69,2^5 


The 1922 crop, although showing a somewhat small 
yield per acre, will probably give a good average for the 
whole area planted, as but little damage was caused by 
insect pests. It is considered that the reported decline 
in the yield of cotton in the United States will encourage 
the development of a large industry in South Africa. 

A Co-operative Cotton Growers’ Exchange has been 
formed to arrange for the disposal of the whole crop to the 
mutual advantage of the growers. Several meetings were 
held by representatives of the cotton-growing districts in 
the Transvaal and Natal with a view to organising the 
cotton planters and establishing co-operative associations 
in all suitable centres, including Swaziland. In this con- 
nection, the question of grading the cotton is receiving 
consideration. 

Competitions for certain prizes offered by the British 
Cotton Growing Association have aroused keen interest 
among the farmers and have afforded them considerable 
encouragement. 

I11 view of the mixed quality of the cotton at present 
grown in the Union, attention is being given to the pro- 
duction of large supplies of pure seed for sowing, and 
arrangements have been made to extend the Tobacco and 
Cotton Experiment Station at Rustenburg by thirty acres 
and to appoint a plant breeder to carry on the work. 

Uganda. — A Report by the Department of Agriculture 
Uganda Protectorate, on the position of the cotton-gro wing 
industry has been published as a Supplement to the 
Gazette of October 16, 1922. A largely increased are 
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has been planted, the cotton plants were generally in a 
ry promising condition at the date of the Report, and a 
large crop is anticipated. 

The areas devoted to cotton in the various districts of 
the Protectorate in the years 1920-22 are estimated as 
follows : 



Eastern Pr evince 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 


A cres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Teso District . 

. . 65 OOO 

47,000 

83,971 

Bukedi District 

. . 44,000 

30,000 

72,148 

Busoga District 

. . 45,000 

31,000 

59,492 

Lango District. 

. . 26,500 

20, 3OO 

35,008 

Total 

. . 180,500 

128,300 

2 5 °, 6 I 9 


B Uganda Province 
1920. 

1921. 

1922. 


Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Mengo District 

. . 32,000 

24,000 

60,000 

Entebbe District 

. . 10,000 

6,000 

10,000 

Masaka District 

. . 7,000 

3,000 

10,000 

Mubendi District 

. . 6,000 

1,000 

6,000 

Total 

. , 55,000 

34,000 

86,000 


Northern Province 

1920. 

1921. 

1922. 


Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Gulu District . 

1,500 

1,000 

4,000 

West Nile District . 

. . IOO 

500 

2,000 

Chna District . 

500 

too 

1,000 

Bunyoro District . 

. . 1,000 

500 

1,500 

Total 

3,100 

2,100 

8,500 

Grand Total 

. . 238,600 

164,400 

345 .H 9 


Ceylon. — Reference has been made in this Bulletin 
(1922, 20, 106) to experiments in cotton growing which are 
being made by the Department of Agriculture in Ceylon. 
It has been stated (Trop. Agric ., 1922, 59, 137) that the 
encouraging results obtained in the trials at Ambalantota 
and the opening of a new mill at Colombo by the Ceylon 
Spinning and Weaving Co. have aroused considerable 
interest in the cotton-growing industry. Areas of Crown 
lands have been taken up for planting the crop and a 
number of trials on an experimental scale are being made 
011 private lands. 

The Department of Agriculture is prepared to supply 
seed to all who intend to undertake cotton growing and to 
give advice on methods of cultivation and the treatment of 
iseases and pests, A market is provided at Colombo by 
e Ceylon Spinning and Weaving Co. who are willing to 
5 * 
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purchase all cotton of standard quality. The Depart^ 
will supply Cambodia cotton seed to planters unless oth^ 
varieties are specially desired. The work at Ambalanto** 
is being continued and new strains of Cambodia cotton & 
being obtained from Madras for experiment. If necessary 
a seed-farm will be established for the production of 
supply of selected cotton seed. 

The pink boll-worm appeared in small numbers in the 
second picking of the crop at Ambalantota, but th* 
precaution was taken to burn all the stalks before the land 
was ploughed for the new crop. 

Paper-making Materials 

Papyrus. — In this Bulletin (1921, 19 , 81) reference was 
made to experiments on papyrus from the Gaboon which 
had been carried out at the Ecole frangaise de Papeterie bv 
L. Vidal and M. Aribert, who suggested that the freshly 
cut papyrus would possibly be more easily converted into 
paper-pulp than the dried material. 

Experiments have now been made by the same investi- 
gators with fresh papyrus grown at the Institut Nation;:] 
d’Agronomie Coloniale at Nogen t-sur- Marne, and the 
results have been published in L* Agronomic Colonm 
(1922, 6, 234). 

It was found that, contrary to expectations, the treat- 
ment was not facilitated by employing the papyrus in the 
fresh state. In the case of both the fresh and the dry 
material it was necessary to use 13 per cent, of caustic 
soda to obtain a pulp which could be bleached. The yield 
of unbleached pulp varied from 32 to 35 per cent, and that 
of the bleached pulp from 25 to 27 per cent., these figures 
being about 6-7 per cent, lower than those obtained with 
the dry papyrus from the Gaboon. It is considered, 
however, that the low yield was due to the material being 
somewhat immature owing to its having been grown in too 
cold a climate. The general conclusion drawn from this 
work is that it does not make any difference whether the 
process of digestion is carried out with freshly cut papyri 
in the country of origin or with dried material in Europe. 

Woods of Indo- China. — An account of the investigation 
by the Service d’ Etudes des Productions Coloniales 0 
the suitability of certain woods of Indo-China for paper' 
making has been published in the Bulletin de lA^na 
Generate des Colonies (192 2, 15 , 808). -,l 

Gao wood (Bombax malabaricuni) . On treatment ^ 
fairly concentrated solution of caustic soda this w 
yielded 30 per cent, of a pale brown pulp which cou 
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easily bleached and furnished paper of good quality. The 
ultimate fibres ranged from 2-0 to 27 mm. in length and 
from 25^ t0 4 °/^ in diameter. 

Seu wood (Celtis australis). This wood requires rather 
drastic treatment with caustic soda to effect its reduction. 
It yielded 34 per cent, of a pale yellowish-brown pulp 
which could be readily bleached and furnished a good paper 
of ordinary quality. The ultimate fibres varied from r6 
to i-8 mm. in length and from 20 fi to 30^ in diameter. 

Vaiwood (Pterospermuni diver si folium). This wood on 
being treated with caustic soda under somewhat drastic 
conditions yielded 40 per cent, of a pale brown pulp with 
a slight rose tint which could be fairly easily bleached but 
gave a paper of only mediocre quality. The ultimate fibres 
were 1*4 t0 1 '7 mm. long and 25^ to 35/* in diameter. 
The wood could best be utilised in admixture with other 
materials. 

Vang-Chung wood ( Endospermum chinense ). This wood 
needed drastic treatment with caustic soda for its reduction 
and yielded 34 per cent, of a pale brownish-yellow pulp 
which could be very easily bleached and furnished a paper 
of silky appearance. The ultimate fibres were 1*3 to 17 
mm. long and 30^, to 45^ in diameter. The wood could 
be employed for the manufacture of an ordinary paper or 
could be used in admixture with other materials. 

Minerals 

Asbestos 

Switzerland. — According to Asbestos f December 1922, 
p. 35, owing to the stimulus of war conditions, Switzerland 
produced 41 1 tons of asbestos from July 1 91 8 to April 1919, 
The chief deposits are at Poschiavo in the Canton of Orisons, 
but there are also mines at Val Moleno and Val Moiry in 
Southern Switzerland. The quality of the product is only 
medium, but a small amount of spinning fibre is produced. 
The whole of the raw material produced is manufactured 
in local mills and sold within the country. 

Russia. — In the February (1923) issue of the same 
journal (p. 24) it is stated that the American corporation 
which has secured concessions to work certain Russian 
asbestos mines has successfully restarted the Alapaevsk 
nnne, and at that time there were 6,400 cwts. of asbestos 
(including nearly 400 cwts. of first grade) awaiting 
shipment. Modern appliances which have been installed 
^ make it possible to produce 32,000 cwts. of sorted 
asbestos during 1923. Thus, after a long absence, Russian 
asbestos will soon come into the market again as a serious 
l val to the Canadian material. 



398 BULLETIN OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 

Finland.— -Some information is also given in the sam 
article on the occurrence of asbestos in Finland, 
Paakkilanniemi in the S.E. part of Tuusniemi parish 
asbestos rock is stated to occur in lenses in serpentine and 
not in veins as is usually the case. The deposit vva 
formerly worked by a Danish firm, who milled the rock and 
exported fibre for the manufacture of fireproof plates, but 
during the war this work was carried on and extended bv 
a Finnish company. * 

United States. — The January 1923 issue of Asbestos 
prints a comprehensive article on the asbestos deposits 
of Arizona. The asbestos is chrysotile, is noted for its 
freedom from iron, and is therefore highly esteemed in 
the electrical trade. It is stated that the best grades of 
Arizona asbestos are as good as the best Canadian product. 


Coal 

Australia. — The brown coals of Victoria have been pre- 
viously referred to in this Bulletin (1921, 19 , 538). A 
further report by H. Herman has appeared recently 
{Bulletin 45, 1922, GeoL Survey , Victoria). The total 
production of brown coal in Victoria to the end of 1919 
was 298,047 tons. Nearly all the coal obtained from 
1 91 1 to 1916 came from Altona, which produced 3,643 
and 1,445 tons h 1 8 and 1919 respectively. The 
Altona pit is at present non-productive. The output of 
coal from the Morw r ell Open Cut was quite small until the 
State resumed operations there in 1916. The output 
from that mine from 1916 to 1920, inclusive, amounted to 
370,981 tons. Plans and specifications for the scheme 
for utilising the Morwell lignite deposit have been prepared, 
and tenders have been invited for plant of 50,000 kilowatts 
capacity. 

The report is illustrated by numerous geological plans 
and sections ; it contains descriptions and drawings of both 
high- and low- temperature distillation plants, and details 
relating to the by-products ; briquetting ; boiler use ; 
pulverised brown coal ; and producer gas. Appendixes 
contain results of gas producer tests on Morwell brown coal 
by Gilbert Rigg, and palaeontological notes on the coal by 
F. Chapman, who concludes that the Morwell coal is 
apparently formed of many types of vegetation, including 
a considerable proportion of coniferous stems, which are 
clearly allied to, if not identical with, Callitris. This 
material, together with the half-decayed leaves, spores 
and seed-vessels of the undergrowth, was probably drifte 
into large swampy catchment areas not very far remove 
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from original source. The accumulated mass of 
vegetation must have become consolidated under peculiarly 
favourable circumstances in a slowly subsiding area. 

Contributions to the geology of Ipswich, Queensland 
by J. H. Reid and C. C. Morton have been published 
recently (j Queensland Govt . Min. Journ ., September and 
October 192^, pp. 355 and 390). 

They consider that there is no prospect of the Aberdare 
or associated coal seams occurring on the west side of the 
West Ipswich fault. The Waterworks seam, which averages 
about 5 ° ft* thickness, shows large outcrops in portion 
161, parish of Brassall, Brisbane River, and in portion 
18SA, about 1 mile farther east. Reid and Morton believe 
it to be the continuation of Cameron's 41 Big ” seam of the 
North Ipswich mining field, as they have traced it to within 
half a mile of that seam. The tracing of this seam to its 
most westerly point indicates that an area of country to 
the south-east, say portion 399, parish of Brassall, and 
thereabouts, should be underlain by the seam at an easily 
accessible depth, with probably only a moderate angle of 
dip, 20° or under. From the appearance of the outcrops 
it is considered that it probably carries a workable 
thickness of coal, but owing to the numerous faults in the 
field, it cannot at present be considered a favourable 
proposition. 


Canada.— -In a geological report on the Kananaskis 
Lakes-Palliser River Map-Area, Alberta (Summ. Rett 
1921, Geol. Survey , Canada , Part B, p. 91), J. R. Marshall 
gives a description of the coal deposits. The Kootenay 
formation (Lower Cretaceous) carries all the workable coal 
m the area examined (cf. Imperial Institute Monograph on 
Coal, 1920, p, 97), and is characterised by cross-bedded 
grej sandstones, dark shales and intercalated coal seams, 
me measures have been prospected on Picklejar Creek, and 
on ocaterra Creek, and have been considerably developed 
n e Burns property, Sheep Creek, where the most 
extensive exposures of the measures may be seen. 

n 6 ^ urns Property a tunnel driven for 2,250 ft. 
unr^Ki ° ^l as ^ res cuts 12 or 14 seams, 7 of which are 
reporterfl-n ? he °^. t | lese ^ l > 37 6 ft* ftoni the portal, is 
seam . t0 i 39 ft- thick ; at 1,500 ft. there is a 21-foot 
thin h' , rV'? 00 ft* a seam 12 ft- wide, including two 

is nf f-h t was crossed. In this last seam the coal 

coal variet y> an d considerably harder than the 

B.T II n e ]k rS r ^ W0 seams cu t* The calorific value in 
• Per lb. of selected and channel samples of this coal 
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were 14,930 and 13,250 respectively. On Sharp Creek 
there are at least 70 ft. of workable coal. A sample fr 0m 
one seam, 15 ft. in width, gave a calorific value of i 2 j o , 0 
in B.T.U. per lb. Two seams, 10 ft. and 7 ft. in width 
respectively, were observed in Picklejar Creek. A sample 
of coal from the 9-foot seam on the slope north of Pocaterra 
Creek gave a calorific value of 14,510 in B.T.U. per lb. 

There are, without doubt, extensive reserves of high 
carbon bituminous coal within the area examined, and it is 
reasonable to expect that, with more intense prospecting 
and increased development, more and even better coal 
seams may be uncovered. The deposits are so situated 
that railway communication may be provided with little 
difficulty. 


Copper 

Japan. — The mining and metallurgical treatment of the 
cupriferous pyrite deposit of the Besslic mine, on the island 
of Shikoku, lyo province, Japan, are described in a recent 
number of the Far Eastern Review (abstract in Eng . and 
Min . Journ.-Press, January 6, 1923, pp. 16-18). The 
geology of the deposit is briefly described in the Imperial 
Institute Monograph on Copper Ores (1923, P* I 3 1 )* Prom 
1691 to 1917 the mine produced 257,805 tons of refined 
copper. The annual output is now 233,000 tons of ore, 
which produces approximately 3,000 tons refined and 
11,230 tons of electrolytic copper. The Besslic refined 
copper contains 99*7 per cent, and the electrolytic 
99.9 per cent, of copper. It is especially suitable for the 
manufacture of brass and is sold at higher prices than the 
best selected brand on the London market. 


Australia. — The Mount Coolon Goldfield, Queensland, 
is reported on by C. C. Morton ( Queensland Govt . Min. 
Journ. t November 1922, p. 4 25). ~The goldfield has an 
area of 45 square miles, and, with its township of KaoJa, 
is situated on Police Creek, a tributary of the Suttor River, 
which drains the southern portion of the Burdekm River 
Watershed. The lodes appear to be confined to a narrow 
strip of volcanic rocks which runs along the eastern edge 
of granite. The lode material has all the appearance oi 
a very siliceous felsite. According to H. L Jensen 
(1 Queensland Govt. Min. Journ., December 1921, P- 4 ? 1 ' 
and January 1922, p. 7 ), some of the leases arc in d . 
and andesite, others in felsite or in felsite tuff and b 
Felsitic dykes are also shown as occurring in tne r g : • 

At a depth of 65 ft. in the KangarooTshaft of the Su ^ ^ 
lease, the main lode, which strikes N.W. to S. > t 
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from 2 to 8 ft. in width and to assay from 4*8 to 46*2 
H 45 of gold per ton. On the Native Bear lease, im- 

dtately to the south-east of the Sunbeam, the same lode 
^from 8 to 15 ft. in width, and has been worked to water 
Pvel or to a depth of 100 ft. Pyrite occurs in greater 
uantities at this level, and garnet (andradite) is also present 
Van associate of the ore at the south-east end of this 
Lvel. From January 1921 to July 1922, 3,457 tons of ore 
crushed from this lease yielded 2,173 oz. of gold, equal to 
C {2 \ 4 W ts. per ton, without including the return from the 
tailing* On the Sydney claim, between the last and the 
Coolon lease, the main lode averages 5 ft. in width. The 
dean-up at the battery in May 1922 yielded 120 J oz. from 
]05 tons of ore, or about 23 dwts. per ton, the gold recovered 
from the sand not being included. In the Coolon lease 
the main lode is from 7 to 10 ft. in width, and has been 
proved to a depth of about 100 ft. The mill on the property 
has crushed 490 tons of ore, which yielded 454 oz. of gold, 
or about i8| dwts. per ton, without including that from 
the sand. 

Hitherto, nothing of great importance appears to have 
been found in the remaining leases. 

The new St. Ives Goldfield, Western Australia, has been 
reported on by R. C. Wilson ( Chem . Eng. and Min . Rev., 
October 5, 1922, pp. 27-28). St. Ives is nearly 50 miles 
S.S.E. of Kalgoorlie. 

On the Ives Reward lease there are two well-defined 
lodes or mineralised dykes which strike W. of N. and dip 
E. The ore-body at 69 ft. in depth is 36 ft. wide. Various 
samplings have shown from 10 to 17 dwts. of gold per ton. 
A crushing of 231 tons from this level averaged 15 dwts. 
of gold per ton. At a depth of 119 ft., the lode, which 
contains much pyrite at that point, was 27 ft. wide and 
gave 12^ dwts. of gold per ton. At the 65-foot level in 
the No. 4 shaft, the lode is 2 1 ft. wide and averages 2 1 dwts. 
of gold per ton. In the No. 2 shaft, the Blue lode, 12 ft. 
in thickness, of a jaspery nature, is exposed in the cross cut 
at the 73-foot level. A winze was sunk 35 ft. on this, 
at the bottom of which the lode is 9 ft. wide and averages 

10 dwts. of gold per ton. 

On the Ives Reward Junction lease, the No. 2 shaft, 
which is 90 ft. deep, shows a lode 6 ft. thick, assaying 

11 dwts. of gold per ton. A north drive, 61 ft. in length, 
shows ore carrying 16 dwts. of gold per ton for a width 
of 77 in. The present face is worth only 1-5 dwts. per ton. 
Assays of other portions of the workings vary from 3 £ dwts. 
to 8J dwts. of gold per ton. On the Cross Reef, which 
dips N.W. 50 °, a shoot of ore 20 ft. in length was stoped 
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to a depth of 4° ft-> and yielded io tons worth 5J 02. 0 f 
gold per ton. The gold was practically confined to a small 
leader a few inches wide on the hanging-wall. Some 
rich ore has also been obtained from the Cooee and New 
Victory leases. 


Canada. — The gold-bearing quartz veins of Barkerville, 
Cariboo District, British Columbia, are described by 
W. G. Uglow in Bulletin No. 127, November 1922 
Canadian Inst . Min . and Met. } p. 1165. 

Barkerville is situated 58 miles east of Quesnel, on the 
bank of the Fraser River. The Cariboo or gold-bearing 
series of sedimentary rocks consists of quartzite or quartz- 
slate, sericite-schist, black slate and fine-grained blue-grey 
limestone. The quartz veins occur in the quartzite chiefly, 
especially in the more thinly-bedded schistose portions. 
They are of two types and are termed i( A " and “ B J ’ 
veins by Uglow. The u A” veins, usually large bodies 
of white quartz up to 100 ft. in width and of unknown 
length, are especially prominent in a broad band of shearing, 
which trends N. 35°~4 0 ° W., from J to 1 mile or more in 
width, and more than 25 miles in length. These veins are 
abundantly intersected by crossing closely spaced fractures, 
so that the quartz is very friable, and has a tendency to 
break into plate-like pieces. The veins, which are of 
pre-schist origin, are in places impregnated with pyrite, 
which carries only a low content of gold. The “B l! 
veins strike N.E., and are narrow, varying from a few 
inches to 2 ft. in width. The quartz of these veins is 
massive and unsheared, and the margins of the veins are 
characterised by narrow comb-like bands of siderite and 
ankerite, which are weathered to a yellow or dark brown 
colour near the surface. The veins are usually well 
mineralised with galena, pyrite and arsenopyrite, with 
minor amounts of blende, barytes and scheelite. The 
sulphides carry high gold contents in many places ; the 
veins, however, are too thin to be mined separately but 
may be of economic value when several veins occur closely 
spaced, as, for example, on the Victory claim. The unoxi- 
dised portions of the veins exhibit cavernous honeycombea 
quartz from which pyrite crystals have been leached, an , 
in many cases, coarse crystalline gold has been f oun* - 
these cavities. The “ B ” veins are post-schist in » 
and cut across the foliation of the schistose quartzite , 
cut through and meet the “ A ” veins, whmh ar 
pregnated near the intersections with the group of su p 
mentioned above. Definite shoots of ore of fair 
to be expected at these points. For instance, 
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Black-Jack property, a belt of 11 A ” veins is intersected 
by a large number of mineralised cross-fissures of the " B ” 
type, which have formed a well-defined shoot. In a width 
of 50 ft., 25 mineralised cross-stringers, from 2 to 10 in 
thickness, were counted. Gold tn th* ' 


by a large mmuouDcu cruss-nssures oi the 11 B n 

, which have formed a well-defined shoot. In a width 
50 ft., 25 mineralised cross-stringers, from 2 to 10 in 
in thickness, were counted. Gold to the average value 
of $i77i Per ton was obtained from 202 tons of ore 
raised from the 42-foot level in this claim. Again on 
the Independence- Kitchener, the “ A " quartz, near its 
intersection with veins of the “ B ” type, is heavilv 
mineralised with arsenopynte, foliated galena and pyrite 
The intersections may prove of economic importance' 
and any future exploration in the district should proceed 
by the methods of locating them and sinking on them. 

Mica 

Austria.— A report is published in the Minins Ton rn 
(July 29, 1 922, p. 585) stating that extensive deposits of 
mica have been found in Styria and Carinthia and are now 
being worked. The mica is of suitable grade for electro- 
technical purposes and great interest is being taken in it 
by the German manufacturers, since they have lost control 
of the East African deposits. 

Canada.— A. E. Cameron gives the results of the 
exploration of Hay and Buffalo rivers, Great Slave Lake 
and adjacent country in the North-West Territories 
(Summ. Rept,, 1921, Geol. Survey, Canada, Part B d 1) 
One of the mam objects of the exploration was the deter 
mination of the possibilities of an oil-field near Great Slave 
Lake (cf. Imperial Institute Monograph on Petroleum, 1021 

L 3 p Se p Cr T lls . havc been sunk ^ the Athabaska 
and Peace River districts to the south, though with little 
success In 19.7 the McArthur well No 2, sunk near the 

‘ 0 ' va | ^ eaCC fT’ StrU ? k stron S S as flows ’ and obtained 
pr uction of about 9 barrels of heavy oil a day The 

oil appears to come from a horizon in the Cretaceous not 
ar above the Devonian. On the shores of Great Slave 
Lake the outcropping limestones (Upper Devonian) are 
more or less bituminous, and some on fracture give a dis- 
tinct seepage of heavy petroleum. g 

fMidrL n S1 P ° m - tke massive- bedded Presqu’ile dolomite 
rocbarp D hIm la f '! hl ?, hIy ( m P re g n ated with oil. The 
evidence 0 f I?ll f ^ d ^ fisSUred and show d ' stinct 

the fissures , Tar and oil poo,s occur alon g 

springs are P'anes, and cold-water sulphur- 

Cameron isnfT ° US 'u th ? vlclnit y of ‘he oil seepages. 

a te due mrtlv^nT ^ fc j e 0l1 ? ee P a g es at Nintsi Point 
P y to local and partly to deeper structural 



40 4 BULLETIN OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 

conditions. The Presqu’ile dolomites appear to be the 
principal oil-bearing horizon, and as these are exposed at 
the surface on the limb of the anticline the possibilities of 
an oil-field of great value near the lake are but slight 
Underlying the dolomites are the Pine Point series of lime- 
stones and limy shales (Middle Devonian), which appear 
to be sufficiently compact to act as a capping over any 
possible oil-bearing horizon existing below, but the 
sediments underlying the Pine Point series on the north 
shore do not appear likely to contain oil, although the 
immediately underlying Fitzgerald dolomitic limestones 
(Silurian) are somewhat porous. The Presqu’ile dolomites 
are the best container for oil, and if an impervious capping 
can be found overlying these in a district structurally 
suitable, the condition would warrant exploration with the 
drill. Hay River gives an excellent section through the 
sediments overlying the dolomites. This section shows 
790 ft. of shaly material, which would prove an ideal 
capping for an oil-field. The well drilled at Vermilion 
chutes was flooded by salt-water and abandoned at 
850 ft. before penetrating the Middle Devonian sediments. 
It is to be regretted that it was found impossible to con- 
tinue the well to greater depths. Another 200 or 300 ft. 
might have penetrated the dolomites and proved the value 
of that horizon as an oil container at this locality. 

United States. — O. W. Freeman contributes an article 
on petroleum in the Quadrant formation in Montana 
(Eng. and Min . J our n. -Press , May 13, 1922, pp. 825-827). 
The Quadrant formation is of Carboniferous or Permo- 
Carboniferous age, and is found beneath beds of Jurassic 
age ; above the latter lies the Kootenai formation, of 
Lower Cretaceous age. Oil was first discovered in Montana 
in the Quadrant formation of the Devil's Basin, abuut 
15 miles north of Roundup, in November 1919. A few 
months later the important Cat Creek field, 60 miles east 
of Lewistown, was discovered, and in March 1920 oil was 
struck 40 miles south of Hardin, in the Soap Creek field. 
The oil of Cat Creek comes from the top sand and the 
lower or Lupton sand of the Kootenai ; the oil of Soap 
Creek comes from near the base of the Quadrant. At 
present there are over 70 producing wells at Cat Cree , 
3 at Soap Creek, and 2 in the Devil’s Basin. Of these 
Cat Creek is the only locality served with a pipe line. I e 
oil of Soap Creek and Devil’s Basin is heavy and b ac > 
low in gasoline and high in lubricating oil. The oi 
Cat Creek is not a normal oil ; it consists of over one- ^ 
gasoline, has neither a paraffin nor an asphaltic base, a 
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ta ins scarcely any lubricating oil. Cat Creek is a region 
C f faulting, and, according to Freeman, it is highly probable 
that the oil from the Quadrant, and possibly from other 
f rotations, migrated upward through the faults until the 
° ids of the Kootenai were reached. Further migration 
S ^ould then be prevented by the impervious Colorado oil- 
'hale that overlies the top sand of the Kootenai. During 
the migration the petroleum would be altered and frac- 
tionated by filtering through strata of different character. 
The Quadrant formation is extremely variable, both in 
thickness and in the character of the rocks composing 
g • nevertheless, it is highly desirable that it should be 
thoroughly tested at Cat Creek ; this could be done with 
a well about 3,000 ft. deep, and the discovery of a large 
deposit of black low-grade oil would probably result. 
The most favourable sites to test the Quadrant would be 
between the Yellowstone River and the Big Horn Mountain, 
and around the mountain uplifts in central Montana. 

Precious Stones 

Gold Coast. — In the Report of the Geological Survey , 
Gold Coast , 1921, it is stated that two diamonds were found 
by officers of the survey in the gravels of the Yaw Yaw Su, 
about 1 1 miles north of Enchi. These, which are very good 
stones, are the first diamonds discovered in the Western 
Province of the Colony. 

Australia. — A note by E. C. Saint-Smith in the Queens- 
land Govt, Min, Journ. (May 15, 192,2) describes the 
occurrences of opal in the Springsure District, Queensland. 
Although precious opal has long been known to occur in 
this district, renewed interest in the locality has been 
aroused by recent prospecting and the taking up of large 
claims at Murray’s Pinch, The opal occurs in vesicles in 
basalt but the precious variety is comparatively rare. 
The author is of opinion that, owing to the rarity and the 
small size of the gems so far discovered, the occurrence 
will never become of great importance although accidental 
finds of great value may be made from time to time. Also 
it is to be noted that opal occurring under similar conditions 
elsewhere has frequently been found to lose its beauty 
and stability on exposure to the air, thus rapidly becoming 
valueless. 

British Guiana. — The Report of the Lands and Mines 
Department , British Guiana t 1921, mentions the diamond 
boom in that colony. The stones, which have all been 
obtained from alluvial workings, are of good quality, 
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but, although generally small, some large ones have been 
found, one weighing over 29 carats. The chief producing 
area is the Mazaruni field extending from Tiboku Falls 
up to Peima Falls, including all the tributaries of the 
Mazaruni River and the upper Puruni River. The scene 
of the present boom is Tacouba Creek, a tributary of the 
Kurupung River, where in places as much as 100 carats of 
diamonds have been obtained per cubic yard of gravel 
The diamonds occur in gravels which were derived from 
a conglomerate consisting almost entirely of variously 
coloured quartz pebbles, and are associated with tourmaline, 
ilmenite, ferro-magnesian silicates and gold. The primary' 
source of the diamonds is considered to be, as in Africa 
a series of volcanic pipes, but so far no such rocks have yet 
been discovered. The drawback to effective development 
of the country’s mineral resources is lack of transport, 
all machinery and stores having to be carried inland by 
small boats. 


Silver 

Canada. — The silver-copper deposits of the Bridge River 
Map-Area, British Columbia, are described by W. S. 
McCann ( Memoir 130, 1922, GeoL Survey , Canada , p. 71), 
The vein outcrops are 8,000 ft. above sea-level, and the 
climate is such that the deposits cannot be worked for more 
than five months in the year. The deposits occur in a well- 
defined quartz vein, striking nearly E.-W. with the 
enclosing Bridge River series (Pennsylvanian- Permian), 
and dipping S.70 0 . For a great part of its length the vein 
follows the contact between the cherty quartzites of the 
series and a small serpentine belt, its direction being 
roughly parallel to the southern contact of the Bendor 
quartz-dioritc batholith, which lies half a mile to the north. 
The vein is closely associated with a quartz-diorite porphyry 
apophysis of the Bendor batholith. It is traceable for over 
a mile, has a banded structure, and averages 7 ft. in width, 
although there are local swellings which measure 32 ft. 
in places. The gangue is quartz which contains 
tetrahedrite sparsely distributed through it, and small 
amounts of galena. The two former minerals are con- 
temporaneous, but the galena, which is argentiferous, 
occurs only along the plane caused by the sheeting of the 
vein. Microscopic examination shows that the c l uar ? 
containing the galena has been extremely shattered an 

The ore minerals are irregularly distributed through 
the vein, large parts of which are barren, 
tetrahedrite forms 3 per cent, of the vein, the silver con 
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is low and the gold content high. A sample at the Empire 
^ 0i 1 claim assayed 35*2 oz. of silver and $0*40 of gold per 
ton ■ another gave 35*4 oz. of silver per ton and 0-5 per 
c en t. of copper. Two other samples gave little silver and 
only traces of gold and copper. 

Sulphur 

Persia.— “In the Geol, Survey , India (1922, 53 , 343) the 
sulphur deposits of South Persia are described by Dr. 
G. E. Pilgrim. These are situated chiefly near Bostanah 
(near Lingah) ; near Khamir ; on Qishm Island ; and near 
Kirmusteh. The last-mentioned deposit, which is stated 
to be the purest and greatest of all, was not examined, 
owing to its location in country infested with brigands. 
The Bostanah (near Lingah) deposits occur in five areas 
about 1 1 miles from the sea, and the sulphur is confined 
to the vicinity of a vertical fault which thrusts beds of the 
Hormuz series (Jurassic) over beds of Fars age. It is 
associated with much gypsum. Three of the deposits 
together are estimated to contain about 380,000 tons 
of sulphur ore, the free sulphur content of which varies 
from 10 to 33 per cent. There would be difficulties in 
the way of exploiting these deposits commercially owing 
to the absence of water and fuel in the neighbourhood, 
but the ore could readily be brought down to the sea by 
aerial ropeway. 

The deposits near Khamir were extensively worked some 
25 years ago. They are situated about 3^ miles from the 
shore, at the edge of the foothills, and again follow the line 
of a fault between Hormuz and younger beds. Here it is 
estimated that there are about 100,000 tons of ore in sight, 
averaging about 12 per cent, of sulphur, although picked 
samples gave nearly 40 per cent. The situation of the ore 
would render the working of it a very difficult matter. 

The deposit on Qishm Island is of small extent, and 
besides being of poor quality is very inaccessible. 

Other deposits were visited at Bostanah (15 miles W. 
of Bandar Abbas) on Hormuz Island, near Latidun, and 
at Ginau, but these were all of extremely small extent. 

In the event of attempts being made to exploit these 
deposits, the author advises that the Bostanah (near 
Lingah) deposits would present the fewest difficulties. 

Talc 

Canada.— In Publication No. $83, 1922, Canadian Depart- 
went of Mines, H. S. Spence describes the talc and soap- 
one deposits of Canada. Hitherto Canada has produced 
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only the ground product, chiefly derived from the cream- 
coloured foliated talc mined in the Madoc and Eldorado 
districts of Hastings county, Ontario, where it occurs as 
an alteration product of Pre-Cambrian magnesian lime- 
stone, but in the present report the author describes a very 
promising occurrence of the massive mineral. This is 
situated near Wabigoon Lake, Kenora District, Ontario* 
and lies within 500 yards of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
The Wabigoon stone is a dark grey-green rock largely 
composed of talc with some chlorite and dolomite, closely 
resembling the Alberene stone mined on a large scale in 
Nelson, Virginia, and used in slab form for a great variety 
of purposes. The rock is massive, homogeneous, and of 
uniform fine to medium grain, but with phenocysts of 
dolomite up to f-inch diameter. The observed outcrops 
show the existence of two well-defined bands separated by 
about 100 feet of altered diorite, the northern band being 
about 500 ft. long by 35 ft. wide and the southern probably 
much larger, so that there is a large tonnage of material 
available. 

A number of tests were carried out on samples of this 
stone taken from quite near the surface, and these, which 
included tests for crushing strength, transverse strength, 
corrosion, absorption and fusion, gave highly satisfactory 
results as compared with the Virginian stone mentioned 
above. Spence suggests that the stone could readily be 
used for bricks for the incineration furnaces of sulphate 
pulp (kraft) mills, which are at present imported into 
Canada from the United States. It might also he used 
for bake ovens, and for electrical and numerous other 
purposes. This deposit is the most promising, from an 
economic standpoint, of any of the soapstone occurrences 
mentioned in the publication. 

It is announced in the Eng . and Min. Journ.-Prcss , 
December 16, 1922, p. 1071, that a company has been 
formed to work these deposits on a commercial scale. 
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Handbook of Nyas aland. Compiled by S. S. 
Murray, Chief Clerk, Nyasaland Government. Pp. 314, 
8vo, 8f X Si- (London : Crown Agents for the Colonies ; 
Zomba, Nyasaland : Government Printer, 1922.) Price 5s. 

In a Prefatory Note the compiler of this work indicates 
that it was at first intended to revise the second edition 
of the Handbook issued in 1910, but that, as so much of 
that edition was found to be out of date, inadequate, or 
otherwise unsuitable for reproduction, it was felt to be 
more convenient to rewrite the entire Handbook on different 
lines. The result abundantly justifies this decision. Mr. 
Murray has presented the reader with an excellently 
arranged, up-to-date, clearly printed and most informative 
Handbook, and it is difficult to imagine any class of reader 
interested in Nyasaland who would not profit by its perusal. 

The information given, which is supplemented by a 
map and a number of photographs, has been supplied by 
Government officers, scientific experts, missionaries, and 
others familiar with the subjects dealt with, and the work 
forms a clear and authoritative presentation of the 
history, geography, ethnology and economic conditions 
of the country. In addition to the chapters devoted to 
social and administrative matters and those giving detailed 
accounts of the separate Provinces, there arc sections 
relating to agriculture, trade and commerce, lands, mines 
and forests, zoology, climate, missions and education, and 
other subjects, and the volume ends with a chapter giving 
practical information and advice to those who contemplate 
visiting or residing in Nyasaland. Among the products 
specially dealt with in the section on Agriculture are cotton, 
tea and tobacco. If the efforts to produce the types of 
tobacco required on the English market and to avoid the 
shipment of low-grade leaf are continued, there is no 
reason why tobacco growing should not become an even 
more important industry than at present. 

The Handbook contains much to interest the general 
reader who has no special connection with the Protectorate. 
Many will be surprised to learn of the variety of races and 
languages to be found in this small country, which is 
wedged in between Rhodesia and Portuguese East Africa 
and is for this very reason of considerable political im- 
portance. Particulars are furnished of the part played 
by the country in the late war, when the native adult 
males, estimated at only 350,000, furnished some 19,000 
combatant soldiers, whilst no less than 191,000 served 
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Handbook of Commercial and Genera r n,„ 
for Cevlon Compiled by L. J. fi. T ? IZ uTT^ 
Ceylon Civul Service. Pp. x + 260, 8vo s] v tt . e 
(Colombo: Government Printer ; London - p.’ „ ‘ A x 5 l 
for the Colonies, 1925 .) Price Rs. 10? “ 1 Cr ° Wn W 

This Handbook, arranged on similar lines to th . 
for Nyasaland described above, deals with a 
known part of the Empire and may therefore if ter 
a larger number of readers. To all those rml j ttract 
the Colony as visitors, planters, traders, etc. the woJkTf 
be strongly recommended as a useful compendium of ! w" 
and figures. Several good maps and a series of nhif" 
graphs illustrating the agriculture and industries nf th' 
country add to the value of the book, the vSs 
of which have been contributed or revised by Government 

ElK e ”l e an<1 thUS fUrni8h a rellable account™ 

?sefn?H ltS res J 0urces - The volume contains many 

r s SC ml d ag r r S / nd St !, tlStlCa ! tables - wbilst information 
is given regarding industrial operations, such as the 

coconut ? r ®P aratl0n of . rubb cr. the extraction of 

““ ut . 0|1 ’ and the preparation for the market of tea, 

and t ? bacc0 - In an account of the 
somewhat limited mineral resources of the Colony, reference 

£ ™ de ‘° L th o occurrences of thorianite and monazite 
covered by the Mineral Survey carried on for manv 
years in collaboration with the Imperial Institute- 
wnere the commercial value of these deposits was demon- 
stratea and assistance given in connection with their 
exploitation. 

A useful section for those concerned in the trade of 
e> °n is that devoted to the laws of the Colony and the 
applicability of English law in certain matters. Particulars 
are a so given in the Handbook regarding harbours, rail- 
ways and roads, canals, and steamboat and postal services. 
As a work of reference the volume is both practical and 
comprehensive, and it should have a wide circulation in 
the Colony and outside. 

The Cotton-growing Countries : Production and 
Irade. Compiled by the Statistical Bureau of the Inter- 
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national Institute of Agriculture. Pp. xxiv + 147, 8vo, 
3 X 6J. (Rome : International Institute of Agriculture ; 
Manchester : John Heywood, Ltd., 1922.) Price 5s. 

In view of the importance of increasing and improving 
cotton production in all parts of the world and of providing 
accurate statistical information, the International Institute 
of Agriculture prepared a questionnaire, asking for statis- 
tical data and other particulars covering the last ten years 
on the following points : (1) area and production ; (2) dates 
of planting and picking ; (3) particulars of production, 
including species and length of staple ; (4) consumption 
in the producing country; (5) imports and exports; 
(6) particulars of the growing crops. This questionnaire 
was sent to the Governments of 79 countries and 41 were 
returned with the fullest information available. 

The information thus obtained has been embodied in 
the present monograph, and other particulars have been 
added which have been collected from the various Govern- 
ments or obtained from other trustworthy sources. The 
countries are dealt with in the following order : — Europe : 
Bulgaria, Greece, Italy, Malta. America : Argentina, 
Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, British Guiana, 
Dutch Guiana (Surinam), Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, 
Peru, United States, Venezuela, and the West India Islands, 
including Antigua, Barbados, Dominican Republic, 
Grenada, Hayti, Martinique, Montserrat, Porto Rico, 
St. Eustatia and St. Martin, St. Kitts, Nevis, Anguilla, 
St. Vincent, Trinidad and Tobago, Turks and Caicos 
Blands, and the Virgin Islands (American and British). 
Asia: Afghanistan, Ceylon, China, Cyprus, Dutch East 
Indies, India (British), Indo-China, Japan, Korea, Persia, 
Russia (Asiatic), Siam, Syria, Turkey-in-Asia (Cilicia). 
Africa : Algeria, Angola, Belgian Congo, Egypt, Erythrea, 
French Equatorial Africa, French West Africa (comprising 
Dahomey, French Guinea, Ivory Coast, Senegambia, and 
the French Sudan), Gold Coast, Kenya, Mozambique, 
Nigeria, Nyasaland, Rhodesia, Somaliland (Italian), Sudan 
(Anglo-Egyptian) , Tanganyika, Togo (British and French), 
Uganda, Union of South Africa. Australasia : Queens- 
land, New Caledonia and New Hebrides. 

In the case of each country information Is given as 
ar as possible on the following points : (1) authorities 
quoted ; (2) statistics of area and production ; (3) principal 
istricts in which cotton is grown ; (4) dates of planting 
( 6 ) j pl . 1 in S t (5) details as to areas under cultivation ; 
l J details as to production, including character of staple, 
0 anual and trade designations, and any special char- 

enstics ; (7) pests and diseases by which the cotton 
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plants are attacked ; and (8) employment of the produce 
including local consumption and manufacture, exports 
and imports. 

An appendix to the monograph contains a series of 
statistical tables, extracted from the International Year- 
book of Agricultural Statistics, 1909-21, published by the 
International Institute of Agriculture. 

The work gives a very useful summary of the present 
position of cotton growing in the various countries and 
includes particulars of the industry in several parts of the 
world regarding which but little information was pre- 
viously available. It has been carefully compiled and 
will be of great value to all who are concerned in the 
production and commercial distribution of cotton. 


Die Olpalme an der Ostkuste von Sumatra. By 
Dr. E. Fickendey. Pp. ii + 47, 8vo, 6x9. (Berlin: 
Kolonial-Wirtschaftliches Komitee, 1922.) Price is. 9 d. 

This pamphlet gives an account of the oil-palm planta- 
tion industry which has now become firmly established 
on the East Coast of Sumatra (cf. this Bulletin, 1920, 
18 , 209 ; 1922, 20, 481). 

After a short historical introduction, the author 
proceeds to deal with the cultural conditions, including 
climate, soil, labour and other factors. This is followed 
by observations on the varieties of oil-palm occurring 
in the plantations, selection of the seed, treatment of the 
seed before sowing, seed-beds, preparation of the ground, 
transplanting, spacing, inter-crops, weeding, cover-crops, 
manuring, cultivation and harvesting, artificial pollination, 
yields, and pests and diseases. 

A list of the Dutch literature on the oil-palm is 
appended. 

The Forest Officers 1 Handbook of the Gold Coast, 
Ashanti and the Northern Territories. By T. F. 
Chipp, M.C., B.Sc., F.L.S., Deputy Conservator of Forests. 
Pp. vi + 106, with 4 maps and 20 plates, 8vo, 10 X 6*. 
(London : The Crown Agents for the Colonies, 1922.) 
Price 105. 

Comparatively little authoritative information * s 
able regarding the forests of British West Africa and t e * r 
botanical composition. As regards the Gold Loas » , 
Mr. H. N. Thompson's Report on the Forests of the 0 
Coast , published by the Colonial Office in the sene ? t 
Miscellaneous Reports, has been the most impor 
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blicatiorx and the source of much that has been written 
P UD t he subject since its appearance in 19EO. Unfort u- 
011 i v that useful report has been out of print for several 
na r - ’and a reprint, or the publication of a new work 
brining the report up to date, has long been needed 
h r those interested in the Gold Coast forests and their 
esources. Major Chipp’s handbook, therefore, is welcome 
t i me when increasing attention is being given to the 
forest resources of the Gold Coast. 

The subject-matter of the book, and its arrangement, 
have been determined chiefly by the primary object of the 
author to provide a convenient handbook for the officers 
of the Gold Coast Forest Service, but a liberal view of the 
requirements has been taken in order to render the volume 
of use to all interested in the future welfare of the forests 
and the factors upon which action taken in connection 
therewith must depend. The author, therefore, has 
endeavoured to bring together all available information 
relating to the present position of the Gold Coast forests 
and their special problems, and in addition has published 
for the first time certain original work, notably a series of 
observations regarding the relation of the forests to the 
prevailing meteorological conditions and physiography of 
the country. 

In introductory chapters the author gives a general 
account of West African forests as a whole, based chiefly 
upon the observations of M. Auguste Chevalier, and also 
an account of the natural features and geology of the 
country in which the published work of Mr. A. E. Kitson 
is largely quoted. A short chapter on the ecology of the 
Gold Coast forests and their botanical composition is 
followed by estimates of the area of the forests and their 
annual increment. The total area regarded as “ forest l> 
u computed at roughly 28,000 square miles in a country 
of 80,000 square miles. Large deductions must be made, 
however, to allow for the area required to maintain the 
native farms for the production of local foodstuffs, and also 
the area under cocoa, as well as that needed for the supply 
^ to the mines and railways. This leaves a balance 
of 17,000 square miles of available forest country, but of 
this over 5,000 square miles comprise swamp forests and 
lorests of no immediate exploitable value, resulting in a 
na res idue of not more than 1 1 ,400 square miles of 
merchantable forest. The reservation of these forests 
lb c ^ ar ty a matter of great importance. 
j: . are given on the climate and its relation to forest 
tahl Utl0ni ^ ustra ted by graphs, maps and statistical 
es 1 and a brief statement of the principal exports 
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obtained from forest sources during the last twelve v 
is accompanied by useful lists of trees and plant- 
economic importance, while a chapter is devoted to U° 
of native names of the principal trees. There is also* 3 
“ Synopsis of Natural Orders/’ and a numerical statem * 
of the number of genera and species hitherto records 
these features being abstracted from two well-kno\ ’ 
pamphlets of the author published in 1912 and tq^ 
respectively. The book contains a statement of 
official Ordinances and Rules governing forestry in tlf 
Gold Coast ; it is claimed that the misprints in the 
spelling of botanical names in the Original text of the 
Ordinances have been corrected, but there are still several 
corrections required in the lists of names as now printed 
There are also useful notes on outfit and life in the country 
The coloured maps (including one illustrating the distribu- 
tion of the different types of forest) are a useful feature 
of the book, which includes a reprint of the excellent 
series of line drawings of botanical details of impor- 
tant trees which appeared in Mr. Thompson’s Report. 

Schlicii’s Manual of Forestry. Vol. I, Forest 
Policy in the British Empire. By Sir Wm. Schlich, 
K.C.I.E., etc. Fourth Edition, revised and enlarged. 
Pp. xl + 342. (London : Bradbury, Agnew & Co. : Ltd., 
1922.) Price 155. 

This volume, described as a revised and enlarged 
edition of the first part of the u Manual,” is virtually a new 
book and one that will perform a valuable service to 
foresters throughout the Empire. As is well known, 
the third edition comprised an exposition of the general 
foundations of forest policy, together with the first formal 
statement of the position of forestry in the British Empire 
so far as information on that subject was then availaole. 
Since that time (1906) the most significant event in imperial 
forestry has been the summoning of the Imperial Forest 
Conference in 1920, held in London in conjunction with the 
Empire Timber Exhibition, when the situation as regards 
forest conservancy in the different countries of the Empire 
was carefully reviewed in the light of a series of some 
thirty-four *' Statements ” in which the latest information 
on the subject was set out by the forest officers of the 
respective countries. . 

In the present volume, Sir Wm. Schlich has utilise^ 
the mass of new information contained in these statemen t 
as the basis of his account of Empire forestry, rec°r * 
in a geographical arrangement all the essential fac s p 
sented to the Conference, and adding as regar s 
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ntry his personal opinions as to the measures that should 
he taken in the immediate future to advance the objects 
P view> The information contained in the first part of the 
1 00k dealing with the principles governing the foundation 
f forest policy — including the utility of forests, the 
factors of forest production, and the State in relation to 
forestry— is in many respects substantially as in the 
corresponding sections of the previous edition, though 
its value has been enhanced by a complete recasting and 
revision. The book therefore stands as a convenient 
summary of the position of Empire forest conservancy in 
1920, and of the principles upon which its advancement 

depends. 

It is to be hoped that the desire of the author to issue 
the book fully illustrated (rendered impossible by present 
hio-h costs) will be realised in the next edition. Many 
useful outline maps and diagrams, as well as some illus- 
trations, are, however, included in the volume. A slight 
blemish is a number of typographical errors in botanical 
names which have escaped notice in proof-reading. 

Recent Progress in Rubber Chemistry and 
Technology. By P, Schidrowitz, Ph.D., F.C.S. Pp. 64, 
8 vo, 7 X4|. (London: Benn Bros., Ltd., 1922.) Price 
3s. 6 d. 

In this short review of the recent advances in rubber 
technology the first chapter is concerned exclusively with 
those belonging to the rubber plantation. Slab rubber 
is dealt with comparatively fully, while selection of seed, 
the nature of the seed oil, tree diseases, improvements in 
tapping, the relative characters of sheet and crepe, and the 
causes of variability in time of vulcanisation are touched 
on. The rest of the book treats of vulcanisation, com- 
pounding ingredients and the properties of vulcanised 
rubber. The book is well written and affords a clear 
summary of the advances made during the last decade. 


The Analysis of Rubber. By J. B. Tuttle, American 
Chemical Society, Monograph Series. Pp. 155, 8vo, g\ X 
(New York : The Chemical Catalog Company Inc., 
J 922.) Price $2*5. 

There are so many possible compounding ingredients 
11 « commercial vulcanised rubber articles that to condense 
? information on their analysis into a small volume 
ls not an easy task. Mr. Tuttle’s book has only 57 pages 
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dealing directly with rubber analysis, and some of th 
are devoted to methods which the author states to ^ 
untrustworthy. Consequently the most important Pa Jl 
of the book are very compressed. * 

In addition to the section on rubber analysis there ar* 
sixty-three pages of introductory matter giving a brief 
account of raw rubber, of some of the compounding 
ingredients used, and of the methods and theories of 
vulcanisation. There is a useful bibliography at the end 
of the book and this is followed by two appendixes, one 
dealing with the preparation of material for rubber manu- 
facture and the other with methods of making physical 
tests. 

There are two points raised by the author which are 
of special interest to plantation rubber chemists. H e 
states that the use of the rubber-sulphur mix as a standard 
for rubber testing is open to serious objections and he 
proposes in its place the following mix : rubber, 90 per cent. ; 
hexamethylene-tetramine, 0*5 per cent. ; sulphur, 4-5 per 
cent. ; zinc oxide, 5*0 per cent. Since the publication of 
this book, however, it has been shown at the Imperial 
Institute (Martin & Davey, Journ . Soc. Ckem. Indust . , 
1923, 42 , 98T) that this mix will develop wide differences 
between rubbers which in the ordinary course of events 
the manufacturer would find to be quite similar. The 
other point is that the author states that dumb-bell-shaped 
test pieces are superior to ring-shaped, in spite of the fact 
that the latter form is used almost exclusively. 


The Reign of Rubber. William C. Geer. Pp. 344, 
8vo, 8x5}. (New York: The Century Co., 1922.) 
Price S3. 

This book is a popular account of the history of rubber 
from the time of its discovery down to the present day. 
In addition, short descriptions are given of processes in- 
volved in the manufacture of a large number of rubber 
articles. The book is written in a popular style and is full 
of interest not only to the casual reader but also to the 
manufacturer, and will be invaluable to the planter who 
wishes to know something of the further treatment 0 
rubber after it leaves the plantation. 


Physical and Chemical Examination of 
Varnishes and Colours. By Henry A. Gardner, Uuec , 
Scientific Section, Educational Bureau, Paint ^ 
faeturers* Association of the United States. P* ~ \ 
8vo, 9 X 6J. (Published for the Paint Manufacturer 
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Association of the United States by P. H. Butler, 
Washington, D.C., 1922.) Price $9. 

In this volume an attempt has been made to outline 
the more important physical and chemical tests with 
which every worker in a paint and varnish laboratory 
should be familiar. In addition to the well-known methods 
used, including the more important of those adopted by 
the American Society of Testing Materials, a number of 
other methods are described which have not been published 
previously. 

Many pages are devoted to the testing of the physical 
properties of pigments, such as the hiding power, gravity, 
fineness, oil absorption and texture. The viscosity and 
colour of varnishes are also dealt with, whilst the remainder 
of the book deals with exposure tests on paints and var- 
nishes, and the analysis and examination of paint oils, 
varnishes, driers, thinners, varnish gums and the various 
pigments. 

Bound up in the volume are copies of eighteen of the 
Circulars issued by the United States Bureau of Standards 
in which are set out the Government specifications for many 
of the materials employed in the paint and varnish industry, 
together with details regarding their sampling and 
examination in the laboratory. 

The book is printed in clear type and the text figures 
and the plates are well reproduced. It should prove of 
considerable value to those engaged in the paint and 
varnish industries. 

Flavouring Materials: Natural and Synthetic. 
By A. Clarke, F.CS. Pp. xxi + 1 66, 8vo, 7J X 5. 
(London : Henry Frowde and Plodder & Stoughton, 1922.) 
Price 85. 6d t 

This work has been compiled with the object of 
providing information on flavouring agents for those 
engaged in the manufacture of foodstuffs and beverages. 

In an introductory chapter, a brief account is given of 
the physiology of the senses of taste and smell, and reference 
is made to the investigations which have been carried out 
with a view to the correlation of the taste and smell of 
chemical compounds with their chemical constitution. 

The book is divided into four sections, dealing with 
the following subjects: (1) spices, condiments and 
miscellaneous vegetable and animal flavouring agents ; 
l 2 ) essential oils ; (3) floral, fruit and compounded 

avours ; and (4) odorous chemical products. 

In the section on the spices, a short description of the 
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origin and characters of each is supplied, together with 
reference to the analytical standards of the United States 
and those of the British Pharmacopoeia and particulars 
of the distinctive microscopical features of the ground 
material. Analytical constants are also given of the 
chief substances employed as adulterants of spices and 
condiments. Methods of analysing spices are briefly 
indicated, numerous references being made to the original 
literature. The chapter on miscellaneous flavouring 
materials comprises a large number of products, including 
such substances as aloes, angostura bark, arnica, burdock, 
centaury, colocynth, dandelion, gentian, guaiacum wood, 
rhubarb, senna, simaruba bark, tansy, valerian and yarrow j 
together with more usual flavouring agents, such as anise, 
fennel, garlic, hops, juniper berries, lavender flowers, 
liquorice, marjoram, orris root, peppermint, quassia, 
thyme, tonquin bean, vanilla, wormwood, ambergris, 
civet and musk. 

The section on essential oils deals very briefly with the 
methods of preparation and analysis, and with the sources 
and usual constants of all the more important of these 
substances, the oils being arranged under the natural 
orders of the plants from which they are derived. 

The third section describes generally the extraction of 
floral perfumes by volatile solvents and also by non-volatile 
solvents (“ enfleurage ” methods) and gives special in- 
formation regarding certain flowers, viz. carnation, cassie 
(Acacia Farnesiana), heliotrope, hyacinth, jasmine, jonquil, 
lily of the valley, rose, tuberose, and violet. It also 
indicates the methods of preparing fruit juices and syrups, 
and natural fruit aromas or aroma oils. A few recipes are 
given for compounded flavours, including bitters, bouquet 
essences, cake flavours, floral flavours, fruit flavours, 
herbal beverage extracts and liqueur essences. 

In the final section, the characters of the odorous 
chemical compounds are described under the headings 
of alcohols and phenols, aldehydes, esters and other 
odorous substances. , 

The subject matter of this book is so wide tha i 
obviously could not be dealt with in any great detail in 
the space available. Nevertheless, the information pro- 
vided is well and concisely arranged and will form a use 
guide to those for whom the work is intended. 


Optical Methods in Control and Research * 

BORATORIES. VOL. I, SPECTRUM ANALYSIS, AbSOR ^ 
Spectra, Refractometky, Polarimetry. by J* 
Goldsmith, Ph.D., M.Sc., F.I.C. ; S. Judd Lewis, D* •* 
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r I c., Ph.C. ; and F. Twyman, F.Inst.P. Second Edition, 
pn iv + 56, 8vo, 9 i X 6. (London: Adam Hilger, 
Ltd., Price I5 ‘ 6 ^ 

phis volume, which is published by a well-known 
irm of scientific instrument makers, deals in an interesting 
md instructive manner with the different optical methods 
ind instruments now employed in connection with 
Dhvsico-chemical investigations. The first half of the 
300k is occupied by spectroscopy, and sets forth its value 
n metallurgical analysis, in determining the constitution 
)f organic compounds, in bio-chemistry and in the 
itandardisation and analysis of dyes, etc. The various 
:ypes of instruments used, which include spectrometers, 
spectrographs and spectrophotometers, are described 
:ogether with the methods of their technical application. 
Types of refractometers are then discussed, such as the 
Abbe, Dipping, Pulfrich and Rayleigh interference 
refractometers, and the class of work for which each 
nstrument is especially adapted. The concluding chapter 
nn the polarimeter is practically a reproduction of a 
:ontribution by two of the present authors to Glazebrook’s 
Dictionary of Applied Physics , and embraces the subject 
from its earliest beginnings to its latest applications. 

The book contains a few diagrams and tables, and three 
photogravure plates representing spectrophotographs. 

Colour Index, Edited by F. M. Rowe, D.Sc., F.I.C. 
Part I. Pp. 24, 4to, \2\ X 10. (Bradford : Society of 
Dyers and Colourists, 1922.) Price, of complete work in 
1 2 monthly parts, £4 4$. ; bound in cloth, £5. 

This work consists of a series of comprehensive reference 
tables of all the dyes of known constitution which have 
received commercial names. The information is designed 
to meet the requirements of the colour manufacturer, the 
users of colours and the student of colour chemistry. 
The first of the monthly parts, now under notice, contains 
three parts of the “ Section A, Synthetic Organic Dye- 
stuffs," viz. (1) Nitroso Colouring Matters (Quinone 
ximes), (2) Nitro Colouring Matters, and (3) Mono-azo 
olouring Matters, and deals with 107 dyes. The first 
co umn contains the index number of the dye and in 
rackets the corresponding number from the 1914 edition 
ar uAofjtabellen by G. Schultz. The second column 
^hK ai ^ S t * ie cornm ercial names of the dye and the 

^ e . via ted name of the manufacturer. The third column 
tlJ f lnS u C sc ^ ent 'fi c name, components and formula, 
ourth column the method of preparation, the fifth 
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column the name of the discoverer and references to 
literature, while the sixth column contains a description 
of the colouring matter, its properties, fastness and mode 
of application. A further column is provided for notes 
Since the earlier parts of the Index will be published before 
the whole of the information for the entire volume has been 
collected, a temporary introduction, scale of fastness and 
key to abbreviations have been included in Part I, and these 
will be subjected to revision for publication in the final 
issue. 

Civil Engineering Geology. By Cyril S. Fox 
B.Sc., M.I.M.E., F.G.S., Geological Survey of India! 
Pp. xvi + 144, 8vo, 10 x 6J. (London : Crosby Lock- 
wood & Son, 1923.) Price 185. 

This work is divided into three parts. Part I, on 
water-supply and irrigation, has separate chapters on 
rainfall, rivers and canals, reservoirs, infiltration channels 
and wells, and artesian conditions. Part II, on field 
operations, treats of retaining walls, tunnels and shafts, 
stability of hill-sides, quarrying and mining, and building 
sites. Part III, on building materials, deals with the 
occurrence, principal groups, minerals and physical 
properties of rocks, and choice of materials. The work is 
illustrated with 51 figures, 14 photographs and 6 photo- 
micrographs. Most of the photographs were taken in 
India, and are interesting examples of geological structure. 
The text is dearly written, without being overburdened 
with detail, and the illustrations are excellent. The work 
is by no means exhaustive, and may be regarded as an 
admirable introduction to civil engineering geology rather 
than a complete textbook on the subject. 

Elements of Optical Mineralogy : An Intro- 
duction to Microscopic Petrography. By N. H- 
Winchell and A. N. Winchell. Second edition, entirely 
rewritten and much enlarged by A. N. Winchell. P art j;- 
Principles and Methods. Pp. xv + 216, 8vo, 94 X ■ 
(New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc. ; London: Chapman 
& Hall, Ltd., 1922.) Price 17s. 6 d. 

The object of this work is to present a reasonably 
complete account of the principles and methods ol °P 1 
mineralogy, together with descriptions and deterimn 
tables of all minerals whose optical character can be 
microscopically. It is hoped to produce two 
parts in the course of a year or two. „ t0 

The first four chapters are purely introductory 
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ake the later part more easily understood/’ and deal very 
^ncisely with elementary conceptions, crystallography, 
C °d the physical and chemical characters of minerals. It 
a seem, however, that the vast amount of information 
crowded into 4 ° P a g es > admirably expressed though it is, 

• s0 condensed that much of it would be quite incom- 
prehensible to a beginner. The remainder of the work 
has been done very thoroughly, commencing from first 
principles. 

1 After a general account of the properties of isotropic 
substances, there is a good account of the petrographic 
microscope, a description of the preparation of material 
for examination both as a thin section and as a fine powder, 
and a detailed account of the methods by which the 
refractive index may be accurately measured micro- 
scopically. One chapter deals with the Nicol prism and 
its effect on light. The optical characteristics of isotropic, 
uniaxial and biaxial minerals are discussed in turn. 

A useful feature of the volume is the inclusion in most 
chapters of a course of laboratory work for the student. 
The book is clearly written and well illustrated. 

A Handbook of the Petroleum Industry. By 
David T. Day, Ph.D. In two volumes : Vol. I, Pp. x -{- 
964; Vol. II, Pp. vi -f 1006, 8vo, g\ x 6J. (New York : 
John Wiley & Sons, Inc. ; London : Chapman & Hall, 
Ltd., 1922.) Price 75s. 

This work, written in collaboration with several 
contributors and associate editors, is by far the most 
complete American work on the petroleum industry yet 
published. The sections, each one of which is by a 
specialist, are referred to below in the order in which they 
occur in the volumes. That on the occurrence of petroleum 
is by Frederick G. Clapp. The portion relating to structure 
is particularly good, and although, naturally, most of the 
examples are taken from the oil-fields of the United States, 
some from the Rumanian, Russian, Indian and Mexican 
fields have been included. The portion relating to geo- 
graphical occurrence is somewhat short, but the descriptions 
of the South American oil-fields, especially those of Peru, 
Argentina, Colombia, Venezuela and Trinidad are of value, 
n tue discussion of field methods in petroleum geology, 
y Frederick H. Lahee, the various ways of checking 
arometric readings are well described. Oil-field develop- 
ment and petroleum production are gone into very fully 
cJk 1 ° U1 ^i ^ anc k> the text being chiefly confined to the 

tfn 6 an ^ t0tar y s y s tems, although the dual and combina- 

n systems are briefly referred to. The portion on fishing 
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and fishing tools is excellent., and eminently p ract : 

It is stated that blow-out preventers are used for he^ 
gas pressures, but they are also sometimes used to cont^ 
high pressures of fine sand and oil, as in the Trinidad l 
field. Statistics of petroleum and natural gas have feT * 
compiled by Anne B. Coons. The section on the traiT 
portation of petroleum products, by Forrest M. Tow]' 
is confined to American practice* The method of lavin * 
pipe-lines and the tools used are clearly described and 
illustrated, and there is a sub-section on the transportation 
of natural gas by T. R. Weymouth and F. M. Towl 
David T. Day, the editor, describes the characteristics of 
petroleum, a full list of the hydrocarbons in petroleum 
being given, and the authorities quoted. Petroleum 
testing methods are fully dealt with by T. G. Delbridge 
Then follow sections on natural-gas gasoline, by H. C 
Cooper ; asphalt, by R. G. Smith, and oil shale by David 
Eliot Day. The section on refining by A, D, Smith goes 
fully into the construction of stills, condensers, towers, and 
steel and concrete storage tanks. The processes employed 
in the separation of the various constituents of crude 
petroleum are described in detail, together with special 
refining processes, such as the Simplex, the Sharpies, the 
Edeleance and the petrol-alcohol. Cracking processes are 
dealt with by Roland B. Day, while W. H. Best treats of 
the use of fuel oils. Sections on internal combustion 
petroleum engines by A. H. Goldingham ; on lubrication 
by John D. Gill, and on pipe standards and the use of 
pipes by F. N. Speller are followed by general tables and 
a glossary. It seems a pity that the glossary was not 
strictly confined to terms used in the petroleum industry. 
Descriptions of “ ore,” “ ore in sight," “ miner's inch ” and 
others might well have been ieft out, and room made for 
a few more petroleum terms which appear in the text. 

Cements, Limes and Plasters : Their materials, 
manufacture and properties. By Edwin C. Eckel. Second 
Edition, revised and partly rewritten. Pp. xxxi+ 655, 
8vo, 9J X 6J. (New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.; 
London : Chapman & Hall, Ltd., 1922.) Price 355. 6^. 

The general scheme of this work is the same as that of 
the first edition, the subject matter being divided into seven 
parts. 

A good account is given of the distribution of gyp s j* 
in the United States, Canada and Newfoundland, and e 
details of manufacture, properties and tests of its var f? 
products are described together with statistical inf °J^ a 
regarding the utilisation of the mineral in the United o a 
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The various types of lime kilns, the properties of limes 
d methods of utilisation are discussed, and useful data 
*re riven concerning the cost of manufacture. Lime-sand 
bricks, their manufacture, properties and testing, are 
treated at some length. 

The source, manufacture and use of magnesia, magnesia 
bricks and oxychloride cements are described. In discussing 
the hydraulic limes the author introduces his “ Cementa- 
tion Index ” for expressing quantitatively the relation 
k etween the chemical composition of a raw cement material 
and its hydraulic value after burning. As a method of 
classification and indication of the hydraulic possibilities 
of raw materials, it is undoubtedly useful, but its 
limitations should always be kept in mind. 

Many analyses of “ natural cement ” rock which 
appeared in the first edition have been deleted, but the 
effect of composition on the degree of burning, the types 
of kiln used, fuel consumption, and other details are 
retained in their entirety. 

The production of Portland cement is dealt with in an 
exhaustive manner ; typical analysed of each raw material 
are given and considerable attention is devoted to methods 
and costs of excavating. The equipment of many plants 
for both “ dry ” and “ wet ” processes is described, and 
the conditions most favourable for their employment are 
discussed. All the ordinary types of stationary kilns are 
considered, but no mention is made of the recent forms of 
continuous stationary kilns in which rotary grates are used. 
The economics of the rotary kiln naturally receive much 
attention, and the important matter of heat consumption 
and utilisation is fully treated. 

The requisite composition and properties of fuels — 
coal, oil, natural gas and producer gas— and their treat- 
ments are described, and a chapter is devoted to clinker 
cooling, grinding and storage and the use of gypsum as 
a retarder. Methods of testing are only touched on 
incidentally. 


The utilisation of blast furnace slags in the manufacture 
°f slag cements and bricks comprises the greater portion 
of the concluding part of the book. 

The volume is well written, profusely illustrated, and 
the comprehensive references to original sources of 
information help to make it one of the best works of 
reference on the subject. 


Clay Products Cyclopedia, 1922. Containing Im- 
portant Information for Every Executive from President 
0 foreman of Every Branch of the Clay Products Indus- 
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try, including both Pottery and Heavy Clay Product 
Pp. 252, 4to, 12 X 9* (Chicago : Industrial Publication^ 
Inc., 1922.) Price $3. ’ 

This book consists of three sections : (1) a“ definition ” 
section with 709 items, (2) a “ statistical ” section, and 
(3) trade advertisements. 

The definition section is arranged alphabetically as atl 
encyclopaedia, and in addition is provided with an index 
in which various connected items are classified under 
general headings. This index is useful in cases where it i s 
desired to find the whole of the information available hi 
the book on a particular branch of the ceramic industry 
The items generally are brief, though certain subjects 
e.g. kilns, are treated at some length. Certain omissions 
are noticed , chiefly in connection with recent developments. 
Molecular formulae and percentage compositions are both 
employed in the work, but no explanation is given of the 
method of compounding a glaze or body from a molecular 
formula. 

The second or “ statistical ” section contains not only 
important statistics relating to clay products, but also 
gives detailed information on a large number of the sub- 
jects included in the first section, cross reference being 
facilitated by the use of the same headings and numbers 
in each section. Certain unofficial methods of clay testing 
are described, and, in addition to a quantity of engineering 
information, a number of methods and specifications of the 
American Society for Testing Materials are given. 

The book contains a good deal of information available 
for ready reference, and should certainly be useful to those 
concerned with the clay products industries. 

Mechanical Testing. By R. G. Batson, A.M.Inst.C.E., 
A.M.I.M.E., and J. H. Hyde, A.M.Inst.C.E., M.I.A.E., 
A.M.I.M.E. Volume II, Testing of Prime Movers, 
Machines, Structures and Engineering Apparatus. (The 
Directly Useful [D.U.] Technical Series.) Pp. xi -p 44^, 
8vo, 8| X 5£. (London : Chapman & Hall, Ltd., i 9 ^ 2 *) 
Price 25s. 

The first volume of this treatise was concerned with 
the mechanical testing of materials of construction, and was 
reviewed in this Bulletin (1922, 20 , 284); the secon 
and final volume deals with the methods and apparatus 
employed for the testing of prime movers, machines an 
structures. It is an interesting and instructive vvor , 
and should be of much practical utility. , . 

The student will find adequate references enabling 
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obtain further and more complete information on any 
t0 ticular subject, where, owing to the wide ground covered 
bv the book, only broad outlines have been attempted by 

^ After an explanation of the theory of dynamometry, 
the various types of absorption and transmission dynamo- 
eters are reviewed, the best -known machines being 
described in each case. Chapters follow devoted to the 
methods and machinery used in testing springs, bearings, 
ars and other important parts of prime movers and 
machines. Those readers who are concerned with con- 
structional engineering will appreciate the information on 
testing concrete, reinforced concrete beams, columns and 
struts, and the chapter dealing with the measurement of 
movement of masonic structures due to vibration and 
subsidence and the stresses and deflections produced in 
structures under dead load, impact, etc. 

Descriptions are given of the manner in which cutting 
tools are tested, and of the apparatus used for applying 
and measuring hydraulic pressure ; tests on aircraft models 
follow and the volume closes with a chapter on miscellan- 
eous tests and testing apparatus. 

The subject matter of the book is treated in a thorough 
manner and the illustrations and figures are all of good 
standard. 

Philips' Commercial Map of China. Edited by Sir 
Alexander Hosie, M.A., LL.D., F.R.G.S. 62 X 45 inches. 
(London: George Philip & Son, Ltd., 19 22.) Price, 
mounted on cloth and varnished, with rollers, 50s. ; 
mounted on cloth, folded in case, 55s. 

This useful publication consists of a well-printed map 
of China, on the scale of 48 miles to the inch, and a 
concise and informative Handbook by Sir Alexander Hosie, 
entitled 11 China — Geographical, Commercial, Industrial." 
The Map is printed in black and five colours ; it is not 
burdened with unnecessary details, but it contains, in 
addition to the usual topographical features, a mass of 
valuable information regarding the animal, vegetable and 
mineral products and the principal manufactures of the 
country. In order to indicate the districts in which the 
principal products occur and the localities in which the 
chief manufacturing industries are carried on, no less than 
ninety-eight distinctive symbols are used. The map also 
shows railways, navigable rivers, canals, steamer routes, 
submarine cables, telegraph lines, wireless stations and 
caravan routes ; and an index to it is provided at the end 
of Handbook. 
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The contents of the Handbook itself can best h 
indicated by quoting the following titles of sections^ 
The Chinese” Peoples, Currencies, Communications, Foreign 
Relations, Industrial Development, Trade. This last- 
named. section includes a large amount of information 
regarding natural products and manufactures. Not much 
can be quoted here from the particulars given in the 
Handbook, but it may be mentioned that there are now 
7,000 miles of railway in China and over 49,000 miles of 
land telegraph lines ; that in 1919 a quantity of z\ miUi on 
tons of soy beans and soy bean products was exported 
the value of this item being exceeded only by that of the 
exports of silk ; that in 1920 the value of the wheat and 
flour exported was nine times as much as in 1913; and 
that as regards natural resources it is believed that China 
has a reserve of coal sufficient to supply the whole world 
for a thousand years. 

The statistics which appear in the Handbook include 
a table of population, from which it is noted that whilst 
the “ Foreign Customs Estimate ” of the population of 
China is about 441 million (exclusive of Sinkiang) the 
Chinese census of 1910 gave a figure (including Sinkiang) 
of only 335 to 336 million. Both these estimates include 
Manchuria, which according to the Chinese census had in 
1910 a population of about 1 5 million. In addition to the 
figures mentioned, Mongolia and Tibet account for a 
further 5 million people. 

The Map and Handbook together form an admirable 
production, which should be extremely useful to all 
concerned with China and its development, whether as 
traders, politicians, or teachers of commercial geography; 
whilst the name of Sir A. Hosie is a guarantee both of the 
reliability of the information furnished and the care which 
has been given to the publication as a whole. 
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Malaya : The Straits Settlements and Federated 
D Unfederated Malay States. Edited by R. O. 
YVinstedt, M.A., D.Litt. (Oxon.). Pp. xi + 283, 9 X si- 
(London : Constable & Co., Ltd., 1923.) Price 1 2s. 

Burma. By Sir Herbert Thirkell White, K.C.I.E. 
p x 4- 226, 8 X (Cambridge : The University Press, 

1 92 3 - ) Price 8s * 

Patrolling in Papua. By W. R. Humphries, A.R.M., 
with an Introduction by J. H. P. Murray, Lieutenant- 
Governor and Chief Judicial Officer of Papua. Pp. 287, 
9 X Sb (London : T. Fisher Unwin, Ltd., 1923.) Price 

215 . 

Bermuda : Past and Present. By Walter Brownell 
Hayward. Pp. xii + 237, 7J X 5. (London : Stanley 
Paul & Co.) Price 85. 6d. 

The Pocket Guide to the West Indies. By 
Algernon Aspinall, C.M.G. New and Revised Edition. 
Pp. x + 479, 7 X 4h (London : Sifton Praed & Co., 
Ltd., 1923.) Price 10s. 

The South and East African Year Book and Guide. 
Edited annually by A. Samler Brown, F.R.M.S., and G. 
Gordon Brown, F.R.G.S., for the Union-Castle Mail 
Steamship Company, Limited. 1923 Edition. Pp. 1 
+ 9 I( 5 ) 7\ X 5 * (London: Sampson Low, Marston & 
Co., Ltd.) Price 5s. 

The Beginnings of Agriculture in America. By 
Lyman Carrier, B.S., M.Agr. Pp. xvii + 323, 9J X 
y. (London : McGraw-Hill Publishing Co., Ltd., 1923.) 
Price 15s. 


The Coconut Palm : The Science and Practice 
of Coconut Cultivation. By H. C. Sampson, C.I.E., 
■oc. Pp. xiv + 262, 10 x 6£. (London: John Bale, 
ons and Danielsson, Ltd., 1923.) Price 31s. 6d. 

Der Olbaum in Kleinasien. By Dr. E. Fickendey. 
p. \u -f 1 12, 10 x 7. (Leipzig : K. F. Koehler, 1922.) 
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Indian Tea : its Culture and Manufacture r 
Claud Bald. Fourth Edition. Pp. X + 397, 33 ’ J 
(Calcutta : Thacker, Spink & Co., 1922.) Price Rs.12 


The Diseases of the Tea Bush. By T. Petch, B A 
B.Sc. Pp. xii + 220, 9x6. (London : Macmillan" & 
Co.; Ltd., 1923*) Pnc e 205. ^ 

The Preparation of Plantation Rubber. By Sidney 
Morgan, A.R.C.S., with a Preface and a Chapter on Yuj. 
canization by Henry P. Stevens, M.A. (Oxon.), Php 
F.I.C. Pp. xvi + 331, 9 X 6. (London : Constable & 
Co., Ltd., 1922.) Price 21s. 


The Soybean. By Charles V. Piper, M.S., D.S., and 
William J. Morse, B.S.A. Pp. xv + 329, 9X6. (London: 
McGraw-Hill Publishing Co., Ltd., 1923.) Price 205. 


Dates and Date Cultivation of the ’Iraq. Bv 
V. H. W. Dowson, B.A. Part III. The Varieties of 
Date Palms of the Shatt A1 ’Arab. Pp. 97, g\ x 7}. 
(Cambridge : W. Heffer & Sons, Ltd., 1923.) Price 10s. 

Formulary of the Parisian Perfumer. By R.-M, 
Gattefosse. Third English Edition. Pp. 85, 7J x 5}. 
(Villeurbanne, Rhone : J. Gattefosse, Editeur, La Par- 
fumerie Moderne , 1923.) Price 4s. 


The Forests of India. By E. P. St ebbing, M.A., 
Professor of Forestry, University of Edinburgh. Vol. II, 
Pp.xii + 633, 8J X 5f. (London: John Lane, The Bodley 
Head, Ltd., 1923.) Price 425. 


Lumber : Its Manufacture and Distribution. By 
Ralph Clement Bryant, F.E., M.A. Pp. xxi + 539* (N+ 7 
York : John Wiley & Sons, Inc. ; London : Chapman 0: 
Hall, Ltd., 1922,) Price 23s. 


Textbook of Agricultural Bacteriology. By F. 
Lohnis, Ph.D., and E. B. Fred, Ph.D. Pp. ix + *83,91 

X 6+ (London: McGraw-Hill Publishing Co., Ltd., i9 2 3*/ 

Price 155. 


Insecticides and Fungicides, Spraying and 
Equipment. A Laboratory Manual with Supplemen . 
Text Material. By O. G. Anderson and F. C. Rotn. £ 
xvi + 349, 9i x 6J. (New York : John Wiley & ' 

Inc. ; London : Chapman & Hall, Ltd., I9 2 3*) * 
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The Farmer’s Raw Materials : Air, Water, Soil 
Manure. By James Hendrick, B.Sc., F.I.C. Pp. 
xv + 21 1 , 7 X 5- (Edinburgh: W. Green & Son, Ltd., 
1923.) PHce 6s. 

p ARM Mortgage Financing. By Ivan Wright. Pp. 

■ Si X Si* (London: McGraw-Hill Publishing Co., 

Ltd,. 923J Price 15 s . 

The Examination of Hydrocarbon Oils and of 
Saponifiable Fats and Waxes. By Dr. D. Holde. 
Authorised Translation from the Fifth German Edition by 
Edward Mueller, Ph.D. Second English Edition. Pp. 

xix + 57 2 > 9i x 6 i* ( New York : J ohn wile Y & Sons, 
Inc. ; London : Chapman & Hall, Ltd., 1922.) Price 

30s. 

The Chemical Examination of Water, Sewage, 
Foods and Other Substances. By J. E. Purvis, M.A., 
and T. R. Hodgson, M.A. Second and Enlarged Edition. 
Pp. 346, 8| X 5|. (Cambridge : The University Press, 
1922.) Price 20s. 

Technical Methods of Ore Analysis for Chemists 
and Colleges. By Albert H. Low, Sc.D. Ninth Edition. 
Pp. 1 + 348, 9X6. (New York : John Wiley & Sons, 
Inc.; London: Chapman & Hall, Ltd., 1922.) Price 
175. 6 d . 

A Tested Method of Laboratory Organisation. By 
Seymour Pile, M.A., and Reginald Johnston. Pp. xx + 
98, 7J X 5. (London : H. F. & G. Witherby, 1923.) 
Price ys. 6 d. 

Metals and their Alloys. By Charles Vickers. Pp. 
xix + 767, 9J x 6J. (New York : Henry Carey Baird & 
Co., Inc., 1923.) Price $7.50. 

Low Temperature Carbonisation of Bituminous 
Coal. By Andrew McCulloch, A.I.C., A.M.C.T., and 
Seville Simpkin, M.Sc. (Tech.), A.I.C. Pp. xii + 248, 

9X6. (London: II. F. & G. Witherby, 1923.) Price 
185, 


The Engineering of Excavation. By George B. 
Massey. Pp. v i + 37 6 )9 \ x 6 . (New York : John Wiley 
p bons > ^ nc * I London : Chapman & Hall, Ltd., 1923.) 
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A Smaller Commercial Geography. By George r 
Chisholm, M.O., B.Sc. (Edin.) and J. Hamilton BitW 
M.A., F.R.S.G.S. New Edition. Pp. xiv + 302, x 
(London : Longmans, Green & Co., 1923*) Price 5 s. 

The Association of British Chemical Manufac- 
turers : Official Directory of Members with Classi- 
fied list of their Manufactures, 1923. (London* 
Offices of the Association, 166, Piccadilly, W.i, 1923.) 
Price 1 os. 6 d. 



REPORTS of recent investigations at 
THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 

The following summaries have been prepared from a selection 
0 f the Reports made by the Director of the Imperial 
Institute to the Dominion , Colonial and Indian 
Governments. 


THE SODA DEPOSITS OF LAKE MAGADI 
IN KENYA 

An adequate and cheap supply of sodium carbonate is 
of great industrial importance. The greater part of the 
world’s supply is obtained by the chemical treatment of 
common salt, but in certain parts of the world there are 
natural deposits of sodium carbonate and bicarbonate 
which are worked. One of the most notable of these, 
both as regards the extent of the deposit and the purity 
of the material, is that of Lake Magadi in Kenya Colony. 

In March 1908 the Imperial Institute was consulted 
by the Colonial Office with reference to certain proposals 
then under consideration for the industrial development 
of the soda deposits of Lake Magadi, which lies in about 
the centre of the Rift Valley and not far from the border 
of Tanganyika Territory. The information available at 
that time regarding the soda deposits of this lake was 
insufficient to show : (1) whether the crust of soda 

on the surface of the lake was of uniform composition 
throughout, (2) the nature and extent of the underlying 
deposits on which the renewal of the supply of soda 
depended, and (3) whether there was any accumulation of 
residual impurities in the water present in the crust. As 
these matters were of considerable importance in connec- 
tion with the valuation of the deposit, the Imperial In- 
stitute suggested to the Colonial Office that Mr. J. S. 
oates, who had then completed his term of service as 
431 
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Geologist accompanying the Anglo-Congolese Boundar 
Commission, should visit and examine Lake Magadi and 
the geological features in its immediate vicinity, anc j 
accordingly he was instructed to undertake this i n . 
vestigation. 

Mr. Coates made a detailed examination of Lake 
Magadi, and the present article includes a summary of 
his report, the composition of the samples collected as 
ascertained by analysis at the Imperial Institute, and 
considerations as to the probable origin of the alkali 
and the prospects of its continued production. 

The main part of Lake Magadi is at an altitude of about 
2,000 ft. above sea-level and occupies a narrow fault- 
trough in the Rift Valley which is elongated in a N.N.E.- 
S.S.W. direction. The length of the lake is 17 miles and 
its average breadth 1 J miles. As there are no permanent 
streams of fresh water in the neighbourhood no fresh 
water enters the lake, which has no outlet. The nearest 
stream is the Guaso Nyiro, about 6 miles distant from the 
S.E. end of the lake. The average temperature of the 
district is high, but the locality appears to be healthy and 
free from malaria. 

The soda deposit covers the whole width of the trough 
for a length of 12 miles in the middle portion of the lake 
bed, as is shown in the sketch map on page 433. Nearthe 
shore the soda forms only a thin soft layer on the mud of 
the lake bottom, and is covered by a layer of liquor. At 
a distance of 200 yds. from the shore the soda crust has 
already a thickness of more than 6 ft. 

Owing to the limitations of the tools available Mr. 
Coates was only able to drill to a depth of 6 ft., but he wfo 
of opinion that no liquid layer would be found under- 
lying the soda crust. The crust was pierced by drilling 
in two places near the edge of the deposit, and in neither 
case was any liquid substratum found, the soda J^ n 
immediate contact with the mud of the lake bottom, 
interstices and cavities, however, of the crystalline matter 
were filled with liquid. The crust was not uni 01 > 
consisting of several layers differing somewhat m struc ' U 
and separated by cavities filled either with al a me 
or with a mixture of loose crystals and mud. 



I 


LAKEENEGARAMAI ___ 

Open Wafer 


Mud |§S 


/ « J Soda P* “1 

LAKE MAGADl Jj “ ^ J « J* • ^ Rock Sam plesf # ] 
j c' b a 

V‘«‘«*m s P r,n 3 ssa,n p |ecl 1 Q 




)* * 1 v « * 


1 * * * 1 / 1^3 A 

I * X * ^ 
e d c'U| 

\ \ is , 

d * c , t a tfZZjA 


p’i\ 

I .*.1 J.*«-’nr| 

p * * /a ; 6 5/ M 


|#59\, d c 6«J7 


, , v* , 1 




o t 4 

Scale oF Miles 


t-AKEMAGAm snnA nFPOSITS 




434 BULLETIN OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 

A large number of hot springs arise along the margin 
of the lake, and discharge into it. The water of most of 
these springs is alkaline, and in some cases attains a 
temperature of about ioo° F. Their outflows vary con- 
siderably in quantity, ranging from a few gallons to more 
than a thousand gallons per minute. One of the springs 
(marked P in sketch map) at the south end of the lake had 
an outflow of 2,55° gallons per minute. The surface of 
the lake in the vicinity of each spring consists of open 


water. 

At the N.W. extremity of Lake Magadi, and separated 
from it by a narrow strip of rock is a smaller lake, Lake 
Enegaramai, 5 square miles in area. On the east side this 
lake is very shallow, and on the west is inaccessible, as it 
is bounded by a nearly perpendicular scarp 500 to 800 ft. 
high. The water of the lake is open throughout and 
carries no soda crust, although it is strongly alkaline, and 
resembles in composition the water at the extremities 
of Lake Magadi. The lake is fed at its northern end 
by numerous hot springs, the water of which in some 
cases has a temperature approaching the boiling point, 
The discharge from the chief group of Enegaramai springs 
was estimated at 3,000 gallons per minute, and the outflow 


of all the springs at over 4,000 gallons per minute. 

The density of the soda crust on Lake Magadi was 
estimated at about 76*4 lb. per cubic foot. Assuming a 
depth of 5 ft. ot crust over an area of 22\ square miles- 
and this may be taken as a proved minimum— it follows 
that the amount of crude soda available is not less than 
107,000,000 tons. Lake Magadi is therefore the largest 
known natural source of sodium carbonate. 

Although it is shown by the analyses that the liqui 
from which this crystalline crust has separated contains 
in solution other salts, notably sodium chloride and sodium 
sulphate, the conditions are such that the separate cr) 
stals are practically pure trona, a mixture of ca ^ 
and bicarbonate of soda or sesquicarbonate ot 
(NajCO3.NaHCO3.2HjO) which only needs to be 
draining or washing from the adherent hqui 


a very pure material. 
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Composition of the Soda, the Water from Hot Springs, 
and the Rocks of Lake Magadi 

The samples forwarded by Mr, Coates to the Imperial 
Institute are described below under eight headings. The 
numerals and letters used to distinguish the samples 
are shown on the sketch map so that the positions 
at which the samples were collected are roughly indi- 
cated. 

Group 1. — Samples of crust down to a depth of 3 ft. 
6in. These samples were marked la, lb, Ic; Ila, lib, lie, 
lid, He ; and so on. 

Group 2. — Samples of crust taken from some of the 
positions at which the samples forming Group 1 were 
obtained, but at a greater depth, namely, from 3 ft. 6 in. 
to 5 ft. 6 in. These samples were marked Ia2, Ib2, IIa2, 
etc. ; thus la 2 represents the material obtained below la, 
IIIc2 that below I lie, and so on. 

Group 3. — Samples of crust taken from holes in rows 
III, IV and V as shown on the sketch map but at various 
depths. These samples were marked S.G.IIIa, S.G.IIIb, 
and so on, the small letters indicating the depth at which 
the sample was taken, thus a = upper layer, b = second 
layer, c = third layer, and so on. 

Group 4. — Samples of the alkaline liquor which was 
entangled with the crust. These were marked Ilia, I lib, 
IIIc, Hid, and so on. 

Group 5. — Samples of water from alkaline springs dis- 
charging into Lake Magadi. 

Group 6. — Samples of water from alkaline springs dis- 
charging into Lake Enegaramai. 

Group 7. — Sample of water from Lake Enegaramai. 
This was marked 7. 

Group 8. — Rock specimens collected in the vicinity of 
Lake Magadi. 

The total number of samples collected was 164. These 
were submitted to a preliminary examination and a certain 
dumber considered to be representative were selected for 
detailed investigation. The results of this work are as 
follows : 

7 * 
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Group i Samples -of the lake crust taken from the surface 
down to a depth of 3 ft. 6 in. 

Five of these were selected for analysis. All the 
samples of this group consisted of broken masses of 
elongated and interlacing crystals of trona. They were 
greyish in appearance and all fairly clean except No. VIb 
which contained a considerable amount of earthy impurity. 
The selected samples gave the following results on analysis : 




Ib. 

IIIc. 

IVb. 

VIb. villa 



Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Percent. Percent 

Sodium carbonate 

Na 2 CO, 

45-02 

44 08 

44-00 

42-67 4 ;.j 5 

Sodium bicarbonate 

NaHCOj 

34-64 

35-88 

35-3° 

2 9'03 29.3a 

Sodium chloride 

NaCl . 

. 1-62 

1-53 

2-84 

37 2 *m jj 

Water 1 

HjO . 

16-32 

16-33 

16-21 

16-70 i ryi 

Insoluble matter 


1-82 

1-82 

j* 3 o 

7-65 2-33 


1 Jn these and the succeeding analyses of samples of the lake crust the “ water “ 
includes moisture and water of crystallisation. 


Group 2 . — Samples of crust from a depth of 3 ft. 6 in. to a 
depth of 5 ft. 6 in. 

Four of these were analysed. Like the samples of 
Group 1 they consisted of masses of interlacing trona 
crystals, but on the whole were cleaner. They gave the 
following results on analysis : 

Ib 2 . Illc2. lVb2. villa:. 

Percent. Percent. Per cent. Per cm. 
Sodium carbonate Na a CO # . . 43'86 46-09 447 ^ 45 -3 

Sodium bicarbonate NaHCO* . . ■ 38*20 34 -2 9 34‘33 34 54 

Sodium chloride NaCi . . • 1 ' 7 ® 3 '®^ 

Water 1 H ,0 . . * 16*62 16-82 16-38 

Insoluble matter i*«5 °‘ 68 r 4° 

1 See above. 

Group 3 . — Samples of crust collected at various depths to 
ascertain whether the composition of the crust oene 
with depth. 

These resembled the samples of Groups 1 and 2. Those 
marked S.G.Va and S.G.Vc (see table below) were very 
clean, the former having a pinkish colour. The other two 
were darker in colour owing to the presence of arge 
amounts of earthy impurity. 

four of these, collected from one bore-ho e, 
examined with the following results ; 



SODA DEPOSITS OF LAKE MAGADI IN KENYA 43 7 




S.fi.Va. 

S.G.Vb. 

S.G.Vc. 

S.G.Vd. 



Upper 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 



Layer. 

Layer. 

Layer. 

Layer. 



P*r cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Sodium carbonate 

Na*CO a . 

48*20 

43*61 

46*03 

49*40 

Sodium bicarbonate 

NaHCOg . 

32*08 

3 b *35 

36*29 

28*26 

Sodium chloride 

NaCl 

2*89 

3*15 

0*97 

2-19 

Water 1 

HjO 

i6*io 

15 '99 

17*12 

* 8*35 

Insoluble matter 


°*45 

o*8i 

0*19 

in 


1 See footnote on p. 436. 





Reference to the sketch map will show that the samples 
in Groups 1 and 2 selected for analysis were taken at 
various points along the lake. The analytical results 
show very little difference in the composition of the crust 
at the various depths either for the topmost layer of 
3 ft. 6 in. or for the lower layer between 3 ft. 6 in. and 
5 ft. 6 in. Similarly the set of four samples of Group 3, 
taken at various depths in one bore-hole in row No. V, 
show that there is very little variation in the composition 
of the crust with the depth. 

The whole of these analytical results taken together 
indicate that the crust is of fairly uniform composition 
throughout. 


Group 4. — Alkaline Liquors from Lake Magadi. 

The samples were taken from holes bored in the crust 
after a period of fifteen days of calm weather and represent 
the residual liquor, entangled in the crust, which had 
drained into the holes. They consisted of saturated 
liquor and were of dark-brown colour. As received, all 
had deposited a considerable quantity of crystalline matter, 
but this passed into solution again on warming the liquor 
to 40° C. The following are results of analyses made on 
liquors so treated, amounts being given in grams per 
100 c.c. : 


Total solid matter 
Including : 

Sodium carbonate Na s CO s 

Sodium chloride NaCl 

Sodium bicarbonate NaHCO* 
Sodium sulphate Na 2 S0 4 

potassium chloride KC1 
Suspended matter 


Ilia. 

JIIc. 

IVb. 

IVc. 

38*47 

43*43 

52*49 

45*31 

19*37 

24*59 

28*27 

23*11 

15*99 

16*94 

21*30 

1904 

1*22 

031 

o *43 

o-88 

0*2 6 

0*09 

0*48 

o *47 

0*17 

0*09 

0*32 

0*38 

o *39 

004 

0*17 

o*J 5 
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These results show that the residual liquor is almost 
as rich in sodium chloride as in carbonate, and indicate 
that the effective draining away of this liquor from the 
soda crust is necessary to secure a soda product of a high 
degree of purity. 

In view of the richness of these liquors in sodium 
chloride it was considered of interest to examine the 
crystalline matter they deposited when cooled below 40 0 C. 
For this purpose the deposit from sample Vc was selected. 
It was found to consist essentially not of trona (sodium 
sesquicarbonate) like the soda crust, but of heptahydrated 
sodium carbonate (Na 2 C 0 3 , 7H 2 0). The top layers of 
the crystalline matter, i.e. the portion still in contact with 
the liquor, contained 1-85 per cent, of sodium chloride. 
The residual liquor contained 23 per cent, of sodium 
chloride, and as the crystals were not washed before they 
were analysed the sodium chloride they contained was 
due to the inclusion of small quantities of the mother 
liquor. It is clear from this result that the residual 
liquor of Lake Magadi, although rich in sodium chloride, 
has no tendency to deposit this salt at present. 

Group 5 . — Waters from springs discharging into Lak 
Magadi. 

These were all clear colourless liquids ; the four selected 
for analysis were as follows : 

(A) Taken from a stream flowing southwards from a 
pool which is fed by numerous small jets of hot liquor 
arising from fissures and joints in the lavas at the N.E. 
arm of Lake Magadi. 

(B) Obtained from a stream on the west side of the 

N.W. arm of the lake. , 

(P) Taken from the group of springs which arise in the 
most western part of the southern arm of the lake. e 
water rises from basins worn in the hard clay of the a 'e 

bottom. 1 

( W) Taken from a group of small jets rising from cr 
in the clay at the foot of the high scarp which boun » 
western arm of the lake. . u e 

The results of analysis are given in the fol owing 
in which amounts are given in grams per 100 c.c. • 
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Simple- 

Total solid matter 


A. 

4*630 

B. 

2*130 

P. 

3-663 

W. 

2770 

1 °S«iinm carbonate Na.CO. 

Sodium bicarbonate NaHCO, 
Sodium Chloride NaCl . 

Sodium sulphate Na,SO, 

Potassium chloride KC1 ■ 

Cmnended matter • * 


i*6io 

1*680 

1-295 

0-038 

0039 

0-933 

0*527 

0*646 

0-005 

0*011 

nil 

1*227 
1*283 
5*0 35 
o*o 38 
0008 
nil 

0-482 

5*474 

0744 

0-038 

00087 

00006 

recharge fro” s P rin «' gall0nS per minute 

Discharge of sodium carbonate and bicar- 
bonate in lb. per minute . 

1.15° 

378 

450 

179 

2,250 

637 

Figures 

not 

avail- 

able. 


These results indicate that whilst the chief saline con- 
stituents of all these springs are the same, there is consider- 
able variation in the quantity of saline matter in the 
spring waters and also in the relative amounts of the 
constituents. It is noticeable that the amount of sodium 
chloride present in these waters is relatively large in 
comparison with the amounts of sodium carbonate and 
bicarbonate, which together form the principal part of 
the crust. The fact that the crust eventually derived 
from these spring waters is poor in sodium chloride 
depends upon the relatively great solubility of the chloride. 

Group 6 . — Waters from springs discharging into Lake 
Enegaramai. 

These were clear, colourless liquids. One (sample R) 
which issued from a bed of breccia at the foot of a high 
scarp at the N.W. corner of the lake was selected for 
analysis, and gave the following results in grams per 100 


c.c. : 


Total solid matter ..... 

• 3 * 5 ° 3 

Including : 


Sodium carbonate Na,CO, 

• 0*^54 

Sodium bicarbonate NaHCO* . 

. 1*856 

Sodium chloride NaCl 

. 0*904 

Sodium sulphate Na,S0 4 

. 0030 

Potassium chloride KC1 

0014 

Suspended matter ..... 

. trace 

Discharge from spring in gallons per minute 

■ 3i°°° 


Discharge from, spring of sodium carbonate and 
bicarbonate in ib. per minute . . . *753 

This spring water resembles in composition those 
included in Group 5, which are discharged into Lake 
Magadi. 
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Group 7 . — Water from Lake Enegaramai. 

This was clear and colourless. It gave the folio, 
results on analysis in grams per ioo c.c. : 


Total solid matter 
Including : 

Sodium carbonate Na a C0 3 
Sodium bicarbonate NaHCO, 
Sodium chloride NaCl 
Sodium sulphate Na 2 S0 4 
Potassium chloride KCI 
Suspended matter 


5*440 

1 *6i 5 
2-193 

1-490 

0-036 

0-052 

0-009 


The results show that this water, though comparatively 
weak in saline matter, contains over i| times as much 
salts as the spring water (R) feeding the lake. 


Group 8 . — Rocks from the vicinity of Lake Magadi. 

Of the rocks collected in the vicinity of the lake, six 
were selected for chemical analysis, as follows : 

No. 3 from N.E. side of Lake Magadi. 

No. 25 from tongue of rock projecting into the lake 
about the middle of the east side. 

No. 28 from the Lendurut Hills, a few miles to the 
south of Lake Magadi. 

No. 51 from the S.E. side of Lake Magadi. 

No. 59 from the S.W. side of Lake Magadi. 

No. 66 from the N.E. side of Lake Enegaramai. 

The analyses gave the following results : 




3- 

25 - 

28 . 

5t. 

59* 

66. 



Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per ceni. 

Silica 

Si0 2 

59*41 

59*38 

53*79 

61-24 

60-25 

63-81 

Alumina 

ai,o. 

12-03 

10-84 

16-45 

13*53 

IO-87 

12-7^ 

Ferric oxide 

Fc 2 0 3 

453 

3*92 

4*77 

4*52 

508 

4*74 

Ferrous oxide 

FeO 

3'93 

428 

2-7 r 

3‘3 6 

3*50 

1-65 

Manganous oxide 

MnO 

0-65 

°-35 

°*54 

o*34 

0-83 

0-31 

Magnesia 

MgO 

0-63 

0-89 

1-92 

i-o6 

0-83 

°*57 

Lime 

CaO 

1*39 

3‘3i 

5*64 

1-98 

273 

0-4° 

..A- 

Soda 

Na s O 

b*37 

5-60 

4‘3 2 

4*95 

6-29 


Potash 

Titanium dioxide 

K 2 0 

Ti0 2 

4-36 

o-8i 

5-oi 

0*81 

271 

i*77 

3-86 

0-99 

4*77 

o-8S 

5 ' y ’ 

0-69 

Phosphoric anhydride 

p s o 6 

1-06 

1-00 

0*86 

0-99 

1-62 

0-18 

Carbon dioxide 

CO, 

trace 

1-30 

absent 

o*35 


0-24 

Sulphuric anhydride 

SO, 

0-27 

0-04 

O-IO 

0*09 

0*06 

006 

trace 

Chlorine 

Cl 

005 

0-007 

0-04 

0*02 


2-6: 

Water 

H,0 

4<>5 

3*M 

4-02 

2-50 

1*25 
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is a soda-pitchstone ; Nos. 25, 51, 59 and 66 are 
soda- trachytes, and No. 28 is a pyroxene-andesite. No 
heliae or any other felspathoid was observed in these 
Articular specimens, the alkali being present in them 

chiefly i n the form of fels P ar * 


No. 


The Origin of the Soda Deposits 

The rocks of the Rift Valley area, in which Lake Magadi 
is situated, are characterised by an abundant development 
of soda minerals, including nepheline, which is a readily 
decomposed silicate of sodium and aluminium. Although 
this mineral is apparently scarce in the surface rocks 
immediately surrounding the lake, as indicated by the 
results of examination of specimens at the Imperial 
Institute, its abundance in the rocks which occupy adjacent 
districts of the Rift Valley is of significance in connection 
with the origin of the Magadi soda deposits. 

Rainwater with carbonic acid in solution is capable 
of decomposing nepheline and other felspathoids quite 
readily, leaching out soda and forming sodium carbonate. 
This surface water with sodium carbonate in solution seeps 
into the rocks and penetrates along cracks and fissures 
to a considerable depth. 

In a region such as that of the Rift Valley, where the 
volcanic rocks are of comparatively recent formation, and 
where the latest phases of volcanic activity are still opera- 
tive, much carbon dioxide, together with some hydrochloric 
and sulphuric acids, is emitted from the earth's crust. 
These are absorbed by seepage waters, intensifying the 
solvent action of the latter upon the readily decomposable 
sodium minerals. Ultimately these waters come into 
contact with the yet uncooled lavas, and are thrown back 
to the surface in the form of hot spring waters, mixed to 
some extent no doubt with primary water which has been 
exuded from the hot rocks below. 

The composition of these spring waters indicates that 
fresh supplies of sodium carbonate are being added con- 
stantly to the lake, and there appears to be no reason 
w hy these supplies should not continue for an indefinite 
period. 
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Utilisation of the Deposits 

The technical side of the utilisation of the Magadi soda 
at least in principle, is a very simple matter, since the 
crust after removal merely requires draining, washing and 
roasting to convert it into soda ash (dry sodium carbonate) 
of a high degree of purity, which can be exported as such 
or converted in Kenya into other sodium compounds 
required in commerce, such as caustic soda and soda 
crystals. 

The following table gives (i) the average composition 
of Lake Magadi soda as computed from the thirteen analy- 
ses quoted in the early portion of this report, (2) the pro- 
bable average composition of soda ash made from Magadi 
soda, (3) the average composition of commercial soda ash 
made (a) by the Leblanc process and ( b ) by the ammonia- 
soda process. 




Magadi 

Magadi 

Leb'anc 

Eng'ish 

Solvaj 



Soda 

Soda 

Soda 

Ammonia- 

Soda 



Crust. 

Ash. 

Ash. 

soda Ash. 

Ash. 



Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cfx) 

Sodium bicarbonate NaHC 0 3 

33*^4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sodium carbonate 

Na,CO $ 

45*44 

94*36 

98-20 

9 S *72 

9944 

Sodium chloride 

NaCl 

2-30 

3*24 

O-IO 

°‘54 

0-21 

Sodium sulphate 

NajS0 4 

— 

— 

O-60 

0-20 

— 

Insoluble matter 


1-66 

2-40 

O-II 

0-09 

— 

Water 


16-73 

— 

067 

0-32 

0-31 

From these results it appears that 

“ soda ash" 

made 


from Lake Magadi soda might be slightly inferior to soda 
ash of commerce in containing a larger quantity of sodium 
chloride, but in this connection it must be remembered 
that in collecting the samples of soda no special precautions 
were taken to remove the adherent and entangled mother 
liquors which are rich in sodium chloride, as shown by 
the analyses recorded on p. 437. In actual practice arrange- 
ment would be made for the removal of this entangled 
mother liquor. 

Reference has been made already to another point 
of importance in connection with the utilisation of this 
soda deposit, viz. : the accumulation of sodium chloride 
and other impurities in the lake water. It is clear from 
the analyses made that there is at present no indication 
that sodium chloride has separated out with the so a, 
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t he small amounts of sodium chloride found in the crust 
being due to small quantities of lake water entangled in it. 
Further, the supplies of solid soda already available are 
so large that no practical difficulty from the deposition of 
sodium chloride is likely to occur for a very long time, and 
t jiis conclusion is confirmed by the fact already noted 
that the lake liquors when cooled continue to deposit 
sodium carbonate. It seems likely, however, that since 
the lake has no outlet the gradual removal of soda and 
the gradually increasing richness of the residual water 
in sodium chloride will eventually lead to the deposition 
of sodium chloride with the sodium carbonate and it is 
noteworthy in this connection that Mr. Coates states 
that crystals of rock salt are occasionally found in the 
under surface of the top layer of the crust where it over- 
lies a liquid stratum. 

The exploitation of the Magadi soda deposit was 
undertaken by the Magadi Soda Co., Ltd,, which was formed 
in 1911, and which undertook the construction of a branch 
railway line, 93 miles in length, from the deposit 
to the Uganda Railway, thus connecting it with the port 
of Kilindini on the coast. The company also undertook 
the building of a pier and the dredging of approaches at 
Kilindini. The distance from the lake to the port is 
about 280 miles, and the route passes over the Kapiti 
Plains at an altitude of 5,336 ft. 

The branch of the Uganda Railway from Ulu to Magadi 
was completed in August 1915, but the necessary treat- 
ment plant had not been conveyed to the deposit. Upon 
its completion the railway was taken over by the authori- 
ties and used for military purposes, and so the work at the 
a e was brought to a standstill. It was possible, how- 
ever, m 1917 to make some little progress, and this was 
continued until early in 1919, when work was again 
suspended owing to the necessity of certain alterations 
0 t e calcining plant at Magadi. Operations were, 
however, resumed in 1920. 

The soda is excavated from the lake by means of a 
re f specially designed for the work. 

e soda works at Kiu on the shore of Lake Magadi 

ec iuipped with two calciners for converting the crude 
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material into soda ash, of which it is estimated that an 
output of 8,000 tons per month could be attained; but 
so far, the production has been much below this amount 
owing to many adverse factors. 

A royalty of 2 s. per ton of crude soda, and of 3Si on 
every ton of soda contained in manufactured soda ex- 
ported, is payable to the Government of Kenya. 

Factories for the conversion of the calcined soda into 
caustic soda, soda crystals and other products have been 
erected at Budge-Budge near Calcutta, India, and at 
Irlam near Manchester, England ; but the latter does not 
appear to have been used so far. Works have also been 
built at Kilindini. 

The quantity of calcined soda, in long tons, exported 
from Kilindini has been as follows : 1916-17. 2,163; 
1917-18, 4,688; 1918-19, 12,007; 1919-20, 10,344; 

iQ2o-2i, 12,829. The destination of the exports in 
1 920-2 1 was as follows : 


iq20-2i. 

United Kingdom ♦ . - • - >891 

India ...♦•••* 3.3 2 9 

South Africa 2 7° 

Tanganyika ...*•■ 4 

Zanzibar 

Norway and Sweden . ♦ ■ • • 4-77 T 

Austria . . • • • .710 

Japan ...•••*■ 2 >474 

China 3 02 

Other countries . . • • • - 47 


Total exported 


12,829 


RESULTS OF THE EXAMINATION OF NIGERIAN 
TIMBERS 

The timbers which are the subject of this report were 
included in a consignment of Nigerian timbers forwar e 
to the Imperial Institute by the Chief Conservator 
Forests in 1918 as the result of an interview wi 

Timbers Committee of the Institute. mmmittee 

At this interview it was arranged that the Con 
would investigate the commercial possibilities 
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Nigerian timbers (other than mahogany) which the Chief 
Conservator suggested would be worth consideration for 
export to the United Kingdom. Representative logs of 
each of the timbers were subsequently received for the 
purpose, together with particulars of the prices at which 
the timbers could be shipped. Two reports on the timbers 
(this Bulletin, 1920, 18 , 199, 202) have been furnished to 
the Government of Nigeria by the Committee, who reached 
the conclusion that five of the timbers would be likely to 
find a market in this country if available for regular 
export in satisfactory quantities and at competitive prices. 
The five timbers in question were : Afara (Terniinalia 
superba); Ekhimi (Piptadenia africana ) ; Okwein (Brachy- 
stegia spicceformis) ; Aligna (Afzelia africana) ; Agba 
( Pterolobium sp.). 

No information as to the physical properties of these 
five timbers appeared to be on record, and it was there- 
fore decided that they should be submitted to mechanical 
and working trials at the Imperial Institute. The results 
of this investigation are given in the present article, 
which also includes the results of the examination of 
two specimens of Iroko ( Chlorophora excelsa) from Nigeria. 

The sizes of the pieces used for the mechanical tests 
on each timber, and the conditions of the tests, are shown 
in the following table : 


A. Transverse bending test . 

B. Compression test along grain 

C. Do. do. 

D. Compression test across grain 
Shearing tests along grain 


Size of test piece. 

Conditions of test. 

inches. 


30 X 2 X 2 

Central loading ; span 


28 in. 

24 X 2 X 2 

Deformation measured 


over length of 20J in. 

8X2X2 

Deformation measured 


over length of in. 

8X2X2 

Area under compression : 


2 X 2 in. 

- 

Area under shear; 2 X 


2 in. 


Afara (Terminaua superba) 

The specimen received for examination consisted of 

ab ° Ut 12 ft- l0ng ’ 15 in ' wide and 2 in - thick > 
' V crack ed in one part but otherwise sound and free 

r °m knots. The grain was moderately coarse, with fibres 
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of medium length. The wood was light greenish-yell 0w 
with greyish-brown pores. 5 

In transverse section the wood was light greenish, 
brown, with numerous pores, seen as pin-holes joined bv 
wavy lines of soft tissue. The rays were almost invisible 
to the naked eye, but with a glass appeared as fine, closely 
distributed straight lines ; the growth rings were indicated 
by colour variations. The pith was roughly circular and 
about | in. in diameter. 

In radial section the wood was light greenish-yellow 
and the pores were seen as long, well-defined, greyish- 
brown grooves. The rays were visible in some lights as 
light -coloured flecks. The pith appeared as a brown 
band bordered by a dark line. 

In tangential section the wood was similar in colour 
to the radial section and the pores were seen as numerous 
well-defined brown grooves. The rays and rings were 
practically invisible. 


Results of Mechanical Tests 


The results of the mechanical tests are summarised in 
the following table : 


Summary of Results of the Mechanical Tests on Afara Wood (Terminalia 
superba) 

A . — Transverse bending test { central loading) : 

Maximum. Minimum. Mian. 


Maximum calculated longi- 
tudinal shear . . tb.jsq. in. 367*5 

Modulus of rupture . ,, 10,230 

Fibre stress at elastic limit „ 7» 8 5° 

Modulus of elasticity , ,, i. 345 .°°° 

Elastic resilience . tnch-lb.jcu. vi. 2*34 

B. — Compression test along the grain (24 *n. 

length specimen ) : 

Crushing strength . . Ib.fsq. in. 6,000 

Fibre strength at elastic limit ,, 5475 

Modulus of elasticity . ,, 1,233,000 

Elastic resilience . inch-lb. feu. in. 10*28 

C. — Compression test along the gram (8 »«. 

length specimen ) .* 

Crushing strength . . Ib.fsq. in. 5,888 

Fibre strength at elastic limit ,, 4.625 

Modulus of elasticity . .. 1,285,000 

Elastic resilience . inch-lb. jcu. in. 7“ 45 

D — Compression test across the gram : 

Load at elastic limit . lb. 4 - 7 °° 

Fibre stress at elastic limit Ib.jsq. in. 1,1 75 


187*5 286-5 

5.225 7 , 9 ® 

4,138 S .229 

1,192,000 1,272,0°° 

0*679 * 7 ° 


5,260 5 , 62 ° 

4,12; 

1,213,000 1,223,000 


5,475 

4 , 5 00 

1 , 100,000 

6*49 


5 , 73 s 

4.567 

1,198,000 

6-87 


4 , 20 ° 

1,050 


4.400 

1,098 
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^-Shearing lists “long the grain : 




Radial — 

Maximum. 

Minimum. 

Mean. 

Maximum 3 load supported 10 . 

4.710 

4.540 

4.640 

Shearing strength . Ib.fsq .in. 

1,178 

I.I 35 

I,l6o 

Tangential — 




Maximum load supported lb. 

6,140 

6,050 

6,100 

Shearing strength . Ib.jsq. in. 

1.535 

1,513 

n52 s 

Specific gravity . • • ■ • 

0*515 

o -454 

0-486 

Weight per cubic foot . • lb. 

32*2 

28-4 

3 ° *4 

Moisture . P* <* ni - 

ii *37 

9-85 

10-29 


Results of Working Tests 

(1) Sawing. — The wood cuts readily with and across 
the grain both by power and hand saws. 

(2) Planing. — A good surface is easily obtainable with 
Jack plane and smoothing plane. 

(3) Boring. — Good clear holes are readily obtained with 
bradawl, gimlet, centre bit and twist drill, but there is a 
slight tendency to split. 

(4) Nailing and Screwing. — Nails and screws can be 
driven in readily, and they hold well through and 
along the grain. The wood has, however, a tendency 
to split. 

(5) Mortising and Dovetailing. — The wood cuts well in 
a mortising machine ; fairly strong joints are obtainable. 

(6) Working with Gouge and Chisel . — The wood can be 
easily worked and is of medium hardness ; it should be 
fairly suitable for carving. 

(7) Turning. — The wood turns fairly well, but the fibres 
tear slightly. As it is liable to split between centres it 
would only be suitable for articles with a minimum 
diameter of 1 in. 

(8) Glueing. — Strong joints are obtainable. 

(9) Polishing and Varnishing . — The wood requires 
filling ; it has a good appearance, is somewhat similar to 
oak, and has a fairly good figure. 

(10) Shrinkage . — Original width of plank 16 J in. ; 
shrinkage after artificial seasoning, in. 

Remarks 

.j. results of the tests show that this Afara wood 

erminalia superba) is of medium hardness and strength, 
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fairly stiff and not unduly brittle. It has fibres 01 
medium length and is slightly cross-grained. This was 
shown in the transverse bending tests, where in each case 
the beam failed by cross-grained tension, whilst the 
manner in which the specimen failed in the shear test also 
indicated the cross-grained character of the wood. 

The wood works well with both machine and hand tools, 
and, except for a tendency to split, should be useful for 
general joinery and building purposes. 


EKHIMI (PlPTADENlA AFRICAN a} 

The specimen received for examination consisted of a 
plank ii ft. 9 in. long, 18 in. wide and 2 in. thick. The 
wood had warped considerably, but was sound and free 
from knots and cracks (except for small “ checks ” at the 
ends). The colour was light to dark brown, according to 
the incidence of the light. The grain, which was inter- 
locked and alternating spiral, showed prominent resin- 
ducts, was smooth and cool to the touch, moderately coarse, 
with fibres of medium length. 

In transverse section the wood was dark brown, with 
numerous fair-sized pores, evenly distributed. The rays 
were seen as numerous fine, light-coloured, parallel 
lines ; the growth rings were well defined, 5 or 6 to 

the inch. , , 

In radial section the wood was light to dark brow) 
according to the alternating spirals of the grain. J 
pores were seen as numerous brown tubes with slig 
resinous contents. The rays appeared as reddish fleet . 
the rings were indicated by changes in the direction 0 
grain and variations in colour. , n 

In tangential section the wood was yellowish- . ’ 

with slightly darker markings indicating the grov* 1 1 
The pores were seen in the same form as 1 m f t o*3 
section, and the rays as numerous thin re ines a 
mm. long. 


Results of Mechanical Tests 
The results of the mechanical tests are summanse * 
the following table : 
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Summary of Results of the Mechanical Tests on Ekhimi Wood 

(Piptadenia africaua) 


K __ Transverse bending test { central loading) 
Maximum calculated longi- 

Maximum. 

Minimum, 

Mean. 

tudinal shear . . Ib.fsq. tn. 

653 

544 

58 s 

Modulus of rupture 

19 , 35 ° 

1 5,280 

16,730 

Fibre stress at elastic limit 

9,720 

9 . 13 ° 

9,400 

Modulus of elasticity 

2,390,000 

i ,91 5,000 

2,144,000 

Elastic resilience . inch-lb. feu. in. 

2-30 

1*89 

2*15 

B— Compression test along the grain (24 in. 
length specimen) : 

Crushing strength . . Ib.fsq. in. 

9 o 6 o 

8,700 

9,060 

Fibre strength at elastic limit ,, 

5,720 

5,625 

5,670 

Modulus of elasticity 

2,273,000 

2,035,000 

2,144,000 

Elastic resilience . inch-lb. feu. in. 

6*57 

6-07 

6*34 

C —Compression test along the grain (8 in 
length specimen) : 

Crushing strength . . Ib.fsq. in. 

10,410 

9,900 

10,160 

Fibre strength at elastic limit ,, 

7,760 

7 , 49 ° 

7,650 

Modulus of elasticity 

2,310,000 

2,130,000 

2,209,000 

Elastic resilience . inck-lb.jcu. in. 

10 *6 1 

10*20 

10-38 

D — Compression test across the grain : 

Load at elastic limit . lb. 

8,500 

8,400 

8,470 

Fibre stress at elastic limit Ib.fsq. in. 

2,104 

2,080 

2 ,OQO 

E, — Shearing tests along the grain : 

Radial- 

Maximum load supported lb. 

8 . 54 ° 

<>,020 

7,380 

Shearing strength . Ib.fsq. in. 

2,204 

1,595 

1,958 

Tangential — 

Maximum load supported lb. 

10,140 

9 . 38 o 

9,764 

Shearing strength . Ib.fsq. in. 

2.535 

2 * 3 S 7 

2,434 

Specific gravity ..... 

°'734 

0*700 

0*718 

Weight per cubic foot . . lb. 

45*9 

43*8 

44 '9 

Moisture .... per cent. 

8*43 

7*37 

7*95 


Results of Working Tests 

(1) Sawing . — Cutting with hand and power saws is 
fairly difficult along and across the grain and the work is 
unpleasant owing to the irritating dust given off. 

( 2 ) Planing . — Fairly good surfaces are obtainable with 
smoothing and Jack plane, but there is a pronounced 
tendency to “ pick up " owing to the very definite alter- 
nating spiral grain. 

(3) Boring. — Bradawl, gimlet, centre bit and twist drill 
give clear holes without splitting. 

(4) Nailing and Screwing . — Nails and screws hold well, 
a n they can be used close to the edge, both across and 
a on & the grain, without splitting. 
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(5) Mortising a>id Dovetailing . — The wood cuts mode 
rately well in the mortising machine and gives excellent 
joints. 

(6) Working with Gouge and Chisel. — The wood cuts 
fairly well but tears when cut against the grain, and is not 
very suitable for carving. 

(7) Turning. — The wood turns readily but roughly 
and has a fair surface when sand-papered. Unpleasant 
dust is given off which causes sneezing. 

(8) Glueing. — Gives weak joints as the wood does not 
absorb the glue. 

(9) Polishing and Varnishing. — Agood finish is obtained. 

(10) Staining . — The wood takes stains moderately w ell. 

(11) Shrinkage . — Original width of plank i8 t t t in.; 
shrinkage after artificial seasoning \ in. 

Remarks 

The results of the tests on “ Ekhimi ” timber (Pip- 
tadenia africana ) indicate that it is a strong, stiff wood of 
moderate toughness and hardness. It has a fairly high 
shear strength and crushing strength (especially across 
the grain in the latter case). 

It is fairly hard to work and like “ Aligna ” (see 
p. 455) has a pronounced tendency to “ pick up ” owing 
to its grain. It also produces an unpleasant irritating 
dust when turned or sawn. 

The wood has a good appearance when polished or 
varnished. It might be used as a substitute for cheap 
mahogany if the weight is not a disadvantage. It should 
be suitable for rough constructional work, doors, sills, etc. 


OKWEIN (BRACHYSTEGIA SPIC£FORMlS) 

The specimen received for examination consisted of 
a plank 12 ft. long, 1 1 in. wide and 2 in. thick, soun zm 
free from cracks and knots. The grain was inter ° C ^_ 
and alternating spiral, smooth to the touc ^ US heart- 
with moderately fine and fairly long fibres. e 
wood was light brown and the sapwood 0 a 111 
yellowish-brown tint. 
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In transverse section the wood was dark brown, with 
numerous well-defined pores, fairly evenly and densely 
distributed. The rays were invisible to the naked eye, 
but with a glass were seen as very numerous, fine, red lines ; 
the rings were well-defined, fine, light lines averaging 14 
to the inch. 

In radial section the wood was light brown, and the 
pores were seen as narrow brown tubes, with slight resinous 
contents in the case of the heartwood. The rays appeared 
as numerous, fine, red flecks ; the rings as indistinct fine 
lilies. 

In tangential section the wood was similar in colour and 
the pores were seen in the same form as in the radial 
section. The rays were visible as fine, red, parallel lines 
about o-2 mm. long, whilst the rings were indicated by 
light wavy bands. 

Results of Mechanical Tests 

The results of the mechanical tests are summarised in 
the following table : 

Summary of Results of the Mechanical Tests on Okwein Wood 
(Brachystegia spicsformis) 


A..— Transverse bending test ( central loading) : 


Maximum calculated longi- 

Maximum . 

Minimum . 

Mtan. 

tudinal shear . . ib.fsq . 

in. 624 

554 

609 

Modulus of rupture . ,, 

17,810 

16,710 

17,260 

Fibre stress at elastic limit „ 

9,890 

9.53° 

9.710 

Modulus of elasticity . ,, 

2,441,000 

2,320,000 

2,380,000 

Elastic resilience . inch-lb. feu. 

in. 2*08 

2-037 

2-06 

— Compression test along the grain (24 

in. 



length specimen ) ; 




Crushing strength . . Ib.jsq, 

in. 9,720 

9, i 5° 

9.435 

Fibre strength at elastic limit 

6,060 

5,890 

5.925 

Modulus of elasticity 

2,614,000 

2,437,ooo 

2,526,000 

Elastic resilience , inch-lb. feu. 

in. 6'08 

6-03 

6 06 

— Compression test along the grain (8 

in. 



length specimen) : 




Crushing strength . . Ib.fsq. 

in. 9,600 

8,910 

9.293 

Fibre strength at elastic limit „ 

6,860 

6,700 

6,783 

Modulus of elasticity 

2,383,000 

2,120,000 

2, 236,000 

Elastic resilience . inch-lb. feu. 

in - 8-55 

774 

8*i 1 

— Compression test across the grain : 




Load at elastic limit . lb. 

6,100 

>.850 

0,000 

Fibre stress at elastic limit Ib.fsq. 

in. 1,532 

1.478 

J.510 
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E . — Shearing tests along the grain ; 


Radial — 


Maximum. 

Minimum. 

Mty), 

646: 

1.6* 

Maximum load supported 

lb. 

6,775 

5,96o 

Shearing strength 
Tangential — 

Ib.jsq. in. 

1,694 

1,490 

Maximum load supported 

lb. 

4,850 

4,l8o 


Shearing strength 

Ib.jsq. in. 

1.547 

I.2I3 

4,5$; 

i,3» 4 

Specific gravity 


0-719 

o-686 

f, ‘/C5 

44 -: 

977 

Weight per cubic foot . 

lb. 

44“9 

42*9 

Moisture .... 

per cent 

10-04 

9-51 


Results of Working Tests 


(1) Sawing . — The wood is fairly difficult to cut with 
hand and power saws. 

(2) Planing . — It is difficult to obtain a good surface 
with Jack and smoothing planes as the wood “ picks up" 
badly. 

(3) Boring . — Clean holes are obtainable with gimlet, 
bradawl, centre bit and twist drill, but the wood shows 
a tendency to split when large-size gimlets and bradawls 
are used. 

(4) Nailing and Screwing . — Nails and screws can be 
driven in readily and they hold well with and through the 
grain, but the wood has a tendency to split. 

(5) Mortising and Dovetailing . — The wood cuts mode- 
rately easily in a mortising machine, and strong joints 
are obtainable. 

(6) Working with Gouge and Chisel . — The wood works 
well and is suitable for carving. 

(7) Turning— It turns fairly well and gives a good 
finish, but the prominent resin ducts are a disadvantage 
if the article is to be polished. 

(8) Glueing.— The wood gives fairly strong glue 

joints. . , 

(9) Polishing. — -The wood requires filling, but it 
a good appearance when polished. 

(10) Varnishing. — It has an excellent appearance w e 
varnished and makes a good mahogany substitute v 


stained. 

(11) Shrinkage . — Original width of planK 
shrinkage after artificial seasoning A i n * 


12 i n - » 
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Remurks 

Okvvein ( Brachystegia spicceformis) is a stiff, fairly 
hard wood, of good strength and of fairly high resistance 
to crushing and shearing. It works well with both 
machine and hand tools, with the exception of planes, 
where its tendency to “ pick up ” is a disadvantage. It 
has an excellent appearance and should make a good 
substitute for mahogany in furniture. It might also be 
useful for some classes of building and constructional work. 

AlIGNA (AfZELIA AFRICAN a) 

The specimen received for examination consisted of 
a plank io ft. 6 in. long, 21 in. wide and 2 in. thick. The 
wood had warped laterally, but was free from cracks and 
showed only one knot. The heartwood was light to dark 
brown (according to the incidence of the light) and the 
sapwood greyish-brown. The grain was interlocked and 
alternating spiral, smooth and cool to the touch and 
moderately long-fibred. 

In transverse section the wood was reddish-brown to 
purple with well-defined pores, densely and evenly dis- 
tributed. The rays were seen as numerous pinkish-grey 
parallel lines ; the rings were well-defined lines, 5 or 6 to 
the inch. 

In rddial section the wood was light yellow when placed 
in one direction to the light, and in the opposite direction 
reddish-brown with light bands. The pores were seen as 
^ell-defined brown tubes with slight resinous contents. 
The rays appeared as long pinkish-grey flecks ; the rings 
were indicated by narrow dark bands. 

In tangential section the wood was light yellowish-brown 
an of lustrous appearance. The pores were seen in the 
vame orrr ) as m the radial section, and the ra}^s as numerous 
^rnute pinkish-grey lines ; the rings were indicated by 
na 10ns in colour and in distribution of the pores. 

Results of Mechanical Tests 

results of th e mechanical tests are summarised in 
me following table : 
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Summary of Results of the Mechanical Tests on 
(Afselia africana) 

A. — Transverse bending test { central loading ) ; 

Maximum calculated Iongi- Maximum. 

tudinal shear . Ib.jsq. in. 662 

Modulus of rupture . , , 18,460 

Fibre stress at elastic limit „ 11,110 

Modulus of elasticity . ,, 2,186,000 

Elastic resilience inck-Ib.jcu. in. 2*92 

B. — Compression test along the grain {24 in. 

length specimen) : 

Crushing strength . . Ib.jsq. in. 9,270 

Fibre strength at elastic limit ,, 5.805 

Modulus of elasticity . ,, 2,220,000 

Elastic resilience . inch-lb. jcu. in. 6-40 

C. — Compression test along the grain (8 in. 

length specimen) : 

Crushing strength . . Ib.jsq. in. 10,870 

Fibre strength at elastic limit ,, 8,440 

Modulus of elasticity ,, 2,640,000 

Elastic resilience . inch-lb. feu. tit. 11*21 

D. — Compression test across the grain : 

Load at elastic limit lb. 5,800 

Fibre stress at elastic limit Ib.jsq. in. 1,760 

E. — Shearing tests along the grain ; 

Radial — 

Maximum .load supported lb. 7,700 

Shearing strength . Ib.jsq. in. 2,214 

Tangential — 

Maximum load supported lb. 9,970 

Shearing strength . Ib.jsq. in. 2,493 


Specific gravity 
Weight per cubic loot 
Moisture 


0724 

lb . 45-3 

percent. 9*15 


AUgna W 90i 


Minium*). 

492 

^►HO 

9,940 

2,120,000 

2*42 


M tJa . 

60 1 
58,000 
W.JJO 

2,1 57,000 


8,700 8,5:? 

5.405 

1,990,000 2,129^6 

6 *°4 6*2; 


9.870 io, 3;j 

7.650 ;///, 

2,0 80 .OOO 2,279000 
10 '63 10-9? 

5,5°o :.i.v 

1 ,680 1 -f 


5.14° 

1,460 i.85: 

8,450 Q/jj: 

2.1*3 

0*671 
41*9 
8-83 


0*697 

43*55 

S-9? 


Results of Working Tests 

(1) Sawing , — Cutting by hand and power saws is mode- 
rately difficult, and the wood is very unpleasant to work 
owing to the dust causing sneezing* 

(2) Planing . — The wood picks up badly with Jack and 
smoothing planes, but a good surface is obtainable when 
planed tangentially to the growth rings. 

{3) Boring . — Clean holes are obtainable with ghn et > 
bradawl, twist drill and centre bit, but the wood is slightly 
tough and difficult to bore by hand. - n 

(4) Nailing and Screwing ,— It is difficult t0 
screws and nails along and through the grain, u 
hold well and the wood has but little tendency to S P 1 
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(5) Mortising and Dovetailing . — The wood cuts with 
difficulty in a mortising machine ; strong joints are 

obtainable. 

(6) Working with Gouge and Chisel, — A good finish is 
obtainable providing care is taken in direction of cutting. 
The wood is suitable for carving. 

(7) Turning . — Turnery is difficult and the tools soon 
become blunted. The irritating dust is a great dis- 
advantage. A fairly good finish is obtainable with sand- 


payci. 

(8) Glueing . — Moderately strong joints are obtained. 

(9) Polishing. — A good finish is obtainable if the wood 
is carefully filled. 

(10) Varnishing. — The wood has a good appearance 
when varnished, similar to white mahogany. 

(11) Shrinkage . — Original width of plank 2 \\ in.; 
shrinkage after artificial seasoning T \ in. 


Remarks 

The results of the tests on “ Aligna ” timber (. Afzelia 
ajricana) show that it is a fairly tough, moderately hard, 
strong and stiff wood. The wood is comparable with oak 
for toughness and hardness, but is considerably stronger 
and stiffer. 

The difficulty of working (e.g. toughness and tendency 
to “ pick up ”) and its irritating dust are disadvantages. 
It should be useful in furniture-making, where a sound 
strong wood is required and as a substitute (when stained) 
for mahogany. It would be suitable for solid doors, stair 
treads and general joinery. 


Agba ( Pterolobium sp .) 

The specimen received for examination consisted of 
a plank about 12 ft. long, 24 in. wide and in. thick, 
slightly cracked and with several small knots, but other- 
wise in sound condition. The grain was of medium 
texture and straight, with fibres of fair length. The wood 
was light yellow, with yellow-orange pores. 

In transverse section the wood was light brown, with 
numerous minute pores, fairly densely distributed. The 



456 BULLETIN OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 

rays were seen as fine, light yellow parallel lines ■ 
growth rings were fairly well defined, 8 or 9 to the in c h ^ 

In radial section the wood was light yellow, and the 
pores were seen as long, narrow, orange-coloured groove- 
with resinous contents. The rays appeared as whitish 
yellow flecks, well defined and numerous ; the rings were 
invisible. 

In tangential section the wood was similar in colour 
and the pores were also seen in the same form as in the 
radial section. The rays were just visible as numerous 
minute lines about 0*3 mm. long, whilst the rings were 
indicated by colour variations. 


Results of Mechanical Tests 
The results of the mechanical tests are summarised in 
the following table : 

Summary of Results of the Mechanical Tests on Agba Wood 
(Pterolobium sp.) 

A . — Transverse bending test ( central loading) : 


Maximum calculated longi- 

Maximum. 

Minimum. 

Mein. 

tudinal shear . ib.fsq. in. 

454'8 

422-5 

437-0 

Modulus of rupture 

12,680 

1 1 ,940 

I2 - 2 7J 

Fibre stress at elastic limit ,, 

8,780 

8,480 

8,63; 

Modulus of elasticity 

1,455,000 

1,379,000 

1,416,000 

Elastic resilience . inch-lb. feu. in. 

2-83 

2-66 

2 *74 

B. — Compression test along the grain (24 in. 
length specimen) : 

Crushing strength . . Ib.fsq. in. 

6,i 50 

5.790 

5.970 

Fibre strength at elastic limit ,, 

4,700 

4>5 8 5 

4.643 

Modulus of elasticity . ,, 

1,510,000 

1,450,000 

1,480,000 

Elastic resilience . inch-lb. feu. in. 

6-i 8 

6-14 

6-i6 

C. — Compression test along the grain (8 in. 
length specimen) : 

Crushing strength . . Ib.fsq. in. 

<5,133 

5 > 7 2 S 

5,969 

Fibre strength at elastic limit ,, 

4.420 

4,3 00 

4,3^7 

Modulus of elasticity . , . 

1,301.000 

1,194,000 

1,242,000 

Elastic resilience inch-lb. (cu. in. 

6-26 

5-76 

6-05 

D. — Compression test across the grain ; 

Load at elastic limit . lb. 

4,280 

3, 8 40 

3 . 99 S 

Fibre stress at elastic limit Ib.fsq. in 

1,064 

955 

993 

E. — Shearing tests along the gram : 

Radial — 

Maximum load supported lb. 

4,36o 

4,220 

4 

1 078 

Shearing strength . Ib.fsq. in. 

Tangential — 

1,090 

i,055 

5,647 

],4 r3 

Maximum load supported lb. 

5,940 

J.3 00 

Shearing strength . Ib.fsq. in. 

i,477 

1,325 

Specific gravity ..... 

o *533 

0-491 

0-509 

31-8 


Weight per cubic foot 
Moisture 


lb. 
per cent. 


33*3 

io*o8 


9*59 
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Results of Working Tests 

(j) Sawing . — The wood cuts easily along and across 
the grain with hand and power saws. 

(2) Planing . — An excellent surface can be obtained, 
but the wood has a slight tendency to pick up with Jack 

plane. 

(3) Boring. — It gives good clear holes with gimlet, 
bradawl, twist drill and centre bit, and shows no tendency 
to split. 

(4) Nailing and Screwing. — It takes nails and screws 
well along and through the grain, without splitting. 

(5) Mortising and Dovetailing. — The wood cuts readily 
in mortising machine, and fairly strong joints are obtain- 
able. 

(6) Working with Gouge and Chisel. — It can be worked 
easily ; the wood is of medium hardness and should be 
fairly good for carving. 

(7) Turning.— It turns well, and has a good appearance 
and finish, but is unsuitable for making small articles on 
account of weakness in thin flanges. 

(8) Glueing. It takes glue well and gives strong joints. 

(9) Polishing and Varnishing.— It has an excellent 
finish when polished or varnished but is too light in colour. 
The wood takes stain well, and has a good appearance 
when darkened and varnished. 

(10) Shrinkage .—- Original width of plank 32 f in. • 
shrinkage after artificial seasoning | in. 


Remarks 

sn Ji? reSU ' tS 0t ' the tests on " A S ba ” timber (. Pterolobium 
?■) now it to be of moderate hardness and strength • 

strenSh *** n0t brittIe ' lt has a S ood crushing 

°rain g h ’ 1S n0t S ° Strong in com P r ession across the 
b rain or in shear. 

has but 7tti d WOr j S WeIi Wlth hand and machine tools, 

Si» mid ,?t“ Cy “ *■>“*• is straight to 

unduly derate y lon g- fi hred, and does not warp or check 

prom^nent Pea TK Ce 1S S °° d ’ but the resin ducts are rather 
• the wood is sometimes called “ White 
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Mahogany/ 1 and when stained it should be suitable 
use a a a cheap substitute for mahogany, to which it ^ 
a marked resemblance. It could be utilised for maki^ 
cheap furniture, for general utility work, and for i 0 Jj 
building purposes where only moderate strength is required 

Iroko Wood (Chlorophora excels a) 

Two specimens of this wood from Nigeria were examined 
for comparison. Sample I was included with the preceding 
timbers in the consignment forwarded by the Conservator 
of Forests in 1918, whilst Sample II was received at the 
Imperial Institute in 1917. 

Sample I . — This specimen consisted of a plank 12 ft 
long, 20 in. wide and 2 in. thick. The wood was light 
greenish-brown (darkening on exposure) and was in sound 
condition, practically uncracked and free from knots. 
The grain was alternating spiral, coarse, open and lustrous. 

In transverse section the wood was greenish-brown, with 
fairly evenly distributed pores visible to the eye. The 
rays were seen as close parallel lines ; the rings as wavy 
grey lines which were not well defined. 

In radial section the wood was of a lighter shade and the 
pores were seen as long brown grooves about 0*4 mm. wide, 
with occasional whitish contents. The rays appeared as 
long, whitish, parallel, wavy flecks, whilst the rings were 
indicated by light and dark brown shades. 

In tangential section the wood was similar in colour to 
the radial section and the pores were seen as long brown 
grooves. The rays were just visible as minute brown 
specks ; the rings were invisible. 

Sample IL — This specimen consisted of a plank 16 ft. 
9 in. long, 9 in. wide and 2 in. thick. The grain was 
generally similar to that of the preceding specimen (No. I), 
but more twisted. The wood was also similar to specimen 
No. I in colour, but showed dark brown patches. 

In transverse section the wood resembled specimen 
No. I in colour and appearance, but showed slightly broa er 
rays and denser distribution of the pores and soft tissue. 

In radial section the wood was similar in colour 
specimen No. I, but showed dark brown patches ; them} 
and rings resembled those of specimen No. I. 
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jn tangential section the wood was similar to specimen 

No. I. 

Results of Mechanical Tests 

The results of the mechanical tests on the two samples 
ar e summarised in the table on next page. 

Results of Working Tests 

Sample No. I gave the following results : 

(1) Sawing. — The wood cuts readily along and across 
the grain both with power and hand saws. 

(2) Planing . — A fairly smooth surface is obtainable 
with Jack plane, but certain regions tend to tear owing to 
the alteration in the direction of the grain. 

(3) Boring . — Good clear holes are obtainable with 
gimlet, bradawl, centre bit and twist drill, but there is a 
slight tendency to split. 

(4) Nailing and Screwing. — Nails and screws can be 
driven in easily and hold well through and along the grain. 
There is a slight tendency to split. 

(5) Mortising and Dovetailing . — The wood cuts readily 
in a mortising machine and strong mortised and dove- 
tailed joints are obtainable. 

(6) Working with Gouge and Chisel. — The wood can be 
worked with facility, but is not very suitable for carving. 

(7) Turning. — The wood turns fairly well, but the 
fibres tear. Tools give a rough finish, but a moderately 
smooth surface is obtained on sand -papering. 

(8) Glueing. — Strong joints arc obtainable. 

(9) Polishing and Varnishing . — The wood requires 
filling, but has good appearance. 

(10) Shrinkage. — Original width of plank 20 J in. ; 
shrinkage after artificial seasoning, nil. 

Sample No. II was harder and more difficult to work 
t an sample No. I, and had a more pronounced tendency 
to " pick up." 


Remarks 

These two specimens of Iroko varied considerably in 
t. The average weight per cubic foot of specimen 
(containing 7-9 p e r cent, of moisture) was 34-9 lb, 

8 
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nd that of specimen No. II (containing 1 1-8 per cent, of 
nioisture) was 4 5*2 lb. The difference in the amounts of 
nioisture present accounts to some extent for this variation 
in weight, but specimen No. II was distinctly harder than 

No. 1 * 

The specimens do not show any marked differences in 
transverse bending strength and compression along the 
grain, but in compression across the grain and shearing 
along the grain No. II gives considerably better results 
than No. I. 

The following table shows the results obtained at the 
Imperial Institute with these specimens of Iroko in com- 
parison with the corresponding figures for two specimens 


examined by the Admiralty and quoted 
on Nigerian Trees and Plants , 1914 : 

in Foster 1 

s Notes 



Specimens tested at the 

Specimens tested by the 



Imperial Institute. 

Admiralty. 



No. I. 

No. II. 


( 2 ) 

Weight per cubic foot, lb. 1 

34*9° 

45'2° 

48*92 

49*02 

Resistance to crushing along 
the grain, lb./sq. in. 

/7,°59 

f. 7,407 

6 , 745 \ 

7,750/ 

8,954 

8,400 

Modulus of rupture, lb./sq. in. 

11,273 

12,620 

33,194 

34,951 

Modulus of J 
elasticity 1 

f Maximum 
Minimum 
[Mean . 

1,55 r,ooo 

1, 125,000 
1.333,900 

1, 40 8,000 'j 

1.201.000 > 

1.297.000 J 

2,052,488 

1,778,823 

Resistance to] 






shearing 
along the 
grain, lb. 

Radial 

Tangential 

1,563 

1,016 

2,1051 
1,695 f 

792 

835 

sq. in. J 







1 No figures are given by Foster for the moisture present in the specimens 
usted by the Admiralty. 


It will be seen from the above comparison that the 
Specimens examined at the Imperial Institute possessed 
slightly less resistance to crushing along the grain and 
gave considerably lower values of modulus of rupture and 
niodulus of elasticity than the specimens tested by the 
Admiralty. On the other hand, the shearing strengths 
0 the Imperial Institute specimens are higher than those 
of the specimens examined by the Admiralty. 

This Iroko wood ( Chlorophora excelsa) is a very useful 
wood of good appearance, suitable for joinery and a 
variety of purposes. It is already well known in the 

ish market, but could be utilised to a greater extent 
than at present. 



& bulletin op the imperial institute 


SERICULTURE IN MESOPOTAMIA 


The silk industry of Mesopotamia (Iraq), which was onc , 
flourishing, but later practically disappeared, i s agaij J 
being fostered by the local Department of Agriculture 
An Officer was specially deputed in 1921 to undergo a 
course of training in sericulture in Kashmir, and cocoons 
reared under his supervision at Baqubah on the river 
Diala in the spring of 1922 were forwarded to the Imperial 
Institute for examination, the results of which are giver, 
in the following pages. 

According to the Administration Report of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture , Iraq, 1921, the silk industry 
started in Mesopotamia in 1 849 when the Turkish Govern- 
ment is reported to have interested itself in the planting 
of mulberry trees. It continued to progress until iB6;, 
when a disease of the silkworms, believed to be flachcm. 


killed the industry and the 44 Bagdad Cocoon ” disappeared 
from the market. In 1881 the work is reported to have 
been restarted by the Ottoman Public Debt Administration 
and schools were opened at various centres in Turkish 


territory. It was not until 1906 that serious attention 
was given to the matter, when two individuals imported 
ten packets of silkworm eggs with good results. Tib 
encouraged local cultivators to plant increasing numbers 
of mulberry trees, and at the outbreak of war in 191411 
is estimated that in certain villages there were enougfl 
trees to feed the worms from about 3,500 oz. of eggs, whilst 
the industry was also well established in other part. 
Before the war, disease-free eggs were imported annua y 
from Broussa and Diyarbakr, but during the war it 
impossible to obtain supplies of such eggs, wit t e re 
that the local eggs became so badly disease » 
growing was no longer profitable. The number of m 1 w > 
trees was greatly reduced during the war, an in 
was estimated that the number then standing 1 ^ 

area was barely 30 per cent, of that in 1914- ^ 

suggested that the Government coul assis on 8 large 
by encouraging the planting of mulberry y\ e De- 

scale along all the newly constructed canals. ^ 
partment of Agriculture is giving this mat 
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^ mulberry seed on a fair scale is being sown on the 

Experimental Farms. 

The cocoons received at the Imperial Institute were 
as follows : 

„ Bulgaria — These were smooth, firm cocoons, of 
oval shape and constricted in the middle. The cocoons 
were white to cream in colour both externally and internally. 
A few were pierced, and about one in three was slightly 
stained or mouldy within. 

“ France ." — These were large, smooth, firm cocoons, 
of oval shape and mostly constricted in the middle. They 
were white to cream-coloured both externally and inter- 
nally* None of the cocoons was pierced, but a few were 
slightly stained or mouldy. 

“ Italy” — These were smooth, firm, oval cocoons, con- 
stricted in the middle. The cocoons were of cream to pale 
pinkish-yellow colour externally and pale pinkish-yellow 
to bright yellow within. A few were slightly stained and 
mouldy, but otherwise the sample was in good condition. 

“ China Golden Yellow! ' — These cocoons were smooth 
and firm, oval to round, pale yellow to golden yellow ex- 
ternally and of a deep cream tint within, A few cocoons 
were pierced, and several were somewhat stained and 
mouldy internally. 

The cocoons were examined in the laboratories of the 
Imperial Institute with the following results : 


“ Bulgaria. M “France” “Italy." “ 


Average weight of cocoons grams 

Percentage of silk in cocoons (i.e. on 
removal of chrysalides and dirt) 
Length of cocoons : 

Maximum . . . .in. 

Minimum | 

Mean 

Breadth of cocoons : 

Maximum .... 
Minimum . 

Mean ’ ** 



per cent. 


°*5 

0-8 

o-G 

o -4 

45 

42 

49 

46 

1-6 

T-S 

i-G 

i -3 

1*0 

1-3 

i-i 

o-q 


17 

i *35 

I-I 

o -9 

i *4 

o -9 

1-0 

0*5 

0-7 

o-6 

o-6 

0-65 

o *95 

°7 

°75 

0-0014 

0-0014 

0 -o( 5 1 3 

0-00 12 

o-ooo 8 

o-ooo 8 

0*0007 

o-ooo 7 

0-00 105 

o-oo 1 15 

0 -00 10 

0-00 10 

0-00055 

0-0006 

0-00055 

0-00055 

0-0003 

0-0003 

o-ooo.’ 5 

0-0003 

0-00043 

0*00045 

0-0004 

0-00045 

97 

9*3 

10-0 

10-0 
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The cocoons were degummed by boiling f 0r n . 
minutes with a i per cent, soap solution, the degummed 
silk being in each case practically white and apparent] 
normal in strength and general properties. The losses in 
degumming, expressed on the raw silk after being f reec j 
from chrysalides, dirt and moisture, were as follows- 



Per cent. 

‘Bulgaria”. . 

. 28-0 

'* France ” . 

. 24-8 

‘Italy” . 

• 30.0 

'* China Golden Yellow " 

• ■ 26*0 


The cocoons were also examined by the Imperial In- 
stitute Advisory Committee on Silk Production, who 
furnished the following observations regarding their 
quality. 

li Bulgaria , M — These are equal to ordinary, average 
Bulgarian cocoons of good quality. 

11 France — These cocoons appear to be a large hybrid 
race, resembling Broussa cocoons in general characters; 
the silk, however, as teased from the cocoons, appears to 
be somewhat brittle. 

“ Italy." — Good, hard cocoons, containing plenty of 
silk. 

“ China Golden Yellow ” — A good quality of cocoon, 
but is of a somewhat “ strong ” colour. 

The Committee stated that the cocoons were on the 
whole of very promising quality, and considered that 
reeling trials would be fully justified. Arrangements were 
therefore made for reeling trials to be carried out in France, 
and the results obtained are given in the following table : 


Silk. Colour. Rendemeol. Average sUc. Winding. 

Denim. Tavelles. 


" Bulgaria ” . White 

“ France ’* . White 

* ' Italy " . Yellow 

“ China Golden 

Yellow ” . Yellow 


3*61 

14*70 

80/90 

375 

16-60 

100 and more 

3*333 

13 * 5 ° 

100 ,, 

3*558 

14*30 

100 ,, »> 


Elasticity. Tenacity. 
Pit cent. Grunt. 

17/21 45 / 6 ° 

18/22 5 °/;° 

18/22 4 °/>° 

18/21 45 l 6 $ 


These results were considered by the Advisory 
mittee, whose observations on them may be summaris 

as follows : t . oc00 ns 

(a) The rendement (or relative quantity 0 c 
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required to produce a unit weight of silk) is quite satis- 

results of the tavelle or winding test (which 
are of special interest to the throwster) are satisfactory, 
particularly as regards the " France/’ “ Italy ” and 
.^China Golden Yellow ” silks. 

(c) The elasticity, especially in the case of the *' Bul- 
garia ” silk, is fairly satisfactory. 

(d) The tenacity of the silks is satisfactory, especially 
in the case of the u France " and “ China Golden Yellow ” 
varieties. 

The reeled silks were of excellent appearance and 
quality, and were moreover reeled in sizes (13*50 to 16*60 
deniers) which approximate to those most commonly 
required by the English silk trade, viz. 13 to 15 deniers. 
They were reported on by the Committee as follows : 

“ Bulgaria .” — A fine bony silk, not so white as the 
" France ” sample but superior in every way to com- 
mercial Broussa silk, 

“ France.” — The very best type of white silk, fully 
equal to Cevennes silk. 

“ Italy ” — A fine silk of very brilliant colour, fully 
equal to the grade known as “ Italian Extra. H 

" China Golden Yellow .” — A fine, bony silk, not so 
lustrous as Italian silk, but probably equal to it for certain 
industrial purposes. 

The Committee considered that the reeled silks, and 
notably the u Bulgaria/ 10 France ’’and 0 Italy ” varieties, 
would be readily saleable in the United Kingdom, and 
valued them at the following prices in London (March, 


1923): 

Silk. Value per lb. 

d. 

"Bulgaria" 37 6 

“France” 40 o 

“ Italy ” 40 o 

“ China Golden Yellow ” . . . . 38 6 


The white silks are specially to be recommended as 
suitable for the United Kingdom market, since this class 
of silk is in wide demand by an important section of the 
English silk trade. 

The results of the examination of these four samples 
0 COcoofl s are very promising, and in the opinion of the 
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Imperial Institute Advisory Committee the 
of sericultural work in Iraq is fully warranted. 


c °ntinuance 


WATTLE BARK FROM CEYLON 
Most of the supplies of the valuable tanning m at - , 
wattle bark, are produced in Natal, smaller quant^’ 
being grown in Kenya and Australia. An enquiry ^ 
been commenced by the Imperial Institute regarding th* 
suitability of other parts of the Empire for wattle grow' & 
and as a result five samples of bark from Ceylon have been 
received for examination. The ordinary black wattle 
( Acacia decurrens var. mollissima ) was introduced mto 
Ceylon over thirty years ago and cultivated at the Hakgala 
Botanic Gardens. Some years later an attempt was 
made to grow the plant for commercial purposes, but the 
margin of profit at that time apparently was not sufficient 
to justify large-scale operations. The tree is at present 
used in Ceylon as a windbreak and for green manuring 
on certain tea estates, so that it would appear that there 
should be no difficulty in cultivating it as a source of 
tanning bark. 

The barks received from Ceylon, which had been 
obtained from trees growing at Hakgala, were as follows: 

A. Acacia dealbata. — Age of tree 6 years jl months, 
This material consisted mainly of quills of fibrous bark, 
i to 1 1 in. long and £ to A in. in thickness, together with 
a fair quantity of quills of twig bark, i£ to 3 in. long and 
up to iV in. thick. The outer surface of the bark was 
fairly smooth and light greyish-brown, the inner side 
being reddish-brown. 

B. Acacia decurrens. — Age of tree years. This 
material consisted of pieces and quills of fibrous bark, 
£ to 2 in, long and X V to r V in. thick, with a fair number of 
quills of twig bark 2 to 3 in. long and up to yV in. thick. 
The bark was rather rough and dark greyish-brown ex- 
ternally, and dark brown on the inner surface. 

C. Acacia decurrens. — Age unknown. This sample waa 
composed of pieces of fibrous bark l to 3 in. long, and J 
to £ in. thick. The bark was rough and greyish-brown 
externally and reddish-brown on the inner surface. 
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D. Acacia mollissima . — Age of tree 9 years 11 months. 
This material consisted of pieces and quills of very fibrous 
bark, 1 to 3 in. long and up to J in. in thickness, rather 
ro u< T h and greyish-brown outside and brownish-red on the 
inner surface. 

E. Acacia mollissima. — Age of tree 7 years 9 months. 
This material consisted of quills of fibrous bark 1 to 2 in. 
long and T V to iV in. in thickness, together with a slight 
amount of twig bark in the form of quills 1 £ to 3 in. long 
and up to jt in. thick. The outer surface of the bark was 
fairly smooth and of a greyish- brown tint, whilst the inner 
surface was reddish-brown. 

The samples were analysed with the following results : 



A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Moisture . ■ • P&* cent. 

io -5 

II-O 

1 1 -1 

io -8 

10*7 

Insoluble matter . „ „ 

5 7*o 

5°'S 

47*6 

53*6 

45-6 

Extractive matter (non-tannin) ,, ,, 

9*3 

7-i 

7*7 

8 -i 

io -3 

Tannin . . • • 

23-2 

3**4 

33*6 

27*5 

33*4 

Ash . . • • .... 

2*6 

2*6 

2-5 

2*1 

2*2 

Tintometer \ red . 

8*3 

4-6 

5*6 

6-9 

4*5 

readings /yellow . 

14-3 

7*3 

7*5 

n *7 

6*2 


The barks furnished with calf skin pale pinkish-buff 
leathers of good quality which were similar to one another 
in character, being soft, plump and of firm texture, and 
showing the usual characteristics of wattle-tanned leather. 
The leathers produced by Samples A, C and E were about 
equal in quality and were slightly superior to those yielded 
by Samples B and D. In tannin percentage Cand E were 
the best, whilst A contained the lowest amount. 

The results of the examination of these barks show 
that with the exception of Sample A they were of similar 
quality to ordinary commercial black wattle bark from 
Natal, the price of which is £9 to £10 per ton (chopped) 
in the United Kingdom (June 5923). 

The wattle bark of commerce, which is derived chiefly 
from, the black wattle ( Acacia decurrens var. mollissima) 
and also to a small extent from the golden wattle ( Acacia 
pycnantka ), contains from 25 to 45 per cent, of tannin, 
with an average of about 31 per cent. All but one of the 
present samples contained over 27 per cent, of tannin, and 
consignments of bark of similar quality should therefore 
he readily saleable in the United Kingdom. The bark 
of A. dealbata (silver wattle) (Sample A), although not 
8 * 
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rich enough in tannin to be worth exporting, i s 0 f i n t 
as the quantity of tannin it contains is much h u 
than the normal amount recorded for A. dealbata 
is only 12 to i 8 per cent. 


COFFEE CULTIVATION IN TANGANYIKA 

Coffee is grown in Tanganyika both by Europeans on 
plantations and by the natives, the principal coffee lands 
being in the Moschi district, on the slopes of Kilimanjaro 
and in Bukoba. The area planted in 191,2-13, apart from 
native coffee, was 12,008 acres, and in 1912 the exports 
amounted to 1,544 tons. The industry has revived since 
the war, and in 1921 3,828 tons, valued at £64,200, were 
exported. 

Four samples of coffee from Bukoba were forwarded 
to the Imperial Institute by the Director of Agriculture 
in 1922, and the results of their examination are as 
follows : 

I. “ Guatemala Coffee — Unhulled Bum A — This con- 
sisted of coffee in cherry. The cherries were very dark 
brown, whilst the enclosed beans were covered with a 
fairly loosely adhering, light brown seed-coat and were 
grey and translucent. A few pea-berries were present. 
The percentage of beans in the cherries was 58*6. The 
average weight of the cherries was 0*38 gram and of the 
beans 0*15 gram, 

II. “ Guatemala Coffee— Hulled Buni . n — This con- 
sisted of ungraded beans of irregular shape, covered with 
a tightly adhering, very light brown seed-coat. The 
beans, which were somewhat larger than those of No. I, 
were cream-coloured and mostly opaque, but a number 
of grey translucent beans were also present. The sample 
contained some broken beans and pea-berries. The 
average weight of the beans was 0*14 gram. 

III. " Robusta Coffee— Unhalkd BuniA — This con- 
sisted of coffee in the cherry. The cherries were ^ry 
dark reddish-brown in colour and had suffered consi er^ 
ably from insect attack. The beans, which were co^re 
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with a tightly adhering, brown seed-coat, were very small, 
rev and translucent, and on the whole of fair appearance, 
although a number were black, shrivelled and poorly 
developed. Some pea-berries were present. The per- 
centage of beans in the cherries was 59 per cent. The 
average weight of the cherries was 0-3 gram and of the 
beans 0*12 gram. 

IV. '* Robusia Coffee — Hulled Bunt”— This consisted 
of small ungraded beans of irregular shape, covered with 
a tightly adhering, brown seed-coat. The beans were 
cream-coloured and opaque, and a large number of them 
were broken. A few pea-berries were present. The 
average weight of the beans was o-i 1 gram. 

Samples Nos. I and III were husked at the Imperial 
Institute, and all the coffees were then submitted to 
merchants in London, who reported that both varieties 
would be suitable for the United Kingdom market and 
valued them approximately at the following prices, 
i. e . for husked beans on ordinary London landed market 
conditions : 

Sample. Price per cwt. 

I 75 s * 

II 72s. to 73s. 

III . . . 64s. to 65s. 

IV 635. 

It will be seen that the two coffees husked at the 
Imperial Institute were valued at somewhat higher prices 
than those husked in Tanganyika Territory. 

The merchants stated that these varieties of coffee 
should not be shipped in the cherry, but should be husked 
in the country of origin. They considered that these 
coffees, particularly the Robusta variety, might also find 
a market in France, Holland, Belgium and possibly Ger- 
many, but stated that in such cases they should be shipped 
direct and not sent to London. 

From the foregoing results it will be seen that there 
should be no difficulty in selling consignments of these 
coffees at satisfactory prices, but that they should be husked 
before shipment. 
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THE COOK ISLANDS AND THEIR RESOURCES 


The Cook Islands lie in the Southern Pacific, to the south- 
west of the Society Islands. Rarotonga, the most im- 
portant island in the group, is 1,638 miles north-east of 
Auckland, New Zealand. Most of the islands were dis- 
covered by Captain Cook in 1 777 on second voyage 
to the South Seas. They were declared to be under 
British protection in 1888, and in 1901, together with 
various scattered islands farther north, they became part 
of the Dominion of New Zealand. The Cook Islands 
proper comprise Rarotonga, Mangaia, Atiu, Mauke, Mitiaro, 
Aitutaki, Takutea and Manuae. The other islands in- 
cluded under the administration, usually spoken of as the 
Northern Islands, are Palmerston, Suwarrow, Manihiki, 
Rakahanga, Pukapuka, Nassau, and Penrhyn. Niue, at 
one time included in the group, was placed under a separate 
administration within the Dominion in 1903. The seat 
of government of the Cook Islands (including the Northern 
Islands) is at Avarua in Rarotonga. 

The area of the different islands, the population, 
according to the 1921 Census, and the distance of each 
from Rarotonga, are as follows : 


Rarotonga 
Mangaia . 
Atiu 

Mauke . 
Mitiaro . 
Aitutaki . 
Takutea . 
MaLuae . 
Palmerston 
Suwarrow 
Manihiki 
Rakahanga 
Nassau . 
Pukapuka 
Penrhyn 


Area. 

Sf. milts. 
20 

22 

6 

7 

k 

2 j 

2 

2 

§ 

2 

. 3 


Distance 

population. from 
Rarotonga. 
Mito. 


3 - 5 ° 3 

— 

1,230 

no 

837 

120 

57 ® 

151 

207 

142 

1,373 

140 

* 

120 

nil 

120 

83 

277 

nil 

525 

432 

650 

3 10 

670 

* 

6 90 

53 ° 

720 

37 6 

740 


* Census figures not issued. 
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The chief products of the islands are copra and coco- 
nuts, bananas, oranges, tomatoes, pineapples, coffee and 
pearl-shell. Most of the trade is carried on with New 
Zealand. The quantity and value of the chief exports in 
I9 i3 and in 1919-21 were as follows : 



; 1913- 

1919- 

1920. 

1921. 


1 Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. ^ 

Value. 

I Quantity. 

Vaiue. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Copra • tons 
Coconuts 

: 1,429 

£ 

33,679 

2,145 1 

£ 

45,235 

1,002 ! 

£ 

27,308 

803 

( 

11,841 

578,600! 1 

2,893 

2.7802 

1,490 

5,2872 

z ,599 

2 , 593 s 

645 

Uaiianas cases 
bunches 

105,237 1 

1,784 > 

35,700 

31,494 4 ^ 

18,300 

25,944 4 

12,859 

52,388 4 

21,680 

Oranges cases 

107,728 1 

16,852 

70,087 

36,030 

109,480 

36,490 

57,169 

22,343 

Tori iatocs cases 

— 

— 

19,473 

9,820 

— 

11,127 

34,457 

11 ,169 

Pineapples cases 

2,329 

270 

1,057 

580 

928 

360 

2,062 

76a 

361 

Coffee . tans 

*5 

970 

20 

1,400 


448 

608 

Pearl-shell tans 

91 

8,280 

162 

14,480 

30 

2,400 


j — 


t Number . 2 Sacks . 3 Cases and sacks . ‘ 


Other products exported in small quantities from 
time to time include lemons, limes, mandarins, mangoes, 
cucumbers, kumaras (sweet potatoes) and taro ( Colocasia 
antiquorum), arrowroot, vanilla, and lime-juice. The 
exports of the last-named product amounted to 7,230 
gallons in 1906, but the output fell to 420 gallons in 1919, 
whilst none was exported in 1921. Candle-nuts were at 
one time shipped, 45 tons being exported in 1910 ; but 
the trade ceased because the natives considered that the 
price paid was too small when the labour of gathering and 
shelling the nuts was taken into account. Candle-nuts 
from the Cook Islands have been examined at the Imperial 
Institute (see this Bulletin, 1920, 18 , 25) and the 
Dominion Government have been furnished with a descrip- 
tion of the methods successfully practised in other parts 
of the world for shelling the nuts with the minimum of 
labour. 

The total value of the exports and imports in 1913 
and in each of the years 1917-21, together with the pro- 
portion of the trade carried on with the different countries, 
expressed as a percentage of the total value, are shown 
in the following tables : 
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Exports 



1913- 

1917. 

291S. 

1919. 

1920. 


Total value 

j£io9,g26 

60,190 

82,708 

127,729 

94,697 

> 9 ji. 

Countries of des- 






6 9 . 36 i 

tination : 

Percent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per ttni. 

854 

New Zealand 
United Kingdom 

6l*I 

25'3 

67*3 

51*9 

53*3 

7*° 

68-9 

2-6 

United States . 

13-3 

28-3 

4 J *5 

39*7 

26-6 


Tahiti 

o-3 

4*4 

6-6 

— 

I “9 

9'9 

47 


Imports 



1913. 

1917. 

1918. 

*919. 

1920. 


Total value .,£110,283 

80,061 

99,632 

1 42 ,925 

177,911 


Countries of origin : 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cmt. 

New Zealand 

75*3 

77*4 

7 I-I 

64’3 

67-1 

86-i 

United Kingdom 

9-0 

47 

8-5 

10*9 

5'2 

2>6 

United States . 

9*° 

13*8 

15*4 

19*3 

24*6 

8-3 

Tahiti 

2-9 

i *4 

2’5 

27 

2*2 

2 '5 

Other countries 

3*8 

27 

2-5 

2-8 

0*9 

o*5 


A report on the Cook Islands was made recently by 
Dr. R. S. Trotter to the New Zealand Government, a 
copy of which has been kindly furnished to the Imperial 
Institute by Sir James Allen, K.C.B., High Commissioner 
for the Dominion. The following information relating to 
the separate islands is taken from this report. 


Rarotonga 


Approached from the sea Rarotonga is one of the 
most beautiful islands in the south-eastern Pacific. Its 
rugged volcanic hills stand out boldly against the skyline 
on a clear day, and are clothed in verdure to their summits 
except where bold crops of rock and precipices show their 
grey faces. These hills are all climbable, and good views 
can be had from their summits and during the ascent. 

Between the hills and the sea-shore on the lowland, 
which apparently was at one time lagoon, coconuts and 
other tropical trees may be seen. There is a road around 
the island some 20-odd miles in circuit, which makes a 
pleasant drive, and gives one an opportunity of seeing 
the various villages and the general aspect of the local 


flora. . 1 

The island is surrounded by a protecting cora r 
There are two small harbours at the main se ^ eir f ’ 
Avarua, in which the trading schooners anchor an v\ 
they can remain safely except when strong nor 
weather prevails. There is another small harbour t 
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t side at Ngatangiia, which in former times was an 
C nchorage for schooners and whence the Maoris are reputed 
to have sailed when they went to discover New Zealand. 
This anchorage appears at present to have become con- 
siderably silted up, but could be made into a good harbour 
if sufficient money were spent on it. Small boat passages 
are found at various parts of the reef all round the island 
where streams come down from the hills, but these are 
seldom used except for purposes of fishing. 

At and about the settlements of Ngatangiia, Muri, 
Titikaveka, and Arorangi the water of the lagoon is fairly 
deep in places, at all stages of the tide and in all weathers. 
Considerable numbers of fish are caught in these parts 
by netting, poisoning, spearing, etc. Line fishing and 
trolling are only moderately successful as a rule outside 
the reef, but nearly all fish caught are edible. Shell fish 
of various kinds are found on the reef and in the lagoon, 
from crayfish to whelks . Good oysters could be cultivated . 
In the fresh- water streams shrimps are found, and eels of 
fair size are obtained from some of the swamps. 

Rarotonga, from April or May until September or 
October, would make an ideal winter resort for New 
Zealand residents, as, during these months, the tempera- 
ture is rarely high during the day and the nights are 
generally cool. Each settlement has a separate fresh- 
water supply laid on in pipes, but until reservoirs and 
filter-beds are constructed the condition of the water 
supply would not attract visitors of the most suitable class. 
Further, at the present time, the accommodation for 
visitors is poor. Apart from the “ Whare Manuhiri n 
(Government owned) which is badly arranged for the 
comfort of visitors, there is only one European boarding 
house where a very limited number of people are ac- 
commodated. There are two other houses where visitors 
can stay in Avarua, but, under present arrangements, 
they are not suitable for family parties. Native houses in 
various parts can sometimes be rented for a season. 

The chief crops produced on the island for export are 
coconuts and copra, oranges, bananas and tomatoes ; but 
nearly all tropical and sub-tropical fruits can be cultivated, 
as well as several varieties of vegetables. Early potatoes 
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can be grown on some parts of the island. Yams, taro 
( Colocasia ), dry taro, fei and uatu (mountain bananas' 
Musa Fehi ), breadfruit, kumara (sweet potatoes), tapioca’ 
arrowroot ( Tacca sp.) and paw-paw ( Carica Papaya) are 
the chief native foods produced. Sugar-cane and cotton 
grow well on the island, but the amount of land available 
for these crops is limited. Maize and ground nuts also 
do well, but are very liable to attack by rats. Rice could 
be grown in the swamps and Sisal hemp on waste lands, 
Vanilla grows freely, but is not cultivated. There are 
several trees, notably the oronga (possibly Pipt unis 
velutinus), from the bark of which good cord can be made. 

Labour is neither cheap nor very satisfactory, and the 
amount of land available for European settlement is very 
limited, whilst the system of tenure is unsatisfactory 
from a would-be settler’s point of view. No one should 
go to the island with the idea of making a fortune out of 
planting or any other land industry, although something 
might be done in market gardening or poultry farming ; 
but many people with limited private means could con- 
trive to eke out a fairly comfortable existence in a climate 
which, on the east and south-east sides of the island, is 
never really a trying one. Phthisical people, however, 
should avoid the island, as such cases are apt to become 


rapidly worse there. 

The rainfall is not excessive, but the humidity is 
great. The temperature, even in the hot season, December, 
January and February, seldom exceeds 92 F. In the 
cool season, May to September, the day temperature is 
often about 75 °, and the night temperature rarely falls 
below 6o°. The general variations are not great. 

Clothing suitable for the climate can be bought loca ly } 
but at the present time is very dear. Cholera ets, 
cummerbunds, and such things are not necessary, u 
people should provide themselves with mosqui 0 n , 
and mosquito boots reaching nearly to the knee are „ 
handy for verandah wear in the evenings. ^ 

The prices of commodities at the stores are no 
average much higher than those in New Zealan . ^ 

Frozen meat, butter, fruits and vegeta es ^ 
bought at moderate prices at the Governmen 



THE COOK ISLANDS AND THEIR RESOURCES 475 

and cattle of fair quality are sometimes killed on the 
^and when the freezer supply of meat fails. Sheep 
can be kept from the departure of one steamer until the 
arrival of another, but they do not do well if kept long 
on the island ; pigs and fowls abound, but high prices 
are charged for the latter. 

The sale of liquor is under 41 State Control ” so far as 
whites are concerned, and can be bought only at the bonded 
store. Importation by the individual is forbidden, the 
only person having authority to import being the Resident 
Commissioner. Prohibition exists for the natives, and it 
is an offence to supply a native with liquor ; the result 
of this is a considerable amount of illicit traffic, particularly 
in “ bush beer,” and considerable drunkenness occurs. 
For medical purposes a native can be supplied with 
liquor from the bonded store on a permit from one of the 
medical officers. 

There is a small Government hospital on the island, a 
post office and savings bank, but no quarantine buildings, 
isolation or infectious diseases hospital. 

There is a wireless station from which messages can 
be sent to or received from New Zealand, Tahiti, United 
States and other places. 

There is direct steamer communication with New 
Zealand and Australia, Tahiti and United States. The 
voyage to New Zealand occupies from five to six days, 
according to the route taken. Fares and freights arc high. 

Communication betvreen Rarotonga and the other islands 
is mostly by trading schooner, but most of the group 
islands can be reached from time to time by a monthly 
steamer which calls at one or two of these islands on each 
trip. These communications are, however, infrequent 
and irregular, and a time-table of excursions for visitors 
is not possible. Some of the trips to the outer islands are 
pleasant, but others are the reverse. Landing on all the 
outer islands, except Penrhyn and Suwarrow, is at times 
difficult and dangerous. 

The Maoris are by nature a kindly, courteous and 
hospitable people, and are affable towards visitors ; but 
those who think them unsophisticated are liable to make 
grave mistakes. 
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If visitors or residents do not expect too much ' 
regard to the amenities of civilised life they can have 
fairly good time in Rarotonga, and if they have any 
inclination towards botany or zoology there is much on 
the island to interest them, and visits to the Govern- 
ment Experimental Farm may be of both interest 
and profit. 

Mangaia 

This is the southernmost island of the group and 
from a white man’s point of view probably has the best 
climate. It lies a little over a degree within the tropical 
belt. The geological formation is rather interesting, h 
the centre of the island are low round-topped hills 
evidently of volcanic origin ; the valleys between them 
usually terminate in large swamps. One of these swamps 
ends in a small lake which has its exit in the makatea and 
thence the water probably finds its way through caves 
to the sea as a small underground stream. As a barrier 
to these swamps and a block to their further extension 
and to the spreading of the valleys is a cliff of coral lime- 
stone locally known as the makatea. This huge barrier 
makes a complete circuit of the island, and in some places 
attains a height of between 200 and 300 feet, whilst its 
breadth may vary from a few hundred yards to nearly a 
mile. Over part of its area the makatea is bare rock 
tapering down in a gentle slope into myriads of out- 
standing pinnacles so sharp in many places and so irregu- 
larly pointed as to prove an almost insurmountable barrier 
for foot travellers not shod with some impenetrable 
material. Ordinary boots are cut to pieces in attempts 
to traverse this picturesque although uninviting range 0 
jagged edges. 

The whole formation is honeycombed with caves, man} 
of which are large, long, irregular and many-branc e . 
There are beautiful stalagmitic and stalactitic deposi s 
within them, and several of them have been use 
former days as burial-places. , y 

A great part of the makatea is covered by ^ ^ 
in which very fine kumaras are grown. At eas ^ 
varieties of this tuber have been noted, one 0 



the COOK ISLANDS AND THEIR RESOURCES 477 

particularly fine and has not the sweet taste which is 
objectionable to some people. 

Ivirua and Tamarua, the two outlying settlements, 
are situated on the top of the makatea and a considerable 
part of the main settlement of Onerea also. From the 
lower settlement of Onerea, steps of coral limestone lead 
up the makatea to the upper settlement in several places, 
and there are descending steps on the other side to the 
swamps and valley land. Up and down these steps the 
produce of the island is frequently transported on the 
backs of ponies, and it is interesting to watch the animals 
picking their zig-zag way up and down. They seldom 
make a false step, and are quite as sure-footed at this work 
as the average mule. 

Coffee is grown both on the top of the makatea and 
on the valley land inside, but the finest noted, which 
seemed to be of the Arabian variety, was on some of the 
fine black loam at the inner base of the makatea. Although 
poorly cultivated, and in some places not cultivated at all, 
this coffee, if kept until well matured, is of fine quality, 
and could compete successfully with many coffees on the 
market. 

Various kinds of taro are grown in the swamps, whilst 
yams and other native foods grow well in most parts of 
the island. The limes are of good quality. As in most 
of the islands of the group, the guava has become a perfect 
nuisance, and requires more labour than is available for 
its eradication. Its habit of spreading broadcast over 
the best land is unfortunate for the islanders. The 
oranges of the island are of good quality, being luscious 
and juicy when fresh. Most tropical and sub-tropical 
fruits grow freely and many more than are already on 
the island could be grown ; there is, however, no incentive 
to such enterprise. 

Between the makatea and the sea is a belt of more or 
less sandy and rockstrewn soil with pockets of phosphatic 
earth here and there (not commercially valuable) on which 
the best coconut trees are found. 

There is a considerable variety of trees on the island, 
hut most of the best and most useful have been cut down. 
On the hills, which are mostly bare, but for ferns and 
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scattered iron-woods (toa, Casuarina equi$etifoli a ) ^ • 
be possible to grow pines, such as Pinus insignis 
in time would provide timber for making oran^e-ca- 
and so save the island from importing wood for the 
pose. A serious difficulty in the way of successful afforest a' 
tion is the inveterate carelessness of the native in r & a 
to fire, whole clumps of beautiful iron-woods having been 
burnt out. 

There are no harbours on the island, and the passa^' 
through the reef are far from good. At the main settle* 
ment, where most of the produce is shipped, the passa^ 
is often impossible, and canoes have at such times to <*o 
over the reef. In rough weather capsizing is frequent 
and the work uncommonly arduous, at times danger^ 
and often much delayed. Canoes sometimes have to wait 
for two hours before being able to get over the reef 
This entails much work, too, as whilst waiting they have 
to be held in the surf on the shore side of the reef by some- 
times as many as eight men. Shipping under such 
circumstances is trying to everybody and most unsatis- 
factory. 

A secondary makatea formation girdles the island 
along the shore, with breaks here and there, and is evidently 
of more recent upheaval than the inner and larger makatea. 
It is covered in most places by ngangia, a sort of ti-tree 


( Cordyline sp.), one variety of which has a white flower 
and the other a yellow one. The wood makes a good fuel, 
and is much in request by the schooners for use in the 
galleys. It furnishes the best pointed spike for husking 
coconuts, and would make a beautiful wood for picture- 
frames, rules, etc. One can occasionally find a stick of it 
with a natural straight head, and if properly prepared 
makes a very fine walking-stick, of grey and black colora- 
tion with yellow and red patches whence the small branches 


have been cut off. 

One of the most interesting articles to be obtained in 
Mangaia is the reru used for pounding tapioca, co ee, 
etc. The reru is made from the stalagmites found in t c 
caves, from a certain kind of coral rock found inan ^ 
from basaltic rock, etc., and varies in colour and niar ^^ 
according to the variety of rock from which it is ina 
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Some are pure white, others black, others again reddish, 
whilst one may find all sorts of rerus with stripings of all 
ordinary rock colours. Some are close grained, others 
more crystalline, but all show an artistic finish, particularly 
those of ancient date, which reflects great credit on the 
skill and taste of the makers. 

If the means of communication with the island were 
better, New Zealand people could spend a profitable 
vacation there. Those fond of traditional lore could get 
ample material to satisfy them. It is a most interesting 
island and the people are well worthy of study. Their 
language very clearly approximates to that of the New 
Zealand Maori and does not appear to be so much corrupted 
as that of the Rarotongan. 

The water supply of the villages is poor and is mostly 
dependent on the Government tanks. 

Atiu 

Like most islands of the group, Atiu appears to be of 
volcanic origin. The centre of the island is made up of 
rounded and flat-topped hills, the latter having the general 
appearance of a plateau. The five settlements are on 
this flat land, which consists of red volcanic soil, and are 
all within short distances of each other. They are about 
400 feet above sea level, and sometimes in the cool season 
when the wind is howling up the valleys one is glad of an 
overcoat. 

The isle is girt by makatea and protected by a coral 
reef in which there are a few very small passages but no 
really good ones. Captain Cook landed by one of these. 

There are fine valleys of fertile soil running down 
from the hills, and in most of the cuts in the hills are 
springs of good water. At three of these springs adjacent 
to the settlements the Government has put in concrete 
retaining walls for reservoirs and washing places for the 
people. The late Mr. Connal took a great interest in this 
"°rk> which has been much appreciated and has been a 
great boon to the people, more particularly to the women 
0 j who formerly had often to sit among the red mud 
at e< % es of the pools whilst doing their washing. This 
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red mud stains the white clothing like iron marks if 
washed out at once. not 

At the lower end of the valleys are extensive swa 
in which taro is grown, and there is one small lake^ 
which large eels are caught. Between the hills a n 
makatea proper are many patches of fertile land 
which almost any tropical fruit or food can be grown 
Some of the swamps would make good rice fields. 

The black oranges of Atiu are perhaps the best flavoured 
in the group. Excellent coffee is grown on the island 

There is a considerable extent of irregular makatea 
inland from the makatea proper, in which are numerous 
patches of rich soil on which coconuts, oranges, limes, etc 
are grown. Grenadillas thrive excellently over much of 
this area and so rich is the soil that many of the vines 
climb up to the tops of trees sixty feet in height. 

Paw-paws grow well in these parts of the island and 
are very useful as food for the numerous pigs which are 
kept there. At one time goats were abundant, but the 
dogs have killed most of them. Now that there are no 
bitches on Atiu, and the Island Council has forbidden 
the importation of dogs, it is to be hoped that the 
few remaining will soon die out — probably in five or 
six years — and the island will be free from these mongrel 
pests. 

There are some very fine caves on the island ; some 
are quite easy of access and easily explored. It is always 
desirable, however, to have a guide, as in some of them 
it is easy to get lost. 

The possibilities of development of this island are con- 
siderable, as there is a fair amount of good land not yet 


planted. 

It might be advisable to try Eucalyptus rubra on t e 
hill-sides and plateau, as timber for box making would e 

useful to the islanders. . , 

At the usual place for shipping fruit and landing oo 
the work is hard and two men have to be always on an^ 
to hold on to the boat at the edge of the ree . 
Government has blasted away the makatea here an 
a place where the natives can get their boats an ^ ^ 
to the water much more easily than in former ye 
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, ha d to be dragged up and down the makatea. Some 
sort of trolley-way from the land to the reef edge would 
be a great advantage to this island to facilitate the shipping 

When it is impossible on account of heavy seas to 
land or ship cargo at this place, shipping can usually be 
done from one or other of two localities farther round the 
island, and in both these places the makatea has been 
blasted to facilitate the landing and shipping of goods and 
produce. The road, too, has been so improved to one of 
these landings that motor wagons and carts can now 
readily get there. 

The Atiuans worked hard and w r ell when these improve- 
ments were being carried out, and also when the new 
water tanks and bathing and washing places were being 
made. Practically the whole of the materials for the 
latter had to be carried from the beach to the settlements, 
a distance on an average of between 2 and 3 miles. 

There is a very fair road from the usual landing place 
to the settlements, and there are numerous tracks leading 
to the plantations, the taro swamps, and the fishing places. 
On some of these tracks over the makatea formation the 
travelling is very rough. 

There is a considerable amount of good timber on the 
island ; tou [Cordia sp.), tamavu ( Calophyllum inophyllum ) , 
iron-wood, etc., and at one time there must have been 
many very large tamavu trees as the large blocks of that 
wood opposite one of the houses testify. 

Here, too, and in several other parts of the island, 
places are marked out and bordered by huge stalactites 
which have been carried or dragged from the caves. Some 
of these blocks of stone are from 10 to 12 feet in length 
and a foot in thickness. 

The Atiuans seem to have been a fighting race, and 
m any of the finest recruits to the New Zealand forces 
during the period of the war came from this island. In 
fact at that time it was difficult to persuade any of the 
men and boys not to go, but to stay and work the planta- 
tions. Those one had to reject were very keenly dis- 
a Ppointed, and some even swam out to the ship after 
the numbers were made up, in their effort to get away. 
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There is a sort of fortalice near Namaru’s palace 
is an interesting reminder of former fighting days ' Cl 

The Atmans are, like other islanders, hospitable 
strangers, who are always very kindly treated on 
island. 

Mauke 

This is a low-lying island compared with Raroton a 
Mangaia and Atiu, but is of similar geological formation 
to the last two. As in Atiu and Mangaia, there is no 
lagoon proper, but simply the more or less narrow strip of 
comparatively shallow water between the reef and the 
makatea which surrounds the island. Inland towards 
the centre of the island is the rising ground of red volcanic 
soil, between which and the makatea is a certain amount 
of swamp area. There are no valleys proper on Mauke 
the land mostly sloping down gently from the raised 
centre towards the lower makatea. 

There is a considerable area of unplanted land on this 
island, and the people seem to be less energetic than in 
Mangaia and Atiu, probably on account, to some extent 
at least, of having been freed from the dominion of their 
overlords of Atiu, and not having yet become quite used 
to the responsibilities of independence. 

Although the proportion of good land on this island 
is considerable, there is a comparatively greater area of 
more or less barren land. 

The oranges produced are of good quality and the 
climate being fairly dry a considerable number of bunches 
of sun-dried bananas are made. A fair inter-isiand 
trade is done in them, but there is no export to New 
Zealand. The people are skilful in the preparation of 
these dried bananas, or pieri, and the quality is good. 
The usual native foods are grown, and the supply is 
ample. 

One of the two settlements in Mauke is situated near 
the shore and the other inland. The former is fairly we 
kept and has a certain air of tidiness about it, ut 
latter has an unkempt appearance, r ihe roa ^ 
from the one settlement to the other is fairly goo , ^ 

short distance beyond the settlements the roa s 
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mere tracks. The passage in the reef at the settlement 
is not a good one. 

There are some fine caves in the makatea about which, 
as in Atiu and Mangaia, many legendary tales are told. 

Mitiaro 

This is a low-lying island, long and narrow and quite 
unlike the usual roughly quadrilateral or triangular coral 
island. There are large areas of barren rocky land at 
each end of it, and a small area of good land, with volcanic 
soil towards its centre, surrounded by a large area of 
swampy ground stretching in various directions. On 
account of the small amount of cultivable land on this 
island food supplies sometimes become short. 

There is a fair-sized lake on the island in which and 
in the swamps the island-famed Itiki or Mitiaro eel is 
found. This eel is found only in Mitiaro, whence it is 
taken to the other islands of the group. It is a dainty 
much appreciated on the schooners which now and then 
get supplies. 

This island in the old days was subject to Atiu, but 
is now ruled by a native chief on behalf of the Govern- 
ment. As on all the islands, there is a native council 
which assists in the Government, and there are also 
native police. 

The one settlement is kept in fairly good order and 
there is seldom much trouble on the island. 

From a commercial point of view, Mitiaro is the most 
neglected of all the islands of the group, the steamers 
not calling there, as sufficient produce could not be shipped 
to make it worth while. The calls of schooners are infre- 
quent. 

Here, as in Mauke, a considerable amount of dried 
bananas, or pierj, is made, and one fancies that the quality 
is even better. There is a great rush for them in Raro- 
tonga when it is known that a schooner has been to 
Mitiaro. 

On this island both the true sandalwood and a bastard 
sandalwood, locally known as maramia, are found and the 
0i | * s mu ch in request by the native women as a scent to 
mix coconut oil for hairdressing purposes. 
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There is a considerable belt of makatea ground betw 
the makatea proper surrounding the island and the central 
red soil and swamps, in which are some fine caves. Th‘ 
belt bears a fair variety of good timber trees. 

There is now no white man on Mitiaro, but the local 
natives are most hospitable to strangers. 

There is considerable communication between this 
island and Atiu and Mauke, big whale boats being Use <| 
for these inter-island journeys. 


Aitutaki 


The main island of Aitutaki is chiefly volcanic, whilst 
the lesser islets, scattered around the fringing reef, are of 
atoll formation. One side of the island has the reef close 
to the shore, as at Atiu, Mangaia, Mauke and Mitiaro; 
but on the other side the reef is far out and encloses a fine 
lagoon. This is the best island of the group for fish. 

As a whole Aitutaki is a fertile island, although in 
the region of Mangapu there is a large area of unpro. 
ductive land. Coconuts thrive well, and have been known 
to bear fruit in si— 4f years from the time of planting, 
This, of course, is exceptional, but the average age for 
bearing is lower than in the other islands of the group, 
The Aitutakians consider that their oranges are the finest 


flavoured in the group, but, in reality, even their best 
are hardly equal to the Black Atiu orange for flavour. A 
considerable quantity of tapioca is produced on this 
island and is much in request by the people from other 
islands, as it is said to be of fine quality. Of late years, 
however, a blight has attacked the plants and has done 
considerable damage. Very fine pineapples are grown on 

the east side of the island. , 

Almost any kind of tropical fruit could be pr 
in Aitutaki, and the usual native foods are S r0 ' vr \ 
there is little taro, as the island is badly off for streai 
and water, and there are no extensive swamps- 

Water can be obtained in many parts of the > ^ 

boring, and there are springs in several places 

near to the sea-shore. . , 0 f the 

The main settlement is on the western 
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island, where there is a good boat passage up to the Govern- 
ment wharf through the lagoon. The other two settle- 
ments are on the eastern side of the island. When in 
rou^h weather the main passage is unworkable, landing 
can & be effected on the east coast — with some difficulty, 
however — as after getting through the best passage in 
the reef, the lagoon water shallows rapidly towards the 
shore. 

Most people who visit the island like the climate, but 
the great drawback is the irregular rainfall and the 
inadequacy of the water supply. 

Takutea 

Takutea is a small island lying about 16 miles off 
Atiu. It is uninhabited. Coconut trees have been planted 
on it by the Government, but they do not grow very 
well in most localities, probably because the island itself 
is of recent formation, is sometimes swept by tidal waves, 
and abounds with sea birds. The concrete water tank 
on it was destroyed by a tidal wave. 

The Atiuans go over from time to time to collect the 
coconuts and to get the red tail feathers of the bosun 
bird which nests on the island. Fish are plentiful round 
the coast. 

Takutea is of little financial value to the Government, 
and is not likely to be remunerative for many years, if ever. 

Manuae 

Manuae is an atoll and has a good lagoon. It lies 
about midway between Atiu and Aitutaki and really 
consists of two islands. It is leased by a private firm 
which employs hired labour to make copra and to do the 
necessary cleaning, planting, etc. 

Fowls thrive well as the climate is inclined to be dry. 
Fish are abundant. The islands have suffered consider- 
ably at times from hurricanes. 

The reef passage is not very good, 

Palmerston Island 

This island lies 270 miles from Rarotonga and is 
occupied by descendants of the late Mr. Marstera, to the 
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number of nearly one hundred. It is something of a s h 0c u 
on one's first visit to this island to hear nothing but 
strange kind of English spoken. It would seem that th* 
time has arrived when something should be done to alter 
conditions here, as the people seem in process of becoming 
degenerates. Transference to Penrhyn might help to 
solve the problem, as most of the inhabitants are com 
nected with the Penrhyn Islanders, and an influx of a 
hundred or so people to Penrhyn would help in the develop, 
ment of that island. 

The largest clam shells in these parts are found at 
Palmerston. The bosun bird breeds there, and its tail 
feathers are of some commercial value. Copra is the 
main product. Native arrowroot grows well. A schooner 
visits the island yearly to collect copra and in exchange 
brings food and other commodities. 

The boat passage in the lagoon is not good, but the 
islanders are skilled boatmen. 


Suwarrow 


This island was at one time a small Admiralty coaling 
station, and was in occupation for some time by Messrs. 
Lever Bros., when experiments with Torres Straits shell 
were carried on, unfortunately without success. There is 
some pearl shell of good quality in the lagoon, but onh a 
little sporadic diving is done. Messrs. A. B. Donald, 
Ltd. (Auckland), arc the picsent lessees. The white ant 


is prolific. 

Vessels may go through the passage and anchor near 
the jetty in the lagoon, but this is not a safe anchorage 
in northerly weather. The coast is dangerous about 
nightfall owing to the outcrops of reef. 

Bird life is plentiful, and there is good fishing m 
lagoon and round the coast. , 

There is no one permanently stationed there, an 
commercial value of the island is small. 


Maniiiiki 

Manihiki is 650 miles from Rarotonga 
atoll with a beautiful lagoon dotted here 


and is a typical 
and there with 
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islets on which grow trees and shrubs. This is perhaps 
the prettiest of all the Northern Islands. 

Its products are copra and pearl shell, both of good 
quality. The Northern Islands copra is superior generally 
to that of the lower group. 

The pearl shell at Manihiki is of fine quality, there 
being little wormy shell owing to the thorough cleaning 
the lagoon received at the hands of Mr. Wilson, who at 
one time worked the lagoon with diving machines, and to 
the policy he instituted and which has been consistently 
followed since. Some really good pearls are sometimes 
found here, probably on account of the bulk of the shell 
brought up being fresh shell. It is not very large or 
thick, but is of good quality. Some very fine blisters are 
also found occasionally. 

It would be a great advantage to Manihiki if a couple 
of rocks which make the passage at Tauturri dangerous 
at times were blasted out. This would not be costly. 
Schooners have at times to lie off the island for three 
weeks, unable to land or ship cargo on account of the 
heavy seas. This naturally ultimately becomes a tax on 
the islanders, though the traders always do their best for 
the people in this respect. 


Rakaiianga 

This island is some 25 miles from Manihiki and is also 
an atoll. The people are of the same stock as the Mani- 
hikians and have similar qualities of natural courtesy. 

Rakahanga is fortunate in having a spring of medicinal 
water on the lagoon beach at the settlement. This water 
is similar to that of Harrogate in England, and is of 
benefit to people suffering from rheumatism, asthma, 
certain skin diseases, etc. The Medical Officer and 
Resident Agent convinced the people the water was safe 
to drink. One spring is protected by a concrete wall 
forming a sort of well from which the water is drawn. 
The use of it has benefited the people considerably and 
patients from other islands have also done well there. 

The passage in the reef here is perhaps one of the 
worst in the group on account of rocks at the entrance, 
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irregularity, rush of water from the lagoon and the under 
cutting of the reef. 

There are many large coconut crabs at Rakahan? 
as in all the Northern Islands, and these, together with the 
rats, arc responsible for the destruction of a large quantity 
of nuts and of native foods. 

A small variety of native foods is grown, but the staple 
food is the coconut. A few bananas and paw-paws are also 
produced, but the rats inflict much damage on them as 
well as on ground nuts, pumpkins and melons. In 
nearly all the native foods were destroyed by a hurricane. 


PuKAPUKA 


Danger Islands are perhaps the most isolated of the 
islands. They lie some 720 miles from Rarotonga and 
are rarely visited more than once a year by a schooner 
from the group. The people seem to be quite a different 
race from the other islanders and to speak a different 
language. The Pukapukans, however, know Rarotongan, 
which forms the medium of communication. 

There are good taro beds here, particularly on the 
main island. A limited number of bananas are also 
grown. These islands suffered very severely from the 
tidal wave of 1914, all the orange and bread-fruit trees 
being killed. There is one lime tree remaining on Motu 
Kotava. 

There is an old causeway which was built across one 
arm of the lagoon to connect by road the settlements of 


Roto and Ato. 

These islands are evidently diminishing in size, as 
there are sOns that the land surface has been much more 
extensive than at present, and tradition tells 0 a a g 
population at one time, 20,000 on the main islan an 


10,000 on each of the other two. . , 

Opposite the settlements on the main islan is 
tortuous boat passage in the reef, fit only or c “ e 

flat-bottomed boats. It is one mile from the 


in the reef to the main settlement. 

The copra produced is of good quality, 
shell in the lagoon also of good quality, but 1 is 


There is 
not at all 
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lentiful. The islanders make their fish hooks from the 
ohell A go°d deal of sinnet plait is also made. 

The people of Roto own the land on the main island, 
^to and Ngaki, the other settlements, each possess one 
of the other small islands. 

The white ant is prevalent here and coconut trees are 
suffering. The people have been instructed in methods of 

controlling it. 

Nassau 

This is a fine island lying about 45 miles from Puka- 
puka. It is about 400 acres in area and has been almost 
entirely planted with coconuts. There are one or two 
small swampy places where taro can be grown, and native 
arrowroot would do well here. 

The boat passage is not a good one, and there is no 
lagoon, but tidal water only between the reef edge and 
shore. 

Penrhyn 


This is the largest of the lagoon islands, the lagoon 
being about 108 square miles in extent and the reef about 
40 miles round. There are three chief passages in the reef 
through which small vessels can get into the lagoon. The 
^est passage has a depth of 21 feet and is about 40 yards 
wide. The schooners tic up at the wharf at Omoka. 
With the exception of Suwarrow this is the only island in 
the group where the schooners can tie up with any degree 
of safety during the hurricane season. 

The people are of quite a different type from the 
Manihikians and appear to be of two distinct races, one 
being much darker than the other. 


Copra and pearl shell are the main products of the 
island. Both are of good quality, but the pearl shell has 
deteriorated a good deal on account of its not having been 
dived for properly for some years. A large proportion of 
!t is at present wormy. Some good pearls are found at 
times, and good blisters are fairly common. 

The boatmen here are clever with their boats and the 
boats are usually very good ones. 

o latitude of the settlement of Omoka is exactly 
9 S., so it is a handy place for navigators to verify the 
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correctness of their instruments. The other settlement 
9 miles away, across the lagoon, where schooners can zo 
close in shore and anchor on a sandy bottom. Both 
settlements are kept clean and each has two g 00( j 
5,000-gallon water tanks. In Omoka the water is led by 
pipes from the tanks into the settlement. 

The Resident Agent has commenced to reclaim a pi ece 
of land on the lagoon side, and when completed this work 
will improve the place very considerably. 


NOTES 

Imperial Institute : Committee of Enquiry.— In the last 

issue of this Bulletin (i 9 2 3> 21 > 3^3) reference was 
made to the appointment by the Duke of Devonshire, 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, of the Imperial In- 
stitute Committee of Enquiry. 

Full information was supplied to the Committee regard- 
ing the work of the Institute, including the “ Report on 
Operations ” published as No. 1 (1923) of this Bulletin. 

The report of the Committee of Enquiry was referred 
to the Imperial Economic Conference. At a meeting of 
the Conference on November 2 the following resolutions 

were adopted : . _ . 1 

1 " This Imperial Economic Conference recommends 
the adoption of the first of the two schemes for the future 
of the Imperial Institute and the Imperial Mineral Re- 
sources Bureau proposed in the Report of the Imperil 
Institute Committee of Enquiry, 1923, subject to .be 
following modifications : 

“ (i) That in order to ensure that the reconstituted 
Imperial Institute may in future undertake 

laboratories only preliminary investigations 

materials for the purpose of ascertaining l ^ P 
commercial value, and to ensure that mves 
or research of a more extensive kin y countr y 
to the appropriate authority, whet e d g 

or elsewhere in the Empire, there shall be to ^ 
small Committee of the Governing . q tj of t he 

as the ‘ Laboratory Committee, of Overseas 

Comptroller-General of the D e P , Scientific 

Trade (or his nominee), the Secretary nominee), 

and Industrial Research Department (or his n 
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qn d a Fellow of the Royal Society, being a representa- 
tive of that Society on the Governing Body of the 
Imperial Institute, who will supervise the laboratory 
work of the Institute and report thereon from time 
to time to the Governing Body. 

“ (ii) That, with a view to ensuring that in future 
the reconstituted Institute may have expert assistance 
in regard to finance, e.g. in establishment matters, 
a representative of His Majesty’s Treasury be added 
to the new Governing Body and to the new Managing 
Committee proposed in paragraphs ioo and ioi of 
the Report of the Imperial Institute Committee of 
Enquiry.” 

2. " This Imperial Economic Conference approves the 
estimate of the cost of maintaining the reconstituted 
Institute as set out in paragraph 5 of the memorandum 
by the Secretary of State for the Colonies submitted to 
the Conference (I.E.C. (23)-! 8) ; and suggests that in 
order that the sum of ^8,000 which is proposed as an 
annual contribution from the Dominions and India may 
be obtained, the ministerial representatives of the Domi- 
nions and of India advise their respective legislatures to 
contribute the following annual amounts for a period of 
five years : 

£ 


Canada .... 

. 2,000 

Commonwealth of Australia . 

. 2,000 

New Zealand 1 

1 ,200 

Union of South Africa . 

1 ,200 

India .... 

1 ,200 

Irish Free State . 

200 

Newfoundland . 

200 


In a report of the meeting of the Imperial Economic 
Conference at which the foregoing resolutions were adopted, 
published in The Times of November 3, it was stated that 
“ Sir James Allen, on behalf of New Zealand, expressed 
his Government’s regret that the Exhibition Galleries in 
the Imperial Institute were not, for financial reasons, to 
be continued.” 

Nickel Ores : Imperial Institute Monograph. — A mono- 
graph on Nickel Ores in the series of Imperial Institute 
Monographs on Mineral Resources , by W. G. Rumbold, 
Scientific and Technical Department, Imperial Institute, 
has just been published by Mr. John Murray. 

1 On the understanding that New Zealand is willing to raise this 
^fiount to £1,500, provided that the Exhibition Galleries of the 
institute are retained. 

9 
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The book, of 81 pages, is divided into three cha 
the first of which deals with nickel minerals, their m^' 
concentration and reduction, and with the 81 

uses, value and world’s production of the metal V ■ 
The second chapter deals with the known deno' 
of the British Empire, e.g. Ontario (Sudbury and Cobalt 5 
Manitoba and Quebec, Cape Province and Transvaal an ’ 
New South Wales, Tasmania and New Zealand. ' ' C 
The third chapter deals with the foreign source* ry 
supply, and describes the principal nickel deposits r- 
Austria, Czechoslovakia, France, Germany, Greece, hah 
Norway, Russia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and 
Slavia ; Asiatic Turkey, China, Borneo, Celebes, Japs’; 
Philippine Islands, New Caledonia, Abyssinia, Egypt 
Madagascar ; Cuba, Mexico, Porto Rico, Santo Doraii^o 
United States, Brazil, Chile and Peru. 

A map is provided showing the principal nickel occur- 
ences in the world, and the monograph concludes with a 
list of references to literature on nickel. 


Australian Woods for Pulp and Paper Manufacture.— Durir. ; - 

the last three years an investigation of the poA 
bilities afforded by Australian timbers for the production 
of paper-pulp suitable for the manufacture of newsprint 
has been carried out by the Institute of Science anc 
Industry of the Commonwealth of Australia and the 
results have appeared in a paper entitled “ The Manufac- 
ture of Pulp and Paper from Australian Woods/’ by 
L. R. Benjamin, which has been published as the Ir- 
statute’s Bulletin No. 25 (1923). 

The work is divided into five sections, the first of which 
gives general information regarding the present position 
of paper-making in the Commonwealth, the raw material: 
available, the processes of manufacture, and the fuel and 

chemicals required. , _ . 

It is estimated that during the next decade the annual 
demand for newsprint in Australia will reach i 00 ^ 0 
tons. At the present time about 120,000 tons of pap 
and pulp, of value £5,500,000, are imported each >ear, 
which 70,000 tons consist of newsprint, ] 2 > 00 anC j 
other printing paper, 10,000 tons of wrapping pap ^ 
6,000 tons of writing and typing papers, w the 
5,000-6,000 tons of wood pulp arc imported f 
Australian paper mills. d mil , s in 

There are three paper mills and four < » an(J N - eff 
Australia, all of which are situated in 1 ^ mill; 

South Wales. The total annual output* 2j00 o tons 
amounts to about 35,000 tons, comprising abou 
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r fine paper and 10,000 tons of wrappings, covers, etc., 
0 t L rem ainder consisting of paper-board and straw-board. 

C N T o newsprint is manufactured in Australia, but there 
.. * loca ] market capable of absorbing the output of two 
naoer mills, producing too tons of newsprint a day. The 
Mccessful establishment of such mills depends 011 the 
"risibility of obtaining large supplies of raw material 
from which suitable pulp could be produced at a cost of 

about j£i° per ton. . r 

The second section 01 the work consists 01 a summary 
f the information given in Bulletin No. 1 1 of the Institute 
of Science and Industry, entitled “ Paper-pulp — Possi- 
bilities of its Manufacture in Australia ” (see this Bulletin, 

i 91 9, 17, 4 1 5) * . . . 

The third section gives an account 01 investigations 
into the suitability of the Australian timbers for the 
manufacture of wood-pulp and paper, which were carried 
out in the pulp and paper laboratory established under the 
Institute of Science and Industry at Perth, Western 
Australia. The work is dealt with under two headings, 
viz. (1) wood-pulping experiments, and (2) paper-making 
experiments. 

The pulping trials were made by the process of digestion 
with caustic soda, and the following woods were examined. 
From New South Wales : blackbutt, Eucalyptus pilu laris ; 
mountain gum, E. dalrympliana ; spotted gum, E. 
mculata, and coast ash, E . sieberiana. From Victoria: 
mountain ash, E. regnans ; silver top, E. sieberiana ; and 
woollybutt, E. delegatensis. From Queensland : candle- 
nut, Aleurites moluccana ; silky oak, Grevillea robusta ; 
brush box, Tristania conferta ; crow’s-foot elm, Tarrietia 
argyrodettdron ; she-oak, Casuarina torulosa ; kurrajong, 
Sterculia discolor ; gum myrtle, Angopkora subvelutina ; 
swamp cypress, Callitris glauca ; and mangrove, Schizo - 
meria ovata. From Western Australia : karri, Eucalyptus 
diversicolor ; jarrah, E. marginata ; and marri, E. calo- 
phylla . From Tasmania : swamp gum, E. regnans ; 
stringy bark, E. obliqua ; blue gum, E. globulus ; gum top, 
E. delegatensis ; and beech myrtle, Fagus cunninghami. 

The general conclusions drawn from these pulping ex- 
periments may be summarised as follows. The woods 
of the eucalypts and most of the other woods examined 
contain, on the average, as great a percentage of cellulose 
as that of poplar, birch, spruce and other standard pulp- 
woods. In the case of the eucalypt timbers, the fibres 
nave a length of a little over 1 mm. and a diameter of one- 
fiftieth to one-sixtieth of the length. The young wood is 
easily barked and chipped and is to be preferred to mature 



494 


BULLETIN OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 


timber, although in the case of E. regnans the mature v 
can be pulped successfully without any variation i!°? 
conditions of digestion. Quickly grown wood i 3 
penetrated by the caustic alkali solution and is rapid?', 
converted into pulp. 

The most suitable woods with regard to yield, ea? e ^ 
pulping and bleachability of the pulp are the immatur- 
eucalypts of South-Eastern Australia, viz. E. regnal 
E. delcgatensis , E. siebenana, E. globulus and £. obliqu Q 
although E. pilularis , E. diversicolor and E. calophyllal'^ 
a larger yield per cord and a larger output per di^Vr 
than these. The Queensland woods, with two or & thr^ 
unimportant exceptions, are not suitable for the production 
of strong, easy-bleaching pulp by the soda process, bur 
some of them, particularly Aleurites mohtccana , Tanictin 
argyrodendron, Grevi Ilea robusla and Callitris glanca , can be 
used for the manufacture of kraft pulp. Indications were 
obtained that Aleurites moluccana and Tarrietia argyn, 
dendron might give better results if treated by the sulphite 
process. On the whole, it is concluded that the eucalypti 
offer the most promising field for immediate exploitation. 

The laboratory paper-making experiments, using e 
model Fourdrinier machine and a beater of 3 lb. capacity, 
were carried out with five typical eucalyptus pulps, viz. 
those of E. regnans , E . pilularis , E. maculata , E. dalnm- 
pliana and E. diversicolor. It was found that these pulps 
differ from most hard-wood soda pulps as they can be 
hydrated without difficulty and when hydrated are capable 
of forming paper of at least average strength. It is stated 
that eucalyptus pulps should not be regarded as mere 
fillers for giving opacity and bulk but as “ half stun 
possessing considerable strength and therefore genera \ 
useful as paper-making materials. 

In the fourth section of the report particulars are given 
of experiments carried out on a semi-commercial scale 
at the Bar won Paper Mill of the Australasian Paper 


PUl Theresultsof the pu?ping trials confirmed those obtained 

in the laboratory, and showed that the w oo _ . 
eucalypts are most efficiently pulped by a 1 . in a 

the soda process, in which the chips are external 

weak liquor throughout the period of . 'S? . ’ dilution, 
heating being employed m order to avoi diges tion 

By adopting this procedure instead of ,dirert ^ 

with strong liquor, the yield is increase > at j v 

60 per cent, and the strength of the P R. ^ aD d 
improved. The eucalypts of Tasmania iand V pu]p 
young karri ( E . diversicolor ) give the g 
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f equal weights of wood and are the most easily bleached. 
The yield of screened pulp for the most important woods 
' between 45 and 47 per cent. All the woods give a 
iiVher yield per cord than either spruce or poplar. 
n The paper-making experiments showed that mixtures 
containing 60-70 per cent, of eucalypt pulp are capable 
of furnishing paper of considerably higher bursting and 
tensile strength than those made almost entirely from 
spruce sulphite pulp under the same conditions. Moreover, 
papers made from mixtures containing about 60 per cent, 
of eucalypt pulp exhibit superior opacity and good finish. 
In the case of such papers, there is less shrinkage during 
caving than with papers containing a large proportion of 
sulphite pulp. Well-prepared eucalypt pulps are suitable 
for many purposes and especially for the manufacture of 
the better-grade printing, book, magazine and cartridge 
papers and the cheaper grades of writing and typing papers. 

The fifth section of the report deals with the various 
economic factors which have to be taken into account in 
considering the possibility of establishing a wood-pulping 
industry in Australia. 

The eucalyptus trees proposed as a source of pulp- 
wood reach a size suitable for cutting in from 8 to 15 
years, whereas spruce and other pulp-woods require at 
least 40 years to grow to this size. Vigorous coppicing of 
the trees results in the production of dense stands yielding 
as much as 40 cords per acre in less than 10 years of 
growth. Protection of the forest from fire would be rela- 
tively simple and inexpensive. The system of “ river- 
driving,” which is commonly used for transporting timber 
from slow-growing forests in which the area to be logged 
is situated farther from the mill each succeeding year, 
could be replaced in the rapidly growing forests of Aus- 
tralia by a permanent railroad logging system as the 
average haul would be small and the quantity of wood to be 
transported would be large. It is considered that the cost 
might be much lower than in many cases of “ river-driving.” 

Suitable labour is available in Australia for operating 
pulping plants and the cost, would not be any greater 
than in the United States. 

In the States in which the greatest reserves of pulp- 
"°°d exist, large power schemes are in course of develop- 
ment. Cheap hydro-electric energy is available in Tas- 
mania, whilst in Victoria power generated from lignite at 
dor we 11 and cheap brown coal itself will be available in a 

year or two. 

, .^iniates of the cost of production of pulp are given 
^’hich are based on a small plant with a daily output of 
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10 tons of air-dry bleached pulp. Under these confer 
and with fuel at 30s. per ton, wood at 40s. per cord sort 
ash at £10 per ton, salt at £4 per ton, lime at 2j s , 
power at 0‘$d. per kilowatt-hour, and a minimum wa»l 
of £4 5 s. per week, pulp could be produced at a little ir 
than £1 3 per ton. Under more favourable conditions 
with a larger output, the cost might be reduced to about 


£10 per ton. 

It is estimated that the following quantities of pu ] p . 
wood (of 12 inches maximum diameter) are now standing 
In Victoria, 2,000,000 cords within 100 miles of Melbourne' 

3.000. 000 cords within 250 miles of Melbourne ; and total! 

4.000. 000 cords. In Tasmania, southern portion only, 

1.000. 000 cords. In New South Wales, 12,000 cord; 
annually. In Western Australia, 20,000—30,000 fiord? 
annually. These quantities (except in the case of Western 
Australia) are exclusive of wood on alienated land. 

The simultaneous operations of saw-mills and pulp- 
mills would effect much greater utilisation of the forest? 
than is now possible and would assist the production 0: 
future supplies of mill timber by providing a market for 
thinnings from cut-over areas undergoing silvicultural 
treatment. Moreover, a certain amount of mill waste 
could be utilised for pulping in addition to most of the 
small and some of the defective trees. 

It is considered possible that sufficient wood-pulp 
could be produced in Australia to supply the local paper- 
making industry with 6,000-10,000 tons per annum ana 
also to develop an export trade. A paper-mill designee 
to manufacture printing paper and using 60-70 per cent, 
of Australian pulp and some imported pulp would nau 
the advantages of a supply of cheap pulp, the absence 
of high freight charges, and the operation of n protects 
dutv on imported paper. A combined pulp and paper mi.- 
would offer even better prospects. , ib (1 

The conclusions reached by the investigations (k-cnbjl 

in this bulletin are summarised as follows . ( ) * . b]e 

ancc of wood in the form of young re-grow h K a a>la . 
for establishing the pulping industry ; (-) ^ lllK 
easily pulped by a modification of ' v ^- kn °\ ^ Lp 
processes, the cost of production being ’/if condition 

is suitable for a fairly wide range of P a P c ^ '. < upp lv at 
are favourable for establishing a P^ of pulp annually 
least 3 .'W° tons : :' K * P oss . ,bly '^ti-idf is also possible ; 


least 3,000 tons and possimy . is a l s o poss 

for the local market, and an export trade. • J ^ 
(<) there is little doubt that cliemit. P P nn j t 0 f its 
duced in Australia sufficiently cheaply t P 


in the manufacture of newsprint. 
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The bulletin is printed on paper made by the Institute 
of Science and Industry during the semi-commercial tests 
referred to on p. 494- It contains about 60 per cent, of 
-hemical pulp made from Australian eucalyptus woods, 

per cent, of imported chemical pulp and io per cent, of 
waste paper. A number of sample sheets are inserted at 
the end of the bulletin, composed of soda pulp made from 
various Australian timbers, in conjunction with about 30 
per cent, of spruce sulphite pulp and 10 per cent, of waste 
paper. 

Sisal Hemp Plantations in the Gold Coast.— Reference 
has already been made in this Bulletin (1920, 18, 560 ; 
l0 22, 20, 312) to the efforts which are being made to 
create a Sisal hemp industry in the Gold Coast. 

In a Memorandum issued by the Governor in January, 
1922, on the Sisal plantation at Accra, it was pointed out 
that the chief object in starting the plantation was to 
establish a new industry for a part of the country which 
is not adapted to the growth of cocoa and the oil-palm, 
The barren Accra plains were chosen for the plantation 
as they are unsuitable for most other crops and afforded 
a site which was near to a port and also to a supply of 
water. It was hoped that the local chiefs and others 
would be willing to co-operate with the Government by 
forming a Company to work the plantation, but this 
hope was not realised as the Gold Coast native is cautious 
and conservative, and disinclined to undertake a new 
industry until he is convinced that it will prove successful. 
The original intention was to plant an area of 3,000 acres, 
but this was subsequently reduced to 1,000 acres. A 
suitable site was found on the southern side of the Water- 
works Railway about two miles west of the Accra Lagoon, 
and by September 1921 nearly the whole of the 1,000 
acres had been planted. The plantation is intended to 
serve as the centre of an industry which it is hoped will 
be adopted by the local farmers as soon as they have 
appreciated the value of the crop. The plantation is to 
be provided with tram-lines for conveying the leaves to a 
central factory in which fibre-extracting machinery will 
be installed. It is considered that the crop of Sisal 
hemp, if sold at normal prices, should yield sufficient 
profit to enable the tramway system to be extended from 
the Government plantation to those of the local Sisal 
hemp farmers. In conjunction with the fibre plants, 
cassava and other food-crops are to be grown on the 
plantation for the provision of a food supply, and possibly 
or the production of power alcohol. The local farmers 
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will be encouraged to plant Sisal hemp, especial! • 
neighbourhood of the Government plantation and ^ 
and assistance will be afforded to them. The Gov a ^ ce 
would be prepared to hand the plantation over 
enterprise on condition that the rights of the ^ rU * ate 
were adequately safeguarded. natives 

In concluding his Memorandum, the Governo 
nounced the formation of a Committee to draw **« an 
concrete scheme for the future of the plantation 
lines indicated above. 11 

The Committee presented their Report on March ■> 
and this has now been published (Gold Coast : Gov^' 
ment Press, Accra, 1922). A short summary of its ma-' 
features are given below. 

It is expected that leaves will be ready for cutting ch 
the plantation on January 1, 1924. The expenditure 
from the date of starting the plantation to December v 
1921, was £14,609, and it is estimated that by the end of 
1923 the expenditure will have amounted to £24,000. \ 
portion of this will be recovered by the sale of foodstu^ 
which the Superintendent of the Plantation estimates vii 
realise £4,000. (This estimate is regarded by the Com- 
mittee as unduly optimistic.) The estimated expenditure 
of £24,000, however, does not include (1) compensation to 
farmers who were dislodged on the formation of the 
plantation, which will probably amount to £1,500, (2) the 
cost of building and (‘quipping the factory, estimated at 
£5,941, (3) the cost of the tramways, £2,280, and (4)0! 
water tanks and piping, £200, or (5) interest on the capita! 
invested. These items will bring the total expenditure 
as at December 31, 1923, to about £35,000, after allowing 
for the revenue from foodstuffs. 

It is estimated that the annual expenditure when the 
producing stage is reached will be £17,185, if a yield ot 
750 tons is obtained, or £19,485 in the case of a yield ol 
1 ,ooo tons. 

With regard to production, the majority of the Com- 
mittee are of opinion that the annual yield of fibre will 

amount to | ton per acre, whence the total yield of t e 

plantation would be 750 tons per annum. The Pre^i j-n 
(Mr. John Maxwell, CM.G.) considers, however that tnc 
yield will be at least one ton per acre, or a total 1 

i,ooo tons or more per annum, this view being 2 

chiefly on the information given in the I mperia n- 
Handbook on Cotton and Other V eg c table Fibres , „■ 


Ernest Gould ing. 

The Committee 
plant will produce 
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four years, i.e . an average of 42 leaves per annum. On 
this basis, the annual production of fibre per acre, assuming 
ggg plants to the acre and a yield of dry fibre of 3 per 
cent of the weight of the leaves, would be almost exactly 
one ton. The cost of production, calculated from the 
annual expenditure mentioned above — which includes 
allowances for depreciation (10 per cent.), interest on 
capital (6 per cent.), and a sinking fund for repayment 
of capital (10 per cent.) — would thus amount to £19 95. 8 d. 
per ton. If the yield per acre should amount to only § ton, 
the cost of production would be £22 18 s. 3 d. per ton. 

The Committee are convinced that the climate and 
soil are quite suitable for Sisal hemp cultivation, but point 
out that the cost of labour is high and a supply is some- 
times difficult to obtain. The plantation is favourably 
situated with regard to transport, and is in close proximity 
to the pipe-borne water supply for the town of Accra. 
It is felt, however, that although the quantity of water 
available will probably be adequate for the next few 
years, there is a danger that owing to the rapid increase 
in the population of the town it may not be sufficient 
subsequently, and it is recognised that in the event of 
a shortage the supply to the plantation would be among 
the first to be curtailed. 

The Committee concur with the proposal that any 
profits which may be derived from the Government 
plantation should be utilised for the extension of the 
tramway system to the plantations of local farmers.; 

There is no prospect at present of the plantation being 
worked as a co-operative concern by African farmers. 
No definite suggestion has been received for private 
enterprise to take over the plantation, and, as the Govern- 
ment have agreed to return it to the chiefs as soon as the 
capital and interest have been recovered, such a proposal 
could not be considered unless the chiefs decline to take 
it over when the time comes. The Committee therefore 
recommend that the present system should be continued 
until the plantation is in bearing, when, with the results 
before them, the native farmers are likely to regard the 
proposition more favourably. 

There are a number of appendixes to the Report , 
including the Minutes of the Meetings of the Committee, 
the Governor’s Memorandum already referred to, state- 
ments and estimates of expenditure and revenue, and 
copies of correspondence between the District Commis- 
sioner, Accra, and the Accra chiefs. 

Jamaica Pimento Leaf Oil.— An account of the progress 

9* 
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made in the development of the new pimento u 
industry of Jamaica is given by the Government Indust ^ 
Chemist in the Annual Report of the Department of 
culture, Jamaica , 1921, recently received at the Imn^i 
Institute. p ' nai 


This industry dated its commencement from th 
favourable report made by the Imperial Institute on th° 
examination of a sample of pimento leaves (Piment 
officinalis , Lindl.) received from Jamaica in 1918 (see thi? 
Bulletin, 1919, 17, 298). Large-scale steam distillation' 
of these leaves were subsequently carried out for the 
time in the island in 1920, and in July of that year 30* - lb 
of the rectified essential oil, containing 95 per cent of 
eugenol, were shipped to the United Kingdom, and sold 
at 1 os. per lb. This oil was obtained by the steam 
distillation of 2,095 lb. of dried leaves which yielded 
17 per cent, of oil. From August 1920 to June 192] 
about 8 tons 14 cwts. of fresh leaves were distilled, fur- 
nishing altogether about 22-6 gallons of oil. Over 100 lb. 
of eugenol prepared from this oil were purchased by 
firms in the United States. The eugenol in the oil varied 
from 70 down to 32 per cent., the lower figure being 
attributed to the fact that the leaves were gathered 
during the cropping season (when the berries are rich in 
eugenol). During the greater part of 1921 monthly 
distillations were conducted of the leaves gathered from 
trees growing at different altitudes. The yields of oil 
calculated on the dried leaves, varied from about 07 to 


2*4 per cent, with an average of i*6 per cent., and the 
eugenol content of the oil ranged from 41 to 93 per cent. 
Neither the }*ield of oil nor its eugenol content appeared 
to depend either on the month in which the leaves were 
collected or the altitude at which they were grown. 

The apparatus employed by the Industrial Chemist in 
carrying out the distillations was a still consisting of an 
18-ft. iron pipe into which steam at not less than 40 lb. 
to 45 lb. pressure was passed from a boiler. This equip- 
ment is stated to have given very satisfactory results. 

Details are given of experiments which nave eei 
made in Jamaica in the preparation of vanillin Jr 
eugenol; the results, however, do not appear 0 . 

been altogether successful, and the manufacture 0 ' 
in Jamaica is unlikely to prove a commercial suet - 
unless it is conducted under the direction ot 
and modern economic methods of production ^ 
duced. Under present conditions it wouW . nts j n the 
profitable to export the oil, and further expcri 
cultivation of the leaves and preparation 0 
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Hertaken with a view to ensuring a high percentage 
t r.uienol in the oil. The manufacture of pure eugenol 
. vnnrt might also be considered, for it is improbable 
*hat the non-phenolic portion of the oil will have much, 
if any, commercial value. 

Composition and Uses oi Deodar Oil.— Samples of the 
tial oil distilled from the wood of the Indian deodar, 
T 1 hs Deodara, Loud., were received at the Imperial 
Institute from the Forest Economist to the Government 
if India in 1914 and 1915 respectively It was desired to 
find an economic use for this oil which could be produced 
froin the waste wood obtained in the conversion of deodar 
timber into railway sleepers. The results of a chemical 
investigation of the oil at the Imperial Institute were 
subsequently published by the Chemical Society m a 
paper communicated by O. D. Roberts, J\I.C. (Trans. 

('hem. Soc., 1916, 109, 791). . . 

More recently deodar wood oil has been examined b\ 

T L. Simonsen, D.Sc., and M. G. Rau at the Forest 
Research Institute, Dehra Dun ( Indian Forest Records , 
1922, 9, 123), who have obtained results which agree in 
the7nain with those obtained at the Imperial Institute. 
The oil employed by them was derived from logs seventy- 
five years old which furnished a yield of 2-5 per cent, ot 
oil. The constants of the oil are compared in the following 
table with those of the two samples of oil examined at the 
Imperial Institute. 


Specific gravity . 

Optical rotation aD 
Refractive index no 
Acid value . 

Ester value 

Ester value after acety- 
lation . 

Solubility in 90 percent, 
alcohol 


Samples examined at the 

Imperial Institute. 

Samples examined 
Simonsen and Rau 

0-9549 at ^ 

I 5° 

0-0756 at —3 

15 

0-9592 at 30° 

+ 52*5° at 22° 

+ 34‘i° at 22 0 

-f 45*1° at 30 

i-ji95 at 2i u 

1-5225 at 21® 

1-5203 at 30" 

5'G 

4 - 5 

1-6 

19-3 

4*9 

1 20-5 

30-8 

34-4 

; 4-'3 

Not soluble 

Miscible in 

i — 

in 20 volumes 

all proportions 

| ~~ 


The pleasant aromatic odour which characterises 
deodar oil is due to the presence of from about 2 to 10 
per cent, of a ketone, which Roberts stated was probably 
£-methyl-A*-tetrahydroacetophenone, a compound not 
found previously in nature. This statement has been 
confirmed by the above investigators, who worked with 
a large quantity of the oil, and were thus able to isolate 
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the ketone in a pure condition and establish its identit 
by preparing many of its derivatives. 

The principal constituent of the oil is a sesquiterp erp 
which is associated with a sesquiterpene alcohol- a ~’ 
however, neither of these compounds yielded a crystal^; 
derivative, it was not possible to characterise thembeyo^ 
determining their pnysical constants. Other constituents 
which have been isolated from deodar oil are as follow, . 
a phenol (unidentified), esters of hexoic, heptoic, and 
stearic acids (Roberts, loc. cit.) f a free acid (unidentified 1 ! 
esters of butyric or isobutyric and hexoic acids (Simonsec 
and Rau, loc. cit,). 

Samples of deodar oil were submitted by the Imperial 
Institute in 1915 to English and continental firms of 
soapmakers and essential oil distillers, who expressed the 
general opinion that a market could probably be found 
for the oil if it was offered at a low price. It was stated 
concerning a sample of oil which the Forest Chemist ha; 
had valued recently in England, that the oil might find 
a small market as a substitute for cedar-wood oil in soap 
perfumery, but that its value would only be 2s. 6 d. per lb. 
\t this price it was not considered that production would 


be remunerative. 

The suggestion has now been made that it mign •. 
oossibly prove profitable to utilise the oil obtained by 
the destructive distillation of the wood as a timber pa- 


sc-rvative. 


Cattle Industry ol Rhodesia.-Until the last two o 
three years the local and Johannesburg markets hau 

proved' a sufficient outlet for the cattle surplus of Rhodesia 
In 1016 Rhodesia commenced an export trade in catt, 
mainlv to the Union of South Africa, hut wg h 

iSSiFSElS 

demand with the result that serious financial embark 

me ”n^vicw r of'tlfi^diffic^ty C thc!Mtninistrator appointed 

a Committee in 1922 to re P ort 5 ® k surp ius cattle and 

possibility of finding markets for the s^pl Althollgh 

of improving the position of the enquiries, it has 

this Committee has not Gcmnple Stained that 

been convinced from the evidence so f re fe]t 
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(Report of ike Committee of Enquiry in respect of the Cattle 

Industry of Southern Rhodesia , 1923). 

That the presence of an excess of mature cattle has 
not been more severely felt hitherto is due to several 
causes. Ranches are still in the stage of stocking up and 
new settlers have been drawing on available stocks for 
draught and breeding purposes. The natives own nearly 
half the cattle of the country, and this reservoir, when not 
reduced by attractive prices or drawn upon through need 
of money for food in times of scarcity, is allowed to accumu- 
late, for the natives regard cattle in themselves as a desir- 
able possession and are not inclined to sell them, especially 
at an early age. 

The Committee recognise that the precise number of 
cattle suitable for slaughter at any moment cannot be 
arrived at with exactitude, but they estimate that the 
present accumulated surplus of mature stock is about 
250,000 head, a large proportion of which is available for 
-laughter. Information as to the number of cattle in 
recent years derived from statistics officially collected 
from the stock owners is given in the following table : 


llate. 

1st January : 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 


mber of cattle. 

Increase over 
p re nous year. 

840,916 

92,85s 

960,026 

119,1 io 

1,083,943 

123,917 

1,210,547 

126,604 

1.331.284 

120,737 

1,517,291 

186,007 

I.754.M4 

2 3M53 


At present there are about 2,000,000 cattle in Southern 
Rhodesia, but the country on the whole is still under- 
stocked, containing, it is estimated, only one-fifth of the 
total which it is capable of supporting, there being no 
shortage of pasture. 

The present maikets may be approximately assessed 
as under : 


per annum • 

(а) Southern Rhodesia (slaughter stock) .... 90,000 

(б) Union of South Africa (slaughter stock) . . . 15,000 

(t) Congo (slaughter stock) ...... 3,000 

((f) Congo (breeding stock) ...... 500 

(e) Mozambique Co.’s Territory (slaughter and breeding stock) r,ooo 


^ is anticipated that the consumption of Southern 
Rhodesia will not exceed 100,000 head per annum for 
*ome time to come, and with increasing supplies nearer to 
demand there for cattle from Southern 
Rhodesia is more likely to diminish than increase. The 
on go market appears to be the only one susceptible of 
u rther development, and that only to a limited extent 
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as Northern Rhodesia possesses an advantaor. 
proximity. ge m lts greater 

The Committee are consequently of opinion th 
most pressing need for Southern Rhodesia is the est kv the 
ment of a frozen meat industry for export (prim ‘l ^ 
Europe) as soon as the market improves. ' ar ‘T to 
Since it must take some considerable time for f 
works to be built and the essential storage and S E ^ 
facilities to be provided, and as under present depre^l 
conditions no one with the necessary specialised knowhf! 
of the freezing and export of beef and of the manufactiu 
of by-products can be expected to commence operation; 
in Southern Rhodesia without very special inducement 
and assurances, the Committee recommend that ever; 
possible assistance should be immediately granted bv 
Government to competent capitalists to establish meat 
works. Their principal proposals in this connection are 
(i) remission of taxation for a period of years, (2) exemp- 
tion from Customs dues, (3) exclusive rights of oversea 
export for a certain time, (4) bounties on meat exported. 
(5) support in requests for port facilities, (6) railway advan- 
tages and favourable ocean freights, (7) assistance fron: 
local authorities, (8) assurance as to duration of privileges, 
and (9) free grants of sites. 

If these inducements are not sufficient, it is suggested 
that Government should guarantee the interest on the 
capital invested in meat works for a term of years as 
otherwise they will be faced with the necessity of erecting 
such works themselves to prevent the ruin of the industry. 

It is also proposed that leading firms engaged in the 
meat industry should be invited to send representatives at 
the expense of the Government to examine the condition;' 
on the spot, so as to enable them to form accurate and in- 
dependent opinions as to the possibilities of the industry 
Onlv about one-quarter of the European-owned slaugh- 
ter cattle is regarded as suitable for the export trade 1 
frozen form, and it is doubtful whether any large 
of the class suitable for chilling will be obtainable 0 , 

time to come. A large number of the cat tie co , 
be utilised for boiling down for tallow and fer 1 > ^ 

perhaps also for extract, and any m ^^relati ve scale 
should include boiling down on a greater - nrrea sing 
than may be usual in other countries. . ^ type, 

proportion of the cattle is, however, of an 11 ? J er should 
and there seems no reason why the re ™ ia ij y a s the 
not also be graded up in course of time, e P_ t • ncen ti ve 
assurance of a market would at once act as 5 , 


to the improvement of quality. 


As, however 


; only cattle 
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nerior to the average at present produced will be readily 
teable in European markets, it is imperative that every- 
one possible should be done to improve the average 
uality of the stock. In the opinion of the Committee 
rhis improvement is most readily to be secured by en- 
ouragement of the use of superior bulls and the Govern- 
ment may most effectively assist in this matter by granting 
loans to stock-owners for the purpose. Other suggestions 
made by the Committee for Government action with a view 
to improving the quality of the cattle include the appoint- 
ment of stock advisers, loans for fencing, maintenance of 
stud farms, and education in the care and handling of 

cattle. 

Clay Resources of Southern Saskatchewan, Canada. —An 

article on Saskatchewan clays has been received at 
the Imperial Institute from the office of the High Com- 
missioner for Canada, and is summarised in the following 
oages. 

At the instance of the Government of the Province, 
the Saskatchewan Bureau of Labour and Industries has 
been devoting its attention to the clay resources of 
Southern Saskatchewan with the aid of a ceramic en- 
gineer, Professor W. G. Worcester. Careful examina- 
tions of deposits have been made, and laboratory 
tests of a most thorough nature have been carried out 
in the Ceramic Laboratory of the University of Saskatch- 
ewan. Although the investigations are only in their 
early stages, the Bureau is desirous of bringing the 
information already compiled to the attention of those 
interested in the clay-working industry. 

A special “ Report on the Clay Resources of Southern 
Saskatchewan,” by N. B. Davis, appeared in 1918 ( Canada , 
DepL Mines , Mines Branch RepL, No. 468), which included 
an account of the collecting and testing of some 160 samples 
of clay. It is stated in this report that “ the importance 
to the whole Canadian West of the clay resources of 
Southern Saskatchewan cannot be over-estimated. There 
is an abundance of high-grade clays suitable for the manu- 
facture of stoneware, Rockingham ware and white earthen- 
ware. The fire-clays of the Eastern section will make a 
No. 2 grade of refractory, while the more plastic clays 
should find a use as bond-clays in the making of retorts 
and other special refractory shapes. They are also adapted 
to the manufacture of architectural terra-cotta, paving 
brick, and all varieties of burned clay products for structural 
purposes.” 

The first deposits to be examined under the Bureau 



So6 BULLETIN OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 

scheme were those offering possibilities of 
development. ^mediate 

Pottery Clays of the Eastend — Ravenscrap n- , . 
South of the Cypress Hills, the Frenchman River 
a deep trench in the Tertiary and Cretaceous form' CUt 
and exposed the valuable refractory and semi-r f atl0ns ’ 
clays which occur at the base of the Tertiary^ r?' 
section exposed shows a total thickness of over 480 h 
silts, sands and clays. For some 15 miles aWtE* 1 
valley of the Frenchman River, the white band >] * ep 
from 20 to 25 feet in thickness, can be seen outer on ^ 
in the valley sides. The quantity of raw material h 
practically unlimited. The geology of the district is simnl^ 
The prairie was an area of alternating, slow elevations an 1 
depressions. The sediments remained, approximately 
flat-lying, hence the widespread and persistent nature of 
the clay formation. The white clays show considerable 
local variations, fat or plastic clays giving way to lean 
sandy ones within short distances. Here and there are 
concretions and stringers of iron oxide, but plenty of good 
clean water is available for washing the clays, which are 
highly suited to the manufacture of Rockingham, yellow 
ware, and a wide range of stoneware, including chemical 
stoneware, or clay products that are burned to vitrified 
bodies in a range from cones 5 to 9. Here are also heavy 
deposits of white clays of lower grade, but exceptionally 
good for the manufacture of sewer pipes and terra-cotta 
as well as paving bricks and tiles. 

Tests have been made of two deposits near Eastend, 
and many carloads of clay have been shipped from them 
to Medicine Hat, Alberta, a distance of 450 miles, and 
there manufactured into a very ci editable and extensive 
class of cooking ware and stoneware, which has found a 
market as far east as Montreal. One pit shows 20 feet of 
clay that burns cream-white at cone 1 or below, to a clear 
blue-stone at cones 7 and 9, with a total shrinkage of 
1 4 to 15 per cent. Another pit reveals at least three good 
workable seams of clay, one of which stands cone 26 before 
deformation starts ; this clay can be used in the manufac- 
ture of low-grade refractory ware. This stratum should 
prove exceedingly valuable in the development of pottery 
and allied classes of clay products in the district, The 
other two seams burn to a creamy-white at cones 1 to 7 

with low shrinkage and absorption, and will prove suita e 

fur a general class of earthenware. To the south ; 0 
railway-siding at Knollys is a stoneware clay that 
to a beautiful cream colour, suitable for floor tiling, * 
The analysis and physical properties determined 1 
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Saskatchewan University Ceramic Laboratory show clearly 
the good properties of this particular deposit. There is 
v er y little difference in the chemical analysis of this clay 
and that of Roseville, Ohio, U.S.A., which supplies several 
large potteries, the Saskatchewan clay being its equal in 
every respect. 

The clays of this district can be won by the open pit 
method, and are favourably situated in reference to water 
supply, transportation and fuel. 

Clays of Ike Readlyn — Willows District . — These deposits 
are 1 50 miles east of the last. The clays are of the ball or 
semi-ball class, burning nearly white in some cases, and 
to a cream- white in others. They are less plastic and 
more refractory than the clays farther west at Eastend. 
For several years the Alberta Clays Products Co. has been 
mining clay in one place and shipping it to Medicine Hat, 
using it, first as a whole and later in part, in their sewer-pipe 
body. The upper part of the section exposed in the pit 
shows io feet of light grey clay, below which is 5 feet of grey 
and purple clay, and, still lower down, a seam of dark-grey 
purple clay, 3 feet thick. These seams should form the 
basis for such products as granite ware floor and wall tiles, 
insulators and similar wares, where a white body is desired. 
Other clays in the district are suitable for sewer pipes, 
terra-cotta, enamel ware and ordinary fire brick and stove 
linings. 

On another property, there is a section of clay approxi- 
mately 30 feet deep. The lower 10 feet is greyish white, 
somewhat stained with yellow along the cleavage lines, and 
with minute iron concretions distributed throughout the 
mass. A sample of this clay was tested in the laboratory, 
and, after washing, was found to give a better colour (light 
cream; than any of the imported standard ball clays, and 
it would prove highly suitable in the body mixtures for 
the manufacture of white ware and porcelain. Chemical 
analysis shows it tc be comparable with the better grades 
of commercial clays. The deposit represented by the 
sample examined is directly alongside the Canadian Pacific 
Railway and four miles east of Willows station. 

The mining of the Readlyn-Willows clays offers no 
: difficulties ; there is an excellent plant site and rail facilities 
are favourable, the flat general rate on raw clay being 8 
cents per 100 lb. Good water has in most cases been 
obtained by sinking wells, Where shallow wells have 
failed to supply a sufficient amount of water, a good supply 
will probably be obtained by deeper borings. The main 
lignite fields of the Province are within 155 miles by rail 
of the Willows field. Higher grades of coal from Alberta 
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will have to be hauled 340 miles, but lower-grade ljg n v 
occur within a short distance. * ltes 

Burning with high-grade coals from Alberta is COst i 
on account of the freight charges, but in one install 
lignite has been used in up-draft kilns for burning commo^ 
bricks, and, in another case, an inferior kind of %; t n 
has been used by applying forced draft. Tests have 
shown that the lignites are ideal for making producer ^ 
for power generation in a gas engine, and can also be u^d 
in powdered form for obtaining high burning temperature; 

Up to the present, the clay-working industry of Saskat- 
chewan has been confined to the manufacture of brick and 
hollow tiles. There are several common brick plants 
scattered throughout the Province, while at Claybankand 
Estevan fairly large plants are being operated for the 
manufacture of face brick, as well as a very fine range of 
dry pressed face brick, which compares very favourably 
both in colour and quantity, with any brick previously 
imported into the Province. 

Considering the abundance of suitable clays in Saskat- 
chewan, the time would seem to be opportune for the 
establishment of a plant in the Province for the manufacture 
of pottery, earthenware, or floor and wall tiles. 


RECENT PROGRESS IN AGRICULTURE AND THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

In this section of the Bcllrtis a summary is given oj the contents if 
the more important papers and reports received during the precedin' 
quarter, in so far as these relate to tropical agriculture and the utilisation 
of the natural resources of the Colonies , India and the Tropics gentry. 
It must be understood that the Imperial Institute accepts no respombihi) 
for the opinions expressed in the papers and reports summarised, 

agriculture 

Foodstuffs 

Sugar Cane.—' The results of extended research on root 

disease of sugar cane are given in a pub 'issued by the 
Researches on the Root Disease of p u S ar ’ f 01in( j that 

Department of Agriculture, Barbados ; of soil 

the. disease was not confined to any . 0 f t he island, 
but occurred on both the bkekandre and dying cane 

The fungus associated with freshly d«e^ed an^y 8 a(J . 

roots was either Rhxzoctoma solani or . P ^ ^ 


i solani or n. y * * ^ ^ 

vanced stages of the disease the basal port* 0 thesefuDg i, 
were found to be infested by f °" e c °L^was also present- 
while in some cases a species of Fusa 
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Inoculation experiments showed that both R. solani and 
K pallida are parasitic, while Fusarium sp. and Maras ~ 
ntius sacchari , another fungus sometimes associated with 
diseased cane, gave negative results. The last -mentioned 
was isolated from dead roots and was never found in 
freshly diseased or dying cane roots. The disease is 
favoured in the field by conditions due to high soil tempera- 
ture combined with a lack of moisture ; under the existing 
agricultural methods plant canes do not appear to be 
attacked to a noticeable extent by the disease, but ratoon 
canes under certain conditions are very susceptible. The 
following recommendations are made: (i) the planting 
of disease-resistant varieties ; (2) the planting of healthy 
cuttings from plants which are free from disease ; (3) 
suitable rotation of crops, so that the parasitic root fungi 
are forced to live saprophytically, thereby reducing their 
virulence ; (4) proper tillage and drainage, so as to provide 
good soil aeration and “ root room,” thus aiding the plants 
to maintain their maximum vitality ; (5) the proper 
trashing of fields of young plants and ratoon canes in order 
to conserve soil moisture and keep down the temperature. 
The publication contains an appendix dealing with the 
preparation of the media employed, a bibliography, and 
twelve photographs of the experiments. 

Tea. — Bulletin No. 56, Depi. Agric,, Ceylon (192 2) records 
experiments carried out to determine whether high culti- 
vation exercises a controlling influence on the activities 
of the shot-hole borer ( Xyleborus fornicatus) t a question 
on which considerable divergence of opinion exists. The 
experiments, which were of a preliminary nature, were 
limited to the application of manures, but owing to the 
magnitude of the experimental error, the results are stated 
to be inconclusive. They indicate, however, that the best 
results may be expected from simple nitrogenous manures, 
particularly ammonium sulphate and sodium nitrate, and 
also from the application of lime, while organic and phos- 
phatic manures have no beneficial effect. Potash in the 
form of potassium chloride gave a better result than that 
obtained from the best control plot, but where it was 
combined with nitrogen in the form of potassium nitrate 
this effect was not maintained. 

Bulletin No. 60 (1922), issued by the same Department, 
deals with the damage caused to the tea bush by the shot- 
hole borer. Numerical data regarding loss of crops are 
not available, but the general damage to the frame and 
the loss of branches through die-back is considerable. 
Lontrol measures are suggested on the following lines. 
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A powerful insecticide should be used at the time of 
pruning, and all the wood of the prunings should be burnt 
In flushing tea a further control of the pest will result if 
the branches which break when bent down, indicating th* 
presence of the borer, are cut out and destroyed at a suit, 
ably early date after pruning. 

Bulletin No. 54 (1922) of the same series, entitled 
“ The Treatment of Buried Prunings on Shot-hole Borer 
infested Estates/’ records experiments which were under, 
taken, in view of the widespread practice of burying pr UR . 
ings on tea estates, to discover a method of treating th« 
prunings to ensure the destruction of the insects and 
prevent their subsequent emergence from the ground 
Treatment with artificial manures or with iron and copper 
sulphates was found to be of no value. Of the simpl 
insecticides phenol alone showed any result, but in this 
case the effect was not marked. The best results were 
obtained with two commercial insecticides “Kerisol" 
and “ Agrisol,” but this treatment is too expensive. The 
conclusion is drawn that no artificial treatment of prunings 
to enable them to be burled wholes ale , as removed from 
the bush, can compete from an economic point of view 
with the method advocated above by the department, in 
which all the leaves and small twigs are buried and the 
wood containing the infested galleries burnt. 

The Indian Tea Association have issued a pamphlet 
of 260 pages entitled, Factors affecting the Control of tk 
Tea Mosquito Bug (Hclopeltis theivora , Waterh.). The 
subject is treated very fully in sections dealing with 
the bearing uii the question of (1) points in the life 
history of the insect, (2) spraying, (3) climatic conditions, 
(4) variety of plant, (5) shade, (6) drainage, (7) cultiva- 
tion, (8) manuring, (9) plucking, (10) pruning, (11) soil 
conditions, (12) potash manures, and (13) the chemical 
composition of the leaf of the plant. The relation of 
the chemical composition of the leaf to that of the soil 
is discussed and various other points of importance 
are dealt with. The publication contains many tables of 
analyses, plucking records and diagrams. 


Rice. — Pamphlets Nos. 4 (iy22)and 5 ( x 923), entitled 
“ Correspondence and Report on Irrigation andCuitiva 
of Rice in Sierra Leone,” issued by the Agricii 
Department, Sierra Leone, deal with the 1 

tending the cultivation of “wet rice” to rep 
“ dry rice,” which until recently was the only 1 on 
in that country. The advantages of Bowing T ^5 
irrigated or swampy land are manifest in tne 
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obtained and the less exhaustive nature of the cron „„ 
th ? S f 1 „, E u pmS ° n n f ce cultivation in India were con 
suited, and the services of two native Indian rice cultivator 
were obtained to collect information on the possibilities 
of wet rice production in S.erra Leone, and to instruct th^ 
natives of that country in up-to-date Indian methods 
The report is the result of the senior instructor’s work and 
indicates that the swamp soil is fertile, natural irrigation 
satisfactory, and the climate of Sierra Leone well adapted 
to the cultivation of rice. It also shows that the present 
native system of cultivation i„ the Skarcy delta is good 
and that all that is required to increase the production of 

rice / S t , hat , the natlv f shou ld be induced to cultivate the 
undeveloped areas of swamp, and to this end be given 
security of tenure and freedom from unfair exactions 
The method of cultivation practised in Sherbro is however 
defective, and some time was spent demonstrating to the 
people of that tract the Skarcy or Timine method The 
natural conditions of the various districts, and the methods 
of cultivation, are discussed in detail in the pamphlets 
together with criticisms of social conditions whicYt in- 
Wwtvsit ^\z\x\X.xsx2\ 


In Bulletin N o. 59, D ept. Agric., Ceylon “ A Preliminary 
Report on Paddy Ply Investigations ” (JDec. 1922), are 
presented certain data collected during a season’s work at 
Anuradhapura in order to investigate (1) the life history 
paddy fly ( Leptocorisa varicornis) and 
(2) the efficacy of certain methods of control. The wild 
food plants of the insect were also examined, Panicum 
colonum and Cyperus polystachyus being the favourite 
breeding grounds. As regards control measures, hand nets 
pve good results. Winnows smeared with a sticky sub- 
stance gave equally satisfactory results, but ropes saturated 
with kerosene or smeared with a sticky substance and 
gagged across the affected fields did not prove effective, 
lushed sugar cane, placed on bunds as a bait, as suggested 
y Lefroy in India, was not found to attract the paddy 
and a like result was obtained with the Philippine bait 
insisting of putrid meat hung out in muslin bags. The 
J P or t indicates that much work remains to be done. 

!o Citrus Scab .-- Bulletin No. in 8, 1923, U.S. Dept . 

d ea l s with the causes and the control of citrus 
j . or verrucosis, the parasitic disease of the twigs, 
th c VeS an ° ^ ru * ts many species of Citrus. The leaves in 
s^early stages of growth were found to be the most 
half 6 ^ 1 ■ t0 • t ^ le ^ un § us > while by the time they reach 
an inch in width they become entirely resistant. 
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Young grape fruits are extremely susceptible to infection 
after the falling of the petals, and become progressively 
resistant until they reach immunity at a diameter of about 
three-quarters of an inch. Scab infections are likely to 
occur whenever there is sufficient moisture at the time the 
parts are in a susceptible stage. Under such condition* 
Infections developing in the hot, rainy summer months an- 
as severe as those occurring during the cool weather of 
spring or autumn. In the nursery, citrus scab can be 
controlled readily by occasional applications of sprays, 
such as plain Bordeaux mixture or a mixture of this with 
an oil emulsion. This treatment is also practicable for 
the orchard. Burgundy mixture is less effective than 
Bordeaux mixture, and ammoniacal copper carbonate 
solution still less so. Lime-sulphur solution and other 
sulphur sprays are also less satisfactory than Bordeaux 
mixture. It was found that spraying after the fruit? 
have attained a diameter of three-quarters of an inch ha* 
no effect on the control of the disease. 


Oils and Oilseeds 

Coconuts. — It is well known that coconut palms are 
most productive when they are grown on rich soils, in 
localities with a copious rainfall and within reach of sea- 
breezes, and that they grow most readily and naturally on 
almost pure sea-sand, impregnated with salt. The bene- 
ficial effect of salt on coconut palms has been shown in a 
series of experiments which have been carried out in Porto 
Rico, with a view to determining the effect of various 
manures ( Journ . Jam. Agric. Soc., 1923, 27 , 67 3 /- 
best yield of nuts during the first eighteen months ot 
production was given by a tree to w hich salt only had been 
applied. In experiments made in 19 21 check pio 
averaged 1 1 nuts per tree, while those that had been treated 
with salt yielded 45 - Sait has been found so beneficial m 
these tests that much larger scale trials are being ca 
out in an older coconut grove, where records have been 
kept of the individual yields of several hundreds oitr . 
for eight years. It is suggested that P lanters .™^ - ^ £ 
3 to 4 lb. of salt per tree per six months, distributing 

well throughout the roots. 

The leaf-mining beetle {Promecotheca reichei, 

much damage to coconuts periodically in certain £ beetk 
Fiji {Dept. Agric. Circ., Fiji 1922, 3 , 20. ^ 

chews the under-surface of the leaves and ’ patc hes 
between the two surfaces, thereby causing ^ P h 
up to 4i in. long. The development of the larvs is, 
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ever, checked by the two parasites, Elastnus sp. and 
Ckatostricha sp., which are generally sufficient to overcome 
an outbreak of this disease. 

Ground Nuts.— Four years ago the Cyprus Agricultural 
Department successfully grew a trial plot of ground nuts 
in Kyrenia and as a result several small private cultivations 
were made in the following years (Cyprus Agric. Journ ., 
j 92 3 , 18 , 13). In the present season in this district the 
cr0 p’ has covered 145 donums (48 acres) giving a yield 
estimated at 21,500 okes (27 tons), equal to nearly 150 
okes per donum (1,286 lb. per acre). With careful cultiva- 
tion the average yield per donum can be more than doubled. 
The Cyprus ground nut is stated to be mostly superior in 
shape, size and flavour to those imported from Egypt, and 
an export trade to the United Kingdom is now developing. 
This crop might be successfully cultivated in many other 
parts of the island, besides Kyrenia, where the soil is light 
and the water supply sufficient. 

Chilian Molasses Palm. — A description of this palm 
(Jubcea chinensis — J. speciabilis), which is indigenous to 
certain parts of western Chile, is given in Cotton Oil Press 
(1922, 6, 32). The tree, which rarely exceeds 3 7 ft. in 
height, grows slowly, and begins to produce about six or 
eight years after planting. The fruit is very similar in 
appearance to the coconut but is smaller in size. The 
palm grows away from the sea-coast and does not thrive 
near the sea or in salt swamps. The oil obtained from 
the fruits is rather different in appearance and in composi- 
tion from coconut oil. It has a sweeter and more delicate 
odour and is liquid at ordinary ten. matures. A nut 
weighs on an average 6' 36 grams and is composed of about 
60 per cent, of shell and 40 per cent, of kernel. The kernels, 
containing 4*68 per cent, of moisture, yield 68*4 per cent, 
of oil. The constants of the oil differ from those of coconut 
oil in respect of the saponification value (273*7), Reichert - 
Meissl value (8*8) ; melting point ( 1 1-1 2 0 C.) and solidifying 
point of fatty acids (18-7° C). The residual cake is almost 
identical in composition with coconut meal. 

Rubber 

Hevea 

Latex Yield. — In Bulletin No. 55, 1922, Department 0} 
Agriculture, Ceylon, Messrs. Bryce and Gad deal with the 
various factors affecting the yield of latex. 

In the experiments described, seed was selected from 
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No. 2 tree at Heneratgoda, which is famous for its high 
yield. No precautions were taken to prevent pollina- 
tion by neighbouring trees. The seed was sown in 
nurseries and the one-year-old seedlings were planted out 
at the Peradeniya Experiment Station in July ^ l2 
Tapping of the young trees was begun on April \ t jq 2 \ 
and none of them was found to give a yield as high as that 
of the parent tree. The conclusions as to latex yield are 
as follows : (i) The offspring of a high-yielding tree are 
not all high yieiders, but their mean yield is slightly higher 
than that of trees from non-selected seed ; (2) there is a 
smaller proportion of low 3 r ielders than is found amongst 
trees raised from mixed seed, and the yield is more uniiorm 
than is the case on estates ; (3) considerable variation 
occurs in the arrangement and distribution of the latex 
vessels in the cortex of the daughter trees ; (4) the pro- 
duction of a high-yielding strain of Hevea would necessitate 
rigid selection over several generations ; (5) yield is in 
close relationship with girth, number of latex vessel 
rows, and cortex thickness, the relationship being more 
marked than in the case of mixed plots, except as regards 
the number of latex vessel rows ; (6) trees of largest girth, 
though they must have grown the most rapidly in earlier 
years, did not show” the greatest increase in girth during 
the period of the experiments (April 1921-Jan. 1922); 
(7) there was no relationship between yield and girth 
increase during the period ; (8) trees of greatest girth had 
generally more rows of latex vessels and thicker cortex ; 
(9) when selected seed is used, the girth character can be 
used as a basis on which to select trees for thinning. 

Preparation. — With a view to ascertaining the methods 
of preparing sheet rubber practised in the Besoeki district, 
a questionnaire was sent by the Besoeki Experiment 
Station to the managers of fifty estates. A summary 0 
the information obtained is published in Archie} v. de 
Rubber cidtuur (1923, 7 , 47). The chief facts brought out 
are as follows : the amount of rubber in the latex is low , 
the latex is usually diluted to 15 per cent, before coagu 
lation, but most estates do not control dilution ve 
seriously; on several estates rubber is prepared 
using either antioxidants or anticoagulants ; there is a 8 
variation in the amount of acetic acid required to coag 
the diluted latex ; the processes of rolling, soa 
dripping vary greatly ; the type of smoke ^* 0US< '.K' S mou ld 
several rooms is generally used ; trouble wi ua jiy 
formation is not serious ; thickness and print ar 
good. 
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Smoking. — Dr. A. J. Ult£e, in Archie f v . de Rubber- 
cultuur (1923, 7» 60) gives an account of investigations on 
t he smoking of rubber. The extent of smoking is judged 
bv the percentage increase in weight of the rubber during 
t b e smoking process. This is known as the " smoke 
number.” The author is of the opinion that the “ smoke 
number ” should vary between 0*5 and 075, but if bisul- 
phite is added to the latex the smoke number can amount 
to ro without the rubber appearing to be oversmoked. 
Analysis showed that at ioo° C. not only moisture is lost 
but also some of the volatile constituents of the smoke. 
Some of the smoke compounds absorbed by the rubber are 
insoluble in acetone. 

The smoking of rubber sometimes increases the vis- 
cosity of solutions prepared therefrom and at other times 
decreases it. No explanation of this is advanced. 

Drying. — An account of the various factors affecting 
the rate of drying of rubber are given by Dr. de Vries in 
the Archie} v. de Rubber cultuur (1923, 7, 95). It has 
already been shown by different investigators that the 
following factors retard drying : soaking the coagulum 
in water ; strongly pressing the coagulum ; overmilling 
the coagulum ; spontaneous coagulation ; keeping the 
coagulum before milling ; coagulation by alcohol or heat ; 
adding sodium sulphite or bisulphite to the latex ; use of 
brackish water to dilute the latex ; and coagulation by 
means of alum. In further experiments it has been found 
that the following factors decrease the time of drying : 
keeping freshly rolled sheet in alcohol or dilute formalin ; 
keeping the freshly rolled coagulum in coal gas or carbon 
dioxide, and using dilute latex. On the other hand the 
time of drying is increased by keeping the coagulum in 
water, in 1 per cent, solutions of acetic acid, chinosol or 
caustic soda, or in a 5 per cent, solution of sodium sulphite 
or bisulphite. Micro-organisms are stated to exert an 
important influence on the time of drying. The quantity 
of hygroscopic substances present was found to influence 
the amount of moisture in the air-dry rubber but not the 
rate of drying. The cause of variation in drying time is 
thought to be due to variations in the physical structure 
of the whole mass of rubber and not to the formation of 
an impervious surface layer. 

Brown Root Disease. — A preliminary account of obser- 
vations on the fungi causing “ brown root ” disease is 
given by A. Sharpies in the Malayan Agric. Journ. (19 22, 
10, 18 1). It is shown, from descriptions of the disease 
given by Petch and by Butler, that the characteristic 
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symptom is an encrusting mass of earth and stems on t] 
roots, intermingled with brown threads. The autho° 
was able to show that there are three fungi associated 
with brown root disease. It is suggested that the symn- 
toms characterising the disease in its varied hosts are 
produced by all three fungi, which although different 
morphologically, resemble one another in possessing hypha 
capable of secreting mucilage when brought into contact 
with water. 

Fibres 

Jute. — It is stated in the Review of Agricultural Opera- 
tions in India , 1921-22, that owing to the trade depression 
throughout the world due to post-war conditions the area 
devoted to jute in North-East India in 1921-22 was only 
1,515,000 acres as compared with 2,509,000 acres in the 
preceding year. The estimated yield was 3,982,000 bales 
of 400 lb. as against 5,885,000 bales in 1920-21. The 
yield per acre was 1 1 3 lb. greater than in 1 920-2 1 ,but 145 lb. 
lower than the average of the previous ten years. 

There are two species of jute {Cor chorus capsularis and 
C. olitorius) cultivated in India, and the Bengal Agricub 
tural Department has successfully isolated superior yield- 
ing strains of both of them. The non-chlorotic C. cap- 
sularis races R 85 and D 154, isolated from the Kakya 
Bombai variety, are still the highest-yielding forms, and 
this fact, together with the excellent quality of the seed 
produced by the Agricultural Department, has rendered 
them very popular among the cultivators. Two new 
races, Dzy, a pure line selection, and Dhal x Kg, a hybrid, 
have been tested on a large scale and have given yields 
as high as those of the varieties mentioned above. The 
Chinsura Green variety of C. olitorius again showed itself 
to belong to a separate class. 

Selection and cross-breeding work is being continued 
and all the selections are now made on the basis of the 
absence of chlorosis as one characteristic, and the result 
is evident in the extraordinary growths made even in an 
unfavourable season by non-chlorotic cultures. It has 
been found that a non-chlorotic race can be sown on suit- 
able land a month later than a chlorotic race and can 
therefore be grown over a much wider area than the latter. 
The work has thus succeeded beyond expectation m ex- 
panding the potential jute-growing tract. , 

Rotational and manurial trials have given a fur e 
striking demonstration of the beneficial effect of 
phosphate and potash on jute grown on the arid re s 
of Eastern Bengal (cf. this Bulletin, 1 9 1 7^ 
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In Assam the Kakya Bombai selection has proved 
definitely superior to all the local varieties. 

In the United Provinces 97 acres were devoted to jute 
in the Ganjar tract in the 1921 season ; the conditions in 
this region resemble those of large areas of Bengal. About 
6,150 lb. of seed and 24,600 lb. of fibre were produced. 
Further development has since taken place in this area. 

Paper-making Materials 

Bagasse and Sugar-cane Tops. — In an appendix to 
Bulletin No. 25 (i9 2 3) of the Institute of Science and 
Industry of the Commonwealth of Australia on “ The 
Manufacture of Pulp and Paper from Australian Woods ” 
(see p. 492) reference is made to the possibility of utilising 
Oueensland bagasse and sugar-cane tops for paper-pulp 
manufacture. It is well known that bagasse furnishes a 
useful pulp, but its employment for the purpose is limited 
by certain economic factors. At present the whole of the 
bagasse produced in Queensland is utilised as fuel and its 
cost to the pulp-maker would be proportional to the price 
paid for coal delivered at the mills. It is estimated that 
if the latter could be obtained at 35s. per ton, the millers 
would charge ios.-I2s. per ton ex mill for the bagasse 
(containing about 45 per cent, of moisture). 

As sugar milling is carried on during part of the year 
only, whilst a pulping industry is normally continued 
throughout the year, provision would have to be made 
for the storage of the bagasse for about 100 da} T s between 
the end of one milling season and the beginning of the 
next. Considerable space would be required for the 
storage of the material and difficulty would be experienced 
owing to the liability of the bagasse to undergo fermenta- 
tion. This difficulty might be overcome to some extent 
by air-drying and baling the material. On taking into 
consideration these and other factors affecting the cost of 
production and transport of the pulp, it is concluded that 
the bagasse would have to be available at 55. per ton in 
order to be able to compete with other materials. On 
the whole, it is considered that the possibility of using 
bagasse for the manufacture of paper-pulp would be 
confined to mills which crush not less than 60,000 tons of 
cane per season and which can profit ably substitute coal 
or other fuel for the bagasse and afford "to sell the latter 
at not more than 5s-. per ton. 

Experiments carried out by the Institute of Science and 
Industry regarding the suitability of cane-tops for paper- 
making have shown that the leaves are useless as they 
contain very little fibre, but that the tops, after removal 
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of the leaves, yield 40 per cent, of air-dry pulp 0 f fairly 
good quality which can be easily bleached. This pulp j s 
composed of fibres of average length 1 -86 mm. and average 
diameter 0*017 mm * In or der for the manufacture of 
such pulp to be profitable, it would be necessary for not 
less than 30,000 tons of the green tops per season to be 
delivered at a suitable site for a pulp-mill at about 3s. p er 
ton. At present the tops arc burnt in the fields and it 
appears that the value of the ash as a manure may approach 
the value of the raw material for paper-pulp. It is there- 
fore considered that the utilisation of cane-tops for this 
purpose is not feasible. 

Cotton 

India. — An account of work on the improvement of 
Indian cotton has been given in the Review of Agricultural 
Operations in India , 1921—22. The area devoted to cotton 
in 1921-22 amounted to only 18,436,000 acres as com- 
pared with 21,341,000 acres in the preceding year, but the 
yield per acre rose from 67 lb. to 97 lb., the total estimated 
yield thus being 4,463,000 bales of 400 lb. each as against 
3,601,000 bales in 1920-21. The exports of raw cotton 
were 2,981,000 bales in 1921-22 and 2,074,000 bales in 
1920-21. 

A prominent feature of the operations of the year 
under review is the work of the Indian Central Cotton 
Committee. The Committee has directed its attention to 
the improvement of the conditions of marketing and the 
prevention of abuses which in the past have been largely 
responsible for unsatisfactory market organisation, and 
has made recommendations regarding the restriction of 
transport in order to protect areas growing superior 
varieties from the importation of inferior kinds ana the 
consequent admixture of the different types. The Com- 
mittee has also made suggestions regarding the bettei 
regulation of gins and presses and has taken an active 
part in the establishment of co-operative market associa- 
tions. A definite scheme has been formulated for techno- 
logical research, including (1) the testing of new cottons 
for the Agricultural Departments; (2) the study or tne 
characters of the various Indian cottons with a view 0 
eventually providing a sound basis for trade classification , 
and (3) investigations into the relation between tn 
physical characters of Indian cottons and their spin b 
characteristics. In order to raise the necessary tunas 10 
carrying on this research work, the Central Cot * 
mittee has proposed the levy of a cess of 4 annas pe 
on cotton exported from British India by sea 
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cotton consumed in the Indian mills. These recommenda- 
tions have been accepted by the Government of India 
and it is contemplated that a small technological re- 
search department will be started in Bombay. Another 
direction in which the Committee has shown activity is 
in the establishment of an information bureau for "the 
collection and distribution of commercial and agricultural 
information relating to cotton. 

Provincial Cotton Committees have been formed in 
all the cotton-growing Provinces, with the exception of 
Bombay, where a scheme for Divisional Committees is 
under consideration, and local cotton committees have 
been established in Madras. These committees form a 
link between the Central Cotton Committee and the 
Provinces and provide the Central Committee with local 
information. These various committees will be of the 
greatest importance in connection with the measures now 
being taken for the checking of adulteration and the 
improvement of marketing. 

Bombay . — Efforts have been made during recent years 
to isolate pure strains of cotton and to introduce them 
into general cultivation, and considerable success has 
been achieved in the long staple areas of Southern Gujerat 
(Surat- Broach tract) and in the Southern Mahratta country 
(Kumpta-Dharwar tract). 

The degeneration of the Broach crop, due to the 
spread of the inferior “ goghari " cotton and the im- 
portation of short-stapled cottons for mixing, had pro- 
ceeded to such an extent that in 1920 the Cotton Contracts 
Board found it necessary to exclude Broach from the 
staple cotton contract. Efforts were first directed to 
the production of pure types of Surat cotton and these 
types have been systematically distributed from the 
central farm at Surat, so that the Agricultural Department 
now controls 1 8,000 acres of private seed farms which are 
supplied with seed and regularly inspected and rogued. 
Special auction sales have been organised for cotton from 
these areas and the growers have obtained satisfactory 
prices for their crops, A keen demand has arisen for the 
seed, and for the 1922 season the Department issued 
sufficient for planting 200,000 acres and it was estimated 
that a further 200,000 acres would be planted with un- 
controlled seed of the same selection. The “ goghari " 
has now been largely eliminated from the Surat crop, and 
reports from trade sources have confirmed the view that 
great progress has been made in the re-establishment of 
Surat cotton. Encouraging results have also been attained 
111 north of the Broach district. 
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In the Kumpta-Dharwar tract, the Agricultural Depart 
ment has established on a large scale improved types of 
Kumpta cotton (Dharvvar I and Dharwar III) and an 
American Upland selection (Gadag I). A supply of seed 
is produced at the Department's farms sufficient to plant 

10.000 acres of each variety and further extension is 
effected by co-operative seed societies and co-operative 
sale societies. In 1922 an area of 35,500 acres was 
planted with Gadag I, 38,000 acres with Dharwar I, and 

5.000 acres with Dharwar III. Plant-breeding work is 
still in progress, and it is anticipated that even better 
types will be secured. 

In Khandesh, the isolation of pure strains from the 
local short-stapled cotton ( Gossypium neglectum var, 
roseum) is in progress, and it is hoped that by a similar 
organisation to that in Gujerat a marked improvement 
in the Khandesh cotton will result. 

Sind. — The area devoted to American cotton in Sind 
was about 7,000 acres in 1920-21 as compared with 3,000 
acres in the preceding year. It has already been shown 
that Sind possesses better possibilities than any other part 
of India for the cultivation of long-stapled cotton under 
irrigation. A strain of native Sind cotton has been 
obtained by selection which yields 16J per cent, more 
lint per acre than ordinary Sind cotton. The question of 
future cotton research in Sind will depend on the decision 
reached regarding the construction of the Sukkur Barrage 
and the extension of canal irrigation (see this Bulletin, 
1919, 17 , 384). 

Madras. — Work on the introduction of improved 
varieties into the Madras Presidency has been continued. 
In the “ Northerns " tracts, a white cotton of good length 
and strength has been evolved from the local mixture. 
Seed of this strain, known as “ Nandyal 14," has been 
distributed in the Kurnool District in quantity sufficient 
to plant 8,500 acres. It yields 25 lb. of seed-cotton per 
acre more than the local cotton and is expected to realise 
a premium of Rs. 50 per bale. 

In the “ Westerns ” tracts seed of an improved strain 
of the local cotton, termed “ Hagari 25,” has been dis- 
tributed for planting 12,800 acres in the Bellary District. 
This strain yields 1 3 lb. of seed-cotton per acre more than 
the local mixture and commands a premium of Rs.13 P er 
bale. , * 

In the Tinnevelly tract, improved types ot Kar 
ganni," known as “ Company ” cottons (this Bullet » 
1919, 17 , 394), have been planted on 200,000 acres in 
districts of Madura, Ramnad and Tinnevelly. Comp ) 
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cotton is also replacing rain-grown Cambodia and Uppam 
on the dry lands of Coimbatore as it is found to give a 
better yield. Seed for 4,000 acres was distributed by the 
Agricultural Department in the Coimbatore District ; the 
actual area planted with Company cotton in this district is 
estimated at between 80,000 and 160,000 acres yielding 
from 20 ,000 to 40 ,000 ba les of 400 lb. — 1 ^ 

Cambodia cotton, a type of American Upland obtained 
from Cambodia, is grown on 118,513 acres, comprising 
2,800 acres in Salem, 87,300 acres in Coimbatore, 1,730 
acres in Trichinopoly, 9,000 acres in Madura, 14,556 acres 
in Ramnad, and 3,127 acres in Tinnevelly. It is culti- 
vated mainly on land which has previously yielded pre- 
carious crops of rice, on favourably situated dry land and 
on garden lands where it has been introduced into the 
rotation of crops. Improved strains are grown on 1,500 
acres in Salem, 20,000 acres in Coimbatore, and 1000 
acres in Trichinopoly, and yield 25 lb. of seed-cotton per 
acre more than ordinary Cambodia of good staple. 

Considerable difficulty is experienced in Madras owing 
to the importation of inferior cotton for mixing, and unless 
this practice is checked much of the Agricultural Depart- 
ment’s work will be rendered useless. 

The Cotton Specialist is endeavouring to improve 
Cambodia cotton by selection, and the inheritance of char- 
acters in crosses of G. neglectxtm roseum and G, indicum is 
also being studied. 

Punjab . I he area devoted to Pun jab- American cotton 
has declined during recent years but still amounts to about 
500,000 acres. The yield in 1919 was unsatisfactory, but 
an improved yield in 1920 encouraged sowing for 1921. 
In that year, however, the crop in the greater part of the 
canal colonics was again unsatisfactory owing to causes 
much are not fully understood. This constitutes one of 
the most important cotton problems of India at the present 
time as Punjab-Arnrrican is the most conspicuous example 
01 the replacement of a short-stapled cotton by one with 
? en S*m of about 1 inch. A more recent selection, 285 F, 
has shown great promise on the Lower Bari Doab Canal, 
u t it is not yet established that it will prove suitable 
lor the Lyallpur District. 

United Provinces. — The area devoted to the Cawnpore- 
mcncan cotton, known as CA9, in 1921-22 was restricted 
„ t0 ^ ac k an adequate supply of canal water, 
a r am cmnted to 5,131 acres, as compared with 3,380 
A P rev * ous y^r and 8,100 acres in 1919. 

IN een demand has arisen for the pure line selection, 
> r om the native Bundelkhand cottons. This cotton 
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is of l in. staple and, although inferior to American i n 
spinning value, it is greatly superior to the local kind 
which has a length of only g in. It was originally intended 
for Bundelkhand but will probably be grown extensively 
in the Lower Doab. 

In the Muttra District good results have been obtained 
with the “ Raya ” selection from the hybrid K22 (this 
Bulletin, 1919, 7, 178), and seed for about 1,000 acres 
has been distributed in the vicinity of the Raya cotton 
farm. Research work on Mendelian lines and the exami- 
nation of cottons collected in the cotton survey are be in? 
continued, and proposals for a special cotton research 
section are under consideration. 

Central Provinces and Berar — Owing to the gradual 
disappearance of the longer-stapled cottons of the local 
mixture, the bulk of the Central Provinces cotton is now 
little better than Bengals. The seed distributed is still 
mainly of the roseum type and sufficient for 300,000 acres 
was issued for the 192.2-23 crop. The cotton known a? 

“ Sindewahi Cross ” has shown considerable promise and 
seed sufficient for 1,300 acres has been distributed. Seed 
for about 1 ,000 acres of Buri cotton was given out in 
Berar , and Cambodia is still under trial in the Nagpur and 
Chanda Districts. The problem of securing a cotton equal 
to roseum as regards yield but with less undesirable spinning 
characters is being seriously attacked, and the Akola farm 
has been definitely set apart for cotton research work. 

Burma.— The survey of the indigenous cottons 0! 
Burma has made much progress, and the Wagale crop 
has been studied in more detail and several promising 
selections obtained. Crosses between Shan and Wagale, 
Broach and Wagyi, and Shan and Burma cottons are being 
further studied. Cambodia cotton is being grown experi- 
mentally in Sagaing, Monywa and Thayetmyo, and to* 
given promising results ; this variety has, however, pro\ea 
unsuitable for Tatkon and its cultivation there has been 

discontinued. . . 

Bengal* — Difficulty is being experienced m Bengal 

connection with the proposed cotton purvey as - 
districts do not grow any cotton on a field scale A t>p 
of plant has been found at Dewanganj, s » mllar t0 a 
described many years ago by Dr. Roxburgh as tl 
muslin cotton, and seeds have been secured. , Assam 

Assam.— A survey of the indigenous cottons 
has been started as a basis for future work. ^ave 

Mysore.— Two types of cotton (Nos. 45 “ d 9; wh ich 
been evolved from the Sanahathi crop o y These 
have been favourably regarded by cotton spmne . 
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promise a considerable improvement in yield, and seed 
has been issued for 250 acres. Extended trials of Dharwar- 
Amcrican cotton (Doddahatti) have been arranged for the 
1922-23 season. 

Baroda.— The Departments of Agriculture of Baroda 
and Bombay have co-operated for some time to ensure the 
establishment of uniform types in adjoining areas of their 
territories. The Bombay Department has supplied the 
Baroda State with the necessary selected seed and 22,000 
acres of a selected type have been planted in the Navsari 
District. The Baroda Agricultural Department has now 
two seed depots of its own and controls 300 acres of special 
seed areas. 

Hyderabad. — Efforts have been successfully continued 
in Hyderabad to replace the local mixed cotton by the 
Bani (Hyderabad-Gaorani) type. This crop was estimated 
at 420,000 bales in 1921-22, of which 343,000 bales (said 
to be pure Bani) were produced in the Nandyal and 
Parbhani Districts. Measures have been taken to prevent 
the transport of cotton from one part of the State to 
another for mixing purposes. The best Hyderabad- 
Gaorani is now one of the most valuable cottons of India 
to spinners and meets with keen competition. The 
market value of the crop is reduced, however, by the 
condition in which the cotton is marketed, which causes 
a high blow-room loss in the mills ; but it is anticipated 
that this defect will shortly be remedied by the establish- 
ment of new ginning factories. 

In the Annual Report of the British Cotton Growing 
Association for 1922 it is stated that a Company, registered 
under the title of “ B.C.G.A. Punjab Limited,” is operating 
the lease of about 7,500 acres near Khanewal in the Mont- 
gomery District of the Punjab. The rainfall of this 
district is less than five inches, but the land is irrigated by 
the Lower Bari Doab Canal. The estate is being con- 
ducted as an object-lesson to the natives in growing 
improved types of cotton and in cultivating crops generally 
by superior methods. It is serving a useful purpose in 
this direction as neighbouring estates are following the 
methods adopted and are asking for supplies of cotton 
seed of the improved types. The crops grown on the 
Company’s estate include 2,500 acres of wheat, 1,900 acres 
of cotton, and 700 acres of pulses. The cotton crop has 
proved a great success and large quantities of lint of the 
improved type are being shipped to the United Kingdom. 

Queensland, — In the Queensland Agric. Journ . for 
January 1923 is given an interesting map of the cotton 
10 
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areas of the State, together with statistics of acreage and 
production. In 1921-22 a total yield of 3,826,000 lb. of 
seed-cotton was obtained from 5,000 acres, the following 
quantities being contributed by the different districts*: 
Rockhampton, 800,000 ; Wowan, 1,500,000; Gladstone, 
80,000 ; Biggenden, 350,000 ; Dalby, 296,000 ; and Bris- 
bane, 800,000 lb. For the 1922-23 season, sufficient seed 
was distributed to plant a total area of 131,160 acres in 
the various districts, viz. Rockhampton, 25,213 ; Wowan, 
17,780; Gladstone, 8,080; Biggenden, 27,858; Dalby' 
27,529 ; Brisbane, 22,489 ; and North Queensland, 2,211 
acres. 


Malaya. — In the Malayan Agric . Journ. (1922, 10, 248) 
an account is given by H. W. Jack and W. N. Sands of 
certain experiments in cotton growing which have been 
carried out in Malaya. 

The results of the earlier attempts to grow cotton in 
that country did not prove satisfactory from a com- 
mercial point of view owing to the production either of 
a low yield or of a crop of poor quality. 

Experiments made about the year 1914 with Egyptian, 
American Upland and Caravonica varieties at the Kuala 
Lumpur and Batu Tiga plantations are stated to have 
given good returns, but details are not available. In 
1921, Sea Island cotton was grown at the Kuala Kangsar 
Government Plantation, but, owing chiefly to late planting, 
only a small yield was obtained ; the Superintendent, 
however, considers that the prospects for cotton-growing 
in this district are favourable. In 1922 Egyptian and 
Sea Island varieties were planted at the Serdang Govern- 
ment Plantation, but the results were unsatisfactory 
apparently on account of unsuitable soil conditions. In 
some parts of the Peninsula, Egyptian, Caravonica, Indian 
and “ kidney ” varieties have been grown on a small 


scale by planters. . , , , 

Small experiments have been made during the last 
two seasons by the Botanical Division of the Department 
of Agriculture with a view to the production of a sup? } 
of pure seed of selected Egyptian and Sea Island variet 

£' £&£££- 
^Ontta whole, it is considered that long-stapled cotton 

of good average quality could be grown in Mai J * tion 
a fair degree of success, provided that sufficient u uivation 
were paid to the best time for sowing and to the tro] 

and that systematic measures were adopted fo 
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of pests. As the insect pests, and especially the cotton 
stainer, infest other plants, particularly kapok, roselle and 
hibiscus, it would be necessary either to destroy these or 
to control the pests found on them in localities in which 
cotton-growing is to be undertaken. Experiments have 
shown that the best results are secured on light, well- 
drained loams of average water-retaining capacity and 
that intensive cultivation must be practised instead of the 
extensive methods now adopted. 

The best prospects for cotton cultivation are to be 
found in the eastern and northern states of the Peninsula, 
as these districts possess better defined wet and dry seasons 
and lighter soils than other parts of the country. 

MINERALS 

Aluminium 

India. — The bauxite deposits of Rewa State are 
described by Kaikhushru P. Sinor, the State Geologist, 
in Bull. No. 3 (1923) of the Geological Dept, of Rewa State , 
with special reference to the possibilities of establishing 
an aluminium-producing industry in the State. 

The principal bauxite deposits are on the Amarkantak 
plateau, near Amarkantak and Umergohan, and in the 
range of hills north of the Nerbudda River. Gneiss occu- 
pies the lower part of the hill ranges forming the plateau, 
while trap covers the whole of the plateau to a thickness 
of more than 1,000 ft. Between the trap and the gneiss 
are Lameta beds, which consist mostly of calcareous 
sandstones with chert and chalcedony segregations. The 
trap is in turn covered by laterites and here and there 
by rich beds of bauxite. Bauxite of high grade is found 
at Amarkantak, Umergohan, Chita, Miria, Harai and 
Mohodih, and the total quantity is said to be very large. 
Picked specimens of this bauxite contained from 62 to 
66 per cent, of alumina, but the general quality ranges 
from 51 to 57 per cent. Bauxite of lower grade occurs in 
large quantities at many places in the State. 

Sinor states that water suitable for generating electrical 
power is plentiful and conveniently situated, and that, 
alternatively, coal for generating power exists in quantity 
a ud is cheaply mined (see p. 527). The question as to 
which of these two sources of power would be the cheaper 
for aluminium reduction has not yet been determined. 

Barytes and Celesliie 

Canada, — In Publication No. 570, 1922, Canadian Dept, of 
mtes, H. S. Spence describes the Canadian occurrences of 
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barium and strontium minerals. The bulk of the Canadian 
barytes, being of the hard crystalline variety, i s at a 
disadvantage as regards grinding and bleaching compared 
with the soft material extensively mined in Missouri 
U.S.A. Numerous mills have been operated in Canada at 
various times, but a large industry has never been estab- 
lished on account of insufficient attention being paid by 
manufacturers to the exacting requirements of the trade. 
At the time of writing there were no manufacturers of 
lithopone or other barium chemicals in Canada and the 
only barytes mill which was in operation supplied a paint 
works at Halifax, Nova Scotia. The chief deposits of 
barytes are in Inverness Co., Colchester Co. and Hants 
Co., Nova Scotia ; in Sudbury and Timiskaming districts of 
N. Ontario; in Carleton Co., Frontenac Co., Lanark Co. 
and Leeds Co., S.E. Ontario ; in McKellar Is., W. Ontario; 
in Hull Co., Labelle Co. and Pontiac Co., Quebec ; and in 
the Golden Mining Division of British Columbia. 

Interesting facts regarding the preparation of barytes 
for the market and the manufacture of barium chemicals 
are given, including flow-sheets of barytes mills in England 
and the United States. 

No commercial deposits of witherite or strontianite 
(carbonate of barium and strontium respectively) are 
known in Canada. 

Only four deposits of celestite (sulphate of strontium) 
of possible economic importance are known in Canada, all 
of which are in Ontario, viz. at Bagot, Renfrew Co. ; 
Fitzroy, Carleton Co. ; Loughborough, Frontenac Co. ; 
and Lansdowne, Leeds Co. Of these, the first is by far the 
most important, and this deposit is now being actively 
developed. The celestite occurs in irregular, slab-like 
masses of radiating, columnar or fibrous crystals in brown 
dolomite (an altered Pre-Cambrian crystalline limestone), 
but at depth there is probably a true vein. At present only 
the clean mineral is obtained by hand-cobbing, but tests 
have been made by the Mines Branch, Canada, which show 
that the crude material can be satisfactorily concentra e 
by careful manipulation of jigs. A small mill has een 
erected to grind the celestite for use in the paint trade, since 
it contains so much barium sulphate as to render 
unsuitable for sugar-refining. 


Coal 

India— Further particulars of the coal-fields of 
Rewa State which are described in the Impena p ginor 
Monograph, Coal (1920, P- 55 ) are 8 lVen c 7 f 
in Bulletin No. 2, 1923, GeoL Dept , Rewa State . 
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No. 3 is the best seam in the Umaria coal-field, and is 
from Si to 13 ft. in thickness. The calorific value of the 
coals in Nos. 2 and 3 seams varies from 4,893 to 6,315 
calories, the lower portion of each seam having a higher 
calorific value than the upper portion. R. J. YV. Oates's 
estimate in 1902 of the total coal available in this field was 
24,000,000 tons as compared with T. W. H. Hughes’s esti- 
mate of 55,000,000 tons in 1885, but it is extremely likely 
that some of the Umaria coal seams extend up to the edge 
of the Korar-Kotalwar field, in which case the total avail- 
able coal would be considerably in excess of the above 
estimates. The output for the Umaria collieries from 
j 884-5 to 1920, inclusive, was 4, 5 52, 180 tons. 

The Korar and Johilla coal-fields remain undeveloped, 
but the latter possesses many advantages, and will prob- 
ably soon come into prominence. 

The area of the Sohagpur coal-field is given as 1,200 
square miles — not including the coal-field of Korea and 
Jhilmili, which lies outside Rcwa. Later developments 
than those described by Hughes and Reader in 1885 and 
1900, respectively, show the main seam of this large field 
to be 27 ft. in thickness in some parts. 

At Pakaria a large quantity of coal was quarried in 
1921, the total thickness of coal mixed with carbonaceous 
shale being about 8 ft. This coal weathers badly. Sam- 
ples of coal from the Scmra trial pit, north-west of Pakaria, 
gave calorific values ranging from 6,110 to 6,580 calories. 
Coal is being quarried at Dhanpuri, near Burhar railway 
station, where the seam is said to be 27 ft. thick, with only 
3 ft. of shale in the whole of the exposure. There are 
numerous outcrops of coal in this field, which vary con- 
siderably as to thickness, quality, accessibility, etc., but 
none of them appears to have been proved in depth. 

The coal-bearing formations of the Singrauli coal-field 
cover 900 square miles. The best seams vary from 5! 
to 8 ft. in thickness. The fixed carbon contents of the 
Naunagar and Parari coals are 49*42 and 52*72 per cent, 
respectively. 

The coal of the Rewa State may be described as a good 
second-class coal. The demand for this kind of coal has 
increased considerably in recent years, and there is every 
reason to suppose that it will continue to increase. The 
immense store of coal existing in the Rcwa State could 
be utilised in the establishment of industries which are 
ependent on cheap electric power, such as the manu- 
facture of aluminium from bauxite, of carborundum from 
sand and coke, of graphite from anthracite, and of calcium 
carbide from lime and coke. 



528 BULLETIN OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 


Copper 

Cyprus.— The following notes are taken from the R e +, 
on ike Cupriferous Deposits of Cyprus , by C. Gilbert Cullr 
and A. Broughton Edge (published by the Crown Aeentt 
for the Colonies, 1922). 

The winning of copper was an important industry j n 
Cyprus in Roman, and probably, also, in Phoenician times 
During the last forty years a considerable amount of 
prospecting work has been carried out in various parts of 
the island, but nothing worthy of note was discovered until 
July 1914, when an American syndicate, having syste- 
maticailv explored by drilling iron-stained ground near the 
Skouriotissa monastery, encountered a mass of high-grade 
pyritic copper ore, and since that date they have blocked 
out an important ore-body by further drilling and under- 
ground development. From the system of ancient work- 
ings found in the locality, it is assumed that this mine 
represents one of the ancient mines of Soli. 

The most important rocks connected with the copper 
deposits are the Idalian Scries (sedimentary and of 
Miocene age) and the dolerite (“ diabase ”) and pillow- 
lavas (igneous). Although no copper deposits actually 
occur in the Idalian beds, they are, as will be seen later, 
genetically connected with them. The dolerite is confined 
to the elevated central portion of the Troodos range. In 
several localities it shows copper mineralisation, but the 
copper does not appear to be present in economic quantity. 
Serpentine, which is intrusive in the dolerite, does not 
seem to contain any copper, but has some valuable deposits 
of asbestos, promising deposits of magnesite and small 
showings of chromite. The pillow-lavas may possibly 
encircle the Troodos Mountains, but their principal 
development is along the northern margin of the range, 
where they form a broad zone of relatively low foot-hills 
between the sedimentary rocks of the Mesorian plain 
and the dolerite mountains. These rocks appear to have 
been poured out on the sca-bed as sheets of submarine 
lava. They are usually much decomposed, and are 
locally coloured green by chlorite (terra verte of Malounda 
and other places). 

The important copper ores of the island occur at or 
near the upper surface of the pillow-lavas, where 1 ^ 
covered by the Idalian marls, and more especially e 
these overlying sediments are disposed in dome or an 
clinal folds. The deposits are found principally along 
northern margin of the Troodos massif. T: he PF* re> 
ores consist of copper-bearing pyrite ; chalcopynte 
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They are essentially sulphur ores from which copper may 
be recovered as a by-product, and are analogous to the 
cupreous pyritic ores of the South of Spain and of Norway. 
When the ore is pure, the sulphur content may reach and 
even exceed 50 per cent. The copper content is from 
2 t0 z\ per cent. ; or, rarely, where there happens to 
have been secondary enrichment, from 3 to 5 per cent. 
The ore is sometimes massive, and sometimes disseminated 
in the gangue (country-rock). At Skouriotissa the ore- 
body forms a shallow cup lying in a hollow of lava and 
overlain by a syncline of marl. Elsewhere, it may form 
a low dome capping a cupola of lava and covered by an 
anticline of marl. The marl overlying the roof of the 
deposit is in the condition of dark brown umber, but 
assumes its normal chalky aspect a few feet above the 
upper ore-surface. 

The authors conclude that the pyritic ore-bodies and 
disseminations represent replacements formed by the 
checking of ore-bearing emanations, in their ascent through 
the lava, by the mantle of impervious marl, which rests 
upon their surface. An analysis of a sample of the ore 
gave the following percentages: iron, 44*47.) sulphur, 
50*90; copper, 1*36; silica, o*8i ; aluminium, 0*71; 
lime, o*22 ; magnesia, 0-16 ; manganese, o-oi ; arsenic, 
o*o 1 8 ; lead, trace ; zinc, trace ; cadmium, nil ; undeter- 
mined, 1*342. The company working the mine estimates 
the ore reserves at 6 million tons. 

" Devil’s mud ” is the miners’ name for a peculiar 
soft crumbling material found underlying the ore-body in 
certain parts of the mine, notably on the 820-ft. level for 
some distance on each side of the No. 1 shaft. A sample 
from this level assayed 2-12 oz. of gold and 12*96 oz. of 
silver per ton. The material consists of 30 per cent, of 
soluble salts, principally of iron and copper, the remainder 
being fine slime and siliceous grit. 

The Lymni Concession lies in the foothills east of Polis 
(Paphos) and extends down to the shores of Khrysokhou 
Bay. It has extensive old workings, believed to be 
Roman, and large accumulations of slag. Modern ex- 
plorations commenced in 1882. At present the mine is 
being actively prospected by the Cyprus Sulphur and 
Copper Co., Ltd. The underground workings have revealed 
? targe body of rock, through which copper-bearing pyrite 
is disseminated. Westervclt in 1910 estimated that 
between the surface and the bottom of the Fassoti shaft 
(410 ft. below the old lake bed) there were 2j million 
tons averaging 1-25 per cent, of copper, and 19*5 per cent, 
of sulphur ( Imperial Institute Monograph on Copper Ores , 
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p. 46). Under present conditions this class of ore could 
not possibly be worked at a profit. 

The success at Skouriotissa gives reason for hoping 
that further explorations may reveal the existence of 
other deposits of a similar character, but modern methods 
of prospecting will be required which would involve a 
large capital outlay and considerable risk. The efficacv 
of such methods and the mineral possibilities of some 
parts of the island would, in the opinion of the authors 
justify further exploration on such lines. 

United States.— An article by G. M. Schwartz on 
the hitherto little-known and rare mineral chalmersite 
(CuFe 2 S 3 ) has appeared recently (Econ. Geology , 1923,18, 
270). Chalmersite was originally described by Hussak, 
in 1906, as occurring in the gold mine of Morro Velho’ 
Brazil, in the form of crystals associated with chalcc- 
pyrite and dolomite on limonite, derived from the altera- 
tion of pyrrhotite. Its occurrence on Prince William 
Sound, Alaska, was noted in 1913, where it exists as a 
massive mineral associated with chalcopyrite, arsenopyritc, 
pyrrhotite, blende, galena, gold and silver, in veins along 
sheared zones in greenstone. According to Bertrand L. 
Johnson (Econ. Geology , 1917, 12, 519), it is found at eight 
widely-separated localities, and, at one of them, it has been 
mined, together with chalcopyrite, for several years. The 
mineral has recently been identified by Copeland in a 
polished specimen from the deposits at Parry Sound, On- 
tario. Besides chalmersite, there are pyrrhotite, chalco- 
pyrite, magnetite and blende in a gangue of biotite and 
hornblende. In all these instances chalmersite occurs in 
veins which appear to be of the deep zone type. 

The recent examination by Schwartz of polished sur- 
faces of ores from Fierro in the Hanover district of New 
Mexico revealed the presence of chalmersite. The ores 
in the Hanover district are, in the main, of iron, with lesser 
deposits of copper and zinc. They are found in altered 
Carboniferous limestone close to its contact with a 
of quartz-diorhe-porphyry. The ores are directly con- 
nected with dioritc, and, according to Paige, are due 0 
contact metamorphism. The principal workings are 
Republic and Union mines, in which the ore carries muc 
pyrite and chalcopyrite, and may contain up to 2 perce ■ 
of copper. The ore minerals identified are, in or 
abundance, magnetite, chalcopyrite, chalmersite, p„ 
tite, pyrite and blende. Magnetite is by far 
abundant mineral, and occurs as granular masses or ► 
grains in the sulphide. Chalcopyrite is the most a 
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0P per mineral, and forms considerable masses, which in- 
clude the other minerals mentioned. Chalmersite occurs 
throughout the chalcopyrite, and is important from a 
commercial point of view. The iron cannot be separated 
by magnetic means from the copper, owing to the fact 
that chalmersite itself is strongly magnetic. Some other 
method of separating the copper, such as flotation, must 
therefore be applied. 

p eru# — A general description of the copper deposits 
of the lea department of Peru is given in the Imperial 
Institute Monograph, Copper Ores (1923, p. 201). Accord- 
ing to A. B. Reader {Eng. and Min . Journ -Press, March 
„i 1923, p. 578), the lea copper veins were known and 
were exploited on a small scale by the Incas and the Spanish 
conquistador es, but modern mining may be said to date 
from 1873. The three copper regions, known as San 
Jos£ de los Molinos, Canzas and Tingue, were worked by 
Narducci from 1 873 to 1 884, and in eight years he exported 
24,000 tons of ore, averaging 2 5 per cent, of copper. From 
1889 to 1902, and in four months in 1905, 389 tons of ore 
containing 27 per cent, of copper were exported from this 
region. Altogether forty copper veins have been partially 
developed and worked in the t hree districts of the lea region. 
The width of the veins varies up to 8 ft., and the outcrops 
of some have been traced for 2,600 ft. Water level was 
reached in the Adelaide mine, in the Canzas district, at 
a depth of 660 ft. Rich sulphides occurred at that depth. 
Sulphides are also met with in the Peru mine, in the 
Tingue region, and in the Azurita (formerly Narducci) 
mine, in the San Josd de los Molinos district. 

Gold 

Union of South Africa. — The farm Batavia in the 
western Bushveld, near the Bechuanaland-lransvaal 
border, was proclaimed as a gold mining area in May 1923. 
The Batavia ore-bodies are of the banket variety ( South 
African Min. and Eng . Journ., April 28, 1923, p. 14)* 
Two beds, about 400 ft. apart, striking E. by S., and W. 
by N., and dipping S. 3 2°, have so far been discovered. 
They each have a sandstone or quartzite roof and a shale 
or slate floor. The banket consists mainly of water-worn 
pebbles of vitreous quartz, from £ in. to over 6 in. in 
diameter, and some pebbles of felspar and quartz. The 
gold varies considerably in amount from point to point, 
a nd it is not known yet whether it is present in economic 
quantities. The banket occurs in the Ventersdorp system 
{South African Min. and Eng. Journ., October 28, I 9 22 j 
P^S 2 ). 
io* 
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India. — The occurrence of gold in the Chota Naen 
Division of Bihar and Orissa is described by E. E o 
Murray ( Mining Mag, y January 1923, p. 24). ’ ' 

The main features of the geology of the district that 
affect the occurrence of gold are : (1) the Dharwa 

Complex, mainly quartzites, slates and schists, with sil^ 
and laccolites of more or less metamorphosed greenstone ■ 
(2) gneiss, granite and granophyre ; (3) doleritic intrusives 
of varying acidity. All these are of Archaean age. 7^ 
auriferous deposits are confined to the slates, and consist 
of blue, grey and white quartz veins having small quantities 
of galena and chalcopyrite at higher elevations. Most 
of the gold hitherto obtained has come from a deposit 
situated near the southern edge of the Singhbhum granite- 
gneiss batholith (acid intrusive). The Porojarna mine 
on the hill of the same name, was worked for some time* 
The formation is quartzite, schist and greenstone, with a 
general strike of N.-S., and an easterly dip. The veins 
are mainly lenses joined by narrower bands of quartz 
running parallel to the foliation. Some old workings 
existed here. In a cross cut put in from No 1 adit, four 
veins were cut, carrying 14 dwts., 7 dwts., a trace, and 
28 dwts. of gold per ton over about a foot of quartz in each 
case, and a drive east on the fourth vein met with some 
very rich ground. The rich ore only occurred where the 
strata bent round E.-W. for 30 ft., and with a N. dip. 
The ore continued more or less rich to a depth of 55 ft, 
when the quartz died out altogether. On sinking, however, 
quartz came in again, but containing from 10 dwts. to 
1 oz, per ton over an average width of 9 in. The main 
ore-body was struck in the lower No. 2 adit, 149 ft. from the 
portal. The quartz over a width uf 3 ft. was worth 17 
dwts. of gold per ton, but some cellular quartz on the 
hanging-wall, which showed numerous specks of gold in the 
cells from which the pyrite had been leached, assayed 
42 oz. of gold to the ton. After cutting the vein in the 
eastern bend the No. 2 adit was turned west and advanced 
80 ft., when the strata curved to the north to resume 
their original strike and the quartz died out. Another 
enrichment occurred on this flexure, the gold content 
increasing up to 3 oz, of gold per ton over 24 in., against 
an average of 43 dwts. over 32 in. for the whole 80 ft. 
Stoping between the No. 2 adit and the intermediate 
level opened a considerable ore-body, which had a maxi- 
mum width of 18 ft., but gold contents were inclined to be 
patchy, and the average tenor of the ore did not exc ^? 
12 dwts. per ton. As the workings became deeper, 1 
value of the ore fell to 6 dwts. of gold per ton. Some 
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the specimen rock encountered in the upper workings was 
extraordinarily rich, and two parcels weighing 56 and 66 lb. 
returned 128 and 14° oz. respectively (an average of 
A'? $4 oz. to the short ton), but supplies of this ore were 
strictly limited. The mineralisation extended sometimes 
into the country rock, and a specimen of schist from the 
^ o # 1 adit winze contained numerous flakes of gold through- 
out, and some of the soft ferruginous schists just above this 
adit carried a gold content as high as 30 dwts. per toil. 
In many of the richer places some white quartz of more 
recent date than the grey and blue occurred, but it gave 
lower results and showed less visible gold than the latter. 
Small quantities of pyrite and copper minerals were found 
in some places, especially on the eastern bend, and these 
became more plentiful in depth. Of the 6,000 oz. of gold 
recovered, all but 250 oz. came from the Porojarna pocket 
(L. L. Fermor, Records Geol. Survey lndia y 53, Part 3, 1921, 
p. 269). 

The lenticular nature of the veins seems to be typical 
of the deeper zone of the ore deposits, and though further 
prospecting may reveal other rich pockets, Murray is 
of opinion that the establishment of a gold-mining industry 
of any importance in these parts would appear to be some- 
what remote. 

Canada.— An account of some of the later developments 
in the Goudreau gold area (this Bulletin, 1922, 20, 541) 
is given by G. W. Macleod in Canadian Min . Journ. } 
April 20, 1923, p. 295. 

The Michael property (4 claims) is near the north 
shore of Godin Lake in township 47. The gold occurs in 
quartz lenses in an extensive shear zone in a basic volcanic 
flow (Keewatin — pre-Cambrian), intruded by masses of 
quartz-porphyry, near which the best gold contents are 
found. The shear zone has an average width of 125 ft., 
and has been traced for 1,000 ft. Samples taken from 
all parts of the zone run from $0*60 to $19 per ton, the 
higher values being in the quartz lenses and the schist 
immediately associated with them. The largest of these 
enrichments has an average width of 7 ft., a length of 
100 ft., and an average value of over $8*00 per ton. Besides 
iron and other carbonates, the schist and quartz contain 
Pyrite, chalcopyrite and small amounts of galena. The 
gold is finely divided. The property is to be tested by 
diamond drilling. 

On the property of the Goudreau Gold Mines, Ltd., 
the vein at the surface varies from 1 to 10 ft. in width, 
and free gold is visible in many places. Two shafts, 500 ft. 
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apart, have been sunk to the aoo-foot level, and the vei 
has been driven on for 1,000 ft. Sinking is being con 
tinued to the 400-foot level. 

Besides the above, there are many claims with promis- 
ing discoveries, but on which insufficient work has been 
done to prove their value. There are two hydro-electric 
power plants already developed, one of wffiich can furnish 
2,500 h.p. and the other 30,000 additional h.p. f if necessary 
The present discoveries indicate the probability of another 
camp being added to the list of Northern Ontario's gold 
producers. " 

The Schreiber-Duck Lake area, on the north central 
shore of Lake Superior, Ontario, has been described bv 
Percy E. Hopkins (30/// Anrtl. Rept Ontario Dept . Mines 
1921, Part IV, p. 1). Keewatin (pre-Cambrian) rocks 
occupy a considerable portion of the area. The main 
portion is basic pillow lava highly altered to hornblende 
chlorite, carbonate, sericite and other schists. Inter- 
bedded with these are rocks of an intermediate or acid 
character. These rocks are intruded by large masses and 
dykes of granite, syenite and porphyry of Algoman age. 
The chief gold deposits of the area extend along the 
northern edge of this granite-syenite mass. 

The McKellar-Longworth claim lies 2| miles south of 
Schreiber. A large east-west fault zone, traceable for over 
two miles, occurs here. At least three veins carrying visible 
gold have been found in this zone. On the east, one vein 
strikes E. io° S., dips S. 55 0 , and varies in width from 1 to 
5 ft., the wider parts comprising quartz and schist. The 
quartz is milky and bluish in colour, and contains con- 
siderable pyrite, with some chalcopyrite, malachite, 
pyrrhotite, galena and a little fine-grained arseno pyrite. 
There are some shallow workings on this vein, and the 
quartz in places averages $40 in gold per ton over a width 
of 18 in. 

On the west is a vein in massive, red, porphyritic horn- 
blende-syenite, averaging 8 in. in width, of milky quartz 
on the surface, carrying considerable coarse gold and 
tellurides, with some cobaltiferous arsenopyrite, chalco- 
pyrite and pyrite. 

Between these two veins is a series of parallel auriferous 
quartz veins, the whole being 12 ft. in width, and one wa 
being quartz-porphyry. t 

About one mile to the N.E., a shaft has been sun 
40 ft. on a vein lying between a mineralised quartz-p 
phyry and a dark hornblende-syenite. The vein is ig 
fractured, and contains a large percentage of cnalcopy 
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and small quantities of molybdenite, galena and telluride 
in a quartz gangue. The ore is said to give favourable 
assays in gold and silver. 

The gold-quartz deposits of the Lillooet Mining Divi- 
sion of British Columbia are described by W. S. McCann 
(Memoir 130, Canada Dept. Mines, Geol . Survey, 1922). 
Most of the mining properties in the district are still in the 
prospect s^age, except at Cadwallader Creek, where there 
are a few well-established mines. The gold quartz deposits 
of the Cadwallader Creek belt occur as vein fillings in 
well-defined fissures in the augite-diorite stock (late 
Jurassic). There are two main systems of fissures, striking 
N.E. to S.W., and S.E. to N.W., respectively. The veins 
are characterised by frequent pinches and swells along their 
entire length. The richer veins display a banding or ribbon- 
structure due to subsequent movement along the plane of 
the veins and the sheeting of the quartz veins along what 
may have been lines of original sulphide deposition. The 
hydrothermal solutions have profoundly altered the wall- 
rock close to the fissures. The characteristic filling is 
quartz, usually milky white, calcite (subordinate), sericite, 
siderite, and dolomite in small amounts. Free-milling 
gold is found, associated with pyrite,arsenopyrite, chalco- 
pyrite (rare), tellurium minerals (e,g. sylvanite), and 
stibnite. Galena, blende and tetrahedrite are present 
occasionally. By 1921 the vertical depth of the workings 
did not much exceed 300 ft. The Pioneer mine is said to 
average 13*5 dwts. of gold per ton, and the King vein of 
the Lome mine is said to have yielded 1 7 dwts. per ton by 
amalgamation ; eight samples taken from the Woodchuck 
vein of the Lome mine gave 3*4 dwts. of gold per ton, and 
four samples of the King vein 6-5 dwts. per ton. This 
mine is said to have produced gold to the value of S 100,000. 

The total gold production of the Lillooet Mining Divi- 
sion from 1874 to 1918, inclusive, amounted in value to 
Si ,968, 500, but this includes a large quantity of alluvial 
gold. 

Percy E. Hopkins has described the recent discoveries 
at Rouyn township, Quebec, 1 2 to 20 miles east of Opasa- 
tika Lake (Min. Journ., June 2, 1923, p. 41S). One quartz 
vein (the Powell) on the Noranda claims strikes N. 30° W. 
a t or near a contact of altered mica-hornblende-granite 
and basalt. The vein averages 9 ft. in width for a length 
°f 500 ft. Pyrite is finely disseminated through much of 
the quartz. The Horne deposit on Osisko Lake has a 
similar strike to the last, is 100 ft. wide in places, and has 
oztn traced for 1,000 ft. The deposit is a large body of 
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pyrite, pyrrhotite, arsenopyrite and chalcopyrite, carrying 
gold, and lying in a rhyolite-agglomerate zone near Kee 
watin basic lava. 

Gold discoveries are stated to have been made in basalt 
at Pelletier Lake, and on the northern edge of the Temis. 
kaming band of fragmental rocks on the Kinojevir River* 
in Joannes township. At Lake Fortune, discovered in 
1906, basalt has been intruded by quartz-porphyry dykes ■ 
these have been replaced by dolomite, and intersected by 
veinlets of quartz and dolomite, carrying coarse gold and 
the telluride, petzite. A shaft has been sunk 130 ft. and 
a stamp-mill, etc., have been erected. 


Iron 

India. — The Iron and Coal Trades Review (April p 
1923 , p. 521) gives an account of the State Iron Works of 
Mysore, the distinguishing feature of which, as compared 
with other Indian iron-works, is the smelting of the iron 
ore by the use of charcoal. 

The works are situated at Bhadravati on the Bhadra 
River, and are connected with the Bombay-Bangalore 
railway system by the metre-gauge Mysore Railway. 

The iron ore is at present obtained 41 miles beyond 
Bhadravati, but the permanent source of supply is Kem- 
magundi, 25 miles south of Bhadravati. The quantity 
available is conservatively estimated at 4,000,000 tons, 
the average percentage composition of which is : iron, 60 ; 
silica, 2 ; alumina, 4 ; manganese, 0-12 ; sulphur, 0*042; 
and phosphorus, 0*045. 

The product of the iron ore smelting is a pig iron of 
a superior grade suitable for foundry purposes and for 
high-grade castings, 

Spain. — The iron-ore deposits of Bilbao, Almeria and 
Santander in Spain are fully described by R. W. van der 
Veen in Economic Geology (1922, 17, 602). 

The Bilbao deposits in the province of Vizcaya occupy 
the top and sides of an anticlinal fold in Cretaceous rocks. 
The primary ore is siderite, altered near the surface to a 
hard, red earthy haematite (campanil) , to a soft, red eartny 
hgematite (vena), or to a porous or cavernous hmonite 
( 1 rubio ). The last, the commonest ore, is the result 01 
removal and redeposition of the iron oxides in the upper 
part of the ore-bodies. Spathic ore (carbonato) also occurs. 

Analyses of average ore of each kind are shown in 
following table : 
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Campanil. 

Vena. 

Rubio. 

Carbonato. 


Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Iron 

. 52 * 7 ° 

56*80 

510 

38*0-41 0 

phosphorus 

. . 0*010 

0*015 

0*024 

0*018 

Sulphur . 
Manganese 

. . 0*014 

103 

0*016 

0*65 

0*040 

°*37 

0*20 

o* 7 

Silica 

• ■ 5*3 

6*2 

9.7 

6 - 5 -C -9 


The ore-bodies form irregular masses in the limestone, 
and are often of great size. Two of the most important 
lie in the Somorostro district at Trianon and Matamoros. 

These ifiasses vary in thickness from 33 to 1 30 ft., and are 
estimated to contain 160,000,000 tons of ore. 

The ore-bodies and also a number of thermal springs 
are found at the intersection of two fault systems, approxi- 
mately at right angles. 

The ore region occupies an area about 18 miles long by 
4 miles wide. The limit of the ore-bodies is not indicated 
by any sharp division except in the case of the “ rubio ” 
or redeposited ore. 

The iron ore region of the province of Almeria comprises 
two ridges, the Sierra Alhamilla and Sierra de Filabres, 
which form the continuation of the main ridge of the Sierra 
Nevada on the east. 

These ridges consist of crystalline schists on which rest 
remnants of the erosion of crystalline micaceous limestones, 
of possibly Archaean age. These are overlaid by strata of 
Triassic age. Both in the limestone and in the Triassic 
dolomite, iron ore deposits are distributed along fault 
fissures. Their structure resembles that of the replaced 
rock, but in other respects they are similar to the Bilbao 
ores. The primary ore here is also siderite, which has been 
largely altered to a haematite ore carrying about 50 per cent, 
of iron. 

The iron ores of Santander province are considered to 
be of a residual type. They are found associated with 
residual clay on the eroded surface of dolomitic limestone 
of Cretaceous age. The ore consists mainly of a ferru- 
ginous chert of concretional or oolitic structure. The ore 
is separated fr<">m the clay by log washers, and deliveries 
have averaged between 55*66 and 60*70 per cent, of ferric 
oxide with low contents of silica, phosphorus and sulphur. 

United States. — In Eng. and Min . J our n.- Press, April 
21 1 I 9 2 3, D. P. Rohlfing describes the iron ore deposits 
of the Iron Springs district of Southern Utah. In 1856, 
and again in 1874, attempts were made to work the ore- 
bodies, but without success. So far, no systematic develop- 
ment has been undertaken, but the outcrops indicate an 
enormous tonnage of ore. Most of the outcrops occur at 
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elevations between 5,600 and 6,700 ft. on three isolat A 
high points known as Three Peaks, Granite Mountain a ’ 
Iron Mountain. The rocks of the district are Carboniferou 1 
limestone, sandstone, shale, conglomerate, lava flows of 
trachyte, rhyolite, dacite and similar rocks, and quartz 
monzonite which forms the core of the three hills referred 
to. The most important of these relative to the iron ore 
deposits are the monzonite, and Carboniferous limestone 
the ore-bodies being found at or near the contact of these 
rocks, but in the limestone. The ore-bodies, \fthere thev 
are not obvious replacements, occupy former cavities or 
consist of an iron-cemented breccia. 

The ore is a mixture of magnetite and haematite and 
on the average contains: iron, 58 f manganese o. 2o • 
silica, 6-50 ; phosphorus, 0-20 ; sulphur, 0*05, and lime 
4*0 per cent. 

Lead 

Australia. — According to the Mining Magazine , Mav 
1923, p. 289, a strong lode of galena ore was discovered 
towards the end of 1922 about three miles N.W. of Zeehan 
Tasmania. In opening up this lode early in 1923, seven 
others were exposed. Since then another promising lode 
is said to have been found to the west. 

Two of the lodes have each a width of about 3 ft, of 
galena, but they have not been proved for any great 
distance. The lodes occur in a slate country, which is 
regarded as favourable for their continuance to a consider- 
able depth. 

Oil Shales 

India. — The occurrence in the Amherst district of 
Burma of three basins of Tertiary rocks containing oil 
shales has recently been noted ( Rec . Geol . Survey , India, 
1922, 54 , Part I, p. 29). The basins are as follows : 
(1) the Htichara basin, lying between Thingannyinnaung 
and Tawok, about 14 by 9 miles in area, traversed by the 
Mepale River, and entirely in British territory ; (2) the 
Phalu basin, extending to about 10 miles south of Mya- 
waddi, and lying mostly in Siam ; (3) the Mesauk-Mehta- 
laun-Melamat basin, lying mainly in Siam, but extending 
into Burma. 

The oil shales occur in synclinal basins, the lower beds 
of which comprise sands, boulder beds, and conglomerates, 
and the upper beds mainly shales, amongst which occur 
the oil shales {Rec. Geol . Survey India , 1922, 54 , Part 1 , 
p. 55). Fossil shells collected in these deposits by U e 
P. Cotter and J. W. Gregory prove the shales to be 0 
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pliocene age ; they are therefore the youngest known oil- 
shales of importance. The basins lie in Triassic limestone 

The Htichara basin, which is the most accessible and 
on which most work has been done, has been described 
by Gregory ( Mining Journal , Feb. 24, 1923, p. l4 $y A 
series of eight seams has been proved near the Mepale 
Kiou. At the base is a seam too thin to be of economic 
value under present conditions ; the next above it, the 
outcrop seam east of Htichara, is the lowest of present 
commercial value. Numerous pits, trenches and bores 
show a gradual transition from rich shale to material 
of no immediate value. It is reasonable to suppose that 
shale may be workable at a profit at Htichara, under cap- 
able and economical management, if it occurs in seams of 
not less than 4 ft. in thickness, and contains not less than 
8 per cent, of crude oil, or 22*4 gal. to the ton. The seams 
range in thickness from 4 to 16 ft. and the percentage of 
crude oil varies from 9 to 16. The oil is especially rich in 
lubricants, and its paraffin yield is also high, as is shown 
by the following percentages : light naphtha, 4 ; light 
burning oil, 13 ; heavy burning oil, 20 ; lubricating oil, 
43 ; paraffin wax, 10 ; coke, 10. 

The development of the field would require either a 
railway or motor road from the coast. The field is a little 
over fifty miles by road from Kyondo, whence an easy 
passage down the Gyaing River leads to the port of Moul- 
mein. Gregory is of opinion that in the early days of the 
industry it may be most profitable to adopt somewhat 
quicker and cruder methods of shale treatment than are 
suitable to a mining field near the great markets and 
industrial centres of the Western world. 

Canada. — The oil shales of New Brunswick are briefly 
described in the Imperial Institute Monograph, Oil Shales 
0921 , P* 3 1 )- Full particulars of those of the Albert 
mines and Baltimore areas, New Brunswick, are given by 
W J. Wright in “ Geology of the Moncton Map-Area n 
( Memoir 129, Canada Dept. Mines, Geol, Survey , 1922). 
The oil shale occurs near the base of the Albert series, 
which is the lowest known horizon of the Carboniferous 
system, and is correlated with the Calciferous Sandstone 
series containing the oil shale of Mid- and West-Lothian, 
Scotland. The Albert series may be divided into three 
zones : Zone No. 1, at the base, consists chiefly of coarse 
conglomerate grading upward into sandstone and shale, 
out poorly exposed in the Albert mines area. Zone No. 2 
contains five beds of rich oil shale interbedded with low- 
grade and barren shale. Bed No. 1 (the highest of the 
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series) is chiefly “ paper ” shale, 50 ft. in thickness 
Samples, taken in 191 3, from about 5 ft. 0 f the bed yielded 
36 gal. of crude oil and 39*5 lb. of ammonium sulphate p er 
long ton. Sample 29 of 2 ft. of poor-looking shale gave 
12*7 gal., and Sample 31, of good paper shale, 23-8 gal. 0 f 
crude oil per ton ; 9 samples, representing 50 ft. of meas- 
ures, which belong to bed No. 1, averaged about 13 g a ) 
(extremes 5*6 and 21*3) ; 6 samples representing 45 f t ’ 
of measures, which appear to underlie bed No. i, gave aii 
average of about 20 gal. (extremes 17-1 and £2). Bed 
No. 2 is 4 ft. thick. A sample taken in 3913 yielded 4- 
gal. of crude oil and 57 lb. of ammonium sulphate per ton* 
Sample 32 of 4 ft. of platy shale, and sample 33 of rather 
massive shale yielded 17*3 and 16-7 gal. per ton respec- 
tively. Bed No. 3 consists of “ curly ” shale, 2 \ ft. j n 
thickness. A sample from the outcrops yielded 45 gal. 0 f 
crude oil and 48 lb. of ammonium sulphate per ton. Four 
other samples taken here averaged about 16 gal. (extremes 
1 1 *3 and 28 gal.). Bed No. 4 of “ curly ” shale, is mostly 

ft. thick. A sample from the outcrop yielded 52 gal 
of crude oil and 73 lb. of ammonium sulphate per ton. 
Another sample from the same locality gave i6’6 gal. per 
ton. Bed No. 5 (the lowest), of “ curly ” shale, is 3^ ft. 
thick. A sample from the open cut yielded 43 gal. of 
crude oil and 92 lb. of ammonium sulphate per long ton, 
whilst another sample from the same locality gave 26*5 
gal. per ton. 

The bulk of zone No. 3 is made up of barren micaceous 
shales with a few thin beds of oil shale of no economic 


importance. 

Wright’s conclusions regarding the deposits are as 
follows : (1) The area is underlain by shale, which varies 
from rich oil shale to barren shale and some sandstone. 
(2) Erosion has opened about 791 ft. of the measures, of 
which about 50 per cent, is exposed ; the richest known 
beds form about 3 per cent, of the whole. (3) The workings 
of the albertite vein cut the shales where they are dipping 
about 75 0 , and penetrated only about 380 ft. of measures. 
It is doubtful if these workings reached bed No. 1. There 
is no available information to show the extent of the five 
known beds beneath the surface ; hence any estimate 01 
the total amount of oil shale is largely speculative. 

The details of the oil shale in the Baltimore ( R ^ sc ^ a1 ^ 
area have not yet been worked out. Most of the e s 
(Albert series) are bituminous, but there are three zones, 
30 to 50 ft. thick, richer than the others, that st ? nd . 
low ridges, which can be followed along the stri e , 

. ™ ’ r. '"t— i .1 ^ .u Hvn miles 01 


least 4,000 ft. Throughout the remaining 
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the belt there are beds of rich shale which are probably 
continuations of the zones mentioned above. At several 
points along the strike of each of the zones there is at least 
one very rich bed, from 3 to 7 ft. thick. No information 
is available as to the extent of the rich beds of oil shale. 

According to W. S. McCann in an appendix to the above- 
mentioned Memoir , the Ditrey Exploration Co., a subsi- 
diary company of the Anglo-Persian Oil Co., has been 
carrying out exhaustive experiments on the oil shales of 
the Rosevale area. A small experimental plant has been 
built on the West Branch of Turtle Creek, with apparently 
satisfactory results. In one series of experiments (20 
in all) an average of about 29I gal. per ton was obtained 
from the Wallaa retort as compared with an average of 
about 28} gal. from the Scotch tube method. The sulphate 
of ammonium, obtained in 10 experiments, varied from 
7*84 to 13*90 lb. per ton, the average being 10 1 lb. 

Spain. — The oil shale industry, recently started by 
the (French) Society Miniere et Metallurgique de Penarroya 
at Puertollano, province of Ciudad Real, Spain, is described 
by Etienne A. Ritter (Eng. and Min. Journ.-Press, Feb. 

1 7 , 1923 , P- 326). 

The oil shales are mined to a depth of 300 ft. in the 
Asdrubal coal mine, close to Puertollano. The chief bed 
is 6 ft. thick, and belongs to the Stephanian formation 
(Carboniferous). The shales contain over 30 gal. of oil 
per ton. The refinery covers 9 acres, and at the end of 
1922 was producing 3,500 gal. of crude oil daily. 

Petroleum 

Borneo. — An article by A. H. Redfield on petroleum in 
Borneo has appeared recently ( Econ . Geology , 1922, 17 , 314 ; 
cf. Imperial Institute Monograph on Petroleum, pp. 16, 
56). 

Besides the producing Miri oil-field of British Borneo, 
other possible oil-fields are the Belait district of North- 
Western Brunei, adjacent to the Miri field ; the island 
of Labuan ; the Klias Peninsula ; and the valley of 
Sekuati River in British North Borneo. On Labuan Island 
a thick black oil seeps from a sandstone, 723 ft. thick, which 
is intercalated in shales. A bore-hole drilled 391 ft. into 
this formation encountered a high-pressure flow of gas, 
but no oil. At Kubong Bluff a shaft sunk 20 ft. in 1879 
delivered about 12 gallons daily of petroleum of specific 
gravity 0*965. Petroleum seepages have been discovered 
m British North Borneo on River Sekuati. A shaft sunk 
to a depth of 35 ft. revealed, beneath 4 ft. of surface clay, 
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an oil-bearing ferruginous sandstone interbedded with 
shales. The petroleum is a thick oil or bitumen, containing 
a paraffin oil and an oxidisable substance of the terpene 
class. In the Belait district, Western Brunei, oil found 
in No. 2 well in 1914 at a depth of 1,820 ft. produced at 
the rate of 4 tons a day until June 191b, when it amounted 
to 1,500 gallons per day. The well was subsequently 
abandoned for want of storage. y 

The Koetei oil district, Dutch Borneo, includes the San?a 
Sanga field in the Louise Concession, the Sambodja field 
in the Nonny concession, and the Moeara field in the con- 
cession of the same name. The oil horizons of Sanga Sanga 
and Sambodja are contained in the £anga Sanga beds 
(Lower Miocene), which are composed of sandy clays, shales 
and impure limestones, 4,260 ft. thick. The Moeara beds 
(Upper Miocene) overlie the Sanga Sanga beds, and consist 
of light grey clays and sandstone, 2,640 ft. thick. This 
stage contains the oil of Moeara. There are several anti- 
clines in the Koetei district. 

The Tarakan district lies in the extreme north-east 
corner of Dutch Borneo, and includes principally the islands 
of Tarakan and Sebetik and portions of the immediately 
adjoining mainland. The Upper Tertiary in this district 
consists principally of light-coloured loose and poorly 
consolidated sands, alternating with well-bedded con- 
glomerates, white to light yellow in colour. Thin coal 
seams occur here and there through the complex. Five 
anticlines, whose axes trend N.W., have been observed 
in the district. Tarakan Island was first developed in 
1905. Commercial production began in 1907 with an 
output of 16,432 metric tons. The crude oils of Tarakan 
are of asphalt base, specific gravity 0*942 to 0*955, and are 
excellent liquid fuels. 

The production of petroleum in Dutch Borneo from 1910 
to 1920 inclusive amounted to 10,319,570 metric tons; of 
which amount, 6,781,531 metric tons were from Koetei, 
and 3,538,039 tons from Tarakan. 

United States.— The Alaska oil-fields are described by 
H. C. George (Eng. and Min. J ourn .-Press , December 30, 
1922, p. 1163). From a geological point of view, there 
are two areas in Alaska which may prove of importance, 
viz. the Controller Bay region, including the Katalla ana 
Yakataga districts, and the Alaska Peninsula area, wtucn 
includes Iniskin Bay, Cold Bay, and possibiy the Lnigm ’ 

' S The rocks of the Controller Bay region are interbedded 
shales, sandstones and conglomerates of Tertiary * ' 



AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES 543 

In the Katalla district, owing to irregularity in dip and 
strike in the formation over short distances, no definite 
scheme of structure has yet been made out. In the 
Yakataga district the most pronounced structural feature 
is a long anticline showing numerous oil seepages along its 
crest. The oil from the seepages of this region is a trans- 
parent paraffin-base oil of a green or red colour, and of 
specific gravity ranging from 22 ° to 26° Baume. 

In the Alaska Peninsula area the rocks consist of shales, 
sandstone and conglomerates of Jurassic age. Two 
well-defined anticlines have been located in the Iniskin 
Bay district , as well as oil seepages. Three broad anticlines 
have been found in the Cold Bay area. The oil from the 
seepages of this region is paraffin-base oil of a brown or 
black colour, varying in specific gravity from 14*4° to 22*5° 
Baum£. Oil seepages have been reported from the 
neighbourhood of Chignik, 150 miles south-west of Cold 
Bay, and also from a point 300 miles south-west of the same 
bay. 

Katalla is the only district in Alaska producing 
petroleum. The prospects for commercial production are 
good in all the districts referred to, and some large wells 
may be found in the Cold Bay district. 

Sillima niie 

In this Bulletin (1923, 21 , 384) a short account was 
given of the nature, properties and uses of sillimanite, 
and reference was made to an occurrence of the mineral 
in the Khasia Hills of Assam. Further information 
regarding this deposit is given in Rec. Geol. Surv. India 
(1923, 55 , part 1, 26), from which it appears that 
Mr. F. W. Walker was deputed in 1922 by the Geolo- 
gical Survey to examine the deposits at Nongmaweit. 
He found that the material in question, which had been 
previously regarded as corundum, consisted of sillimanite, 
generally in massive form. Four outcrops, apparently 
in pegmatite, were found, but the chief source of the 
sillimanite at present consists of boulders. 

Silver 

Canada. — According to P. E. Hopkins ( Canadian Min . 
Journ, f Feb. 9, 1923, p. 107), an important discovery of 
native silver was made on the Longworth claim, 1 J miles 
south of Schreiber, Ontario, in September 1922. The 
silver occurs in calcite, galena and quartz veinlets in a 
recciated zone, 2 to 3 ft. wide, with two well-defined 
vertical fault walls striking N. 20 0 E. An open pit has 
exposed two small lenses of 100 oz. silver ore, 3 ft. long, 

5 in, wide and 2 ft, deep. The largest piece of leaf silver 
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was about \ in. in diameter. Pyrite, chalcopyrite, chal- 
cocite, and probably argentite, are also present! The 
enclosing rock is an altered dolerite (“ diabase which 
has lamprophyre and aplite phases. 

The Silver Islet mine, in the Port Arthur district 
Ontario, which, from 1869 to 1884, produced about 
3,000,000 ounces of silver, was partially pumped out 
during the summer of 1920, for the purpose of sampling 
the roof and first level. Diamond drilling has been since 
in progress. The ore showing in the roof of the mine is 
largely macfarlanite with native silver, argentite, galena 
and blende. Macfarlanite proves to be an intimate mix- 
ture of silver, niccolite, smaltite, chloanthite, galena and 
blende, which is the typical association in the Cobalt area. 
The roof is 10 to 12 ft. in width, and consists largely of 
dolomite, rich in macfarlanite, blende and galena. The 
vein shows remarkable brecciation. It is estimated that 
several hundred thousand ounces of silver remain in the 
roof. In order to recover this without drowning out the 
mine, a ledge about 3 ft. wide has been cut in the wall 
so as to give a good passage-way the entire length of the 
workings. This will be roofed over with concrete, after 
which the roof will be blasted and the loose rock dredged 
from above (A. L. Parsons, 30//* Annl. Rept ., 1921, Ontario 
Dept . Mines , Pt. IV, p. 34). 

References to the geology and ore deposits of the Salmon 
River District, Portland Canal Division, British Columbia, 
have already been given in this Bulletin (1921, 19, 106, 
424). S. J. Schofield and G. Hanson have recently con- 
tributed a memoir on the subject (Memoir 132, Canada 
Dept . Mines, Geol. Survey , 1922). The ores are classified 
into three main groups : (1) a low-grade complex, siliceous 
type, with valuable contents of copper, lead and zinc ; 
(2) a silver-gold type rich in gold and silver minerals (e.g. 
in the Premier mine) ; and (3) a pyritic siliceous type with 
high gold contents (an ore-body in the Premier mine). 
The most favourable geological conditions for the occur- 
rence of ore in the area appear to be at the contact of the 
quartz-porphyry with the tuffs, in certain beds of the tun 
and tuffaceous conglomerate, and in the quartz-porphyr) 
sills. The slates in general appear to be unfavourable to 
mineralisation. . , 

The authors consider that the primary ore was deposi e 
in late Jurassic time, and that the native silver , polybasi e, 
pyrargyrite and some of the argentite at the Premier mi 
are probably secondary, whilst the sulphides rich m si 
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such as tetrahedrite, freibergite, most of the argentite 
and some of the pyrargynte are primary. They are also 
of opinion that the primary ore of the Dolly Varden mine 
Alice Arm district (see this Bulletin, 1922 20 ?8g)’ 
is of the same age as that of the Premier mine and that 
the pearceite, pyrargyrite, native silver and some of the 
argentite occurring in the ore are secondary. 

The ore-bodies at the Premier mine occur at and near 
the contact of a quartz-porphyry sill and tuffs, both highly 
sheared asd metamorphosed in the immediate vicinity of 
the ore-bodies. Both tuffs and sills are cut by a series of 
quartz-diorite dykes, striking N.W. 

Schofield and Hanson deem it probable that at the 
Premier mine the gold will continue to greater depths than 
the silver. This appears to have been proved already in 
the deeper workings and by diamond drilling. According 
to a report, recently issued {Min. Mag. t May 1923, p. 321) 
an estimate of the assured and probable unbroken ore to 
the present bottom level (about 700 ft. vertical) is 300,000 
tons, averaging 07 1 oz. of gold and 27 oz. of silver per ton. 
But below the No. 3 level (600 ft.) the average grade has 
dropped to 0-32 oz. of gold and 5 oz. of silver ; and six 
diamond-drill holes, cutting the ore-body to a depth of 
100 ft. below the bottom level (i.e. to a vertical depth of 
800 ft.), have shown a continuance of approximately the 
same milling grade of ore as that below No. 3 level. 

Mexico. — The silver mines of Huantla, State of Morelos, 
Mexico, are described by R. B. Brinsmade {Eng. and Min. 
J onrn.- Press , December 9, 1922, p. 1028). 

The country rock -a greyish-green andesite— is tra- 
versed by many veins, few of which have proved of economic 
value. The principal or mother lode of the district, which 
strikes N.8o°E. and dips S.70 0 , has been stoped at intervals 
for 2 J miles from the Tlalchichilpa mine on the west to the 
Peregrina mine on the east. At the western end, the 
altitude is 4,200 ft., and at the eastern end about 3,600 ft. 
The ore-shoots dimmish in length and frequency from west 
to east. Much of the filling consists of angular fragments 
°1 andesite cemented by vein-quartz of a white, red or 
green colour. The ore-shoots occur at the intersection of 
cross fissures with the main vein. They vary in thickness 
ro . rn 3 to 10 ft., and in length from a few feet on the east 
cna of the main lode and on the lesser veins to more 
nan 300 ft. on the west end of the lode. The ore minerals 
ouow veinlets within the vein, parallel to the walls. The 
c let minerals are bornite, tetrahedrite, magnetite, galena 
an ar S en tite below, with their oxidised equivalents above. 
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The ores are rich in silver, often, by sorting, reachin 
300 oz. per ton. The gold content is small, being usuall^ 
0*3 per cent, of the silver by weight. The richer ores are 
apparently due to secondary enrichment, but the primarv 
sulphides appear to be of fair grade, for samples from the 
pay-streak of the San Francisco ore-shoot, which is about 
1 ft. in thickness, assayed from 17 to 27 oz. of silver per 
ton and from 15 to 16-6 per cent, of lead. ! 

The workings of the San Estevan and Pajaro Verde 
mines occupy a long ore-shoot on a parallel veiei, dipping 
S.8o°, situated about one-third of a mile north of the west 
end of the mother lode. The lowest workings are on the 
Pajaro Verde adit level, which is about 650 ft. below the 
outcrop, and about 1,000 ft. in length. The Santiago 
mine, half a mile from San Estevan on the same lode 
has been stoped from surface to adit for a length of about 
1,000 ft. The stopes average 5 ft. in width, and show a 
well-defined foot-wall but an irregular hanging-wall. 
This mine has been developed in one place to a depth of 
about 400 ft. below adit level. 

Huantla is a very old mining camp, several of the mines 
having probably been worked by the Spaniards soon after 
the conquest, but, after water level had been reached, 
the district was practically abandoned for a long time. 
A revival took place about 40 years ago, when railroads 
had been built and heavy plant could therefore be trans- 
ported to the mines. Four companies and the same 
number of mills were in operation here in 1 895. From 1903 
to 1910 the mines and mills were gradually closed down, 
largely owing to the revolution, and at present it appears 
that little or no development is taking place. 

With regard to the possibilities of modern mining, the 
sulphide ores, which still remain below water level, contain 
so much lead and copper that they are unsuitable for 
cyanidation, and must therefore be concentrated, to free 
them from quartz, and smelted. Little smelting could be 
done locally, owing to scarcity of fuel and the lack of 
limestone and iron flux near the mines. Labour in Morelos 
is scarce and inefficient. Water power can be cheap!) 
developed at the falls of the Rio Amacuzac, 1 si miles north- 
west of the camp. 


Sodium Compounds 

Union of South Africa,— Memoir No. 20, Geoi SnrW 
Union of S. Africa , is a monograph on the Pretoria sa!t “P* ' 
by Dr. P. A. Wagner. The pan, which is situate a 
25 miles N.N.W. of Pretoria, occupies a depression °vc 
1,000 yards in diameter in the granite of the bus \ 
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encircled by a ridge whose sides slope steeply on the 
inside and gently on the outside. Originally, during the 
rainy season, the floor of the hollow was covered by a 
shallow sheet of strongly alkaline water, which evaporated 
during dry years, leaving the floor covered with crystalline 
common salt, thus constituting the most important salt- 
lick in the Transvaal, and a source of salt for human 
consumption. That the pan also contained valuable 
deposits of natural soda was discovered accidentally by 
a bore-hofe put down by Dr. Hatch in 1896. 

From geological evidence it appears that the pan 
is a sunken caldera, or bowl-shaped depression caused by 
subsidence connected with volcanic activity, distinct 
from an ordinary crater, and of similar origin to the 
Lonar Lake of India and the Crater Lake, Oregon, U.S.A. 
At the present time, the floor of the caldera is about 
450 yards in diameter, the centre of which is permanently 
occupied by a dark pool of soda-salt brine by reason of the 
excavations which have been made of recent years. The 
surrounding area consists of soft, sticky mud of a dark 
greenish-brown colour ; the outermost ring is made up of 
granite detritus and boulders and this overlaps the “ mud 
zone ” considerably at the surface. The inner brine area 
is prevented from overflowing to any extent by dams, but 
when this occurs the brine evaporates, depositing at first 
common salt and afterwards a reddish-coloured trona. 

The central part of the floor, below the brine, is occupied 
by alternating layers of mud and trona, called the “ trona- 
mud zone,” but a considerable amount of this has been 
removed to provide calcined trona for neutralising mine 
waters on the Witwatersrand. 

Numerous bores which have been sunk at various spots 
into the caldera floor disclose the fact that the mud is 
very much thicker around the edge than towards the centre 
of the caldera. The mud is interspersed with small 
glistening crystals of gaylussite (a double carbonate of 
lime and soda) and is strongly impregnated with sodium 
chloride, carbonate and bicarbonate, these being dissolved 
in the water with which the mud is saturated. 

Below the mud zone there is the gravel or gaylussite 
layer, made up of discontinuous permeable layers mainly 
of large gaylussite crystals interbedded with impermeable 
layers of saline clay, the permeable layers being saturated 
with soda-salt liquor under sufficient pressure to enable 
(t to be brought to the surface when a bore-hole strikes into 
R- The main supply of liquor is derived from the outer 
portion of this layer, and the liquid, which is of champagne 
colour, consists essentially of an aqueous solution of sodium 
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chloride (NaCl), carbonate (Na 2 C 0 3 ) and bicarbonate 
(NaHCCy giving on analysis in a typical instance 
NaCl 17*29 per cent.; Na a CO, 8*47 per cent.; NaHCo’ 
1*4 per cent. ' 3 

The author enters into a detailed discussion of the 
probable mode of origin of all these layers and concludes 
with an account of their economic possibilities. Numerous 
attempts have been made from time to time to exploit 
the salts in the caldera commercially, but until 1911 these 
aimed solely at producing common salt and # were soon 
abandoned. Attention was next paid to the trona layers 
but as the excavations became deeper complications arose 
which caused work to cease in 1916. The following year 
an attempt was made to work the soaa-rich mud, but this 
also failed. An elaborate plant was next erected to treat 
the soda-salt brine, but this again was unsuccessful. 
Then a boring compaign was resorted to and the gaylussite 
la3 7 cr discovered with its enclosed liquor. It was found 
that by suitably cooling this, the soda could be obtained 
as almost pure decahydrate. The plant was modified 
and produced about 3 tons of calcined soda per day, but 
this did not prove profitable. Eventually, a most ingenious 
process was devised by means of which all the salt and all 
the soda could be recovered. If the requisite additional 
capital is forthcoming there seems a good prospect of success 
attending this last project. 


T in 

Federated Malay States. — The recent examination of a 
portion of the Ampang Salak field for dredging purposes 
is described by J. D. Newsom {Eng. and Min. Jonrn, -Press, 
March 17, 1923, p. 485 1 March 24, p. 529). 

The Ampang Salak field, State of Selangor, is about 
4 miles east of Kuala Lumpur, and covers about 14,000 
acres, most of which is dredgeable. The particular tin- 
bearing lands examined cover some 4,000 acres. From 
12 to 15 drill crews were employed, and more than 3,500 
bore-holes were sunk to bedrock. The depth to bedrock 
varies from 10 to 100 ft., with an average of 35 ft* The 
field is practically flat and is surrounded by a range ° 
hills about 500 ft. high. The bedrock of the vallc> is 
limestone, much pitted and dissolved along fracture an 
bedding planes. The rim is granite. In the south-cas 
part of the area the granite hills give place to schis ' if 
limestone dipping under the schist hills. The cassi tQ 
varies fiom angular lumps, weighing about a pou , ^ 
fine sands which will pass through a 200 -mesh scree 
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the margin of the field the cassiterite is largely residual or 
angular. Towards the centre, layers of rounded alluvial 
cassiterite are found. Much of the area is swampy. The 
ground generally consists of black mud to a depth of about 
4 ft., below which are clay and sand. 

The preliminary boring was done on a staggered pattern 
putting holes at 400-ft. intervals on lines 200 ft. apart' 
In re-examined parts intermediate holes were put in so 
as to finish the pattern with holes in 200-ft. squares' on 
E,.W. and*N.-S. lines. 

Hand-drills of the Banka type were adopted, being good 
for depths of 100 ft. or less. The drill was operated by 
a crew of eight men. The average depth per hole per day 
was 25 ft. in swamfJ and 30 ft. in ordinary clay and sand 
and the cost (1920) was $0-39 and $0*32 per foot, respec- 
tively. Full details are given in the article as 'regards 
other costs, methods of surveying, plotting, mapping, 
drilling, sampling and washing employed, but the actual 
results of the sampling are not stated/ 

United States. — E. Steidtmann and S. H. Cat heart 
have written a full description of the geology of the 
York tin deposits, Alaska (Bull. 733, U.S. GeoL Survey , 
1922). The cassiterite-wolframite-bearing quartz-por- 
phyry dykes, intrusive in granite, of the Lost River area 
were developed during the season of 19 1 8, the results giving 
an estimate of 107,500 tons of tin-bearing dyke rock as prob- 
ably available above the level of Cassiterite Creek. Mill 
tests of the dump material from the adits show an average 
of 4 per cent, of concentrate, containing 62*33 P er cent, 
of tin and 1 1 *09 per cent, of tungsten. 

About two-thirds of the tin production of the United 
States has hitherto come from the Potato Mountain area 
of Alaska, where, thus far, the Buck Creek placer deposits 
have been the chief source of ore. From 1911 to 1919, 
inclusive, 1,194 short tons of placer-tin concentrate were 
produced on Buck Reef. The worked placers have shown 
an average yield of about 8 lb. of concentrate, averaging 
68 per cent, of tin, to the cubic yd. Some gold occurs in 
the concentrate. The bed-rock is slate, and the average 
depth of gravel is 5 ft. The Buck Reef placers seem to be 
f ^wo-thirds exhausted. Most of the streams NAV. 
01 Potato Mountain are reported to show tin, and deserve 
exploration. 

No deposit of lode tin in commercial quantity has yet 
een discovered at Cape Mountain, Ear Mountain, Back 
Lreek or Brooks Mountain. 



550 BULLETIN OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 


T ungsten 

India. — The northern extension of the wolfram-bear' 
zone in Burma has been described by J. Coggin Brown and 
A. M. Heron ( Rec . Geol. Survey , India, 1922, 54^ 

Yengan State, the most northerly of the Souther 
Shan States, has an area of 400 square miles. Fiv^ 
prospecting licences for tungsten covering a total area of 
8,000 acres had been granted in the State by the end of 
1918, and the following information concerting one of 
them is based on reports made by the geologist of Steel 
Bros. & Co., Ltd. The concession is about sixteen mile- 
due east of Thedaw railway station. In it are two main 
granite exposures separated by altered sedimentary rock- 
mainly clay-slates and quartzites. Numerous quartz 
veins, from a few inches to 3 ft. in thickness, traverse the 
rocks with a strike varying from a few degrees north of 
E. to N.E., the dip being northerly and generally steep 
The thinner veins often die out a short distance alone 
their strike and are replaced by parallel veins en echelon 
Close to the granite they contain wolfram both in the 
granite and in the sedimentary rocks, but farther away 
they become barren. The veins are said to be most pro- 
ductive when they occur in fissures at right angles to the 
major axis of the intrusion. The mineralisation is irregular 
and patchy and greisenisation is common where the veins 
traverse the granite. Molybdenite is associated with wol- 
framite in one place. Oxidised compounds of copper and 
iron are found in the upper portions of the veins, and 
appear to indicate the presence of sulphides below the 
zone of decomposition. 

There were small outputs of wolframite from the 
Mawnday State in 1917 and 1918 and from the Kyauske 
district in 1919. 
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The Pocket Guide to the West Indies, British 
Guiana, British Honduras, the Bermudas, the Spanish 
Main and the Panama Canal. By Algernon Aspinall 
C.M.G. New and Revised Edition. Pp. x + 479, 8vo' 
7 X 4 b (London : Sifton, Praed & Co., Ltd., '1923.) 
Price 105. 

The previous edition (1914) of this indispensable guide, 
which contains the best available general account of the 
British West Indies, was reviewed in this Bulletin (1914, 
12, 641). The past ten years have witnessed events of 
great commercial anti political importance in the Caribbean 
area, the most notable being the opening of the Panama 
Canal in 1914 and the transference in 1916 of the Danish 
possessions of St. Thomas, St. Croix and St. John to 
America under the name of the Virgin Islands of the United 
States. The outstanding event in the British West Indies 
has been the visit of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales in 1920 
while the more recent official tour of the Right Hon! 
Edward Wood, M.P., as Parliamentary Under-Secretary 
of State, has directed public attention to the present 
condition and possibilities of these interesting and im- 
portant countries of the Empire. A new edition of the 
guide therefore seemed appropriate and the present 
volume has been entirely rewritten to bring the informa- 
tion up to date. The subject-matter is essentially the 
same as in the last issue and includes descriptive accounts 
of the foreign possessions in the West Indies. The sections, 
however, have been advantageously rearranged and an 
entirely new set of maps, specially prepared for the 
volume, has been included, adding still further to the 
utility of the book. 


Bermuda : Past and Present. By Walter Brownell 
Hayward. Pp. xii + 242, 8vo, 7J X 5. (London : Stan- 
ley Paul & Co.) Price 85. 6 d, 


The book is designed as a guide for visitors to Bermuda, 
oix early chapters are devoted to the history and develop- 
ment of the Colony up to the close of the Civil War in 
America (1861-5), while a few pages at the end of the 
book relate the part played by the islanders during the 
late war (1914-18). Special emphasis is laid upon the 
historical relationship between Bermuda and the United 


Other chapters are given to detailed description of 
Bermuda by parishes, to literary associations, recreations, 
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resources, and method of Government, The book closes 
with a few facts that may prove useful to visitors and with 
a list of hotels and boarding houses. The map is clear 
and good. 

The book is most open to criticism in the chapter on 
the origin of the islands, etc. The author does not appear 
to be clear on the distinction between corals and molluscs. 
It is, of course, to the former as well as to hydrocorallines 
and calcareous algae that reefs are due. The reader is 
further left to imagine the part played by esmminutcd 
corals, foraminifera, etc., in the building of the ^olian 
limestones. Confusion is also shown between the terms 
“ barrier reef ” and 41 coral atoll.’ 

It is unfortunate that in describing the fauna and flora 
the author has omitted to append scientific names. This 
renders the book practically useless as a record of native 
plants and animals. To most readers, such expressions 
as “ black rods ” and “ bulky sea puddings ” among the 
fauna, or the* 44 life-plant . . . laden with floppers ” 
among the flora, would be meaningless. 

With the exception of these blemishes the book is full 
of interest and picturesque detail, and should be read by 
every intending visitor to Bermuda. 


Burma. By Sir Herbert Thirkell White, K.C.I.E., 
late of the Bengal Civil Service. Pp. x + 226, 8vo f 
8 x sh (Cambridge : The University Press, 1923.) 
Price 85. 6 d. 

This is an addition to the “ Provincial Geographies of 
India,” a useful series of small books which is being issued 
under the general editorship of Sir Thomas Holland. 
Interrupted during the war, the publication of the scries 
has again been resumed with this volume. The author 
has had a long and intimate acquaintance with Burma as 
a civil servant, and his knowledge of the country and its 
inhabitants has therefore been acquired at firs, hand, 
and in the limited space at his disposal he has given m 
a concise form a large amount of information about the 
country and people of Burma. The text is di^ed into 
twenty chapters and deals not only with a desenpuon of 
the physical features of the country but also 
administration, the geology, fauna and flora, the “ d the 
occupations of the people, their arts and crafts, ^ 
trade and commerce of the country. 0 f photo- 

printed and contains over eighty reproductions of p 
graphs, together with two sketch map. Appe^ and 
the volume is a bibliography of official P ubl,cat ^ ements 
literature relating to Burma, an 


general 
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relating to rainfall, administration and trade. A glossary 
0 f Burmese names and an index are also supplied ~ 

To the general reader interested in Burma as’ well as 
to the student of geography the book should prove very 
useful. 

Patrolling in Papua. By W. R. Humphries ARM 
with an Introduction by J. H. P. Murray, Lieutenant- 
Governor and Chief Judicial Officer of Papua. Pp 287 
8vo, 9 X Si (London : T. Fisher Unwin, Ltd. i Q2 * ) 
Price 2i5. ' 

The author has dedicated this book to the “ Outside 
Men of Papua/' the designation by which are known the 
magistrates and patral officers whose duties are performed 
in the least civilised and remotest parts of the island. 

The patrols here described were carried out at intervals 
during the years 1917-19 with the object of linking up 
the scattered Government outposts in the Gulf Central 
Mam bare and Kumusi Divisions of the Territory/ the most 
important being that from Nepa to Karema on the Gulf 
of Papua, and Nepa to Moroba on the Huon Gulf in the 
late German New Guinea, with a view to discovering a 
cross-island route from east to west. 

In his preface the author confesses that “ the book has 
no scientific value ” but hopes that it may be of interest to 
the “ man in the street." The work should certainly 
attain this end with those members of the public who care 
for books of this type. 

Perhaps the chief fault of the book lies in the lack of 
a good map. That provided is too small. Two maps 
one general and the other particular, as in the Annual 
Report of Papua, 1917-18, would have been more ser- 
viceable. 

The book gives a very vivid account of the difficulties 
besetting explorers in the little-known interior of the 
island. £he greatest difficulty is that of transport. The 
"y , 1S generally scantily populated, although Mr. 

v r nphnes found that beyond the Chapman Range in 
J . w Guinea where the Kwolum and Waria Valleys con- 
ain extensive areas of grass land, the population is 
comparatively dense. 

sav^°f reason opportunities of obtaining supplies, 
intpr r ? n ^i c ^ ance sago palms and native gardens on 
mn C f" u a r0l f tes ' are few and far between, and everything 
suited f Carried on men ' s backs. The country is un- 
avp anima ] transport. The natives are unfortunately 
rom acting as carriers, if not actually hostile. 
e greater part of the book is devoted to the accom- 
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plishment of the Cross Island Patrol. Mr. HuiriDh ■ 
is to be congratulated on the boldness with which he o ** les 
came the transport problem and on his tactful and ca/n 
leadership by which he brought his party to their ^ i 
without loss of life, 

Mr. Humphries does no more than hint at econo * 
questions. The Lakekamu goldfields at the tirne^f 
writing were almost a thing of the past. Of other mineral! 
a discovery of coal (?) is mentioned on the east side of th 
Chapman Range, but the specimens were unfortunateF 
lost on the way to Morobe. Of agricultural cro J 
exceptionally fine sugar cane is recorded in the MovV 
valley in New Guinea and extensive areas under tobacco 1 
So far as labour is concerned, in Jfew Guinea military 
methods of recruiting have antagonised the natives while 
of the two Papuan recruiting grounds, Kumusi and Mekeo 
the natives of the former will, in Mr. Humphries's opinion’ 
become more amenable when pre-war conditions are fully 
restored, while those of the latter “ simply hate hard work n 
and only cultivate, save under Government compulsion 
sufficient ground for their own needs. Mr. Humphries 
considers that only the march of civilisation will bring 
about the full economic development of this “ unhealthy 
but most fertile district.” Labour supply and transport 
facilities are the key to the development of Papua. 

The Beginnings of Agriculture in America. By 
Lyman Carrier, B.S., M.Agr., Agronomist, United States 
Bureau of Plant Industry. Pp. xvii -f- 323, 8vo, 9J x 6J. 
(London : McGraw-Hill Publishing Co., Ltd., 1923.) 
Price 1 55. 

In his preface to this work Mr. Carrier says that “an 
adequate history of agriculture in the United States has 
yet to be written, and when it is, it must, to be reliable, 
be based on a thorough understanding of farming achieve- 
ments of the colonists.” He intends the book to be a 
supplement to “the many excellent colonial histories 
now available,” and therefore takes for granted in the 
reader a knowledge of the main facts of importance in the 
early history of America. 

It may safely be said that in this interesting ana in- 
formative volume Mr. Carrier has gone far towards supply- 
ing any w’ant there may be in the direction indicated, tie 
has furnished sufficient material to give his readers a 
clear conception of the line* on which the early coioni 
agriculture of America developed, and of the 
which the various nationalities concerned (pnncip y 
English, French, Spanish and Dutch) took their share 
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the work ; he also shows the extent to which progress 
was based on native Indian agriculture, which had in 
certain localities attained a high state of development 
before the country was colonised at all. 

The book commences with a dissertation on agricultural 
history as such, and its relation to biological and social 
evolution, and then proceeds to describe the natural flora 
of eastern America, the crops grown by the Indians and 
the manner in which the cultivation of these products was 
taken up by the early colonists and in many cases intro- 
duced by white enterprise into other parts of the world 
Following this is a carefully arranged account of the early 
settlements and their agricultural development with 
separate sections foV each of the eastern states 'whilst 
the author also describes the way in which European crops 
were introduced to supplement the native products. Later 
chapters deal with the introduction of domestic animals 
from abroad, farm implements and fertilisers, the economic 
aspects of slavery, and the effect of colonial commerce on 
agriculture. 

Not only the agriculturist, but also the general reader 
will find Mr. Carrier’s treatise well worth perusal. The 
interest of the volume is enhanced by an excellent biblio- 
graphy and by a number of illustrations of considerable 
historical value, and the work can be recommended as a 
clear and most instructive presentation of the subject 
with which it deals, 

. Smaller Commercial Geography. By George G 
^ h ' sho ' ln - M.A B.Sc. (Edin.) and j. Hamilton Birrell, 
r .K.b.G.S. Pp. xiv ~f 302, 8vo, 7J x 5. (London : 
Longmans, Green & Co., 1923,) Price 5s. 

This is a new edition of a work first issued in 1890, as 
an a ridgment of Mr. Chisholm’s Handbook of Commercial 
zography, the last edition of which was recently reviewed 
in this Bulletin (1922, 20, 416). The general arrange- 
* 1S therefore on similar lines. The work is free from 
certain of the inaccuracies mentioned in the review of the 
arger volume and commendation is due to many of its 
eatures, but it unfortunately shows numerous defects, 
some of which are mentioned below. 

As regards certain parts of the world, and notably 
ropica 1 Africa, there is considerable lack of precision in 
geographical and political matters. Thus, on p. 178 it is 
ow ere stated that Kenya and Uganda are under British 
0, and on the next page the islands of Zanzibar and 
rem 5a ar ^ erroneously alleged to form “ the Kenya Pro- 
orate. ’ The descriptions of Nigeria as “ under British 
11 
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rule or influence ” and of Tanganyika Territory as “ no 
under British influence ” do not tell the reader that the^ 
two countries are definitely and completely under British 
administration (in the second case as a territory mandated 
by the League of Nations) ; and similar looseness of 
wording is evident on p. 177, where the Portuguese are 
stated to “ exercise authority ” in part of East Africa for 
“ a certain distance inland,” from which the reader would 
imagine that the extent of their rule was undefined, whereas 
the boundaries of Portuguese East Africa are quite definite 
On p. 143 the relation of the Federated Malay States to 
British authority is very vaguely and inadequately de- 
scribed, whilst the statement on p. 125 that Cyprus is 
“ recognised ’’ as a British Protectorate, though true in 
former times, does not make clear the present status of 
the island. 

Another section calling for comment is that dealing 
with commodities (pp. 14 ct seq.) which contains a number 
of misleading and loosely worded statements that should 
have been avoided in a work of this nature. On page 19 
the reference to cotton as growing ** in large tufts surround- 
ing the seed of a bush M is more likely to mislead than to 
instruct. The paragraph on p. 22 regarding tropical 
vegetable fibres contains several questionable statements, 
and opens with some obscurely worded phrases liable to 
give the reader the impression that jute is used for making 
plush and velvet. The statement on p. 23 that gums 
resemble resins except as regards solubility in water is 
inaccurate. On p. 28 the terms “ paraffin oil ” and 
" paraffin ” are applied exclusively to products of Scottish 
oil shales, and this error is immediately followed by 
another, viz. the limitation of the term “ kerosene ” to oil 
from New South Wales. 

These blemishes are the more regrettable since the 
work is in many respects admirably arranged, and if 
properly revised would form one of the best and handiest 
compendiums of commercial geography available. 


The Soy Bean. By Charles V. Piper, M.S., D.S., 
Agrostologist, United States Department of Agriculture, 
and William J. Morse, B.S.A., Agronomist, United State 
Department of Agriculture. Pp. xv + 329, 8v°, 9 : 

(London : McGraw-Hill Publishing Co., Ltd., 19239 
Price 30s. 

Although now well known as an article of 
in Europe and America the soy bean is not cu i ‘ 
any large extent outside Manchuria, ,• n before 

in which countries it had long been in culti 



NOTICES OF RECENT LITERATURE ss7 

jt became known in Europe and the United States The 
introduction of the soy bean into European commerce on 
a large scale is said to have been brought about chieflv 
as a result of the Russo-Japanese War of 1904, when on 
the termination of hostilities, it became necessary to find 
new markets for the surplus beans which had been grown 
in Manchuria in increased quantities for local use Trial 
shipments were sent to England in 1908 and the suitability 
of the seed for oil and oil-cake having been recognised the 
trade soon extended to other European countries and to 
the United States, and now appears to have become firmly 
established. In addition to the beans, the expressed oil 
and cake are also largely exported from Manchuria and 
in this book it is suggested that the tank steamer carrying 
bean oil as a return cargo, would solve the problem of a 
suitable method of transport for the oil. Although the 
soy-bean crop is still largely confined to countries of the 
Far East there are possibilities that in the future it will 
be an importantfcrop in the United States, where it has 
been found especially suitable as a rotation crop in the 
corn belt. It is estimated that in 1930 there was an area 
of 950,000 acres under soy beans in the United States 
of which 190,000 acres were harvested for seed, the balance 
being utilised for pasturage, forage and ensilage. 

It is in view of future possibilities that the availaDle 
information regarding the soy bean, likely to be of use 
to students, farmers and manufacturers in the United 
States, has been brought together in the present volume. 
Ihe advantage of having the gist of the scattered informa- 
tion m one book is evident when it is stated that a complete 
bibliography of the subject contains more than 1,200 titles. 

Ihe book opens with a brief sketch of the botanical 
commercial and agricultural history of the soy bean’ 
tollowed by chapters on the cultivation and harvesting of 
the soy bean crop. Although written with a view to 
climatic and other conditions obtaining in the United 
it cultura * information has a wider application 
Th ^ prove useful to growers in other countries. 
Ane soy bean is particularly adapted to temperate regions 
living warm humid summers, such as, in the United States, 

suitable for corn (maize) and cotton. Under tropical, 
hi f CV j n su k-tropical, conditions it is said that seeds 
1 o develop even if the plants thrive, and in such 
altitH eS i ^ r can °. n ^y b e expected to succeed at high 
Dro- CS ’ *^ le s °il requirement appears to be the 
g ^ nce suitable nodule-producing bacteria which 
s . e tae plants, in common with other leguminous 
cics, to utilise the nitrogen of the air. Where suitable 
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bacteria are not already in the soil, artificial inoculation 
by means of special cultures or by utilising soil from areas 
where the soy bean has been successfully grown i s 
advocated, especially on soils poor in nitrogen. 

Later chapters which deal with the composition and 
the utilisation of the soy bean give much useful informa- 
tion, especially as regards the factors which influence the 
oil content of the seeds, and the numerous uses of the soy 
bean plants as green manure, forage and pasture, and the 
utilisation of the seeds as a source of oil and a s, a foodstuff 
for man and animals. 

The cultivated varieties of the soy bean are numerous 
and upwards of 800 have been tested by the United States 
Department of Agriculture, but only arioout twenty varieties 
are in general use in the United States. A classification 
with description of the more important varieties, is given! 
together with some account of hybridisation and breeding 
experiments. 

The microscopic structure of the seed is described and 
illustrated, and it is pointed out that the presence of the 
peculiar “ hourglass ” cells furnishes one means of readily 
identifying soy-bean meal. 

Soy-bean oil and soy-bean cake or meal are dealt with, 
and their uses in manufactures and as food for animals 
are discussed. A special chapter is devoted to soy-bean 
products for human food, and investigations in the United 
States have shown that, with the possible exception of 
flax and millet, soy beans are the only seeds, so far ex- 
amined. that contain both the water-soluble and fat- 


soluble vitamines in sufficient amounts for the promotion 
of proper growth. The numerous food-products prepared 
from soy beans in Asiatic countries are described, and 
domestic recipes are given which should result in. an 
extended use of this valuable food-product elsewhere. 
The concluding chapter treats of the enemies of the soy- 
bean crop in the United States, there being no available 
data regarding the pests of the crop in Manchuria and 
China. An extensive bibliography and a full in " ex * r . e 
provided. It will be gathered from the foregoing that this 
book has a wide scope which should make it of grea 
to all interested in the soy bean, whether from ® P 
of view of the cultivator or of the manufacturer y 


bean products. R 

Indian Tea : Its Culture and Manufacture. W 
Claud Bald, 4th Edition. Pp. 397. ® vo - V* ' 
cutta : Thacker, Spink & Co., 1922.) Prlce T which 
In a notice of the third edition of this f tL°\vork was 
appeared in this Bulletin (1917, 15 - 4591, 
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recommended to anyone who desired to obtain authorita- 
tive information on the industry, and comment was made 
on the fact that, notwithstanding the importance of the 
tea industry there were few reliable textbooks on the 
subject. That a demand for such a book exists is evidenced 
by the appearance of this fourth edition which differs little 
from its predecessor, but has received certain additions 
which research and the changes in the practice of tea 
cultivation and manufacture have rendered necessary. 
The principal additions have been made to the chapters 
on draining and manuring, two very important subjects 
in tea cultivation ; and to the parts treating of cooly 
lines and sanitation. Other chapters in the book have 
received slight alterations and additions, such as, for 
instance, the chapter on green-tea manufacture, and* the 
chapter on machinery. In the former, paragraphs dealing 
with glazing, steaming and rolling have been added, whilst 
in the latter the paragraph relating to the objection to 
oil engines has been deleted, and a note inserted to the 
effect that oil engines are coming into favour and that 
the boilers of steam engines are being adapted to take oil 
fuel in places where coal is scarce or expensive. 

As in the case of the previous editions, this book should 
prove of value to those desiring practical information on 
the subject with which it deals. 

The Destructive Distillation of Wood. By 
H. M. Bunbury, M.Sc. (Bris.), B.Sc. (Lond.). Pp. xx -f 
320, 8vo, 9I X y\. (London : Benn Brothers, Ltd., 1923.) 
Price 35s. 

In view of the continually increasing importance of 
the destructive distillation of wood to industrial and 
economic expansion, the publication of a complete mono- 
graph on the subject in the English language will meet 
a long-felt need. 

The work gives an account of the rise, development 
and present position of the wood-distillation industry, 
describes the varieties of wood employed, discusses their 
physical properties and chemical composition, and deals 
fully with the commercial products resulting from their 
thermal decomposition. 

The different branches of the industry, including hard- 
wood distillation, soft-wood distillation and distillation 
with steam, are considered, and information is supplied 
regarding the construction and equipment of the factory. 

A full description is given of the plant and operations 
involved in the production of charcoal, crude pyroligneous 
a cid, calcium acetate, wood spirit, pure methyl alcohol, 
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wood turpentine and pine oil?, wood tar, wood oils a H 
wood pitch. A special chapter is devoted to the destruct’ 
distillation of small wood and wood waste (including Sa ^ e 
dust, nut shells, etc.), and another to the productio' 
of illuminating gas and power gas from wood. n 

Methods of analysis of the various crude and refined 
products of wood distillation are described, and statistics 
of production, imports, exports, etc., are recorded for 
European countries, the United States and Canada. 

The book contains a detailed and well-illustrated 
description of the plant, processes and methods adopted 
in modern practice, and elucidates as far as possible the 
complicated reactions which accompany thermal de- 
composition. It has been carefully Compiled and clearly 
written and will doubtless be of considerable service to 
chemists, technologists and others interested in destructive 
wood distillation and its products and in the utilisation 
of waste wood. 


Synthetic Resins and tiieir Plastics. By Carleton 
Ellis. Pp. 514, 8vo, 9i x 6 J. (New York: The Chemical 
Catalog Company, Inc., 1923.) Price $6.00. 


It is only within recent years that this interesting 
field of chemical research has found industrial application, 
synthetic resins having been slow to find general adoption 
in this country in spite of the fact that their value in 
varnish-making and for other purposes has been definitely 
established. During the last few years a very large number 
of patents have been granted in connection with the manu- 
facture of synthetic resins, and an extensive though scat- 
tered literature has been published on the subject. This 
information has been collected together in the present 
volume, which has been written especially fur the chemical 


investigator. 

The work includes extensive data on little-known 
resinous substances, the commercial possibilities of which 
have hitherto been overlooked. It also contains an ac- 
count of the author’s own researches and much other 
information on the subject of resinous materials. 

In the introduction, synthetic resins are divided into 
two broad groups : (1) resins formed by reacting on non- 
resinous substances with a resinifying agent, and (2) resin* 
made by reacting on natural resins with chemical age -■ 

In the first chapter is discussed in an interesting a 
practical manner the need for synthetic resins ^ 
types desired. Three chapters arc devoted t0 . . 

resins, modern methods of production, commercial .ra^, 

and their uses and identification. Resins obt 
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other unsaturated hydrocarbons; particularly those of 
petroleum, are also described. The important group of 
synthetic resins obtained by the condensation of phenols 
and aldehydes is dealt with in four chapters, and includes 
the commercial products — Bakelite, Condensite and Red- 
manol— and the various applications of phenol-formalde- 
hyde resins. 

Other chapters deal with furfural resins, ketone resins, 
urea and thiourea resins, resins from wood distillation 
products, gardened rosin and resinates, “ ester gums M 
or artificial resin esters, resins from polybasic acids and 
polyhydric alcohols, polymerisation of ethylene derivatives, 
sulphur and nitro-resins, chlorinated rubber compounds’ 
miscellaneous resins, resinous products derived from fatty 
oils, and the preparation and properties of plastic moulding 
compositions. 

The last three chapters afford information as to equip- 
ment for moulding plastic compositions, methods of 
moulding, and tests of quality of moulded articles. The 
value of the book is enhanced by eighty-eight figures 
chiefly of apparatus for moulding resins. 

Formulary of the Parisian Perfumer. By R.-M. 
Gattefosse. Third English Edition. Pp. 85, 8vo, x sb 
(Villeurbanne, Rhone : La Parfumerie Moderne, 1923.) 
Price 4s. 

This book by a well-known French authority on essen- 
tial oils, and editor of La Parfumerie Moderne , is a transla- 
tion of the fourth French edition which has attained a 
large circulation, and is regarded as the vade mecum of 
the French perfumer. It describes very briefly, in the 
first place, the formation, extraction, classification, recti- 
fication, testing, etc., of essential oils. Synthetic per- 
fumes, their classification, and the composition of the 
principal non-alcoholic perfumes of which they form 
ingredients are next dealt with, and a concise and practical 
account is given of fixatives, mention being made of those 
best suited to each perfume. The book closes with recipes 
for a number of perfumes and toilet preparations. 

Dizionario di Merceologia e di Chimica Applicata. 
By Prof. Dr. G. Vittorio Villavecchia in collaboration 
with Professors Dr. G. Fabris, Dr. G. Rossi, Dr. A. Bianchi 
and Dr. R. Belasio. 4th Edition. Volume I, Abelmoscho — 
Cuscuta. Pp. xvi 4- 438, 8vo, 10 X 7. (Milan : Ulrico 
Hoepli, 1923.) Price L. 35. 

This encyclopaedia has been completely revised, 
corrected and" enlarged, and the first of the four volumes 
°f the new edition has just appeared. 
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The work deals with the raw materials of the chemical 
pharmaceutical, metallurgical and agricultural industries' 
and also with foodstuffs, dyes, textiles, fuels, distillation 
products, sugars, oils and fats, essential oils, tannine 
materials and many other products. Statistics of pro. 
duction, exports and imports are provided together with 
information relating to fiscal matters and transport. 

Each article gives the commercial or technical name 
of the product (in Italian) with which it deals, followed by 
Italian synonyms and the French, English, German and 
Spanish equivalents. The chemical formula is added in 
the case of substances of known constitution and the 
botanical or zoological name in the case of plant or animal 
products. An account is given of the characters, properties 
and composition of the substance and the methods of 
preparing or extracting it and of determining its quality 
and purity, together with information on packing, exporta- 
tion and marketing. 

The articles have been carefully written and the 
encyclopaedia will form a useful work of reference for the 
chemist, pharmacist, manufacturer, agriculturist and 
scientific workers generally, as well as for exporters, 
importers, merchants and manufacturers and others 
interested in the raw materials of industry and commerce. 


The Chemical Examination of Water, Sewage, 
Foods and other Substances. By J. E. Purvis, M.A., 
and T. R. Hodgson, M.A. Second and Enlarged Edition. 
Pp. iv -f 346, 8vo, 8 J x sf. (Cambridge : The University 
Press, 1922.) Price 205. 


This work, issued in the u Cambridge Public Health 
Series," was prepared as a textbook for students attending 
courses of instruction for diplomas and degrees in Public 
Health and for those engaged in the study of water, sewage, 
sewage effluents, foods, disinfectants and other products. 
Methods of analysis are described which have been tested 
and used by the authors, but many well-known methods 
have been omitted. , 

The new edition contains a considerable amount 0 
additional information and some more recent analytica 
methods. The chapters on water and milk have ee 
extended, and a more detailed account is given 0 
analysis of foods and beverages. There is still too 
improvement, however, in the section dealing wi \ , or t 
the information in some cases being very meagre, 
chapter has been added on toxicological analysis. 

The book contains a short bibliography of stand 
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works on the various subjects dealt with, and a useful 
index. 

A Tested Method of Laboratory Organisation. 
By Seymour Pile, M.A., and Reginald G. Johnston. Pp. 
xX + 98, 8vo, 7J X 5. (London : H. F. & G. Witherby^ 
,923.) Price 7$. 6d. 

This book is stated to be largely the result of experience 
gained in organising and conducting on co-operative lines 
a laboratory for physical and chemical testing which 
was started to meet the needs of a group of alloy manu- 
facturers in Birmingham. It deals with the question of 
the design of the laboratory, sampling and storage of 
samples and the recording of analyses for reference. 

The selection and training of the staff and their per- 
sonal relations also receive attention. It is recommended 
that “as to qualifications of a scientific nature, a good 
secondary education without further special knowledge 
will provide a sufficient basis upon which the rest may 
be inculcated on the spot.” It is difficult to see how an 
untrained youth can receive adequate tuition in a labora- 
tory where the work is of a routine character and must 
be done very quickly, especially as it is suggested that he 
shall take his turn in office, indexing, and photographic 
work, and clean his own apparatus. The author also 
considers that “ reading up chemistry or physics or any 
other science at home after work is not to be encouraged.' 1 
He further states that “ the more brilliant members of the 
routine laboratory should be encouraged to undertake 
research.” The value of research, carried out on such 
knowledge as the worker has been able to gather at inter- 
vals in the laboratory, seems very problematical. 

Although the book, as shown above, contains matter 
of a controversial character, much of it will doubtless 
prove useful to those contemplating the establishment of 
a routine testing laboratory. It should be mentioned, 
however, that no laboratory organisation is described 
except that which the authors themselves assisted in 
founding. 


The Textile Recorder Year Book, 1923. Compiled 
and edited by Frank Nasmith. Pp. xcv + 7 I2 > 8vo, 
7i X 5J. (Manchester : John Heywood, Ltd., 1 9 2 3 •) 
Brice 7s. 6d . 

A general indication of the contents of this useful year 
book has already been given in this Bulletin (i 9 22 > 20, 
l2 9 ). The new edition has been completely revised, 
additional matter has been introduced into many sections, 
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and new and improved tables of cotton statistics h 
been prepared. New chapters have been added de f Ve 
with wool marketing, wool spinning, shoddy and m ^ 
yarn testing, moisture regain by dry fibres, waterproof g °’ 
steam turbines for mill driving, and patents. 

The value of the book as a work of reference ha* h 
fully maintained. ' een 

A Textbook of Ore Dressing. By S T Thk 
A.R.S.M., M.I.M.M. Professor of Mining at tie W j 
College of Science and Technology (Royal School of Mines! 
Pp. xi + 680, 8vo, 8i X 6. (London : Macmillan & rJ' 
Ltd., 1923.) Price 405. 

Prof. Truscott’s latest contributed to mining literature 
is, like all his previous works, concise and thorough and 
clearly expressed. The chapter on comminution includes 
various types of breakers, rolls, pendulum mills, edge- 
runners, grinding-pans, ball- and tube-mills, stamps and 
beater or hammer mills, the portions of the text relating 
to rolls and tube-mills being especially valuable, from both 
practical and theoretical points of view. The important 
subject of sizing is treated under three heads : laboratory 
sizing, screen sizing, and water sizing or classification. In 
the last, the fall of particles in water is fully discussed, both 
mathematically and graphically, and the principal classifiers 
in use in recent years are well described and illustrated. 
Water concentration is fully discussed, and the various 
kinds of jigs, frames, strakes, buddies, sluices, vanners 
and tables are dealt with. The descriptions of the Frue 
Vanner and Wilfley Table are especially full, and the latest 
Deister concentrator, known as the Plateau table, and the 
recent Butchart table have been included. 

The important subject of flotation is treated in two 
chapters, the first covering processes, machines and agents. 
In this the history of flotation concentration is impartially 
stated ; then follows a description of flotation machines, 
flotation agents and mixtures, flotation chemicals and 
circuits, differential flotation, oxidised-ore flotation, hand- 
ling of froth concentrate, infiltration, drying and drainage. 
The next chapter deals with the general aspects and theory 
of flotation, the last somewhat abstruse subject being very 
clearly discussed. There is a chapter on magnetic se P a ™| 
tion, and one on electrostatic, pneumatic and centrifuge 
separation, and the work closes with short chapters o.i 
heat- treatments in ore-dressing, the control of operations, 
and dressing systems and plants. 

T he work is profusely illustrated throughout, t 
illustrations or diagrams being clear and good. 
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tTf This textbook will not only be useful to students 
but will be indispensable to mine and mill managers 
and to mining engineers generally. & ' 

Les Colloides dans lTndustrie. Le Caoutchouc 
By Paul Bary. Pp. vi + 255, 8vo, 10 x 6-|. (Paris : 
Dunod, 1923-) Price fr. 29. 

A number of books have been written on rubber in 
which at least one chapter has been devoted to a brief 
account of* the chemistry of colloids, but this is the first 
book in which rubber has been considered solely from 
that point of view. 

The book is divided into five chapters, of which the 
first deals with latex and its coagulation, the second with 
the chemical properties of caoutchouc, the third with the 
physical properties of rubber, the fourth with vulcanisation, 
and the fifth with reclaimed and synthetic rubber. 

The author's views on the reversibility of vulcanisation 
are extremely interesting, especially as they are supported 
by the results of his own experiments, but they may 
perhaps not meet with the approval of the majority of 
rubber chemists. 

The book is clearly written and is worthy of study by 
all who are interested in the problems of rubber chemistry. 

The Engineering of Excavation. By George B. 
Massey, Member Am. Soc. C.E. and Am. Soc. M.E., etc. 
Pp. vi -f* 376, 8vo, 9! X 6. (New York : John Wiley 
& Sons, Inc. ; London : Chapman & Hall, Ltd., 1923.) 
Price 30s. 

This comprehensive and practical book on the engineer- 
ing of excavation has been written after twenty-four years' 
study of excavating problems and the application of 
machinery to them. There are descriptions of revolving 
shovels, used in stripping iron ore, low-grade copper ore 
and coal ; standard or ordinary steam shovels for ex- 
cavating dry material ; dragline excavators, which have 
been used for stripping and mining phosphate in Florida ; 
tower excavators, dry-land dredges, trench-digging ma- 
chines, and various forms of buckets. One chapter is 
on “ hydraulicking " as applied for stripping overburden 
from iron ore, etc. ; and another on drilling and blasting. 

A large portion of the work is devoted to excavation 
by dredges, whilst the final chapter deals with a variety 
of subjects, such as scows, barges, and dredge hulls, wire- 
cope, boilers and fuel. The book will prove invaluable to 
civil and mining engineers, and contractors engaged on 
ar S e excavation works. 
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Cements and Artificial Stone. By the latp r l 
W atson, M.A., F.G.S. Edited by R. H. Rastall Vn 
M.I.M.M. Pp. xii + 1 3i, 8vo, x 5. (Cambridge -'liu 
Heffer & Sons, Ltd., 1922.) Price 6s. ' '■ 

This little volume is stated to be "a descriptive cat 
logue of the specimens in the Sedgwick Museum C ** 
bridge,” but its scope is much greater than the usual tv 
of museum catalogue, and it really forms an introductor* 6 
handbook to the cement and allied industries. The ra^ 
materials described include those used in the manufacfi/* 
of Portland and blast-furnace cement, concrete, hydrau^ 
lime, plaster of Paris, and Keene's cement, whilst the 
finished products are also dealt with. The book includes 
a number of references to original literature and mentions 
instances of constructional work carried out with the 
materials described. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 

Government of the West Indies. By Hume Wrone, 
Pp. 190, 8yo, 9X6. (Oxford : At the University Press \ 
1923.) Price 1 os. 6 d. 

The Story of the Maize Plant. By Paul Weather- 
wax. Pp. xv -r 247, 8 vo, y\ X 5|, (Chicago : The 

University of Chicago Press, 1923.) Price $1.75. 

Oleaginous Products and Vegetable Oils: Pro- 
duction and Trade. Pp. xxxiv -f- 51 1, 8vo, 9} X 7. 
(Rome : International Institute of Agriculture, 1923.) 
Price 125. 

The Forests of New York State. By A. B. Reck- 
nagel, B.A., M.F., with an introduction by Liberty 
Hyde Bailev. Pp. xiii -|- 167, 8vo, yi X 5. (New York: 
The M acmillan Company, 1923.) Price 12s. 

Dairy Farming. By R. H. Leith, M.A.^B.Sc., etc. 
Pp. xii -{- 292, 8vo, 5x7. (Edinburgh : W. Green ct 
Son, Ltd., 1923.) Price Os. 

Commercial Poultry Raising. By H. Armstrong 
Roberts. Pp. xix + 588, 8vo, 8j X 6J. (London : Chap- 
man and Hall, Ltd., 1923.) Price 155. 
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Engineering Non-ferrous Metals and Alloys 
By Leslie Aitchison, D.Met.(SheL), B.Sc.(Lond.), F.I.C. 
M.I.A.E., and William R. Barclay, O.B.E., A.M.I.E.E* 
With an introduction by Engr. Vice-Admiral Sir George 
G. Goodwin, K.C.B. Pp. xx + 300, 8vo, 8J X 5J. (Lon- 
don : Henry Frowde and Hodder & Stoughton, 1923.) 
Price 2 is. 

By-product Coking. By the late G. Stanley Cooper, 
B.Sc., F.C.S., M.I.Min.E., etc. Pp. xv + 192, 8vo,8-| X 5^ 
(London : Benn Brothers, Limited, 1923.) Price 12s. 6 d. 

Raw Materials for the Manufacture of Sulphuric 
Acid and the Manufacture of Sulphur Dioxide. By 
Wilfrid Wyld. Pp. xiii + 558, 8vo, 9X6. (London: 
Gurney and Jackson, 1923.) Price 365. 

The Advancement of Science, 1923. Addresses 
delivered at the 91st Annual Meeting of The British 
Association for the Advancement of Science, Liverpool, 
September 1923. 8vo, si X 8|. (London : John Murray.) 
Price 6s. 




reports of recent investigations at 

THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE 

The following summaries have been prepared from a selection 
of the Reports made by the Director of the Imperial 
Institute to the Dominion, Colonial and Indian Govern- 
ments. 


BRITISH HONDURAS TIMBERS 
PART I 

Of the numerous timbers occurring in British Honduras 
only two, mahogany and cedar, are at present exported 
in quantity, apart from logwood which is used only as 
a dye. In order to ascertain the value of other timbers, 
logs of twelve different kinds have been forwarded from 
British Honduras to the Imperial Institute. The mechani- 
cal properties and working qualities of the timbers are 
being determined in the timber-testing laboratory of the 
Institute, and the results as they become available are 
communicated to the Imperial Institute Advisory Com- 
mittee on Timbers, who, after inspecting the timbers, 
express their opinion as to the purposes for which they 
could be utilised and report on their commercial 
possibilities in this country. The investigation of four 
of the timbers has been completed and the results are 
given in the present article. 

The local names of these four timbers are “ Banak,” 
u Santa Maria,” “ Sam or Salm Wood ” and “ Black 
Poisonwood.” The botanical identity of the trees yielding 
the woods is not known with certainty. Herbarium 
specimens were sent from British Honduras to the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew, for determination ; but the nature 
of the material did not admit of definite identification. 
Banak appears to be a species of Myristica near M. pana- 
mensis , Hemsl. ; Santa Maria is probably an undescribed 
species of Calophyllum , although this wood has previously 
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been thought to be derived from C. calaba ; Sam W 

was indeterminable, but it is sometimes stated to be ^ 

species of Jacaranda ; Black Poisonwood belongs to th & 

natural order Anacardiacea?, and is possibly o • 6 

, * J species of 

Manna. 

With regard to the commercial possibilities of the 
timbers in this country, the Committee pointed out that 
before any opinion could be expressed on this point it 
is essential to have information as to (i) the price at which 
they can be landed here, (2) the quantities likely to be 
regularly available for shipment, and (3) the sizes which 
can be supplied. These particulars arc not yet available 

Banak Wood ( Myristica sp.) 

The log of Banak wood was 9 ft. long and about 18 in. 
in diameter. The bark was intact, but could easily be 
pulled off ; it was brownish-black, about f in. thick 
and of a friable nature. 

The log was sawn into planks 2^ in. thick, which were 
seasoned by storing for several months in a warm dry 
place. The three planks from the centre of the log had 
suffered severely from “ heart-shake," but the remainder 
were practically uncracked. The timber was fairly free 
from knots, with the exception of a few at the outside. 
All the planks were badly discoloured and marked with 
“ black line " throughout, probably caused by fungus. 
The grain was moderately coarse, fairly short in fibre, 
and generally straight but with a very slight spiral 
tendency. The wood was pinkish-yellow, darkening on 
exposure, and showed numerous yellow and grey dis- 
colorations bordered with “ black line." 

In transverse section the wood was reddish-brown, with 
pinkish-yellow patches surrounded by black lines. The 
pores were numerous and fairly uniformly and densely 
distributed, usually in pairs ; they showed slight resinous 
contents. The rays appeared as numerous parallt , 
pinkish lines, barely visible to the naked eye. The rings 
were ill defined, hut were indicated by a narrow band 0 
slightly darker wood. The pith was light reddis r° > 
soft, and roughly circular, with a diameter of about fine 
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In radial section the wood was pinkish-yellow, with 
occasional greyish discolorations and distinct black line 
markings. The pores were seen as numerous prominent, 
orange-coloured grooves, with resinous contents. The 
rays appeared as well-defined, lustrous, pinkish flakes. 
The rings were not visible. 

In tangential section the colour of the wood and the 
appearance of the pores were as in the radial section. 
The rays were seen as very numerous, narrow, red lines, 
tapering at the ends, about inch in length and just 
visible to the naked eye. The rings were invisible. 

Results of Mechanical Tests . — The results of the 
mechanical tests are summarised in the following table : 


Summary of Results of the Mechanical Tests on Banak Wood 
(Myristica sp.) 

A. — Transverse bending test { central leading) : 

Maximum. Minimum. Mean. 

Maximum calculated longi- 
tudinal shear . . Ib.jsq. in, 345 264 319 

Modulus of rupture . „ 9,620 7.350 9,025 

Fibre stress at elastic limit ,, 8,090 5, 135 6,662 

Modulus of elasticity . „ 1,870,000 1,590,000 1,706,000 

Elastic resilience . inch-lb. feu. in. 2*00 0*86 1-38 

B. — Compression test along the grain (24 in. 

length specimen ) : 

Crushing strength . . Ib.jsq. *«. 4,865 3,514 4-34 2 

Fibre stress at elastic limit „ 4,600 2,600 3,669 

Modulus of elasticity . ,, 1,740,000 1,237,000 1,492,000 

Elastic resilience . inch-lb, feu. in. 5-98 2*30 3*87 

C. — Compression test along the grain (8 in. 

length specimen): 

Crushing strength . . Ib.jsq, in, 5,790 4,910 5,345 

Fibre stress at elastic limit „ 5, 570 4,42° 4,99® 

Modulus of elasticity . ,, 1,930,000 1,590,000 1, 735, 000 

Elastic resilience , inch-lb. feu. in. 7-14 4-05 572 

D - — Compression test across the grain : 

Load at elastic limit . lb. 4,900 3,200 3,850 

Fibre stress at elastic limit Ib.jsq. in. .. 1,219 790 954 

£• Shearing tests along the grain : 

Radial — 

Maximum load supported lb. 3.93° 2,410 3,3 T2 

Shearing strength . Ib.jsq. in. 978 596 829 

Tangential — 

Maximum load supported lb. 5> 2 3° 4>3 zo 4,94* 

Shearing strength . Ib.jsq. in. 1,302 1,082 1,229 

Specific gravity 0-546 0-484 0-511 

Weight per cubic foot . . lb. 341 3°'3 

Moisture .... . percent. 12-10 8*30 10-12 
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Results of Working Tests 

(1) Sawing, — The wood cuts easily with hand and 
power saws. 

(2) Planing— A good surface is obtainable with jack 
and smoothing planes, both along and across the grain 

(3) Boring, — Good clear holes are readily obtained with 
bradawl, gimlet, centre bit and twist drill. 'There is 
tendency to split. 

(4) Nailing and Screwing. — Nails and screws can be 
driven in easily, and hold fairly well.* The wood docs not 
split. 

(5) Mortising and Dovetailing . — The wood cuts with 
facility in a mortising machine ; the joints have little 
strength. 

(6) Working with Gouge and Chisel . — The wood is soft 
and cuts easily. 

(7) Turning. — The wood turns satisfactorily, but the 
fibres tear slightly. A good finish is obtainable. 

(8) Glueing. — Fairly strong joints are obtained, as the 
wood absorbs the glue well. 

(9) Polishing and Varnishing . — Satisfactory results are 
obtained. 

(10) Staining. — The wood takes stains well, and a 
fairly good imitation of mahogany is obtainable. 


Remarks 

Banak is a fairly light, straight-grained wood of good 
but plain appearance. It possesses, however, only moder- 
ate strength and stiffness and does not offer much resistance 
to crushing or shearing. It is fairly soft and easily worked, 
does not warp or “ check," and is practically free from 
knots. 

The Committee regarded the wood as a useful plain 
wood which should be serviceable for general construction 
purposes. They considered, however, that the blac 
lines, which are probably due to fungus, would be detn 
mental if they are a common feature of the timber. 
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Santa Maria Wood (Calophyllum sp.) 

The log of Santa Maria wood was 8 ft. 9 in. long and 
about 25 in. in diameter. The bark was intact and firmly 
attached to the trunk ; the internal layers were light brown 
and corky, the outer being dark brown and harder. 

The log was sawn into planks 2} in. thick, which were 
seasoned by storing for several months in a warm dry 
place. The* planks were sound except that the three 
centre planks were cracked up the middle, and no fungoid 
growth was present. The wood was practically free from 
knots, but it warped badly. The grain was fairly short- 
fibred, moderately coarse, and very wavy (alternating 
spiral). The heartwood was light pinkish-brown and the 
sapwood of a slightly lighter tint. 

In transverse section the wood was light pinkish-brown, 
with greyish concentric shadings. The pores were 
numerous, well-defined, and arranged in irregular rows ; 
they showed resinous contents. The rays were fairly 
numerous and appeared as straight, fine, reddish lines 
just visible to the naked eye. The rings were seen as fine 
red lines, averaging ten to the inch, and in addition there 
were concentric shadings. The pith was light brown, soft 
and of circular form, T V in. in diameter. 

In radial section the wood was light pinkish-brown, 
lustrous, with alternating spiral grain, clearly indicated 
by colour variations and the appearance of the pores. 
The latter were seen as long reddish grooves with resinous 
contents. The rays were in the form of numerous, well- 
defined, long reddish flakes ; the rings appeared as very 
narrow red lines. 

In tangential section the wood was slightly darker than 
in the radial section. The pores appeared as in the radial 
section ; the rays were seen as very numerous minute 
lines, tapering at the ends. The rings were indicated by 
narrow irregular bands of darker colour. 


Results of Mechanical Tests 

The results of the mechanical tests are summarised in 
the following table * 

12 * 
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Summary of Results of the Mechanical 
(Calophyllum < 

A. — Transverse bending test {central loading) : 

Maximum calculated longi- 
tudinal shear . . Ib.jsq. in. 

Modulus of rupture . ,, 

Fibre stress at elastic limit ,, 
Modulus of elasticity . ,, I 

Elastic resilience . inch-lb. feu. in. 

B. — Compression test along the grain (24 in. 

length specimen): 

Crushing strength . . Ib./sq. in. 

Fibre stress at elastic limit ,, 
Modulus of elasticity . ,, 1 

Elastic resilience . inch-lb. feu. in. 

C. — Compression test along the grain (8 in. 

length specimen): 

Crushing strength . . Ib.jsq. in. 

Fibre stress at elastic limit ,, 
Modulus of elasticity . ,, 1 

Elastic resilience . inch-lb. feu. in. 

D. — Compression test across the grain : 

Load at elastic limit . lb. 

Fibre stress at elastic limit Ib.jsq. in. 

E. — Shearing tests along the grain : 

Radial — 


Tests on 
P-) 

Maximum. 


Sania Maria Wood 


Minimum , 


480 

13*44° 

9.390 

706,000 

347 


6,010 

4.750 

516,000 

6-&8 


6, 660 
5;92Q 
,452,000 
i°'34 

7,100 

1,792 


Mtin, 


282 

7.890 

7.510 

1,271,000 

2-12 


5.36o 

4,020 

1,192,000 

4*56 


5.920 

4.770 

1,103,000 

7-26 

3,100 

775 


Maximum load supported 

lb. 

5,800 

5,080 

Shearing strength 

Ib.jsq. in. 

1.450 

1.283 

Tangential — 




Maximum load supported 

lb. 

7,170 

6, no 

Shearing strength 

Ib.jsq. in. 

1.797 

1.499 

Specific gravity 


0-631 

0-514 

Weight per cubic foot . 

lb. 

39*4 

32-1 

Moisture .... 

per cent. 

15*3 

n -3 

Results 

of Working Tests 



4>7 

11,640 

8,040 

*. 434.000 

242 


5.637 
4,313 
! . 3 7 1,000 
5*78 


6 .315 

5.500 

1.306,000 

9-04 

4,867 

1,225 


5,562 

1.385 

6,768 

1,682 

0-582 

36-3 

13*5 


( 1 ) Sawing. — The wood cuts easily along and across 
the grain with both power and hand saws. 

(2) Planing. — Jack and smoothing planes pick up very 
badly, but with a fine cut it is possible to obtain a smooth 
surface. 

(3) Boring. — Bradawl, gimlet, twist drill and centre 

bit cut easily and well. , 

(4) Nailing and Screwing. — Nails and screws can 

driven in easily and hold well. . . 

(5) Mortising and Dovetailing. — The wood cuts 
well in a mortising machine ; moderately strong J 01 
are obtainable. 



BRITISH HONDURAS TIMBERS 575 

(6) Working with Gouge and Chisel .— The wood is 
difficult to work, as it pulls up and tears owing to the 

wavy grain. 

(?) Turning— The wood turns fairly well, but the 
fibres tear off. Much glass-papering is required for a 
good finish. 

(8) Glueing . — Strong joints are obtainable. 

(9) P olisking . — Satisfactory results are obtained. 

(10) V a/nishing . — A glossy surface is obtainable if the 
wood is previously sized. 

(11) Staining . — The wood absorbs the stain well and 
good results are obtained. 


Remarks 

Santa Maria is a fairly strong wood of moderate weight. 
It is moderately stiff, possesses good crushing strength 
both along and across the grain, and shows satisfactory 
resistance to shearing. 

The wood is easy to work with most machine tools 
and some hand tools, but the difficulty of obtaining a good 
surface (except tangentially to the annual rings), owing 
to the wavy grain “ picking up ” badly when planed, is 
a serious disadvantage which would probably preclude the 
use of the timber for furniture manufacture. 

The Committee regarded this wood as of good appear- 
ance though somewhat u woolly n in working up. They 
considered that it should be useful for general framing 
and construction purposes, since it is fairly strong and of 
moderate weight, and that in the market it would probably 
rank just above Gaboon mahogany. 


Sam Wood 

The log of Sam wood was 9I ft. long and about 16 in. 
in diameter. The bark, which was intact and 1 to § in. 
thick, consisted of a light brown outer corky layer and 
a bluish-brown, long-fibred, moderately hard inner layer, 
which peeled easily into long strips. 

The log was sawn into planks 2 \ in. thick, which were 
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seasoned by storing for several months in a warm dr 
place. The planks were sound ; free from knots * and 
without any trace of fungoid growth, but those cut from 
the centre of the log had suffered badly from heart-shake 
The grain was moderately coarse, fairly long in fibre and 
very straight. The sapwood was light greyish-yellow and 
varied in width from £ to i in. ; the heartwood was greyish 
brown and slightly lustrous when planed. When the 
wood was worked it gave off a pleasant odour tfue to the 
presence of a small quantity of volatile oil. 

In transverse section the sapwood was greyish-yellow 
and the heartwood bluish-brown, vaith reddish-brown 
coloration round the heart-shake. The pores were very 
numerous, uniformly distributed, and fairly conspicuous 
but of small size ; they showed slight resinous contents. 
The rays were very numerous and appeared as fine light 
lines, uniformly distributed. The rings were not well 
defined, and were irregularly distributed in the log, being 
arranged considerably more densely on one side of the 
“ centre ” of the log than on the other, there being about 
12 to 13 rings per inch in the dense wood and 7 to 10 per 
inch in the more open portion. The pith was very small, 
brown and circular. 

In radial section the wood was pinkish-yellow and 
lustrous, with a greyish transparent appearance in some 
lights. The pores were not conspicuous, but were seen 
as narrow, long, straight grooves, slightly darker than the 
surrounding wood. The rays were conspicuous as dull 
pinkish-yellow flakes, and the rings were indicated by 
narrow, darker shaded bands. 

In tangential section the wood appeared darker in colour 
than in the radial section. The sapwood was light yellow- 
ish-brown, and the heart-wood varied from purplish-brown 
to light shades of yellow-brown. The pores appeared 
much as in the radial section but were more conspicuous, 
the resinous contents being plainly discernible withasnia 
magnifying glass. The rays were very numerous, an 
appeared as narrow, short lines, tapering at the en s, an 
of slightly darker colour than the surrounding tissue. 
The rings were indicated by variations in colour. 
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Results of Mechanical Tests 
The results of the mechanical tests are summarised in 
the following table : 


Summary of Results of the Mechanical Tests on Sam Wood 


B. 


C, 


^ ^Transverse bending test (central loading) ; 
Maximum calculated longi- 
tudinal shear . . Ib.jsq. in. 

Modulus*)! rupture 
Fibre stress at elastic limit „ 

Modulus of elasticity . ,, 2 

Elastic resilience . inch-lb. feu. in. 

-Compression test along the gram {24 in. 
length specimen)! 

Crushing stress . . Ib.jsq. m. 

Fibre strength at elastic limit ,, 

Modulus of elasticity . „ 1 

Elastic resilience . inch-lb. feu. in. 

Compression test along the grain (8 in. 
length specimen)! 

Crushing stress . . Ib./sq. in. 

Fibre strength at elastic limit 
Modulus of elasticity . ,, 2 

Elastic resilience . inch-lb. feu. in. 

D. — Compression test across the grain : 

Load at elastic limit . lb. 

Fibre stress at elastic limit ,, 

E. — Shearing tests along the gram t 

Radial — - 

Maximum load supported lb. 

Shearing strength . Ib.fsq, i«. 

Tangential — 

Maximum load supported lb. 

Shearing strength . Ib.fsq. in. 

Specific gravity ..... 
Weight per cubic foot . lb. 

Moisture , p §r cent. 


Maximum. Minimum. 


643 

17,860 

IO >75° 

194,000 

2-85 


7,776 

6,863 

,208,000 

10-00 


7,884 

6,831 

,032,000 

1064 

5,000 

1.244 


7,220 

L774 

9,840 

2,484 

0-699 

43-6 

11-40 


461 

12,800 

9,523 

1,716,000 

2*73 


6,839 

6,237 

1,641,000 

8-41 


6,534 

5.207 

1,708,000 

7-38 

2,7.50 

682 


4,000 

983 

5,640 

L396 

0-485 

30-3 

865 


Mats, 


568 

15,815 

10,432 

2,031,000 

2-79 


7,302 

6,491 

1,941,000 

9-20 


7.395 

6,248 

1,843,000 

8-75 

4.150 

1,031 


6,185 

i.5*° 

7.477 

1,868 

0-603 

377 

9-86 


Results of Working Tests 

(1) Sazving . — The wood cuts easily along and across 
the grain both by power and hand saws. 

(2) Planing . — A good smooth surface is easily obtain- 
able with jack plane and smoothing plane, the wood 
having no tendency to “ pick up. ” 

(3) Boring. — Good clear holes are obtained with brad- 
a wl, gimlet, and centre bit, but there is a slight tendency 
to split, especially near the edges ; twist drills tend to bind. 

(4) Nailing and Screwing. — Both nails and screws hold 
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well along and across the grain, but the wood show 
slight tendency to split when they are driven in a 

(5) Mortising and Dovetailing. — The wood cuts eas’l 

and cleanly in the mortising machine, but joints of 
fair strength are obtainable. ^ 

(6) Working with Gouge and Chisel . — The wood 
easily, but has a tendency to split when carved. 

(7) Turning.— The wood turns well, but the fibres tear 
slightly. A good finish is obtainable with sandpaper but 
there is no strength in thin flanges. 

(8) Glueing. — The joints obtained are not very strong 

(9) Polishing and Varnishing.— The wood has a good 
appearance when polished or varnished. 

(10) Staining . — The wood takes stain well. 

Remarks 

The results of the foregoing tests show that Sam wood 
is a moderately strong, fairly stiff wood, with good working 
properties. It has but little tendency to warp or u check " 
is very straight in grain, and cleaves easily and well. 

The wood has a fairly high modulus of elasticity and 
good crushing and shearing strengths, but in the present 
instance it showed great variation in density in different 
parts of the specimen. 

The Committee considered that whilst this wood 
showed no specially attractive character it was of good 
general appearance, and might be suitable for furniture 
though it would probably be more useful for general 
construction work. 

Black Poisonwood [Mauri a sp. ?) 

The log of Black Poisonwood was 9 ft. long and about 
1 8 in. in diameter. The bark was dark brown and approxi- 
mately i in. thick ; it was intact at first, but fell away 
after the log had been sawn. 

The log was cut into planks 2J in. thick, which were 
seasoned by storing for several months in a warm dry 
place. Many of the planks were badly cracked, and [ in 
some cases a number of parallel “ checks ” were visi e, 
about an inch apart and running diagonally to the lon & i 
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tudinal axis of the plank. There was no indication of any 
internal fungoid growth in the wood. The timber was 
practically free from knots. The grain was slightly wavy 
or alternating spiral, fairly long in fibre and moderately 
fine and dense. The heartwood was reddish-brown, with 
narrow black markings, and the sapwood light yellow- 
brown with greyish discolorations. 

In transverse section the sapwood was light yellow- 
brown witfc greyish discolorations, and the heartwood 
reddish-brown with black markings which roughly coin- 
cided with the annual rings. The pores were numerous, 
fairly large and well-defined, and evenly distributed, except 
near the rings ; they had resinous contents. The rays 
were seen as numerous, fine, parallel, light-coloured lines, in 
some cases showing slight curvature. The rings were fairly 
well defined, averaging 8 or 9 to the inch. The pith was 
brown, soft, and almost circular, with a diameter of about 
iV in. 

In radial section the wood had a lustrous appearance 
and was reddish-brown with black stripings. The pores 
appeared as numerous, pinkish, fairly long, straight grooves 
completely filled. The rays were seen as numerous pinkish 
flakes ; the rings were only faintly indicated. 

In tangential section the wood was darker and less 
lustrous than in the radial section, and showed broad 
black markings. The pores appeared as in the radial 
section. The rays were seen as very numerous pinkish 
lines, tapering at the ends, and about in. long ; the 
rings were invisible. 

Results of Mechanical Tests 

The results of the mechanical tests are summarised in 
the following table : 


Summary of Results of the Mechanical Tests on Black Poisonwood 
(ilauria sp. ?) 


-Transverse bending test [central loading): 
Maximum calculated longi- 

Maximum. 

Minim uni. 

Mean 

tudinal shear , . Ib./sq . in. 

6-15 

5 21 

579 

Modulus of rupture . ,, 

17,980 

14.880 

16,236 

Fibre stress at elastic limit „ 

10,770 

9,300 

10,020 

Modulus of elasticity . „ i 

,840.000 

1,466,000 

1,670,000 

Elastic resilience . inch-lb.lcu, in. 

3'79 

3-51 

3'*5 
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B. — Compression test along the grain {24 in 

length specimen): 

Crushing strength . . Ib.jsq. in 

Fibre stress at elastic limit ,, 

Modulus of elasticity . ,, 

Elastic resilience . inch -lb. feu. in 

C. — Compression test along the grain (8 in 

length specimen): 

Crushing strength . . Ib.jsq . in 

Fibre stress at elastic limit ,, 

Modulus of elasticity . ,, 

Elastic resilience . inch-lb. feu. in 

D. — Compression test across the grain : 

Load at clastic limit . lb. 

Fibre stress at elastic limit Ib.jsq. in 

E. — Shearing tests along the grain : 

Radial — 

Maximum load supported lb. 

Shearing strength . Ib.jsq. in 

Tangential — 

Maximum load supported lb. 

Shearing strength . Ib.jsq. in 

Specific gravity ..... 

Weight per cubic foot . . lb. 

Moisture .... per cent. 


Results of Working Tests 

(1) Sawing. — The wood is tough to cut with hand or 
power saws. It cuts cleanly, but tends to grip hand-saws. 

(2) Planing. — Planing is difficult. It is necessary to 
take a fine cut, and there is a tendency to “pick up.” 

(3) Boring. — Centre bits cut with difficulty; twist 
drills cut fairly well but heat up and are gripped by the 
wood. Bradawls are useless, but gimlets can be em- 
ployed. 

(4) Nailing and Screwing . — Nails are difficult to drive 
in, but hold well. Screws require fair-sized holes ; other- 
wise they break off when screwed in. 

{5) Mortising and Dovetailing . — The wood is difficult to 
cut in a mortising machine. Strong joints are obtainable. 

(6) Working with Gouge and Chisel. — The wood is har 
to work, but the result - are good. 

(7) Turning. — The wood is hard to work and blunts t e 
tools, but gives satisfactory results. A polished sur ace 
of excellent appearance is obtainable with sandpaper. 


Maximum. Minimum. 

Mean. 


6,930 

5 * 4 ®° 

2,035,000 

6*450 

4 * 47 ° 

M 34 . 00 O 

6,712 
5,140 
1 *652,000 

77 ° 

5*66 

6 ‘73 

7 * 99 ° 

6,670 

1,788,000 

6,840 
5 , 44 ° 
i* 1 79 ,ogo 

7.293 

5,873 

1*519,000 

1 2 >98 

6*42 

9-31 

13,000 

6,100 

8,680 

3 * 24 ° 

9 

1,520 

2 * r 57 

7,240 

5*520 

6,620 

1,770 

1,360 

1.628 

10,050 

7,800 

9,142 

2,460 

L 905 

2,24a 

1*070 

0*952 

i* 008 

66*9 

59*5 

63-0 

22*4 

j 5‘4 

j8*6 
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(8) Glueing , — The wood is non-absorbent, and the 
glued joints are consequently weak. 

(9) Polishing . — Care is needed in polishing, but fairly 
satisfactory results are obtained. 

(10) Varnishing . — Satisfactory results are obtainable, 

(11) Staining . — Only a moderately good effect is 
obtained as the wood does not absorb the stain readily. 

Remarks 

* 

Black Poisonwood is a heavy, hard, fairly long-fibred 
wood, of good strength and flexibility. It has good 
crushing strength, especially across the grain, and offers 
a fairly high resistance to shearing. 

Owing to its toughness the wood is difficult to work 
with hand or power tools. It has a tendency to “ check " 
when first cut, but does not warp appreciably. 

The Committee regarded this wood as an interesting 
but heavy wood which might find a market for decorative 
purposes, and for counter-tops and heavy furniture where 
weight is of secondary importance. They considered, 
however, that the grain would not be universally admired, 
and that the timber would probably be difficult to work 
on account of its hardness. 


SILK FROM EAST AFRICA 
In connection with the investigation of raw silk from 
various countries in the Empire, which is being carried 
out in consultation with the Imperial Institute Advisory 
Committee on Silk Production (see “ Report on the 
Operations of the Imperial Institute," this Bulletin, 
1923, 21, 82), mulberry silk cocoons from Kenya and 
Uganda have recently been examined at the Imperial 
Institute. An account of the results of their investigation 
is given in the following pages. 

Kenya 

The silkworms producing the cocoons received from 
Kenya had been raised from 11 seed n supplied by the 
Imperial Institute Advisory Committee on Silk Pro- 
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duction for experimental cultivation in the Colony i n 
accordance with an arrangement made with the Director 
of Agriculture at an interview with the Committee in 1920 

The cocoons were of normal appearance, clean, free 
from stain and mould, cream to pale pinkish-yellow 
externally and bright yellow within. No pierced cocoons 
were observed in the sample. The average weight of the 
cocoons was 0*5 gram. 

The cocoons were found to vary from i*2 # to 1*5 j n 
in length, with an average of 1 *3 in., and from o*6 to o*8 in! 
in diameter, with an average of 07 in. They consisted of 
silk 44 per cent, and chrysalis 56 per cent. 

The diameter of the double fibre (or " bave ' ) 
measured from 0*0006 to 0*0013 in. with an average of 
0*0010 in., and that of the single fibre (or “ brin ") from 
0*00025 to 0*0006 in., with an average of 0*00045 in. 

After being freed from chrysalides the cocoons con- 
tained 9*4 per cent, of moisture, and lost 27*8 per cent, by 
weight (expressed on the moisture-free silk) on degumming 
by boiling with a 1 per cent, soap solution. The degummed 
silk was practically white and appeared to be normal in 
strength and general properties. 

The cocoons were inspected by the Committee, who 
regarded them as clean, well-shaped, and of good appear- 
ance. The actual quality of the silk could not, however, 
be definitely determined except by carrying out practical 
trials, and though the quantity of cocoons available was 
insufficient for weaving tests, the Committee arranged for 
a preliminary reeling trial to be carried out at a filature 
in Lyons. 

In the report on the results of this trial, it was stated 
that the cocoons were irregular in siie and very hard 
when immersed in the reeling basins, so that the reeling 
operation was difficult. The yield of silk was satisfactory, 
but the product obtained was coarser than would have 
been expected from the satisfactory appearance of the 


cocoons. , JV 

The- reeled silk was submitted to the official Con 1 ’ 
ing House at Lyons for examination, and was foun to 
of (rood tenacity but only moderately satisfac o y 


regards elasticity. 
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The silk obtained in the reeling trials was considered 
by the Committee to be of promising quality. It was 
described as a soft silk which appeared to be somewhat 
gummy, a condition which would result in additional loss 
when the material is degummed before being made into 
yarn. The thread was clean, but possessed little brilliancy 
as compared with first quality European silks. The 
reeled silk was valued at 315. per lb. in the United Kingdom 
(March 192*3). 

It would be unsafe to generalise on the basis of the 
present small sample of cocoons, but it may be stated that 
on the whole the results are satisfactory for a first trial. 
The defects of the cocoons as reported by the reelers 
would no doubt disappear as further experience is gained 
in raising and feeding the worms under the conditions 
obtaining in Kenya. The general character of the silk 
was very promising, and in this case also improvement 
may be looked for with increased experience. 

The Committee consider it very desirable that the 
experiments with mulberry silk-worms should be continued 
in Kenya, as a final test of a silk can only be obtained as 
a result of weaving trials with a bulk consignment. It 
has been pointed out to the Kenya authorities that if a 
consignment of not less than 100 lb. of the cocoons can be 
sent to the Imperial Institute it will be possible to 
arrange for further reeling trials and for weaving experi- 
ments with the silk obtained. 

Uganda 

The cocoons received from Uganda were of dark cream 
colour, oblong in shape, with rounded ends, and somewhat 
constricted in the centre. The internal surface of the 
cocoons was of a pale yellow tint. A fair number of the 
cocoons showed dark brown stains. Not many double 
cocoons were present, and only a few pierced cocoons were 
found in the sample. 

The cocoons averaged about 0*4 gram in weight, and 
measured from i*i to 1*8 in. in length, with an average 

1 '3 in. The average diameter was 07 in. 

The diameter of the double fibre (or “ have ”) measured 
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up to 0*0010 in. and that of the single fibre (or " brin 
from o-ooo2 to 0*0006 in., being mainly 0*0004 in. 

After degumming, the silk was almost white, and 
appeared to be normal in strength and general properties. 

The cocoons were inspected by the Silk Committee, 
who described them as uneven in size, variable in colour^ 
and of poor quality, many of them being stained, probably 
a result of disease which appeared to have affected the 
worms. In the opinion of the Committee th^ defects of 
the cocoons were attributable to the difficulty which had 
been met with in feeding and raising the worms. 

It was decided to remove the least satisfactory cocoons 
and to arrange for reeling trials with the remainder to be 
carried out at a filature in Lyons. The results were on 
the whole favourable, the 14 rendement ” (a figure indicating 
the quantity of cocoons required to yield 1 kilogramme of 
silk) being good, and the winding tests satisfactory. The 
elasticity was somewhat low, but the tenacity proved to 
be adequate. 

On the whole the results of the reeling trials were 
considered by the Committee to be promising, so far as 
the cocoons actually used were concerned. 

The reeled product was examined by the Committee 
and found to be a soft spongy silk, affording a clean thread 
but lacking in brilliancy. The Committee valued it at 
11s. per lb. in the United Kingdom (March, 1923). bul 
were of opinion that if improved methods of raising the 
cocoons were adopted a silk of far better quality should 


be obtainable. , 

The Committee considered that in view of t 
culties experienced in raising the cocoons, the rcsu 
obtained in the present instance were not 
They regarded it, however, as unwise to 

I he technical »d — 

of the silk on the results of the reeling ; t « # small 

in this case, as the cocoons used formc * ? had been 

sample from which all those of poor q 
eliminated. - , h reeling trials 

The Committee recommended further * better 

with a larger quantity of cocoons m that 

conditions. For this purpose it has been sugg 
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not less than 100 lb. of dry cocoons should if possible be 
forwarded to the Imperial Institute so that arrangements 
may be made for weaving trials, which would be necessary 
as a final test of the technical value of the silk, but that if 
this quantity of cocoons is not likely to be available for 
some time, a quantity of (say) 25 to 50 lb. should be sent 
in order to enable proper reeling trials to be carried out. 

« General Remarks 
As regards the general question of the prospects of 
sericulture in countries like Kenya and Uganda which are 
considering the industry for the first time, the following 
observations were made by the Committee. 

It will be found very difficult to export the cocoons 
to Europe for reeling, pay the freight charges, and obtain 
a profit on the undertaking. Moreover, in the early 
stages of the industry, producers of cocoons would have 
to be content with a price lower than the ruling market 
price for cocoons until the qualities of the cocoons became 
recognised. Thus, whereas the current price of the best 
French cocoons (dry) is about ys. per lb., ex store, cocoons 
from new sources, even if of good quality, w'ould at first 
probably not average more than 4 s. to 5s. per lb. 

In the opinion of the Committee, the only reliable 
way to establish a silk industry in Kenya or Uganda would 
be for arrangements to be made (officially or otherwise) 
to cover the loss on sales of cocoons until it is possible to 
establish a small filature and reel the silk locally ; after 
which the industry should be profitable, provided that the 
silk is of good quality and the reeling is properly done. 


THE MEDICINAL VALUE OF ONCOBA OILS 
In 1908 seeds of the “ Gorli ” plant ( Oncoba echinala) from 
Sierra Leone were examined at the Imperial Institute and 
found to contain 46 per cent, of a hard, white crystalline 
fat. Subsequent examination of the fatty acids of which 
the fat is composed showed that they consist of 87*5 per 
cent, of chaulmoogric acid and 12-5 per cent, of un- 
saturated liquid acids (this Bulletin, 1913, 11 * 439 J 
Moulding and Akers, Proc. Client. Soc 1 9 1 3 > J 97)* 
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Chaulmoogric acid is the principal constituent of 
chaulmoogra oil, obtained in India from the seeds of 
Taraktogenos Kurzii , and of the oils of species of Hydno - 
carpus. These oils find a use in medicine as a cure for 
leprosy and other skin diseases, and it seems probable that 
if the fat of Gorli seeds could be obtained in sufficient 
quantity, it could be employed for the same purpose. 

Other species of Oncoba occur in parts of Africa, and 
the seeds of 0 . spinosa from South Africa hdVe recently 
been examined at the Institute in order to ascertain whether 
they also yield an oil containing chaulmoogric acid. 

The material received consisted .of spherical fruits 
about 1 1 in. in diameter, having a thin hard shell and 
containing seeds embedded in dark brown pulp. 

The seeds, which were in sound condition, were small, 
flat and oval, and varied in colour from brown to very 
dark reddish-brown. They contained 6*5 per cent, of 
moisture, and yielded on extraction with petroleum ether 
35-2 per cent, of a brownish-yellow oil, equivalent to a 
yield of 37*6 per cent, from the moisture-free seeds. When 
spread on glass, the oil dried in from three to four days. 

The oil was submitted to chemical examination, and 
the results are shown in the following table in comparison 
with those obtained with 0 . echinata oil. 


Specific gravity . 

Solidifying point of fatty 
acids 6 C. 

Acid value . 

Saponification value 
Iodine value . pet cent. 
Refractive index at 40° ('. 
Specific rotation of fatty acids 
'a:,. i« • 

Un saponifiable matter per cent 
Volatile acids .soluble . 

insoluble 

Chaulmoogric acid per cent 


O. s+iti'isa Oi'. 

0*9303 at 15/15° c * 
234 

X 2* I 
I92-2 

177-0 

r-474 

nil 
i-3 
o*5 
o-45 
nil 


0. echinata Oil. 

0-S93 at 1 ix>; 1 5° C. 

57' 8 
4' 5 
192-4 
99-7 


+ 52 * 5 ° 

i-6 

nil 


84-4 


The results .,f the investigation show that ^ 1 

0 . spinosa differs considerably in ffs constants from ^ 
oil of 0 . echinata, and that tinltke the Utter i 
chaulmoogric acid. The oil would therefore not ha^ 


ir-rlir imi) nrODLTtic: 


f in. nil of 0 . echinata or 


moogra oil. 
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0 . spinosa oil is a drying oil and might be utilised for 
paint and varnish making. The difficulty of separating 
the seeds from the pulp of the fruits, however, might 
militate against their commercial utilisation. 


LOCAL CLAYS FOR BRICK AND TILE 
MANUFACTURE IN MAURITIUS 

In the “ Report on the Operations of the Imperial In- 
stitute/’ published as No. 1 of this volume of the Bulletin 
reference is made (p. 34) to the examination of brick- and 
tile-making materials from various countries of the Empire. 
Detailed reports on these materials from Uganda, Kenya 
and Nigeria have already been published in this Bulletin 
(1921, 19 , 297, 303 ; 1922, 20, 302), and in the present 
article certain clays from Mauritius are dealt with. 

In 1921 three clays, obtained from different parts of 
the island, were received, and brie k 7 ma king trials were 
carried out with them at the Imperial Institute. In the 
following year larger quantities of each clay were supplied, 
which were examined as materials for the manufacture of 
tiles and drain pipes. The clays were as follows : 

No. 1. “ From Calebasses. n ‘ — A dark red clay, con- 

taining a number of small lumps of haematite and hard 
clay. No felspar or coarse quartz was observed. 

No. 2. “ From La Ferme” — A very hard, dark grey 

clay, containing a few small lumps consisting of oxides 
of manganese and iron. 

No. 3. “ From La Nicolilre .” — A soft yellow clay, 

containing some sandy matter consisting of haematite, 
limonite, quartz and decomposed felspar. 

I. Brick-making Trials 

No. 1 ( Calebasses ). — This clay, after being ground to 
pass a sieve having 2c meshes to the linear inch, formed 
a very plastic mass when mixed with water. 

Bricks made from the ground crude clay broke up on 
being fired to a temperature of 1,040° C. for six hours, 
probably on account of the excessive shrinkage, which 
amounted to 187 per cent. The clay is therefore quite 
unsuitable, in the crude state, for the manufacture of 
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bricks, and experiments were made to determine wheth 
the addition of “ grog ” * would effect any improvement 
Bricks made from mixtures of the crude clay and sr 
and containing respectively 40 per cent, and 60 per cent' 
of the latter material, were fired to a temperature of about 
1,040° C. for six hours, with the results shown in the 
following table : 


Water added . . per cent. 

Temperature of firing 
Time of firing . . . hours 

Shrinkage on air-drying per cent. 
Additional shrinkage on firing per cent. 
Total shrinkage . . per cent. 

Tensile strength . lb. per sq. i n. 

Porosity (water absorption) per cent. 

Ring 

Colour ...... 


Crude clay. «> P«r cenl. CUj 4 opt r «n t 

Gro g 64r“ ; 


30 

27 

28 

1,040° c. 

1. 040° C. 

1.040* c. 

6 

6 

6 

12-4 

67 

4-2 

6-3 

* 43 

*3 

187 

11*0 


— 

183 


— 

35 * 4 1 

— 

— ■ 

Fairly good 

Bad 

Terracotta 

Terracotta 

Light 

Terracotta 


1 A$ compared with 23-4 for an ordinary Sitiingbourne red building brick. 


The quantity of clay available was insufficient to 
permit of the determination of the crushing strength of 
the bricks. The brick made from the mixture containing 
40 per cent, of grog was fairly strong but had a high 
porosity, and the shrinkage w r as in excess of the limit of 
about 8j per cent, usually permissible. 

The brick made from the mixture containing 60 per 
cent, of grog was weak and an attempt was therefore made 
to improve its strength by re-firing it to a temperature of 
about 1,160° C. for two hours, but no perceptible increase 
in strength resulted. 

Both bricks containing grog had warped badly, It 
was thought that the warping might be due to incipient 
softening of the bricks on account of their low fusibility, 
but this was found riot to be the case, as cones made oi 
the mixture containing 60 per cent, of grog and fire to 
a temperature of 1,230° C. showed only slight vitri catl0 "‘ 

Fairly strong bricks can be made from this c ay ro 
Gale basses by using a clay-grog mixture containing a 0 
40 per cent, of grog, but on account of the hig s n 

* The " grog " was prepared by firing some of the raw clay t0 j uct pass a 
of about i.ooo 0 C. for sue hours, and grinding the burnt p 
20-mcsh sieve. 
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and the tendency of the bricks to warp extreme care 
would be necessary in firing. 

No. 2 (La Ferme). This clay, after being air-dried and 
ground to pass a sieve of 20 meshes to the linear inch 
formed an extremely plastic mass when mixed with water’ 
A brick made from the ground clay alone showed a 
shrinkage on air-drying of 16-0 per cent., but the further 
shrinkage could not be determined as the brick fell to 
pieces when fired. The crude clay was therefore useless 
for brick-making and trials were accordingly made with 
mixtures containing grog, prepared as already described. 
These bricks were fired to a temperature of about 1 ,040° C. 
for six hours, with the results shown in the following 
table : 


Water added . . per cent. 

Temperature of firing 
Time of firing . . . hours 

Shrinkage on air-drying . per cent . 
Additional shrinkage on firing per cent. 
Total shrinkage . . per cent. 

Tensile strength . lb. per sq. in. 

Porosity (water absorption) per cent. 

Ring 

Colour . 


Crude clay. P^ r cen C Clay 40 per cenl. 

Orog 40 per cent. Grog 60 per cec t. 


34 

1,040° C. 
6 

1 6*o 


28 
1,040° C. 
6 

8*9 
27 
r i*6 
181 
31*4 1 
Good 


29 

1,040° C. 
6 

4-5 

2‘0 

65 

23-6 1 
Good 


■ — Light Indian Light Indian 

red red 

As compared with 23-4 for an ordinary Sittingbourne red building brick. 

The two bricks containing grog were fairly strong, and 
suitable for ordinary building purposes. The brick made 
from the mixture containing 60 per cent, of grog was the 
better of the two, as the shrinkage was low and the material 
being less sticky was easier to work than the 40 per cent, 
mixture. The tensile strength of the brick containing 
40 per cent, of grog was practically the same as that of the 


corresponding brick made with Clay No. 1 from Calebasses. 

The quantity of clay available was insufficient for the 
determination of the crushing strength of the bricks or of 
the tensile strength of the brick containing 60 per cent, 
of grog. 


No, 3 {La NicolUre ). — This clay, when ground to pass 
a 20 -mesh sieve, formed a fairly plastic mass with water, 
but it was rather difficult to mould satisfactorily. 

Bricks made with the crude clay and with a mixture 
containing 40 per cent, of grog were fired to a temperature 
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of 1,040° C. for six hours, and the results obtained 
shown in the following table : 


Water added 
Temperature of firing. 

Time of firing . 

Shrinkage oil air-drying 
Additional shrinkage on firing 
Total shrinkage. 

Tensile strength 
Porosity (water absorption) 
Ring .... 
Colour .... 


. per cent. 

. . hours 

. per cent . 

. per cent . 

. per cent, 

lb. per sq . in. 
. per cent. 




32-5 

1,040° C. 

6 
79 
3’9 
n-8 
91 

5 S *9' ' 

Fairly good Fairly good 

Dark orange Dark orange 

re( l red 


rtJ g 40 per cent* 
34‘0 

I.o 4 n° C. 

6 

2-8 

2-5 

5‘3 

57 

6.V2 1 


1 As compared with 24-5 for a Bracknell * rubber " brick. 


The bricks made from the crude clay were rather soft 
and very porous, but such products might possibly serve 
for use as “ rubbers. n The brick made with the 40 per 
cent, grog mixture was too weak to be of any value and 
it was therefore re-fired to a temperature of about i,i6o°C. 
for two hours, but no appreciable increase in strength was 
observed. 


Summary 


The results obtained show that clays No. 1 (Calcbasses) 
and No. 2 (La Ferine) are unsuitable for use in the crude 
state for the manufacture of bricks. By admixture with 
suitable quantities of grog, fairly strong bricks can be 
made with these two clays, but those made with No. 1 
have a tendency to warp and the range of satisfactory 
mixtures which can be made with this clay and grog is 
less than in the case of No. 2, which is thus the better 
of the two clays. 

Clay No. 3 (La Nicoli£re) is only suitable for use in the 
crude state for the manufacture of soft, porous bricks, 
which might possibly serve as “ rubbers if their very 


high porosity is not disadvantageous. 

It F possible that prolonged weathering might improve 


the quality of all these clays, and render them more suit- 

,scs, but this point could only 

Improvement might 

and 2 by heating them to 
- - itenal 


able for brick-making purpose 
be decided by prolonged trials. 
:Ay be effected in Nos 


1 


possibly oe eneeuu in -- - 

about 200° C. before grinding, but owing to lackoi m ' 
this point could not be investigated. 
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II. Tiles 

No. 1 ( Calebasses ). — It was shown in the section 
on bricks (p. 587) that this cla Y has a high shrinkage and 
shows a tendency to break up on firing. It is evident 
therefore that in the raw state it would not be suitable 
for the manufacture of tiles. 

The mixture found most suitable for the manufacture 
of bricks from this clay was one containing 60 per cent, of 
clay and 46 per cent, of grog. Tiles were made from a 
similar mixture which had been ground to pass a sieve 
of 20 meshes to the linear inch, and were fired at a tem- 
perature of 1,030° C\ for six hours, the total time of firing 
being twenty-four hours. 

The products so obtained were tested with the results 
shown in Table A. 

As stated on p. 590 it was thought that a process of 
pre-heating clays Nos. 1 and 2 might effect an improvement 
in their quality. A quantity of clay No. 1 was therefore 
heated to a temperature of 300° C. for about four hours, 
and was then ground to pass a 20-mesh sieve and mixed 
with water. It was now found that the clay had lost its 
extreme plasticity and was easy to work. Tiles were made 
from the pre-heated clay alone and also from a mixture of 
60 per cent, of the pre-heated clay with 40 per cent, of 
clay No. 3 and were fired as before. 

The results of the above trials are tabulated below. 


TABLE A 


Water added . . . per cent . 

Maximum temperature . 

Duration of firing at maximum tem- 
perature .... hours 

Total time of firing. . . hours 

Shrinkage on air-drying . per cent. 

Shrinkage on firing . per cent . 

Total shrinkage . . p e r cent . 

Cross breaking stress : 

(<i) Unfired . lb. per sq. in. 

(6) Fired 1 . . lb. per sq. in. 

Warpage on firing {deflection of 6 in. 
tile from straight) . . in. 

Porosity of the fired tile (determined 
by water absorption) 1 per cent. 




60 per cent . 

) per cent. Clay 
No, i, 40 per 
cent. Grog. 

Clay No. i 
(pre-heated;* 

Clay No. i 
(pre-heated), 

40 per cent. Clay 
No. 3. 

26-8 

30-0 

30-2 

1,030° C. 

1,030° c. 

1,030° c. 

6 

6 

6 

24 

24 

24 

87 

3*2 

4*9 

3*6 

140 

121 

123 

17-2 

17*0 

276 

— 

— 

929 

1,220 

1,148 

0-22 

nil 

003 

34*4 

20-5 

30-6 


1 A commercial roofing tile of good quality examined in comparison gave 
2,ooS lb, per sq. in. for the cross breaking stress and had a porosity of 3°’7 P er cenL 
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It will be seen that the tiles made from the m' 
of the untreated clay with grog had warped badlv 
were fairly strong, the transverse breaking stress b * 
about half that of a commercial roofing tile of good on r ^ 
The porosity was approximately equal to that of the com 
mercial tile. 


As stated on p. 589, extremely careful firing would be 
necessary with this clay on account of its tendency to warn 

Very marked improvement was effected by*'p r c 4 ieat' 
the clay before use and thus the tendency of the raw clay 
body to disintegrate on firing was overcome, warpage was 
almost eliminated, and a product wasmbtained which was 
stronger than that yielded by the raw clay-grog mixture 
previously tried. 

The shrinkage on air-drying was greatly reduced, but 
the total shrinkage was still high. 

No, 2 (La Ferme ). — -Tiles were made from a mixture 
of 60 per cent, of the clay and 40 per cent, of grog, 
but a weak product was obtained on firing. It was thought 
possible that, by substituting Clay No. 3 for grog, a stronger 
material might be produced, and tiles were therefore made 


TABLE B 


60 per cent. 
Clay No. 2, 

+0 per cent. Grog, 


Water added . per cent. 

Maximum temperature 

Duration of firing at maxi- 
mum temperature. /tours 

Total time of firing . hours 

Shrinkage on air-drying 

per cent. 

Shrinkage on firing 

per cent. 

Total shrinkage per cent. 

Cross breaking stress : 

(a) Unfired lb. per sq. in. 
(A) Fired 1 lb. per sq. in. 

Warpage on firing (deflec- 
tion of 6 in. tile from 
straight) . . in. 

Porosity of the fired tile (de- 
termined by water ab- 
sorption) 1 . per cent. 


28*0 

1 ,030* C 

6 

24 

85 

1*7 

IO-2 

230 

3 r >5 


nil 


37 9 


40 percent. 
Clay No. 2 , 
6< < per cent. 
Oay No. 3. 

27-5 

i ,030° c. 


6 

24 

8-5 

io*r 

186 

179 

957 


29*1 


30 per cent. 
Clay No. 2, 
70 per cent. 
Clay No. 3. 

28*0 

1,030° C. 

6 

24 

8*5 

io-5 

190 

236 

1.083 


32'4 


80 per cent. 
Clay No. 2 
(pre -heated), 
20 per ceci. 
Clay No. 1. 

267 

1,030* C. 


24 

i-7 


97 

ii*4 


1,246 


nil 


commercial roofing tile of good quality examined in p efC ent' 

r sq. in. for the cross breaking stress and had aporos „ 


2,008 lb. per sq. in.fo\ 
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from mixtures of Clay No. 2 with varying proportions of 
Clay No. 3, both clays being ground to pass a sieve of 
20 meshes to the linear inch. 

This clay was pre-heated (as in the case of No. i) 
but owing to the poor plasticity of the resulting product 
tiles were not made from it alone but from a mixture of 
80 per cent, of the pre-heated clay with 20 per cent, of 
raw clay No. 1, the latter being added as a binding agent. 
These tiles .were fired as before. 

The results of the above series of trials are given in 
Table B, p. 592. 

The results show that mixtures of clay No. 2 with 
grog did not give tiles of sufficient strength. Improve- 
ment in strength was effected by the use of clay No. 3 in 
place of grog, but in this case the shrinkage was very 
high and there was considerable warpage. 

Great improvement in all respects was effected by 
pre-heating the clay. The tendency of the raw body to 
disintegrate on firing was overcome, the shrinkage and 
porosity were reduced to a reasonable amount, the warpage 
eliminated, and a fairly strong product was obtained. 


TABLE 

Clay No. 3 


Water added . per cent. 
Maximum temperature 
Duration of firing at maxi- 
mum temperature, hours 
Total time of firing . hours 
Shrinkage on air- drying 

Per cent. 

Shrinkage on firing 

per cent. 

Total shrinkage per cent. 
Cross breaking stress : 

(a) Unfired lb. per sq. in. 
(k) Fired 1 lb. per sq, in. 
Warpage on firing (deflec- 
tion of 6 in. tile from 

straight} . . 

Porosity of the fired tile 
(determined by water 
absorption) 1 p er cenL 


32'5 

1,030° C. 

6 

24 

7-1 

5 4 
12-3 

267 

767 


nil 


80 percent. 
Clay No. 3, 
20 percent. 
Clay No. 1, 

28-3 

1,030° C. 

6 

24 

6-5 

9‘9 
1 0*4 

356 

I.500 


53'6 


0*04 


38 -i 


7o per cent. 
Clay No, 3, 
30 per cent. 
Clay No. 1. 

26*5 

1,030° C. 

6 

24 

8*4 

11*2 

19-6 

396 

1,760 


35T 


60 per cent. 
Clay No. 3, 
40 per cent. 
Clay No. j. 

292 

1,030° C, 
6 

24 


132 

22-0 


188 

L7I0 


0-05 


32-6 


2 0 COf3t1nerc ^ a ^ roofing tile of good quality examined tn comparison gave 
• per sq, tn. for the cross breaking stress and had a porosity of 30*7 per cent . 
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No. 3 (La Nicolikre ).— Tiles were made from the 
neat clay and from mixtures of the clay with varying 
proportions of Clay No. i. No mixtures were made with 
grog, as the brick-making trials with No. 3 had shown 
that such mixtures yielded a weak, very porous- material 

The results obtained on firing these tiles are shown 
in Table C, p. 593. 

The results show that a weak and porous product was 
obtained when the clay was used alone, but j-hat strong 
tiles were produced from mixtures with Clay No. 1. 
these mixtures, however, the shrinkage was high, and 
there was a tendency to warp. Very careful firing would 
therefore be necessary to ensure good results. 


Summary 

The results obtained show that strong tiles can be 
produced from the untreated clays by using them in 
suitable admixture. The best results are obtained by 
using Clay No. 3 in conjunction with No. 1 or No. 2, and 
if the firing can be carried out sufficiently carefully to 
overcome the difficulties caused by high shrinkage and 
warpage, satisfactory tiles would be produced. 

Great improvement can be effected with these clays 
by pre-heating, which eliminates the tendency of the raw 
clay to break up and warp on firing, and yields a product 
suitable for the manufacture of tiles. In these trials 
the clays were pre-heated at 300° C. for four hours, but 
a somewhat lower temperature (not, however, below 200 
C.), would probably give equally good results. 

It should be noted that though strong tiles can be 
produced from these clays, their strength is in all cas ' 
somewhat inferior to that of the commercial tiles of good 
quality which were tested in comparison. If practica 
trials show that the tiles are not sufficiently durable, 0 
if semi-vitrified tiles are required, the effect 0 a . , 
small quantities of very finely powdered fusi e m _ 
S «h ’ fcUpar or «b*. to rt. f-oond 
determined. The effect of prolonged l weathtru g 
also be investigated, as suggested in the sectio 
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III. Drain Pipes 

Two classes of pipes may be considered under the 
term “ drain pipes/’ viz. sewage pipes and agricultural 
drain pipes. 

Sewage pipes are generally made of a vitrifiable clay, 
or of a fire-clay to which has been added felspar or other 
fluxing material. They are usually covered with a salt 
glaze and should therefore have a siliceous body. The 
Mauritius clays, which are very ferruginous and contain 
little free silica, would be unsuitable for the production 
of sewage pipes, since the composition of the body would 
not permit of the ready application of the perfect glaze 
necessitated by the porous nature of the fired material. 

The clays were tested as to their suitability for the 
production of agricultural drain pipes, which are usually 
made from ordinary brick clays. 

No. i ( Calebasses ). — The same mixture of clay and 
grog found most suitable for the manufacture of bricks 
and tiles was used for the production of pipes. 

The pipes were fired under the same conditions as the 
tiles. Like the tiles and bricks, they had a tendency to 
warp, but were fairly strong and should be suitable for 
agricultural purposes. 

An attempt to glaze some of the pipes with salt was 
unsuccessful, no sign of a glaze being produced, owing 
to the non-siliceous nature of the body. 

No pipes were made from the pre-heated material, 
but the greater ease in firing caused by the elimination of 
the tendency to warp would justify manufacturing trials 
being made with it. The somewhat high shrinkage on 
firing of the pre-heated clay is, in this case, the chief 
objection to its use, but this might be surmounted in 
practice. 

No. 2 ( La Ferme). — Pipes were made from mixtures 
(of raw clays) corresponding to those from which tiles were 
uiade, and were fired under the same conditions as the 
tiles. The pipes made from the mixture of 60 per cent, 
clay and 40 per cent, grog were weak, but those made 
from the mixture with Clay No. 3 were fairly strong. The 
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high shrinkage (shown in the table B on p. 592) an d ^ 
tendency to warp were the chief defects. 

No pipes were made from the pre-heated clay, but the 
results obtained in the tile-making tests indicate that good 
results could probably be obtained. 

No. 3 (La Nicolidre ). — Strong drain pipes can be 
produced from mixtures of this clay with No. 1 in the same 
proportions as used for tiles. The mixture containing 
80 per cent, of No. 3 is the more porous, and would there- 
fore probably be the most suitable for agricultural purposes. 

Summary 

« 

None of the clays would be suitable for the manufacture 
of sewage pipes, but drain pipes which would probably be 
suitable for agricultural purposes can be produced from 
the clays by the use of mixtures corresponding to those 
found most successful in the tile-making trials. It is 
probable that good results could also be obtained by the 
use of pre-heated clay. 


SPECIAL ARTICLE 

COTTON GROWING IN AUSTRALIA 
By W. H. Johnson, F.L.S, 

Lately Director of Agriculture, Southern Provinces, Nigeria 

Australia is slightly larger than the United States of 
America, and about 1,150,000 square miles or more than 
one-third of it, lies within the tropics. Cotton can b 
grown in some parts of the country, but 
are unadapted for the cultivation on account of t 
or unsuitably distributed rainfall The Am. sr 
belt lies between 25° and 37 ’ north atitude the no 
and southern limits of the Austrahan continent 

parallels of latitude .0“ 4' south and 39 " e of 

to its insular geographical ^posttion and l £ ab 

striking physical features Australia J on t 

subject to extreme weather conditions than 


similar latitudes in other parts 


of the world. 
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Early Efforts to Grow Cotton 

Spasmodic efforts have been made to grow cotton in 
Australia since 1788, when Governor Philip brought 
cotton seed from South America to plant in Sydney It 
is reported that “ the plants raised from these seeds 
flourished and produced much cotton." The Governor 
of Brisbane mentioned, in an address which he made to 
the Agricultural Society in 1825, that the experiments 
conducted with cotton had established the fact that this 
crop could be successfully cultivated. At this period 
Australian-grown cotton was favourably reported on in 
England, and articles were manufactured from it and 
sent back to the country. About 1 845 , Dr. Lang, a strong 
advocate of cotton growing in Australia, stated : “ My 
efforts therefore at this period in connection with cotton 
cultivation in Australia originated in a general measure 
if not exclusively, in my desire to get out to our colonies 
a population of the right description from Great Britain 
and Ireland. Cotton .cultivation I conceived was to 
be the means, but this was the end." He was success- 
ful in sending to Moreton Bay about 600 persons from 
England. 


In 1852, the first bale of Australian cotton was pro- 
duced, on a measured acre of land, at a cost of £5, and it 
sold at the rate of is, 10 }d. per lb. The Queensland 
Crown Lands Act, i860, offered a premium of £10 for 
three years, and £5 for the two succeeding years, for 
each 300-lb. bale of Sea Island cotton produced in the 
colony and exported to Great Britain. An additional 


incentive to cotton production at this stage was the high 
prices for cotton due to the American Civil War. In 
1862, seventeen bales of cotton were exported. In 1870, 
14,674 acres were planted with cotton and 1,630,755 lb. 
of lint were exported. In the following year 12,964 
acres were planted and 2,602,100 lb. of lint we_pe exported. 

!th the resumption of normal conditions in America, 
a nd the consequent fall in cotton prices and the withdrawal 
0 the Government subsidy, the area under cotton cultiva- 
tion shrank considerabfy. A slight revival was manifested 
ln 1890 through the establishment, with Government 


'3 
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assistance, of a cotton factory at Ipswich, in Queensland 
but on the closing of the factory in 1897 these efforts were 
again relaxed. 

Various samples of cotton produced in Queensland, 
New South Wales, and Western Australia liave been 
received from time to time at the Imperial Institute, and 
the results of the examination of a number of these have 
been published in this Bulletin (1917, 15 , 23). 


Factors Affecting Cotton Production 
In connection with the activities directed in recent 
vears to increasing the production of cotton within the 
Empire, the possibility of Australia proving a contributory 
factor has been apparently condemned on the erroneous 
assumption that “ cotton is a black man's crop,” and that 
the high cost of Australian labour must militate against 
it- profitable production. The fallacy of this assumption 
is demonstrated by the United States Census returns, 
which show that three-fifths of the American cotton crop 
is produced by white men, and that two-thirds of the 
farms in the cotton belt are operated by them. Moreover, 
cotton farms operated by white owners produce the 
highest yields, and these are followed in order by those 
ofwhite tenants, negro tenants, and negro owners. Labour 
is no more costly in Australia than in the United States, 
but in any case, at the existing stage of the Australian 
cotton-growing industry, it would be inadvisable for the 
farmer tu plant more cotton than he and h,s family can 
cultivate and pick unaided. Cotton must therefore b 
considered as an adjunct in diversified agriculture, rather 
than as the primary source of income. ^ 

Fortunately there are several other crops 
successfully cultivated in Australia ,» 
cotton, such as maize, tobacco, ^T 'ccuZons that 
and grain sorghums. Other profita c are 

may be pursued in association with i ter cheese and 

dairying and pig and poultry ralS ’"f ’ ^bhshed in many 

bacon factories have been successfully cstablis 

parts of Australia. nicking cr0 ^ 

1 Thinning out the young plants and pickng 



599 


COTTON GROWING IN AUSTRALIA 

are the two most laborious tasks connected with cotton 
growing. It is probable that, as the industry develops 
and larger areas are grown, assistance for these operations 
may be procured from the large towns, as is done in the 
case of fruit picking in the irrigation settlements of the 
southern portion of the continent. Too much reliance 
must not, however, be attached to this source of supply 
for the fruit and sugar industries already demand a 
considerable proportion of the casual labour available. 

Overseas transport has been cited as an obstacle to 
profitable cotton production in Australia, but this does not 
appear to have unduly affected the marketing of Australia's 
staple products, such as meat, wool and wheat, while 
Australian fruit is successfully competing in the English 
market with that of countries situated in much closer 
proximity to these shores. It is significant in this con- 
nection that the Chamber of Shipping of the United 
Kingdom has in a recent statement emphasised the 
desirability of Australia substantially reducing her port 
and terminal charges, which hinder the cheap marketing 
of her produce. As an illustration it is mentioned that 
the costs of a cargo steamer of 1 1 ,000 tons remaining in 
port for five days are, in the United Kingdom, 55 to 62 
per cent, over those ruling in 1913, while in Australia 
they are 148 per cent, higher. Terminal costs examined 
in detail show that light dues in Australia are 225 per 
cent, over pre-war rates ; whereas those for the United 
Kingdom have now been reduced to only 14*3 per cent, 
above pre-war rates. Further, it is stated that shipping 
services to Australia are running at a loss ; the Australian 
Government Line has shown a loss of £2,700,000 in the 
last two years ; and that consequently it is in vain for 
Australia to hope for further reduced transport charges 
until she has substantially reduced her own port and 
other terminal charges. 

Prospective Cotton Growing Areas 

Such investigations as have been conducted up to the 
present indicate that the areas best adapted for cotton 
cultivation are to be found in Queensland ; Northern 
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New South Wales ; the Northern Territory ; the irrigated 
districts of New South Wales, Victoria, and South 
Australia ; and in North-West Australia. A glance at the 
map will demonstrate the fact that American cotton has 
to be transported by railway for export over tar greater 
distances than would be necessary with respect to cotton 
grown in any of these States. 


Queensland 

Queensland appears to offer the best prospects for 
successful cotton cultivation, but, until the areas in the 
other States have been properly tested, it would be unwise 
to ex ress a dogmatic opinion on the subject. Soil and 
climatic conditions are most favourable in the belt extend- 
ing from the southern border to Cape York, a distance of 
i 300 miles, with a breadth of approximately 200 miles 
from the coast. At different periods, cotton has been 
grown at numerous centres throughout this belt insufficient 
quantities to demonstrate the suitability of the soil and 
climate. To-day isolated plants may be found in these 
localities growing in a semi-wild state, and unfortunately 

2i menace to cultivated cotton, as they function as a 

nursery for pest propagation. 

Land Tenure .— Within this belt there exist enormous 
areas of fertile virgin land lying idle in proximity to rail- 
ways and shipping. Under the Queensland land laws, 
farm holdings can be obtained on a perpetual leasehold 
tenure, on payment of a rental to the Crown of about 
,i p er cent, per annum on a moderate valuation of the 
land The settler is thus not encumbered at the com- 
mencement of his operations with a weighty mortgage, 
and his capital is available for developing his holding. 

Climate and So«l-With respect to ^itucM 
and soil, the conditions obtaining in th eQ o{ ^ 

cotton-growing areas are somewhat simi d 

American cotton belt. The 0“““^ areasar ^ 
in 1 1 20° r outh latitude. Along the nor telB . 

of the American cotton belt, the average it » 

perature is 77 0 F. f and along the sout e *_ are for 

Bo°- 85° F. The mean summer temperat 
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Central Queensland 8o*5°, South-West Queensland 8o*8° 
North Queensland 81-2°, and North-West Queensland 84-3°' 
The average annual precipitation in the American cotton 
belt varies from 23 in. in Oklahoma and Texas to 55 in 
in North 'Carolina and 60 in. in South Mississippi, but 
throughout much of the belt it is between 30 and 50 in 
In Queensland it ranges between 25 and 120 in. The 
heaviest precipitation occurs in parts of North Queensland 
where sugar is extensively grown ; elsewhere it ranges 
between 25 and 60 in. The growing season is of good 
length and favourable to cotton cultivation, for most 
of the rain falls in, the summer months November to 
April. 

The most productive cotton soils in the United States 
are the dark-coloured clay lands, and the red, brown and 
black river bottoms \ the prevailing soils in Queensland 
are fertile decomposed basalt, diorite and alluvial loams. 
The deep rich volcanic loam soils of the Atherton tableland 
and other areas have been known to produce nine or ten 
consecutive crops of maize without the application of 
fertilisers. The average yield of maize on these soils is 
45 bushels, of 56 lb., per acre, though as many as 100 
bushels per acre have been recorded. The black clay 
loams found in certain marshy areas are, in their present 
condition, unsuited for cotton cultivation, but would 
probably be greatly improved by drainage and thorough 
working. The light porous sandy loams that are com- 
monly met with are also unsatisfactory as they are lacking 
in organic matter and are unretentive of moisture ; their 
fertility and physical condition would, however, be much 
improved by heavy dressings of organic manure. 

Cultural Experiments Urgently Needed. — Hitherto cotton 
has only been grown in a spasmodic manner, and as the 
growers had little knowledge of the crop's requirements, 
it is not surprising that the results have not been very 
gratifying, and little reliable information is available as 
to crop yields and production costs. The following 
average costs per acre, on 22 acres planted in 1921, which 
were furnished to me by a farmer in South Queensland, 
are therefore of interest in this connection. I may mention 
that this was the best cultivated cotton farm that I saw 
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during iny investigation of the Australian cotton ^ • 
districts : ' g "’ ln ? 

Expenditure. Receipts 

£ s. d. * 

Production . .250 950 lb. of seeil cotton at * S ‘ ^ 

Picking at per lb. $\d. per lb. . * . 2 i - 

of seed cotton ..694 5 

Bags, pressing and trans- 
port . . . o 1 6 o 

Interest on farm value o 15 o 


( lo 5 4 /-. 7T~~ 

U 5 

The high cost of picking is significant, for it absorbed more 
than 28 per cent, of the gross return. 

Sea Island, Brazilian, Egyptian and Upland varieties 
of cotton have been casually tested. These have now 
all become hopelessly mixed together through cross- 
fertilisation in the field and lack of care in the process of 
ginning. This admixture has been still further intensified 
by the circumstance that growers have been advised to 
cultivate annual and perennial cottons in alternate rows, 
with a view to cutting out the anpuals as the perennials 


increase in size. 

Well-conducted experiments are urgently needed to 
determine the proper planting season, the best planting 
distances and, most important of all, the variety or 
varieties best adapted for cultivation in particular districts. 
Demonstration farms are also required to serve as object- 


lessons for inexperienced growers. In parts of Northern 
Queensland adjacent to the coast, where a long growing 
season obtains, it is most probable that Sea Island cotton 
of good quality could be grown ; but elsewhere long- 
stapled Upland cotton, such as Durango and Allen, will 
probablv prove most profitable. Pure seed of Durango 
cotton, that 1 was able to introduce by the courtesy of 
the Chief of the United States Bureau of Plant Industry, 
has already given promising results, and has pro uce 


lint of good quality and i Jin. staple. 

In view of the high costs of production, it is imp* „ 
that cotton of superior quality should be grown, 
as the same costs for ginning, handling, freight, ms ^ 
and marketing obtain for it as for inferior co on. ^ 
necessity for better cultural methods is s ow 
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circumstance that the average yield of seed-cotton per 
acre recorded up to 1921 was only 398 lb. 

Insect Pests. — As in all other cotton-growing countries, 
insect pests are prevalent, but so far the Mexican cotton 
boll-weevil and the pink bollworm have not been recorded. 
Stringent measures are enforced by Government to pre- 
vent the introduction of new pests and diseases. The 
commonest insect pests of Queensland cotton fields are : 
bollworms^ Ckloridea ( Heliothis ) obsolela , Hubn., Earias 
Huegelii , Conogetkesis (Dichrocrosis) pundiferalis ; Stainers : 
Dysdercus cingulatus, Oxycarenus luctuosus ; sucking bugs : 
Tectacoris Banksii, Aphis spp. 

Assistance to (Growers. — The State provides, free of 
charge, cotton seed for planting purposes, and has for 
several years given monetary advances to cotton growers 
in the form of a guaranteed price for sccd-cotton delivered 
at the nearest railway station. Particulars of advances 
thus paid by the State, and other Queensland cotton crop 
statistics are given below : 


Year. 


Cotton acreage > 

Yield of <ccd- 

Guaranteed price 

Total cost 




cotton. 

paid to farmers. 

of guaranty 




lb . 

d. 

L 

1907 . 


300 

109,294 

I* 

683 

1908 . 


540 

1 1 7,52 1 


704 

1909 . 


5°9 

129.245 


808 

I910 . 


460 

* 51.438 

i 4 

946 

1911 . 


605 

186,894 


1,168 

1912 . 


441 

150,414 

A 

940 

1913 ■ 


214 

10,338 

ii 

64 

1914 • 


134 

9,445 

1*65 

65 

1915 • 


72 

1 1,363 

2*537 

120 

1916 . 


75 

17,867 

2*537 

189 

1917 ■ 


133 

1 18,229 

3 - 5 « 

1.764 

1918 . 


. 203 

166,458 

4*35 

3 .oi 7 

1919 . 


* 73 

37.238 

54 

853 

1920 . 


166 

45 . 58 i 

54 

1,038 

1921 . 


. 1,967 

922,778 

54 

21,145 

1922 . 


. 7,000 

3 . 755.526 1 

5 \ 

86,064* 



* Toths 

31s* August, 

1922. 



It should be observed that the guaranteed price is 
paid on the understanding that any excess realised by the 
subsequent sale of the crop shall be divided pro rata 
among the growers. For the season ended July 31, i9 2 3> 
the guaranteed price was $\d. per lb. for seed-cotton of 
good quality, which is much higher than was warranted 
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by existing marKet s Queensland seed-cotton to pro. 
rather more than 3 ■ d g Velopme nt of the Queensland 

duce i lb. of hot. ■ » , n recent years is primarily due 

cotton-growmg md 3 have been guaranteed to the 

to the high prices ^ that the industry exists at 
growers for th “*J bas is. The guarantee is limited 
oresent on an unso one {armer or company, 

to an area of 5 o acres but the last- 

and does not apply was paid for this class of cotton, 
mentioned date 3 *- P* ; #on cotton was to be accepted; 

and after that date n nment is now prohibiting 

indeed the Q UeC { toon cotton, ^r the 1924 season 
the cultivation of rat lb w ill only he paid for 

the guaranteed f vh ile a price of 4* P«fc 

is guaranteed shorter- P Association has also 

T he British Cotton t0 Queensland cotton grown. 

rendered generous ass, stan a pcriod o{ fi years ,! 

From January i9*°< al , of lint forwarded to 

guaranteed a price of * 6 . V - for ^ . Liverpool 
them, freight and ms , boUt the period was touted 

The Association s los. already be en exhausted. 

T /,n 000, and this sum has ant y ^ ^ ^ no 
° 1 Local Demand /°^" d ■” dis posing of the crop locally, 

^thtS 31 were not ^ to 
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Kaw cotton Oint, 

Cotton « ick 

wool • 

$cM oil 
yarn - 
Other cotton proch^ 


(QllJ-SO. 

Value. 

I 

55-3°7 
17.4 63 
t2,4*>5 
1 1 . 3 1 2 
ysS>& 
91,254 


24 , 7 ^ 

25.173 

2 7. lI 7 

26,399 

99,39* 

282.757 


yam • . 9i, 2 54 .1 

other cotton prod'*’'- • present carr 

No cotton spinning or ^^ble that ^’^'or 
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any rate a considerable portion, of the local crop for some 
time to come. 

Ginning .— Under agreement with the Government, a 
commercial company has erected ginneries at Brisbane 
and Rockhampton. The ginneries are equipped with 
American saw gins of the air blast type and presses which 
turn out the American type of bale weighing about 500 lb. 

New South Wales 

Cotton has been planted in a promiscuous manner in 
different parts of New South Wales during the last thirty 
years. Planting tests have shown the Northern portion 
to be well suited to cotton growing, especially the northern 
Rivers District. With the exception of the Upper North 
Coast, it is considered that the frostless season is too 
short except for Upland cotton. Sufficiently protracted 
experiments have not been conducted to determine the 
most suitable districts for cotton growing, the best varieties 
to grow, the yield per acre and cost of production. 

Cotton yields obtained at the Yanco Experiment Farm 
in 1914—1 5 were as follows : 

Yield ol sced-cottoa 


Variety. per acre. 

16 . 

Russell’s Big Boll (Queensland seed) . . . 620 

„ „ (local seed) .... 572 

Allen’s Long Staple ...... 603 

Sachiavilli ........ 33 ° 

Durango ........ 264 


The cost of production per acre for a 600-lb. yield of seed- 
cotton, with man labour at 9s. Sd. per day, was £8 25. 4 d. f 
including £3 12s. 6d . for picking. The average quantity 
of seed-cotton picked per day of eight hours was 80 lb. 

In this State the Government is guaranteeing prices 
for seed-cotton, delivered at the ginneries, of 5 2^ 
and 4 d, per lb. for the first, second and third year respec- 
tively. 


The Northern Territory 

Cotton grows in a semi-wild state in many parts of 
the Northern Territory, but here also experimental work 
will have to be carried out in order to decide whether 
the crop can be profitably grown on a commercial scale. 
13* 
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The Irrigation Settlements 

In the irrigation settlements of Victoria, New South 
Wales and South Australia the agricultural conditions are 
similar in many respects to those that obtain in the irrigated 
south west of the United States, where cotton of#an Eg yp , 
tian type is produced under the name of Pima cotton 
These settlements are at present confined to the valley 
of the river Murray and its tributaries, where there are 
some 130,000 acres under irrigation. The Federal and 
State Governments purpose spending up to £5,000,000 in 
locking the river and providing storages for extensive 
irrigation schemes adjacent to the river and transport, 
When these schemes are completed it is estimated that 
2,000,000 acres will be available. The Murray has 
been described as the Australian Nile. Together with 
its tributaries, it has a navigable length of 3,212 miles, 
and the irrigable lands in the vicinity of their banks 
are of an enormous extent, for they drain a basin 
of 414,000 square miles. As in the case of the Blue 
Nile, the Murray’s principal tributary, the Darling, 
carries down rich alluvial deposits and enriches the lower 
lands. The sandy loams of the river banks are thus 


exceedingly fertile, and arc reported to have a population 
of one person for every two cultivated acres. 

In the fruit-growing section of the Californian irriga- 
tion districts, Pima and other long-stapled cotton is 
grown as a subsistence crop while the farmer is waiting 
for his fruit trees to come into bearing, and it is considered 
that a similar plan could be usefully adopted in the 
Australian irrigation settlements, where cotton growing 
could be undertaken by the farmer without additional 
expense. In the irrigated south-west of America a 
medium sandy loam is looked upon as the ideal type 0 
soil for cotton cultivation, and this is the predominating 
soil in the Australian irrigation settlements. Lucerne is 
one of the staple crops in both places, and is S ene ^ 
recognised as one of the best rotation crops to grow 


cotton under similar conditions. nurtesv 

Pima cotton seed, which I introduced, by t e ^ 
of the Chief of the United States Bureau of Plant In 
is reported to have given satisfactory results. 
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Western Australia 

Cotton of good quality has been grown in Western 
Australia and especially in the north-western portion of 
the State, where in certain districts the soil and climatic 
conditions resemble those prevailing in the Queensland 
cotton-growing areas, but properly conducted cultural 
tests are required to determine whether it can be profitably 
grown on a commercial scale. 

Labour* is scarcer in North-West Australia than in 
other parts of the Commonwealth, but the possibility of 
employing aboriginal labour merits consideration where 
the climatic conditions are too trying for whites. It is 
estimated that there is an aboriginal population of 25,000 
as against a population of only 6,000 whites. 

Summary 

The soil and climatic conditions in large portions of 
Queensland, Northern New South Wales, North-West 
Australia, the Irrigation Settlements, and probably also 
in the Northern Territory, are well adapted for cotton 
cultivation, but properly conducted experiments will have 
to be carried out to decide whether the crop can be 
profitably grown on a commercial scale, and to determine 
the best planting season and the variety or varieties that 
are best adapted for cultivation in particular districts. 
Careful seed selection of approved varieties will have 
to be practised, and the seed supply strictly controlled in 
order to prevent varietal mixture. 


GENERAL ARTICLE 

THE CULTIVATION OF BLACK WATTLE 

Black Wattle ( Acacia mollissima) is largely grown in 
Natal and Kenya Colony as a source of tanning bark, 
and the question of introducing it into a number of other 
countries of the Empire is being considered. Reference 
to the Natal industry, particularly from the standpoint 
of the local manufacture of wattle bark extract, has been 
ma de from time to time in this Bulletin and accounts 
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have been given of the possibility of utilising the sp ent 
bark for paper making and the wood for the manufacture 
of acetic acid, acetone, charcoal and other products bv 
destructive distillation. The following are the principal 
articles dealing with wattle bark : “ Production and 

Utilisation of Wattle Bark/' 1908, 6, 157; “Wattle 
Barks from the Transvaal and the East Africa Protec- 
torate/’ 1910, 8, 245 ; “ The Utilisation of Wattle Bark M 
1911, 9 , 1 16 ; “ Black Wattle Bark from the East Africa 
Protectorate/’ 1913, 11 * 4° 2 ; “ Destructive Distillation 
Trials with Black Wattle Wood,” 1916, 14 , 570; “The 
Wattle-bark Industry of Natal/’ 1916^14, 599 ; “ Wattle 
Bark and Wood ” (paper-making trials), 1917, 15, . 

“ Black Wattle Wood Ash from the East Africa Protec- 
torate,” 1919, 17 , 281 ; “ Wattle Bark from Ceylon/' 
1923, 21, 466. 

The following information relating to the cultivation 
of the tree and the preparation of the bark is taken from 
an article on “ The Black Wattle Industry,” by Dr. T. R. 
Sim, which appeared in the Soutji African Journal of 
Industries for October and November 1922, and January 
1923. 

Climatic and Soil Conditions 

There used to be a widespread belief that, in Natal, 
scarcely any selection was required for the site of a black 
wattle plantation. No greater mistake ever was made, 
and it is now definitely known that black wattle has its 
requirements, which must be met if the best results are 
to be attained. 

There are sites, soils, subsoils, aspects, climates, an 
conditions, often difficult to define, but quite recognisable, 
and often intermixed or overlapping, in which the tree 
dot s not succeed satisfactorily ; while even in the 
it shows unaccountable variations in product, whici ca 
hardly be foremen by even a most skilled cultivator. 

Rainfall. -A rainfall uf 30 to 40 inches per ^ annum *> 
most suitable. A rainfall of even 20 inches wi 01 
soil is deep and porous ; but, while a continuously ®B> 
atmosphere is very favourable the rainfall lts * , , 
material if moisture is otherwise available, as 
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spring or along the course of a river ; indeed, it has been 
proved at Worcester, in the western part of Cape Province, 
that the tree can be grown successfully in extremely arid 
conditions by means of irrigation. In any case the water 
must be ‘fresh and sweet, as stagnant moisture is very 
injurious, especially during the first years. It has been 
estimated that a plantation of mature black wattle trans- 
pires regularly an amount of moisture equal to about 40 
inches oL*rainfall in the ordinary temperatures of the 
Natal midlands : consequently, if the supply of moisture 
from all sources is less than that, the plantation will 
eventually dry out the ground and suffer ; whereas, if 
the supply is too heavy, the trees may become lichen-clad 
to an undesirable extent and otherwise suffer. 

Like blue gum (Eucalyptus globulus) the black wattle 
can be used for drying up swamps, but is more difficult to 
start on account of vegetation, the gum transplants usually 
coining on more rapidly than black wattle seedlings. If, 
however, it germinates and grows satisfactorily, it is as 
effective in its action afterwards as any other tree ; indeed, 
so absorptive is it, and so widespreading its root, that 
few trees survive intermixed with black wattle, and cases 
have been known where wattle started from self-sown 
seed washed by floods on to ground where gums had 
previously been successful absorbed all the surface moisture 
and prevented the gums from obtaining what they required 
at a lower depth ; whereupon the gums died from drought 
while the wattles continued to prosper on the surface 
moisture. 

Temperature , — Altitude alone is not so decisive a factor 
as many believe ; it usually affects wattle only in so far 
as it is responsible for frost or heat. Thus, if the altitude 
be low, the temperature is too high, and the condition of 
“ thorn-veld ” or of “ sweet veld ” is more likely to be 
present ; on the other hand, if the altitude is too high, 
there is a danger of reaching the frost limit, and also a 
danger of coming into country which, apart from frost, 
is too bleak for wattle culture. 

The frost limit is a curiously distributed factor, affecting 
wattles mostly during their first or second year of growth, 
2nd as low valleys are more subject to frost than the 
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adjoining high flats, it usually happens that the wattle 
in these valleys are more affected by frost than others are 
on the highlands, though the latter be in a much more 
exposed and bleak situation. The bleak localities do not 
come into any commercial wattle culture, but the results 
mentioned above can be seen abundantly in such localities 
as the Transvaal high veld, portions of the eastern Free 
State, and even in portions of the eastern Cape Province 
Frosty valleys adjoining good wattle lands are to be found 
at an altitude of less than 3,000 ft. in the Transvaal bush 
veld, and, again, wattles doing well even under very 
severe exposure are to be found up to 6,000 ft. in the 
Natal highlands, though overlooking much lower frosty 
localities where they fail. The higher altitudes are more 
favourable in respect to pests, but at the same time are 
often more subject to hail, snow, wind, and other destruc- 
tive weather influences. 

Soil . — Suitable soil is as essential as moisture supply, 
and there are certain classes of soil which are much more 
satisfactory than others. The deep red or chocolate soil 
produced by the disintegration of dolcrite is the soil on 
which wattles naturally do best and this is almost in- 
variably connected with misty conditions and with sour or 
mountain veld. 


The physical condition of the soil is of much more 
importance than its chemical composition, and the usual 
experience is that any sweet veld having compact soil, 
with some admixture of lime, is unsuitable. 


On light sandy soils the tree is sometimes satisfactory 
if the depth is sufficient, but, where depth is absent, it is 
usually less satisfactory, and it is this condition of soil 
which lias produced so large an area of unsatisfactory 
wattles in localities where the climate appears to be lit. 

The presence of oudeklip or of umqubane as subsoi is 
always deleterious, and soils overlying this, without 
depth, should never be used ; while the presence of san - 
stone rock is very unsatisfactory, especially m cases^ 
that rock has formerly been under igneous ro ^ 

since weathered away and left the sandstone indurated 

and impervious. , dee p to 

The idea that ground which is sufficien y 
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grow first-class maize is also suitable for first-class wattles 
is usually fallacious. The maize plant enjoys a hot soil 
of no great depth, sufficiently moist during the growing 
period to carry the crop, and at other times not necessarily 
moist at> all, which conditions are unsuitable for black 
wattle culture, as the latter prefers cooler, deeper soil, 
and constant humidity. 

Deep black alluvial soil is quite suitable, but in South 
Africa usually occurs where frost is liable to interfere, and 
also is often subject to more trouble from weeds during 
the early stages of a crop than the more porous ground 
already referred tg. If it is overlying stiff clay, it is much 
less suitable ; and clay itself, as surface soil, is altogether 
unsuitable, as are also some soils that are often more or 
less compact in nature. The results here depend partly 
on the nature of the shale and its surface soil, and partly 
on the treatment which that receives. Solid shale at or 
near the surface is never satisfactory, but an occasional 
outcrop of open yellow shale through which the roots can 
pass is quite admissible ; the result usually is that, the 
more shale there is present, the smaller are the trees at 
any given age, but shale is not altogether excluded as a 
soil which is fit to carry a profitable wattle crop. 

Shale itself is, of course, to be regarded with suspicion, 
and the farther it is away the better will the wattle do. 

Generally speaking, the good wattle country in Natal 
corresponds very closely with the yellow-wood belt, in- 
cluding suitable areas over fifteen and under seventy miles 
from the sea, right through Natal and Zululand with 
occasional outlying arms along the foothills of the Drakens- 
berg, but not including any part of what is known as 
u thorn veld," in which class of country wattle culture 
is usually doubtful. This excludes most of the coast belt, 
the valleys of the large rivers, and practically all country 
in which “ thorn veld " predominates, and it is quite clear 
that black wattle and “ thornveld " are never both satis- 
factory on the same ground. 

Preparation (or Sowing 

Although during the first few years of wattle culture 
many experiments were made to ascertain whether 1 
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was not advisable to plant black wattle transplants in the 
same way as gum transplants are planted, on account of 
the seeds germinating badly if sown untreated, it was 
soon discovered that sowing the seeds in situ after treat- 
ment was the only commercial method of startings planta 
tion, and for this it was necessary to plough well in order 
to get the ground into good condition. 

Many mistakes were made in supposing that cultivated 
land was more easily prepared and conscquQfitly m ()re 
suitable than land which had never been broken up before 
It is now found without doubt that unbroken land gives 
better germination and growth thar^ cultivated laud 
especially if the latter has been badly cultivated as for 
instance, in native maize patches. The reason for this 
is difficult to explain ; it may be that the bacteria required 
by the black wattle are killed by cereal cultivation, 
or, on the other hand, it may be that the ground is rendered 
poor and that the crop of weeds is regularly large on what 
has been cultivated land. The fact remains that new land 
broken up specially for the crop is the best and the least 
e xpe nsi ve pre pa rat ion . 

The time of the year at which this work can be done 
varies considerably with the locality and the season. 
Anvthing done in the Western Province, where summer 
rainfall prevails, must necessarily have the treatment 
adapted for the rainfall, but tlv‘ area of black wattle in 
the Western Province is very small and likely to continue 
so, while the commercial output comes from Natal and its 
neighbours. In these latter districts summer ploughing 
is the best, but it must be sufficiently late to prevent 
the growth of red grass. It is advisable to plough in such 
a way that the reel grass should be completely rotted in 
the process, or else that it will be killed by drought 
through standing in the sods during the following winter. 
The more thorough the ploughing, the more satisfactory 


will be the crop. , 

It is advisable at any season of the year to have 
grass burned off before ploughing is done. urn *” 
prevents a regrowth from the long tops of the ’ 

and, indeed, where burning is not done it often hapP 
that the roots are ploughed under but that ong g 
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stems which are left act as suckers and produce large grass- 
plants in a very short time. Burning, however, has prob- 
ably also an after-effect in connection with the bacteria 
produced on the wattle roots, which regularly collect and 
store nitrbgen to such an extent that the land is thereby 
improved for maize and other cereals after the wattle 
crop has been removed. 

The ploughing should be as thorough as it is possible 
to make it^as the result shows beneficially throughout the 
whole rotation of the first crop, and again acts beneficially 
when renewal is in process. 

Sowing may be* done at once upon freshly turned soil 
fairly early in the autumn, or at any later stage during 
autumn which is not subject to severe frost, or the ground 
prepared in autumn may not be sown until spring, as is 
quite frequently the case. The result is usually better 
from autumn sowing, since in that case the plants germi- 
nate, but remain small and prostrate during the first winter 
and are thereby free from frosts, whereas if sown in spring 
the trees are more or Jess vigorous and often grow to the 
height of one to several feet before autumn, and are then 
in a condition in which frost affects them readily. 

Some growers claim that it is worth while applying 
fertilisers to the ground which is to be sown with wattle. 
It is certainly the case that wattle trees growing unin- 
vited in gardens or in rich localities develop with enormous 
vigour. On the other hand, it is also the case that if an old 
cattle kraal is situated in a plantation the wattle trees 
there almost invariably die, apparently from over-manur- 
ing. Dr. Sim’s own experience leads him to believe that 
the application of ordinary complete fertiliser can be made 
with profit. This is seen where ground hardly fit to carry 
maize is well fertilised on purpose to obtain a catch crop 
of maize between the rows of wattles during their first 
summer. Such catch crops usually pay for the labour and 
manure, and the wattles undoubtedly benefit from the 
residual manure and from cultivation unavoidable for 
the maize. The whole question of catch crops, however, 
is dealt with further on. 
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Sowing 


Wattle seed, on account of its very hard coat, needs 
special treatment before sowing. If mature seed is sown 
in the usual way, it usually remains lying in the ground 
for many years, still fit to germinate, but only a few 
seeds germinate until propitious conditions come along 

For sowing in plantations, it has been found advisable 
to soak the seed in boiling water, or even p^ytly to boil 
the seeds if they are of considerable age. The usual 
method of doing this is to take a five-gallon paraffin tin 
full of water, bring it to boiling point, then immerse all 
the wattle seed that can be got into it. The tin is left 
thus until the water is cold, when the seed will usually 
be found to have absorbed the water, swollen a good deal, 
and become soft enough to be cut by the finger-nail if 
squeezed between the finger and thumb. Sometimes a 
second or even a third treatment is necessary before the 
seed is in the right condition. 

The next thing is to make the seed fit to sow, which, 
on account of the gelatinous condition produced in the 
water, is sometimes difficult to secure. For this, a slight 
mixing of dry fine sand answers, and if the seeds are rubbed 
among this they become dry enough again to be easily 


separated in the sowing process. 

It is important to note that, after germination has 
once been started under the above process, it must be 
allowed to continue ; the seeds must be sown immediately 
after being washed or mixed with dry sand, and then 
covered with soil without delay. If the seeds after soaking 
are left exposed to dry wind for a day, the germ runs the 
risk of being killed ; if sown on ground too dry to maintain 
germination, there is the same danger ; and if held over 
in the tin or bag for a few days after being germinated 
they are apt to heat and sprout very rapidly, and 1 beco 
too tender for sowing. More blanks occur, 
through insufficient soaking than from all ot er c j or 

Needless to say, then, the ground must h * J 
the sowing to be proceeded with direct y t e s ^ 

cess is completed. The condition of the lane ^ 
should be very much the same as for a cereal cr p. 
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harrowed down, it is in its best condition, but harrowing 
should never be up and down hill, but should always con- 
tour the hill if there be one, so as to avoid the chance of 
washaways through rain. 

Old-time practice favoured sowing the seeds broadcast 
at the rate of 5 lb. to 10 lb. per acre, so as to secure abun- 
dant germination, which could be reduced by hoeing to 
the necessary quantity, but modern practice has departed 
from broadcast sowing, and even from sowing in continuous 
lines which at one time was in common vogue, and now 
the seeds are usually sown in small pits, just where they 
are intended to grow. Machine sowing has not yet come 
into general use, although several growers have tried 
sowing machines intended for other purposes but adapted 
for black wattle seed. 

The practice in Natal is, however, to sow in orderly 
lines, which are neat and business-like, and are useful in fell- 
ing and in regrowth. Where a maize crop is not taken, the 
rows are usually arranged by placing stakes in line at 
short distances so that several are in sight at once. A 
coolie then proceeds from one stake to the next, keeping 
the line of stakes in sight, and with a hoe prepares small 
seed-beds in slight depressions at the determined distance 
apart, which ranges from one to three paces. Another 
coolie follows and drops about a dozen seeds into each 
seed-bed, covering them slightly with his foot. The 
guide-stakes are then moved forward to be ready for the 
next line. 

The seeds must not be buried too deeply. The depth 
should never exceed half an inch ; even less than that is 
sure to give good germination ; and the seed-pit itself 
should not be deep in the ground, or there is a danger of 
rain washing in so much soil as to bury seeds after they 
are sown. 

If possible the soil should be in moist condition when 
the sowing is done, that is to say, advantage should be 
taken of the time immediately following a shower, or even 
of the days following a heavier rain, in which latter 
case the soil continues damp until germination takes 
place, which happens within a week or ten days if all 
goes well. 
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Care should be taken to sow all the seed at the same 
depth, in order to avoid irregular germination. R esow j * 
is always a difficult process and is usually less successful 
while if there are blanks remaining for several months it 
seldom happens that these can be separately filled up 
with trees which will continue to keep pace with their 
older neighbours. 

The amount of the seed to be sown varies with the 
ground and the method of sowing. The less i»ed, so long 
as there is a sufficient crop, the less labour will there be in 
thinning, but it must be remembered that it is much 
easier to thin out than to fill in aftej the crop has ger- 
minated. The general practice is sowing in lines, and 
1 lb. to 1 1 lb. of seed is used per acre. On dry or lumpy 
ground more seed is required than when the seed-bed is 
fine, and so sowing is usually done on freshly broken-up 
ground, harrowed fine, without much other preparation. 

Thinning should be done as soon as the seedlings are 
fit to handle easily, say when 6 in. to 12 in. high, and is 
best performed by hand, as in hoeing many plants start 
again from below if cut near the crown. If locusts are 
about, or likely to be about, it is better to leave too many 
plants than to thin to the exact crop. 


Espacement and Rotation 

Everv grower has his own ideas about espacement, 
and practice varies more on this subject than on any 
other No definite rule can be laid down, s.nce soils mffe 
remarkable within a few yards, and common sense must 
be exercised with regard to every farm and every acre 
that farm The espacement used commonly to be 6 «. 

tc £% —iL c,~, **£«£& 

nised that a wider distance gives a bate 
same period, and since there has also been * tend^ 5 ^ 
make the period longer, it is qinte comm P ft 

t „ sow the lines as far apart as 12 It. and the p 

apart in the line. straight liftf* 

Although the closer plan tation g> v s st r^^ 

poles and sometimes more heght, the J ^ sjze 

makes up for that by giving straight p 
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in any given period, since each tree carries more foliage 
and is fit to supply its stem with more nutriment than 
those in any closer plantation. The duration of the rota- 
tion used to be regularly six or seven years, but in many 
cases that meant felling before the trees had attained 
heavy bark— while the bark was still in what is known as 
the “ baby ” stage — while the longer period allowed the 
production, within another year or two, of much heavier 
bark and timber, with a larger output and a greater return 
per acre for the short extra period required. The rotation 
now varies from seven to twelve years ; in most localities 
the bark is still good when it is twelve years of age (except 
on trees standing singly), and its product is then twice 
that it would have been in the shorter rotation, and the 
timber produced is changed from firewood into useful 
mining timber. Most advanced farmers who can afford 
the longer period prefer it. It used to be the practice to 
thin only after the thinnings were of value, which was at 
four or five years of age ; now the practice usually is to 
thin out all the weak frees as soon as they show that con- 
dition, say at two years of age, even though it costs some- 
thing to do it and brings nothing in return. The crop may 
be brought down by thinning to less than half its original 
stand and still be improved by that process, as larger 
trees manage to make increment much more rapidly when 
they have enough space in which to grow. 

Cultivation is now regularly resorted to, and is con- 
sidered necessary in all circumstances until the trees are 
large enough to keep the weeds down. The earlier practice 
was to sow and leave the weeds and wattles to come along 
together, and the wattles were expected eventually to 
find their way through and to dominate. Frequently a 
year was lost in doing so, which represents a greater 
financial loss than the cost of the cleaning. The cspace- 
ment should be greater on first-rate land than on poor 
land, since the finest trees are produced on the former, 
while the latter can produce second-rate trees only, and 
uiust have more of them per acre if anything like an equal 
return is to be obtained. 
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Pruning 

Some of the best growers recognise the advantages 
pruning a crop which is not quite equal — that is to ° 
where some trees have gone far ahead of the others TheJ 1 
can with advantage be pruned back equal with the others 
since the danger of producing dominating trees is thereb 
removed. Many growers never do anything i n this 
direction, and lose average weight accordingly, since the 
bark obtained from each large tree is not eqifal to what 
is obtained from a large number of somewhat smaller trees 
which would have occupied that ground had a dominating 
tree not been there. On the other hand, the practice of 
pruning trees from the base upward carries no advantage 
with it, and is so much labour lost. The most important 
point in pruning, however, is to remove any competitive 
leaders so that each tree may have only one stem left 
growing on to maturity. This is not done by cutting away 
the whole competitive stem as might be supposed, but 
rather by breaking off the point in the competitive stem 
which seems to be making trouble/ If, instead of doing 
that, the branch were cut clean off, the probability is that 
a new shoot or several young shoots might start into growth 
and again become competitors. 

Pruning is also necessary sometimes in connection 
with insect pests (see p. 624). 


Felling 

Thinning hardly comes under the head of felling, 
although it leads the way up to it. Each thinning is 
partial felling, and in calculating the total result each 
thinning should be taken into account. But small 
material, though its removal is necessary, costs more to 
strip than docs matured material, and brings little or 
nothing. 

The season at which thinning should be done varies 
in different localities. It is advisable to thin while the 
sap is up so as to secure easy removal of the bar , u 
is also advisable to fell at the season when drying 
done without danger from rain. Newly felle ^ ^ 
stand a shower without deterioration, especia > 
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hanging in such a position that the water will run off, but 
if bark has been half-dried and then becomes subject to 
days of continuous rain, it is apt to become mouldy, 
suffering in quality and in value. 

Felling is usually done by estate hands on task, in 
which case the man rises and starts work as early as he 
likes in the morning, and leaves off as soon as he thinks 
he has done enough for the day, and also he may be assisted 
by his wife and children, the one requirement being that 
he produce?sufficient green bark to represent one or more 
days’ task. In this way some men have a few days to 
spare at the end of the month and can take them as extra 
holiday. Other workers seldom come up to the task 
requirement. Where the crop is good and the bark is 
peeling off easily, 1 ,000 lb. of green bark per day is quite 
a reasonable task ; during the dry time and when the trees 
are stripping badly, 500 lb. may be an excessive task, 
so a good deal of the profit or loss lies in economic handling 
by felling at the season when the largest return can be 
had for a day’s labour. It is also necessary to draw a 
distinction in regard to task between trees which have 
reached a large size and have matured bark, and trees 
of small size which have bark in the “ baby ” condition. 


Drying 

If the felling can be done at a time suitable for both 
barking well and drying well, no sheds are necessary ; but 
it is often the case, and especially where large quantities 
are being handled, that sheds are an absolute necessity to 
protect bark when rain happens to fall. The class of 
shed varies, but in most cases it is the practice either to 
hang the bark, up where the trees are being felled, on 
some trees left for that purpose, or else to arrange lines of 
wattle branches in such a way that the bark can be spread 
upon them until the first drying is done. In either case 
it is advisable that no portion of the under-surfacc be 
exposed to the sun, since that is apt to bring about dis- 
coloration. Sometimes ail the drying that is required 
can be done in this way, but it more frequently happens 
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that the weather changes and if half dried bark has to h 
removed to the sheds, it is usual to bundle the bark wh ? 
it was first half-dried, and then to unpack it at the h ^ 
and hang it up across poles, which are so arranged tha 
they can be removed from place to place without difficult 
even while the crop is hanging upon them, until drying 
completed. On some estates these pole-yards are arranged 
under an iron roof in such a way that the cross-poles 
carrying the crop can be moved out into the open air as 
soon as the weather is favourable, and ag£ n brought 
in when it is unfavourable ; but on other estates the poles 
are fixtures, and the crop remains hanging there until it 
is finally dried. 


When completely dry the bark is subjected to one or 
other of the processes by which it is made fit for railing to 
the mill or factory, unless there happens to be a mill on the 
farm, in which case it is taken there direct. Up till about 
the time the war began almost all bark was shipped to 
Antwerp, either in bales of bark about 4 ft. long, or chopped 
up and packed into bags containing if to 2 cwt. The 
space taken by the bundled bark naturally costs a great 
deal more than that taken by compressed bundles or by 
bags, consequently many devices were brought into use 
whereby the bark packed into a given space could be 
increased. Rotary packers , having stamp action, managed 


to pack into bags nearly twice the weight that could be 
put into them without these packers ; but a further 
improvement was tin* process of packing into cubes by 


hydraulic pressure, which was found to suit the circum- 
stances, inasmuch as no space was left between the cubes 
when packed in the ship, and at the same time the bark 
was packed as compactly as could possibly be done. This 
process is still in um*, all the bark being chopped into 
pieces 1 in. or 2 in. long to suit this packing. There is 
also another proces> in use whereby the bark is s hr e e 
and then subjected to a similar packing process under 


hydraulic pressure. 

The parkins' on I hr larger estates is usually done P 
the estate, but in the case of the smaller estates cen 
packing-houses usually clear the crop from severe 
At these central packinghouses bark is us 
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as rough stick bark delivered from wagons, and is sent 
away as compressed cubes fit for shipment. 

Yield of Bark 

Since 'every locality has a different production, and 
since the method of culture affects the output considerably, 
and also since climatic conditions have had an enormous 
effect upon the crop production, it becomes evident that 
no definite Jigures can be given as to the average returns 
per acre. Generally, for a seven-year crop 4 tons of bark 
and 20 tons of timber may be looked upon as a good crop ; 
indeed, in many localities crops of half that size have been 
worked with profit, but when longer rotation is adopted 
with the resulting heavier mining props and heavier bark, 
double the weights mentioned can be obtained at ten or 
twelve years of age with greater values per ton than in 
the previous case. 

The whole cultural process requires watching from the 
time the seed is sown until the crop is harvested ; and 
^he amount of crop taken often varies very much in accord- 
ance with the treatment. 

When the man who is in charge of the plantation 
watches and takes advantage of every method by which 
profit can be obtained, his results are likely to prove much 
higher than those which the same ground would yield under 
negligent treatment ; it is so in regard to everything in 
connection with wattle culture, and all experience advises 
having the best man obtainable in charge of the work, 
whatever his cost. 


Intercropping 

It has already been mentioned that intercropping 
with maize can sometimes be done with advantage. This, 
however, is not usually the case since the maize requires a 
hot compact soil, whereas the wattle requires a cool porous 
one, and the wattle soil is generally too poor to carry a satis- 
factory crop of maize. It has, however, been found that 
a sufficiently good manure to ensure a crop of maize on 
wattle land has also a highly beneficial residual effect on 
the wattles during the first few years of the growth ; and, 
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since growth at that period helps largely to prod 
good crop, the manure not only pays its way on the ^ * 
but also upon the wattles themselves. Manure for 
alone, without intercropping, has never been tried ^ 
experimentally at Cedara, and that experiment ' proved 
nothing. Experiments in reference to the value of bark 
produced on different parts of the tree or upon trees of 
different age and espacement and from different soih 
were conducted at Cedara by Mr. Williams, who has issued 
useful pamphlets upon that subject. Rcfererfce may also 
be made to Dr. Sim's paper on “ The Black Wattle In- 
dustry,” in The South African Journal of Science, February 
1917, which contains information on many other subiects 
connected with the growing of black wattle. 

The results of these experiments mostly tended to 
show that it is worth while separating thick bark from 
thinner bark while the felling process is in hand, so that 
they may be marketed separately and in accordance 
with their respective values. 

Rccropping * 

The usual practice in recropping is to burn whatever 
branches and other refuse arc left upon the ground, so as 
to secure not only a suitable nidus, but also abundant 
germination of the seeds lying in the ground. Often it 
happens that there are not enough branches to burn 
equally over the whole area, and in that case the branches 
are packed into lines at the distance apart at which the 
lines of trees are intended to stand, and are then burned, 
leaving intermediate spaces which, without burning, are 
lrss productive of plants, and are more easily kept clean. 
The endeavour, however, in every case is to secure an 
abundance of plants; and if after germination there is 
found to be a shortage anywhere, that must be remedie 
without delay. by sowing where the lines are inten e to 
stand. The hoe is then freely used, leaving young trees 
onlv in the lines, and all between these lines is cleane ou. 
If the tr. es an- left until a few inches h, S h - the " are 

should again take place, kaving only the. trets^^ ^ 

intended to remain permanently ; and 1 e ne ]gb- 

main these must be filled up either by transp * 
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bouring plants or by again sowing seeds. No further 
treatment is required until the trees are fit for thinning, 
although it often happens that regrowth not handled early 
enough requires many successive thinnings to bring the 
crop into what may be considered good condition. 

The length of rotation is in accordance with the owners’ 
convenience and desire, and it is found that on thoroughly 
well-managed estates the second, third, and fourth crops 
continue to be as good as the first one or sometimes even 
better, but* on badly managed estates, and especially 
where weeds or superabundant trees arc left too long, the 
succeeding crops ar # e not equal to the first. 


Pests 

It is rather curious that the wattle, which has been 
imported only by seed and probably never by plants, 
should be subject to many pests, since that method of 
importing is not likely to bring with it the pests of Aus- 
tralia. The black wattle, as an acacia, has many relations 
Indigenous in South Africa, and pests which trouble them 
have taken possession of the black wattle and have adopted 
it as a host, or rather the black wattle has adopted them , 
and black wattle being grown in proximity as pure forest, 
and having shoots more constantly tender in growth, the 
pests have proved more destructive on this tree than on 
the native hosts. The bagworm is the worst of these, 
for it occurs wherever “ thorn trees ” grow, and con- 
sequently is always prepared to attack the blac watt e 
there, but it also makes itself at home on apple trees 
and many others which extend into the watt e ve , 
and so is therefore usually p/esent wherever watt es are 
grown. Fuller {Union Agricultural Journal , June, J y» 
August, 1913) deals exhaustively with “ 

suggests shelter as a means of prevention, the s . ' 

being so placed as to prevent the young bagwoims, w 
hang upon a silken thread, from being blown r ° m 
area to another. Not much has yet been done in ^ 
of testing the efficacy of this suggestion, for t c a 
is affected largely by climatic conditions an a mos 
appears during a season of continued rainfa . 
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There is also a fungus that affects the bagworrn 
which shows its greatest activity when rain is abundan 
In this way some plantations have been Practically cleared 
of bagworm, but in the hot and dry localities which ve 
upon the “ thorn-veld ” there is always a sufficient number 
of bagworms left to make the pest superabundant again 
within a short period. When superabundant the result' 
that all the leaves are eaten off the trees, and usually one 
season is entirely lost, sometimes even two or tj>ree seasons 
in succession ; and the trees not only lose all vigour but 
get into a bark-bound condition, from which they seldom 
completely recover. c 

Another pest is known as the wattle il froghopper " 
and though this name is a misnomer, the damage done to 
young trees is very serious indeed. The insect itself is 
unknown to most wattle growers, but the damage soon 
shows itself, inasmuch as small bundles of small unsatis- 
factory twigs are produced, closely resembling the condi- 
tion known as witches’ broom which affects many other 
trees. In this case, however, all, branches are usual!, 
affected more or less, and become weak and small. The 
treatment which has been found best is to prune the 
trees severely so that almost all the sap is sent into one or 
two leading branches, which, given sufficient encourage- 
ment, sometimes get ahead and produce good clean leaders. 

Another trouble, of a different nature and probably 
bacterial or physiological in its origin, is what is known 
as “ mottle disease ” of the black wattle. This has been 
carefully investigated by Dr. Van der Bijl, and his report 
issued in 1914 as Science Bulletin No. 4, Division of Botany, 
Union Department of Agriculture, contains much of interest 
which may eventually assist in preventive or curative 


treatment. 

Various large caterpillars affect the native acacia trees, 
and frequently become a pest upon the black wattle, ut 
generally the damage done by these is not serious, non 
it continuous year after year. The annual reports 0 
Entomological Department contain many artice 
corning wattle pests, mostly by Fuller, and several reports 
elsewhere by Hardenberg are worth study 
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Wattle Timber 

For many years the timber of the black wattle was 
looked upon as a waste product, and was used as firewood 
in all localities close to the market, whilst in all localities 
distant from the market it was burned in order to clear the 
ground. But a change has occurred in connection with this, 
and now in all suitable localities the trees are grown on a 
longer rotation. This allows the timber to become prop size 
rather thaif firewood size, and the industry of supplying 
mine props to Johannesburg has become a very large one. 
The larger the trees are, the better do the props answer, 
and at the same tirrfe the trees produce thick bark of much 
more weight. Although this process requires more time, 
it is found to be more remunerative than the older one of 
cutting down trees at seven years of age irrespective of 
size and of the thickness of the bark. The demand for 
wattle firewood has increased enormously, especially 
in up-country districts where fuel is scarce and where large 
quantities can be absorbed. Wattle fencing droppers 
are also much more in use than in former years. They 
are usually from 1 to 2 in. in diameter and of ordinary 
fence height, and are not intended to be put into the 
ground, but simply to keep the wires at regular distances 
apart. 

In the ground, wattle poles are not very satisfactory, 
as their period of fitness is comparatively short, and, 
although they are often used, they are found to be a com- 
paratively dear means of fencing. Wattle timber is also 
used for many other purposes, such as gates, tent poles, 
yokes, keys, etc., and to a very considerable extent 
for the manufacture of fruit and potato boxes, but it 
has the disadvantage that the timber splits unless holes 
are bored for nails. 

To a small extent charcoal has been made, and this 
practice might be extended on the remote farms, as its 
transport to rail is less than that of the same value of 
timber. 

But allowing that the estimate of 160,000 acres now 
growing in Natal is correct, and that each acre when 
mature will yield 20 tons of timber in eight years, and 
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that half the total is too remote from rail to allow o( 
marketing as fuel or otherwise, then we find that there 
are 200,000 tons of timber being burned as waste every 
year, besides what may be burned on farms nearer the 
railway. This quantity is, of course, scattered over a 
wide area, but the total is sufficiently large to place before 
the chemist and the Government as a problem worthy of 
investigation, with a view to distillation or any other use 
which may be suggested ; anything, in fact, rather than 
waste. 


NOTES 

Imperial Institute Committee of Enquiry. — The Report 

of the Committee of Enquiry appointed by the Duke of 
Devonshire, Secretary of State tor the Colonies (see this 
Bullftiv 1923 , 21, 363. 49°) has now been published 
-is a parliamentary paper (Cmd. 1997). and its principal 
conclusions and recommendations are summarised below. 
The Committee after reviewing the history and the 
financial position of the Institute, discuss its functions anu 
operations and deal with the question of the relation 
the Institute to other bodies, especially the Imperial 
Mineral Resources Bureau, and make recommendations 

' to its future work and management. 
c -rn • ' : vnn'^ed that the DlOSt CSSCIltlfil IU11C- 

the appropriate scit-nufe., U regard ; ng the 
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travelling exhibitions of the staple products of the Colonies 
and Protectorates in the appropriate trade centres should 
be considered. The Institute should, however, continue 
to function at South Kensington as a Clearing House of 
Intelligence and Information, equipped with laboratories 
to enable *it to carry on the work of preliminary analysis 
and investigation of raw materials. All enquiries entailing 
elaborate investigation or purely scientific research should 
be referred to the competent authorities. Reliable up-to- 
date sample rooms, illustrative of important Empire raw 
materials, should be maintained. 

The Committee recommend that after the reforms in 
the management of the Institute referred to below have 
been carried out, the Imperial Mineral Resources Bureau 
should be amalgamated with the Imperial Institute. It 
is considered that the annual expenditure of the recon- 
stituted Institute should be in the neighbourhood of 
£40,000 per annum. According to a memorandum by 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies appended to the 
Report, H.M. Government are prepared to propose to 
Parliament an annual grant of £9,000 a year for a period 
of five years and to invite the Colonies and Protectorates 
to agree to contribute between them an annual sum of 
£8,000 for the same period, on condition that the Govern- 
ments of the Dominions and India are willing to give 
assurances that they will make contributions amounting 
in all to £8,000 for the fixed period of five years. The 
remainder of the annual revenue should be obtained 
mainly from the rent of the Exhibition Galleries and from 
the Endowment Fund of the Institute. 

In the event of this scheme failing through lack of 
support from the Overseas Governments the Committee 
suggest an alternative scheme under which the Institute 
could, from its own resources, continue to carry on only 
what are regarded as its most essential functions, i.e, 
those of an intelligence and information bureau without 
laboratories. 

The Committee recommend that the present Executive 
Council of the Institute should be abolished and that its 
place should be taken by a Governing Body containing 
representatives of scientific institutions, of trade and 
commerce, and of various Government Departments, as 
well as the Dominion High Commissioners or their 
nominees ; and that the Director of the reformed Institute 
should be a purely administrative officer and should no 
longer be a member of the Governing Body or of the 
Managing Committee. 

The Committee of Enquiry express their warm appre- 
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ciation of Professor Dunstan 's prolonged and valuable 
services to the Institute and the Empire during the Ion? 
period he has been connected with the Institute, and 
state that much of the valuable work that the Institute 
has performed during that period has been due in large 
measure to his energy and ability and to the knowledge 
and experience he possesses of the various types of 
technical work in which it has been engaged. 

The Report of the Committee was submitted to the 
Imperial Economic Conference, which recommended the 
adoption of the first of the two schemes for the future of 
the Institute, subject to modification in certain details. 


Resignation ol the Director. — -In view of the intended 
reconstitution of the Institute, Professor Wyndham R. 
Dunstan, C.M.G., LL.D., F.R.S., who was appointed 
Director of the Scientific and Technical Department of 
the Institute in 1896 and succeeded the late Sir Frederick 
Abel as Director of the Institute in 1903, has resigned. 

Apart from the activities relating to his position as 
Director of the Institute, Professor Dunstan has assisted 
in other ways in furthering the development of the re- 
sources of the Empire, especially with reference to cotton- 
erowing and rubber production. He has visited Cyprus* 
and Asia Minor for the Colonial Office, his Reports being 
presented to Parliament and published ; in 1910 and again 
in ion he visited Ceylon at the request of the Colonial 
Government and in the latter year and in 1914 also visited 
India and Newfoundland. He was a member of Govern- 
ment Committees on Oil-seeds, 1915-16, on Mineral Re- 
sources 1917, and on Empire Cotton Growing, 1917. 
He is 'President of the International Association for 
Tropical l Agrmukure and i was President of J 

C< Xf s^r iKKnhS ^also^ccu P ,edane T nentP S 

in the scientific world. He was Secretary of the { Chenucal 

Society from 1 893 to 1903, and \ ice P d hi , and 
to 1906 ; in 1906 he was President of the Uienu ^ ^ 


bS/TKl Council o° y the Royal W- 1 

meeting of the Executive Council of *' "X?. 
Institute held 0.1 December .2, 1923, the 
tion was passed unanimously : ^ „| npe on record its 


That this Council desires » PJJ* ~, k ,»»■ 
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of the post of Director of the Imperial Institute and 
its great regret that his services should now have 
terminated.” 

The following resolution, proposed by Mr. James 
Richardson, seconded by Mr. W. Lawton Goodman was 
carried unanimously by the Advisory Committee on 
Timbers at a meeting held at the Imperial Institute on 
November 26, 1923 : 

“ The Imperial Institute Advisory Committee on 
Timbers, at their meeting on November 26, 1923 
learn with great regret of the impending resignation 
of Professor * Wyndham R. Dunstan, C.M.G., F.R.S., 
from the Directorship of the Imperial Institute in 
consequence of^the reconstruction of the Institute as 
contemplated by H.M. Government. 

“ The Committee desire to record their recollection 
of the energy displayed by Professor Dunstan in 
establishing the Committee and in organising their 
work; and also to express their appreciation of the 
unfailing interest he has taken in the investigations 
of the Committee, and of the valuable assistance 
rendered by him in connection therewith.” 

* was notified in the London Gazette of December 31, 
1923, that the King had signified his intention of conferring 
the honour of K.C.M.G. on Professor Dunstan in recogni- 
tion of his services as Director of the Imperial Institute. 

Appointment 0! Acting Director. — -In view of the resigna- 
tion of Professor Dunstan, the Colonial Office have decided 
to appoint an Acting Director to carry on the current 
administrative work of the Institute, and Mr. H. M. 
Lidderdale, B.A. (Oxon.), Secretary to the Executive 
Council, has been instructed to undertake the duties of 
this office. 

Cotton Growing In South Africa. — Records of the efforts 
which have been made in South Africa to establish a 
cotton-growing industry and reports on the examination 
at the Imperial Institute of specimens of cotton produced 
in various parts of the country have been published from 
time to time in this Bulletin (1905, 3 , 26 ; 1907, & 440 ,* 
1911,9, 14; 1917, 15 , 453; 1918, 16 , 259; 1919,17,268; 
1922, 20, 205). 

The possibilities of cotton cultivation in the Union 
have now been studied on behalf of the Empire Cotton 
Growing Corporation by G. F. Keatinge, C.I.E., who 
made a tour in South Africa during the period November 
1922-March 1923, and whose report has recently been 
published by the Corporation, 

14 
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According to figures furnished by the Department 
Agriculture, the production of cotton in the Un' nt °* 
South Africa during the years 1909-22 was as f°i? 

(in bales of 500 lb. each) : 1909, 62 ; 1910, 62 ; i 9l ° °^ s 
1912,64; 1913,64; 1914, 142; 1915, 430 ; \ 9i6 > 

1917,486; 1918,566; 1919,1,488; 1920, 2j1 88 • in, 
2,338 ; 1922, 2,700 (estimated). It is probable that th 
quantity produced in 1923 will amount to c rw, * 
bales. 5,000-6,000 

The report deals generally with climatic conditions 
soils and irrigation facilities, the present #agriculturai 
practice, the labour supply, and the possibility of cotton 
growing being taken up by the natives. On the whole 
it is considered that the existing supply of labour is 
sufficient for a steady and fairly rapid extension of the 
cultivation in most localities but that the natives are not 
likely to undertake the industry on their own account 

The principal insect pests which attack cotton in South 
Africa are the American boll-worm ( Chloridea obsoleta) 
the spiny boll-worm ( Earias insulana) and the Sudan 
boll-worm (Diparopsis castanea). Fortunately the pink 
boll -worm [Gelechia gossypiella) and the boll-weevil 
(Anthonomus grandis) are not present in the country and 
strict measures are being enforced *to prevent their intro- 
duction. Fungoid diseases appear to cause little or no 
trouble. 

A study of the yields of cotton obtainable in different 
parts of the Union has led to the conclusion that, taking 
the country as a whole, an average yield of 150-180 lb. 
of lint per acre may be expected. 

Numerous varieties of cotton are being grown in South 
Africa, including three American Upland types, viz. 
Bancroft, Griffin and Uganda ; Zululand hybrid ; Nvasa- 
land Upland ; Sea Island ; two Egyptian types, viz. Pima 
and Sakellaridis ; and Watts (probably Allen's Long 
Staple). All these cottons have been grown for many 
years and ginned at the same ginnerjq with the result that 
the seed has become hopelessly mixed. It is pointed out 
by Mr. Kea tinge that the most urgent need of the Sout 
African cotton industry at the present time is competen 
botanical supervision. By careful selection, the esta h 
ment of seed farms and the adoption of measures 
the purity of the seed supply, the value of the cotton c 


be substantially increased. . , _ ra f P {v 

The principal cotton tracts are considere s P . ^ 
in the report and estimates are given in each ^Lgible 
present annual extent of cotton cultivation an , . en . 
annual production within twenty years 1 s 



NOTES 


631 

couragement is afforded. A list of the tracts and the 
estimated yields are given in the following table : 


Name of Tract. 

Rustenburg-V^aterberg Tract 
Spelonken Area .... 
Tzaneen-Selati Area .... 
Acornhoek Area .... 
Malelane Area ..... 
De Kaap Valley .... 
Nclspruit and Wfaite River Settlement 
Swaziland. ..... 

Lobombo Flats ..... 
Vryheid District, Natal 
Other parts of Natal (Tugeja Valley, etc.) 
Zululaad ...... 


Cotton now 
grown annually. 

700 bales 
500 acres 
600 ,, 

800 „ 
io° „ 

2.000 ,, 

600 ,, 

1.000 „ 

600 ,, 

3.500 .. 
i.5°° „ 

1.500 „ 


Possible annual 
production within 
20 years. 

zoo, 000 bales 
20,000 „ 

10.000 l# 

15.000 „ 

5.000 ,, 

6.000 „ 

4.000 „ 

30.000 ,, 

50.000 ,, 

15.000 ,, 
5.°°o ., 

30.000 „ 


2go,ooo ,, 


The possibilities of the East London, Grahamstown, 
King William’s Town Districts and Transkei Territory 
are also discussed. 

The report deals fully with the questions of handling, 
marketing and financing the cotton crop. 

The following recommendations are made. An experi- 
ment station should be* established in the Transvaal low 
country to serve the tract covered by the Selati and Nel- 
spruit-Komatipoort railway lines. The staff should include 
a cotton breeder, a soil specialist and an entomologist. 
The cotton breeder should study the varieties of cotton 
now grown and establish a supply of commercially pure 
seed of the most profitable variety. He should also 
select or breed pure line strains of outstanding merit. 
A fully equipped seed farm would be necessary and an 
organisation for seed distribution. This station would 
serve the whole of the low country in the Transvaal within 
the main cotton belt, the northern part of Swaziland, and 
the northern part of the Libombo flats. Another station 
for selection and breeding and a seed farm should be 
established in the Ntambanana-Nkwaleni area. This 
would also servo the new settlement to be made this year 

Hluhluwe and the further areas to be opened up shortly 
in Zululand. 

A strong commercial corporation should be formed for 
handling, marketing and financing the crop, with the 
support of the Union Government and the Empire Cotton 
Growing Corporation, and should commence operations in 
the Transvaal low country. A ginnery and press should 
he established at Komatipoort, together with an agency 
to buy seed-cotton outright or to handle and market 
cotton for the farmers on commission. The operations of 
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the corporation might be extended subsequently to other 
tracts. 

Appended to the report are (i ) a note on cotton growing 
in the Transvaal East of the Drakensberg Mountains* 
submitted to the Union Government in Decejnber iq 22 ' 
and (2) a copy of a letter dated January 1923, addressed 
by Sir Henry Dundas to the Minister of Agriculture, Union 
Government, and of reply from the Minister ofYands 
A sketch map of the north-east part of the Union of South 
Africa is provided, showing the areas now* devoted to 
cotton and the potential cotton areas. 


Northern Trees in the Southern Hemisphere.— The threatened 
world shortage in serviceable timber has given rise to 
a stock-taking of forest resources and potentialities in 
several countries, and the questions involved are receiv- 
ing serious attention in the British Empire. The main 
problem is twofold, namely, the securing of adequate 
supplies of timber for present needs, concurrently with 
the adoption of measures which will ensure resources of 
timber for the requirements of the future. In a country 
still possessing extensive forests which hitherto have 
escaped exploitation to a dangerous degree, the solution 
may be found mainly in conservation of the existing forests 
based on a carefully regulated system of felling; while 
in those more numerous countries where the once extensive 
forests have in large measure been destroyed, interest 
must centre on measures of afforestation. In these latter 
countries circumstances call for trees of rapid growt 
which vield useful merchantable timber, a combination 
of characters which it is not always easy to secure, n 
the British Empire, Australia, New Zealand an 
Africa stand out as examples of such regions, n 
countries extensive forests have in great measure db 
appeared, and in all three cases there is a lar^e import^ 
timber (chiefly coniferous “ softwoods ) w „ ;e? 

oc .0 iLl dlvunw to product; f-omtoK gfi 
Considerable work has been done in th « f P tct he 
planting of selected trees, and it is 

which has been given to exotic 


vhich in many cases 


degree of attention w 
in {.reference to indigenous trees, w 
not appear to grow at a sufficiently ra P* Dresen t position 
An admirable critical review of - P merLt i 0 ned 
of these experiments in_ the Domini wjls0I1) Assistant 


afforded 

Director 


m 


jcjjeriments in tne 
a paper by Mr. Ernest U- 


Tree; 


of the Arnold Arboretum, 
? A r> 

in Southern Lands 


•old Arboretum pu^-- o f„ Kortn- 
Journal of the Arnold Arboretum iv> pp. 6.^ 
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of which a copy has been received at the Imperial Institute 
from the author. The paper gives the results of Mr. Wil- 
son’s observations made during his recent tour through 
Australasia and South Africa, and is one of the most 
important contributions to the study of Imperial forestry 
that has appeared in recent years. 

The circumstances which have chiefly governed the 
planting experiments carried out in Australasia and South 
Africa are that, in the southern hemisphere, there is a 
scarcity of indigenous coniferous timber — -relatively so 
abundant ip northern countries — and that it is precisely 
this class of timber which is most in demand for general 
constructional work. It is therefore natural that efforts 
should have been made to grow in these lands the timber- 
yielding trees of the northern hemisphere. Before dealing 
individually with the species concerned Mr. Wilson gives 
a brief account of existing forest conditions in these 
southern countries and the problems confronting the 
forester. The facts are well known and need not be referred 
to here. 

Mr. Wilson remarks that the Scots Pine (Pinus sylvestris, 
L.) and the pines of the colder parts of eastern and north 
America and of eastern Asia — species making an invaluable 
contribution to the world’s requirements of timber — are 
found to be worthless in the antipodes ; while his observa- 
tions show that this disconcerting state of affairs finds a 
partial compensation in the fact that certain northern 
species of small value as timber trees in their own country 
prove to be most promising sources of timber in their new 
southern homes. A good example of such a tree occurs 
in the first species dealt with by Mr. Wilson, namely, the 
Insignis or Monterey pine (Pinus radiata , D. Don). The 
author considers it probable that this species will prove 
the most valuable northern conifer in the southern 
countries. In Australia and South Africa it is the most 
successful conifer yet introduced, growing at a phenomenal 
rate and yielding abundance of a serviceable timber for 
general purposes’ The tree is not equally thrifty in all 
districts, and does best in South Australia and Victoria, 
the Canterbury Plains of South Island, New Zealand, 
around Cape Town and Grahamstown, and to a less extent 
in certain areas of North Island, New Zealand, and of 
Tasmania. It is stated that on good soil a fully stocked 
wood of Pinus insignis at forty years of age is estimated 
in South Africa to yield from .10,000 to 12,000 cubic feet 
of timber per acre. The author remarks that where it 
is found to flourish, no more useful softwood tree can be 
planted in the southern countries. 
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Australasia, though the European oak has been fair! 
successful in some parts of South Africa. The willow 
Salix babylonica y L., is considered to be the most flourishin ’ 
northern tree in north-eastern Australia, fine specimens 
affording shade and food for stock ; and the tree doe 
equally well in South Africa. The White Willd^v (S. alba 
L.) and the Crack Willow (S. fragilis, L.) are of* great 
importance in New Zealand (South Island) in keeping the 
rivers within bounds ; and it is interesting to note that the 
common hawthorns of Europe ( Cratccgus oxyacantha L 
and C. monogyyia , L.) are extensively used for hedges in 
the same regions. 

The South American tree Schinus molle , L., has proved 
of great value for shade purposes in theory interior regions 
of both Australia and South Africa ; and the London 
plane (Platanus acerifolia , Willd.) has been successfully 
used for street planting in parts of Australia, New Zealand 
and South Africa. European and American species of 
ash do well in Australasia, but birches and beeches do not 
flourish. In both South Africa and Australasia suitable 
woods for match splints are much required ; various 
species of poplar have been tried with promising results, 
Populus canescens , Smith, being ,at present the main 
source of supplies in South Africa. The camphor tree 
(Cinnamotnum camphor a , Nees and Eberm.) has been 
widely planted in southern countries for shade purposes, 
and although the tree appears to be of little or no value as 
a source of camphor or for ornamental purposes, the 
author regards this species as one of the most useful broad- 
leaf evergreen trees which have been introduced into the 
southern hemisphere. 


Madagascar Timbers. — The Imperial Institute has re- 
ceived from M. LouveJ, Inspector of Rivers and Forests, 
Madagascar, an attractive album containing forty thin 
hand-specimens of useful Madagascar woods arrange in 
slip-in mounts permitting the ready examination 0 , 

specimens. The album is accompanied by a very us 

handbook written by M. Louvel descriptive of t e . 
represented, and issued (iri equivalent trench an => 
sections) under the title of “ Notice sur les BoisdeMada, 
gascar a 1 ’usage des Commer^ants et dcs n _ . 

This useful combination of samples and dc P ^ 
formation was prepared for the Committee ber 

men ial Fair h id at Tananarive in August and 1 S pte 
1923, and no doubt proved of much P£ actl ^ a Madagascar 
As in many tropical countries, the fores s ^ ^ of 
contain a large number of species of trt , 
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these, although yielding timber of considerable practical 
merit, occur either in small numbers or so widely scattered 
as to render their commercial exploitation impracticable. 
On the other hand, many trees occur in relative abundance 
and in accessible situations, and their timber can therefore 
be relied on as being readily obtainable in commercial 
quantities. It is with these timbers that the album and 
its handbook are concerned. For convenience, the woods 
have been divided into three classes, namely, cabinet 
woods, building timbers and woods accepted for use as 
railway sleepers on the Madagascar railways. In all 
cases, the descriptions give the native and scientific names 
of the tree, and the density of the timber, followed by a 
short statement as to the relative abundance of the species 
and the purposes for which the wood is employed or is 
suitable. Reference may be made to the timbers of 
outstanding merit. Among the cabinet woods palissander 
(Dalbergia Baroni and D. ikopensis) is the most important, 
and, with varongy (a building timber), is the most service- 
able and valuable of Madagascar woods. There are 
several varieties differing in colour and grain, but the most 
important are reddish or violet-brown and fine-grained : 
a paler variety from the eastern mountainous forests is 
much sought after for* railway sleepers. Other interesting 
cabinet woods are hintsy (Afzelia bijuga ), a finely veined 
yellow-brown wood formerly known as " Madagascar 
teak,” and an ebony (Diospyros Perrieri) of fine quality 
obtainable in large sizes. 

The principal building timbers include varongy ( Mes - 
pilodaphne spp.), one of the commonest timbers involving 
three botanical species yielding distinct varieties of 
straight -grained, light, useful woods ; hazonema (Wein- 
tnannia sp.), an excellent timber for general building 
purposes, wagon construction and flooring, but difficult 
to work ; tavolo ( Ravensara spp.), probably the commonest 
timber tree of Madagascar, yielding a soft, fairly strong 
wood, light in colour ; ambora ( Schrameckia Madagas- 
car iensis and Tamhourissa Thouvenotti ), excellent timbers 
for general carpentry and joinery ; rotra (Eugenia cunei- 
folia and E. parkeri\ hard brown-red woods serviceable 
for construction work, wagon building, flooring, etc. ; 
halomalanga ( Hernandia Voyroni), a light fine-grained 
yellow wood with a camphor odour, which has long been 
exported to India and China for making coffins ; hetatra 
(Podocarpus thunbergii), interesting as being the only 
conifer in Madagascar and the same botanical species as 
one of the “ yellow woods " of South Africa. Of the rail- 
way sleeper woods, the most lasting are palissander 
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(Dalbergia spp.), hazotokana ( Vernonia sp.), merana 
IVernonia Merana), vivaona ( Dilobem Ihouarsi), manoka 
(not determined), iongotra (not determined) and notalahy 
(F aucherea spp.)* The avera £ e supers of Madagas- 
car timbers is said to be about fifteen years. A useful list 
of the chief timber merchants in Madagascar is/appended 
to the handbook. 


Hydro-electric Progress in Canada— Recent memoranda 
issued by the Water Power Branch of the Canadian 
Department of the Interior show that great#strides are 
being made in the development of the hydro-electric 
industry in the Dominion. The power installed through- 
out Canada increased by 153 per cent. n between 1900 and 
1920 and in the latter year amounted to 280 h.p. per 
1,000 inhabitants ; at the beginning of 1923 this figure 
had risen to 338. Development has taken place in most 
Provinces of the Dominion, but particularly in Quebec 
and Ontario. The present rate of progress may be gauged 
from the fact that the annual capacity of the water-power 
installations in Canada was increased in 1922 by 240,000 
h p and the total developed water-power is now about 
2000000 h.p.; over 2,000,000 h.p. being utilised by 
central stations and nearly 500,000 h.p. by pulp and paper 

mi1 i t ' is estimated that the total water-power available in 
the Dominion, <>n the basis of a 24-hour day at 80 percent, 
efficiency, is no less than 18 255,000 h.p. per ^ annum 
ordinary minimum flow. Many new schemes for it 
utilisation are in contemplation, among which may be 
mentioned a plan lor harnessing the full power of the 
St. Lawrence. 


recent progress in agriculture and the 
DEVELOPMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCE. 

In this settion of the Bulletin a summary ts '• J*™” ^f'the preceding 
the more important papers and "fZj'ZTctltire and the 
quarter, in so far as these relate to rope l g ^ Tropics 
Of the natural n Coon . « rgsfons ,m 

It mu It be understood that the l »'P tr d reforis summarised, 
for the opinion* ex preyed in the puper* u t 

agriculture 

FOOOSTU-KKS AND FODUERS^ ^ 

Tea— The Quarterly Journ., • a „ acC ount 0 
Assoc., part iv, i 9 «._ Pc thc years 191* t0 19 ’ 

experiments, undertaken d k 
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to ascertain the extent to which the quantity of nitrogen, 
phosphoric acid and potash in the leaf of the tea plant 
can be altered by ordinary manuring. It was found that 
nitrogenous manures applied at the rate of over 60 lb. of 
nitrogen per acre increased the proportion of nitrogen in 
the leaf, but that manures containing up to 75 lb. of 
potash or phosphates (reckoned as K z O and P 2 0 5 respec- 
tively) per acre had no apparent influence on the amount 
of potash and phosphorus in the leaf. Heavy pruning 
increased the nitrogen in the leaf and tended also to increase 
the potash-* and phosphorus to a slight extent. Good 
growth is accompanied by a high proportion of nitrogen 
and a low proportion of potash in the leaf. 

Rice. — The results of experiments carried out at 
Kharara from 1918 to 1922 on the green manuring of 
rice combined with the application of artificial phosphatic 
manures are recorded in Agric. Journ. India ( 1923, 18, 104). 
Sesbania aculeata was employed to provide the green 
manure, the best results being obtained in conjunction 
with 2 cwts. of superphosphate of lime per acre. The 
increase in yield of grain (paddy) due to such manuring 
was considerable, the manured land yielding 2,470 lb. per 
acre and the unmanured 1,261 lb. 

Maize. — A report of a conference of maize growers and 
others interested in maize production in Kenya, held at 
Nairobi in April last, is given in Farmer s Journ., 1923, 5, 
No. 17, p. 5 ; No. 18, p. 10. In opening the conference 
the Acting Governor emphasised the advantages to the 
Colony of encouraging trade in a bulk commodity, such 
as maize, for which there is a steady and practically un- 
limited demand in the world’s markets. A resolution was 
passed asking the Government to apply the “ Agricultural 
Produce Exports Ordinance of 1921 ” to the grading of 
exported maize. Regulations and details of grading 
recommended by the Conference are given. 

Mesquite. — The Journ. Dept. Agric., Union S. Africa 
(1923, 6, 62) contains a short discussion 01 the possibilities 
of the mes quite ( Prosopis juliflora) as a famine fodder for 
the Karroo. It is stated that the tree is drought resistant 
and capable of withstanding temperatures of 1 20° i*. (in 
the shade) and 22° F. equally well, and that its beans would 
form a good source of famine fodder for sheep on arid 
sub-tropical tracts. In the Agric. Journ. India (i9 2 3> 

144) the same tree is suggested as a useful plant for India. 

It is pointed out that the value of the tree does not consist 
in the pods alone. In some parts of Texas and Hawaii 
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the long flower-spikes which bear an abundance of p 0 p e 
are the only source of honey for the bee industry. The 
wood takes a fine polish and is used for furniture and 
cabinet work. 


Oils and Oilseeds 

Coconuts. — Reference has already oeen made in this 
Bulletin (1920, 18, 130) to the investigations that are 
being made with regard to the small leaf moth or purple 
coconut moth (Lcvitana iridescens), a pest which causes a 
low yield of fruit in Fiji. Further information on this 
subject appeared in Agric. Circ. Fiji (1922, 3 , 53). The 
earliest definite reference to the pest was made by Horne 
in 1878, who found it ravaging the districts of Rewa and 
Suva. Since that date the small leaf moth has frequently 
attacked coconut palms in Vitilevu and it has been 
noticed that it is subject to an epidemic disease, which 
often destroys it in certain localities. Hitherto, attacks 
bv this moth have been almost entirely confined to 
Vitilevu, but recently they have spread to some of the 
islands forming the Ovalau Group. Owing to this extended 
range of the pest, it is necessary that drastic steps should 
be taken immediately to exterminate, it. This is somewhat 
facilitated by a habit the moth has of totally destroying 
the foliage of one tree before passing on to another. 
Although it was formerly considered impracticable to 
control the pest artificially by the use of sprays, spraying 
with an arsenical preparation is now advocated, using a 
portable power -praying outfit, with a very long : hose. 
Other methods of lor.tml consist in destroying all the ol 
verv tall trees and spraying all palms in the neighbourhoo 
of outbreaks until the disease disappears In ^ 
where the attacks arc very severe the destruction of aU 
the palms is recommended. 


appearance, but on being brokui open, t j to 
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With the object of ascertaining thj Scientific 

a sample of these nuts was examined 3 
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Section of the Educational Bureau, Paint Manufacturers* 
Association, U.S.A. ( Circular 181, 1923). The results 
showed that the nuts contained from 2*2 to 6-9 per cent, 
of kernels, which yielded 65 per cent, of an oil with an 
iodine value of 14 per cent, and a saponification value of 
261. Th<i oil was non-drying and unsuitable for use in 
paints. These results are similar to those obtained in 
the case of oil from the nuts of a species of Attalea, received 
at the Imperial Institute under the name of “ Babassu ” 
nuts (this Bulletin, 1917, 15 , 38). 

The demand for coquilho nuts is growing steadily, and 
the amount exported to Europe is increasing every year. 

Oticia or Oiticica Oil.— Oticia kernels from South 
America have beeii examined with a view to ascertaining 
the suitability of tHeir oil for paints and varnishes ( Circular 
177, Set. Sect., Educ. Bur., Paint Manuj. Assoc., U.S.A. , 
1923). The kernels were dark brown externally and dark 
amber-coloured internally. On extraction they yielded 
50 per cent, of a rather viscous oil, resembling Tung oil 
in appearance and odour. A film of the oil dried over- 
night with a frosted appearance. The acid value was 
found to be 45*3 ; iodine value 123 and saponification value 
203*2. On heating, t.he oil rapidly became highly viscous, 
but on continued heating at a high temperature it did 
not polymerise to a solid mass. This failure to become 
solid is regarded as possibly due to the acidity of the oil. 

It is considered that although the iodine value is lower 
than that of Tung oil, oil produced from fresh oticia kernels 
would probably have many of the characteristics of Tung 
oil. 

Oticia oil, under the name of oiticica oil, has been 
previously examined by other investigators. Bolton and 
Revis (Anal. 1918, 43 , 251 ; this Bulletin, 1918,10, 399) 
stated that the kernels were probably derived from 
Couepia grandifoUa , and found the oil to have an iodine 
value of 179*5 and a saponification value of 188*6. The 
effect of heating it at 300° C. served to distinguish this 
oil from Tung oil, oiticica oil polymerising to a transparent 
jelly, which swelled in linseed oil and chloroform. 

Soy Beans. — As a result of the efforts made by the 
Educational Bureau, Paint Manufacturers' Association, 
U.S.A., soy beans have become an important oil seed crop 
in the United States. According to Circular 165, 1923, 
published by the Scientific Section of this Bureau, there 
are now a number of mills in the country crushing soy 
beans. Although the quality of the American oil may 
not in some cases equal the imported oil in certain charac- 
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teristics, such as the iodine value, yet as regards clearne - 
and acidity it is superior. 1 ■ ' 

Two samples of American soy bean oil, which hav 
recently been examined, showed acid values of 0*6 and o-y 
and iodine values of 1 19*4 and 120*6 per cent. 


Fibres 


Colombian “ Pita ” Fibre. — An account of an investi- 
gation of the “ pita ” fibre of Colombia has been published 
in this Bulletin (1918, 16 , 289). In a subsequent issue 
(1920, 18 , 543) reference was made to an article by Mr 
M. T. Dawe, F.L.S., in which particulars were given of 
the character, mode of occurrence and habits of the “ pita " 
plant, together with a description of Hie native methods 
of harvesting and extracting the fibre. It was stated in 
this article that the plant is a member of the natural 
order Bromeliacese and had hitherto been regarded as 
Ananas macrodantcs , but that the examination at Kew 
of botanical specimens collected by Mr. Dawe in Colombia 
had proved it to be distinct from that species. 

In the Kew Bulletin (1923, No. 7, p. 266) it is stated 
that further specimens of “ pita,” including a few flowers, 
have now been received from the Chiriguana district 
Colombia, and these show that the plant is a species of 
Bromdia and is identical with the plant described by 
Andre as .Echtnea Magdalenee, of which only leaves and 
young fruit were previously known. The plant has been 
carefully studied at Kew, a full description of the flowers 
is given, and the name Bromdia Magdalenee has been 
assigned to it by C. 11 . Wright. 


Flax. — In the Jotirn. Dept. Agric. and Techn. Inst for 
Ireland (1923, 22, 413) reference is made to a competition 
of flax-pulling machines held in July 1922, at Wattctot- 
sous-I Vaurnont, in the North of France. Three machines 
took part, viz. (1) the Marshall machine, working by means 

of combs (see this Bulletin, 1922, 20, 210) ; (2) the 1 us - 
Tombvll machine, working by means of rollers and manu- 
factured by the U.S.A. Flax Harvesting Company ; an° 
(3) the Zeinont machine, working by belts an 111 
facturcd by M. Z/rnont, a French engineer. N 0 denni 
conclusions could be drawn from these tests, as c , 
tions at Wattetot were unusual. The flax was \er> 
and with heavy head, and was harvested too 

the plot was overrun with weeds. Observations ^ 

made on the machines, however, by a I’rc'ici _ P , t jj 3 t 
Kenardinp; the Marshall machine, i • » ", £ft lying 

when the machine has passed, small sw 
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in its track which have to be gathered up by hand and 
in this respect the machine is incomplete. It is regarded 
as particularly suitable for pulling flax which is still green 
and for work in damp climates and possesses the advantage 
that all its mechanism clears the ground well. 6 

In the case of the roller machine, in which the pulling 
is accomplished by two rollers which seize the flax between 
them, the flax stems have to be gripped as near the ground 
as possible as otherwise they will lie down in front of the 
machine and will not be pulled up. This machine is there- 
fore most ^successful when the flax is well matured and 
not too heavy in the head. As the pulling is done close 
to the ground, weeds are pulled up with the flax and reduce 
the value of the crop. Moreover the flax tends to become 
entangled in the rollers, with the result that the machine 
clogs and has to be stopped. The Push-Tombyll machine 
is really a reaper and binder transformed into a flax- 
pulling machine, the knife-blade carrier being replaced by 
the necessary pulling attachment. The crop is guided 
towards the rollers by a scries of rakes which help to carry 
the flax backwards. The machine, drawn by three horses 
can pull from 2\ to 3J acres per day, the width pulled at 
one time being 2% inches . The machine also binds the flax. 

‘ In the case of tho machine in which the pulling is done 
by means of hefts, the principle is similar to that of the 
roller machine, the rollers being replaced by belts in such 
a way as to increase the sphere of action. The working 
conditions are practically the same and the same remarks 
apply. 

Cotton 


Tanganyika. — The following particulars of the production 
of cotton in the various districts in Tanganyika Territory 
during the seasons 192 1-2 and 1922-3 have been supplied 
by the Department of Agriculture. It will be observed 
that there was a slight decrease in the latter season, the 
total output being equivalent to 7,175 hales of 400 lb. 
as against 7,327 bales in 192 1-2. 

1921-2 1922-3 

District tb. 


Morogoro .... 
Mwanza (including SMnyauga) 
Rufiji .... 

Lindi .... 
Bagamoyo .... 
Kilwa .... 
Dar-es-Salaam 
Moshi and Lushoto 
Pangam * 


1,039,257 

322,080 

320,927 

798,346 

9.389 

92,295 

348,694 


848,304 

1,160,685 

269,493 

218,032 

77,5°4 

39,796 

132,080 

99,192 

4.95° 


Total 


2,930,988 2,870,036 
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Palestine. — Reference to the possibilities of cotton 
growing in Palestine is made in a report by Mr, A. D. 
Southard, formerly American Consul at Jerusalem, which 
is reprinted in Commercial Bulletin , Department of Com- 
merce and Industry , Palestine (1923, 3, 452). Owing to 
the scarcity of cotton during the American Civil War, an 
effort was made to establish cotton growing on a com. 
mercial scale on the Plain of Phoenicia, in the Haifa-Acre 
district, and considerable quantities of the fibre were 
produced. On American competition being restored, how- 
ever, it was found that the crop could not be grown suffi- 
ciently cheaply in Palestine and commercial production 
ceased about 1870. 

In 1909 an area of about 25 acres \yas planted in the 
Jewish colony of Petach Tikvah near Jaffa, and about 
90 acres were planted by Jewish colonists in Galilee. In 
the latter area Egyptian Mitafifi was grown, but although 
the resulting cotton was of good quality, the experiment 
was not continued. The yields obtained in these cases 
amounted to about 282 lb. per acre. 

In 1910-12, the German colonists at Sarona and Wil- 
helma, on the coastal plain in Palestine, attempted to 
grow cotton without irrigation, but although the crogs 
gave good promise at first they did* not yield profitable 
returns. 

It is stated that Egyptian experts regard the soil and 
climate of the Jordan Valley as ideal for cotton cultivation. 
No proof of this is yet available, however, and experiments 
cannot be made on a commercial scale until irrigation 
facilities have been established. 


Turkestan. — Efforts are being made to resuscitate the 
cotton-growing industry of Turkestan which was tem- 
porarily ruined by the recent wars. It is stated in /toiuw 
Information and Review (January 27, i9 2 3* P- * a 
the area devoted to cotton decreased from 1,560,600 acres 
in 1916 to 140,400 acres in 1922, whilst the production e 
from 250,000 tons in 1916 to between 10,000 and n,oo 
tons in 1922 ; the yield per acre diminished from 1,100 • 
per acre to littU* more than one-third of that am 
In spite of various difficulties, due to the decay 0 
systems of irrigation, the absence of implements .an c< P 
and the prevalence of bandits in the cotton aru ■-» ^ 
improvement in the conditions has already been < ^ 

The Chief Cotton Committee has inspired co _ the 

the growers by the adoption of measures to enc ^ 
industry, including the supply of seed for pa 
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yield per acre has increased, and by December 15, 1922, 
nearly 20,000 tons of raw cotton had been supplied to the 
factories. The Committee has sufficient seed available to 
plant 364,500 acres in 1923 which is expected to yield over 
1 10,000 tons of raw cotton. Irrigation work is being pro- 
ceeded with and measures are being taken to protect the 
crop froift damage by pests. 


MINERALS 

General 

Sudan. — In the Geographical Journal for May 1923 
is reported a lecture by Dr. C. Christy on the Bahr-eL 
Ghazal Province of the Sudan. The region is largely 
swamp and grass land, but the southern part is interesting 
as regards the metallic minerals it contains. The Nile- 
Congo watershed extends from Lake Albert to Dar Fur, 
and is part of the rim of the vast Congo Basin. It is largely 
an ironstone divide having an altitude of about 3,000 ft. 
Except where occasional granite masses protrude it is a 
more or less continuous narrow strip of level bush-covered 
laterite country ; in some cases a bare ironstone ridge 
a few yards in width, in others perhaps two miles wide. 
Detached portions appear frequently as isolated flat- 
topped hills composed of the same lateritic material. 

The author headed an expedition to undertake mineral 
exploration for the Nile-Congo Divide Syndicate. The 
expedition visited the old copper mines at Hofrat el 
Nahras (a name meaning the place of copper). These 
have been worked by natives for many years until quite 
recent times. Copper in the form of discs, rings, and 
small ingots obtained from this deposit have served for 
purposes of barter in the markets of Dar Fur and Kordofan. 
These old workings cover an area of about 300 acres and 
consist of about 1,000 small shafts, now fallen in for the 
most part, and several large pits surrounded by extensive 
dumps. The copper occurs as carbonate in a system of 
veins and veinlets in a complex of basic and acid dyke 
rocks of Archaean age. The vein filling is a ferruginous 
quartz. The expedition sunk shafts and found pyrite and 
chalcopyrite at a depth of about roo ft. The main lode 
proved to be about 50 ft. wide. Exploration revealed 
several similar deposits along the same strike, extending 
to a point 45 miles from Hofrat, some of which have been 
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worked by the natives. In some of the copper 
finely disseminated gold is found > and gold is obtained 0 ^ 8 
panning the material near the remains of numero ^ 
earthen smelting furnaces. Large deposits of massi^ 
specular iron ore are found in the same region wh‘ V f! 
have long been worked by the natives. Cassitente and 
asbestos were also found, and alluvial gold was disco ve 2 
in paying quantities in certain rivers and their tributari 
Reef gold was also located. The region generally appears 
to be highly mineralised, and is being further explored 
The deposits discovered may prove important, as thev 
are near the route which must be taken by any southern 
extension of the Khartoum-El Obeid Railway. 

) 

Bentonite 

Canada. — An account of the properties and uses of 
the mineral bentonite has been given in this Bulletin 
(1922, 20, 344 )- The results of analyses and physical 
tests carried out by E. A. Thompson and A. Sadler with 
a number of samples of bentonite from Canada and the 
United States are published in Summary Report of Investi- 
gations, , 1921, Mines Branch, Dept, of Mines, Canada , p. 73. 
The chemical analyses show that the .calculation of a fop. 
mula is not yet possible ; the amounts of the chief consti- 
tuents, silica and alumina, vary greatly, although those 
of the minor constituents agree closely. High silica is 
attended by low alumina, and vice versa . The analyses 
give no definite indications of the origin of bentonite. 
The physical tests similarly showed great variation. In 
the water absorption test, the weight of water absorbed 
by 1 gram of bentonite during 24 hours' contact varied 
from 1*53 to 4*95 grams. Specific gravities varied from 
2*44 to 278, and fusion points from 1,150° C. to 1,430° C. 
It was found that there is no fixed relation between 
swelling properties and the quantity of combined water 
present. Although heating to 700° C. destroyed the col- 
loidal property, the bentonite still retained some combined 
water. 


Gold 

Southern Rhodesia. —An interim report by B. 
foot on the geology of part of the Darwin mineral be , 
Southern Rhodesia, has appeared (Short Report, No. 
Southern Rhodesia Geol. Survey , 1 9 2 3 )- , 

consists of crystalline schists (‘‘Basement Scms s 
F. P, Mcnnell), including greenstones, quartz-sericn 7 s i e( j 
banded ironstones (ferruginous quartzites), etc., 1 
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by granite and a few dolerite dykes. A mica-schist belt 
runs along the granite margin of the Umkaradzi Valley, 
and contains most of the gold mines. The Ruia mine is* 
of low grade ; an ore-body 37 ft. wide, at a depth of 
50 ft., contains only 3 dwts. of gold per ton. The Honest 
mine, already described by P. A. Wagner (Trans. Geol. 
Soc . Soitth Africa , 1912, 15, 130), has been proved to a 
depth of 200 ft. There was one rich shoot which carried 
coarse gold. The mine is now abandoned. 

The Umkaradzi Valley group is gold-bearing over a 
great widjh. Gold is carried in quartz stringers, in weath- 
ered mica-schist, which run with the schistosity, across it, 
and N.E.-S.W. Several pipes were worked in the Mickey 
mine. The results were disappointing, the shoots being 
very short or the gold content proving very erratic. 

The Chin reef strikes N.W.-S.E. in quartz-porphyry, 
and has a payable section 450 ft. long. In depth the reef 
splits up into stringers. The Lion Reef, of the Chin group, 
is 1 ft. thick, carries galena and can be traced for 4,000 ft. 
in length. Gold to the value of £37,794 has been extracted 
from 29,742 tons raised from these two reefs. The mine 
has not been working since 19 16, as there are difficulties 
as regards transport and water supply. 

' The total value* of the gold raised from the Darwin 
mineral belt up to the end of 1922 was £119,725 in value, 
about five-sixths of this output being from the Umkaradzi 
Valley group (mica-schist) and the Chin group (quartz- 
porphyry). From 1917 there has been a considerable 
decrease in output, and in 1922 it was less than £1,000 
in value. 

Canada. — The auriferous arsenopyrite ores of Hope, 
Coquihalla Area, British Columbia, are described by R. C. 
Campbell-Johnstcn in Mining Journal , August 4, 1923, 
p. 600. The ore-bodies constituting the Mount of the 
Holy Cross group of claims extend over the surface 
for a proved distance of five miles, with a depth of at least 
5,000 ft. Four parallel veins have been uncovered. One 
adit has disclosed a wide ore-shoot, 400 ft. in length, 
carrying 500 ft. of backs. The ore should carry gold of 
value over $6 per ton. The igneous country rock intrudes 
an older igneous rock with similar mineralisation. The 
veins carry pyrite and arsenopyrite, some enargite and 
free gold. An average of bulk ore packed for shipment 
gave : gold 1*64 oz, silver 2*10 oz. per ton, metallic arsenic 
43*° 1 per cent. 

Australia.— H. S. Whitelaw has recently described the 
present workings in the Wood’s Point goldfield (Bull, 48, 
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Geol. Surv. f Victoria , 1923). After more than twentv 
years’ inactivity this goldfield is now attracting attenti 
owing to the developments at the Morning Star min 11 
where operations were commenced during the war period' 
The Government of Victoria having advanced the Mornin 
Star Co. some £14,000, a new shaft was sunk to a depth of 
600 ft. ; the amount borrowed was repaid, and*the nun 
is now perhaps the premier gold producer in the State, f 6 
this mine a “ floor " of quartz between No. 5 (495 f t \ a !} 
No. 6 (595 ft.) levels, known as Whitelaw’s reef, is beine 
successfully worked. The reef crosses somewha^ obliquely 
a diorite dyke, intrusive in slate rock, and belongs to the 
type known as ladder veins. The average thickness of 
the vein is between 5 and 6 ft. There is ^ possible 1,000 ft 
of dyke northward, and 200 ft. southward to prospect 
Three mines in this field have now reached the primary 
zone, viz. Morning Star (600-800 ft.), New Loch Fyne 
(630 to 730 ft.), and Victoria Ax (1,352-1,452 ft.). 

The Ballarat goldfield, Victoria, is described by W. 
Baragwanath, Director of the Geological Survey (Memoir 
14, Geol. Surv., Victoria , 1923). Gold to the value of 
£50,000,000 has been obtained from this field, but nearly 
all the mines ceased working in 1918/and the production 
has since been insignificant. 

United States.— The gold-bearing veins of the Jarbidge 
mining district, Nevada, are described by Frank C. Schrader 
(Bull. 741, U.S. Geol. Survey t 1923). 

The veins, which arc about forty in number, are of the 
quartz-fissure type in old rhyolite (Miocene ?), from 1 to 
over 30 ft. in width, and sometimes traceable for several 
miles in length, with outcrops rising in places to 50 ft. 
above the surface. The group, known as the “west 
veins," dips east into the Crater Range, and comprises 
the wider and more valuable veins, as those of the Long 
Hike and North Star : whilst the group or system known 
as the " east veins "dips west into the Range, has a more 
northerly strike, and extends through the “ craters " 
(U-shaped cirques, amphitheatres or basins), for some ten 
miles. There is a third or subordinate system of cross 
veins which strike N.E.-S.W. 

The economic minerals of the veins are native go j 
electrum, argentite, cerargyrite and nauniannite (Agpef 
The chief ganguo minerals are quartz and adularia. Ot er 
minerals are apatite, barytes, calcite, chalcedony, e c * 
Two of the most abundant minerals (secondary) ° ccurr L 
both as gangue and as gouge are halloyHte and leverrier 
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white hydrous silicates of aluminium , resembling talc 
and kaolin. The veins are composed of a characteris- 
tically laminated milk-white quartz-adularia gangue, 
pseudomorphic after calcite. This has a platey and bladed 
structure in which innumerable contiguous or connecting 
laminae oj plates and blades are variously arranged (“ fish- 
scale quartz ” of the miners). The veins are nearly all 
oxidised to the depth of the present workings (800 to 900 
ft.), although a little primary or sulphide ore, consisting 
of pyrite, argentite and chalcopyrite, has been found in 
a few mines. 

The gold, generally invisible, occurs as specks in the 
gangue, associated with argentite or other silver-bearing 
minerals or haematite. 

The Jarbidge district is reported to have produced 
bullion to the end of 1921 valued at about $1,500,000, 
of which the Long Hike mine is credited with nearly 
$1,250,000. 

A preliminary report by F. L. Ransome on the geology 
of the Oatman Gold District, Arizona, has been published 
(Bull. 743, U.S. Geol. Survey , 1923). All the veins occupy 
fault fissures, with a general N.W. strike, dip N.E. over 
6o°, and are up to 5*0 ft. wide. The country rock consists 
of Tertiary volcanic flows of andesite (principally), trachyte, 
latite and intrusive porphyry. The veins consist of quartz, 
calcite and adularia, associated in the ore-shoots with 
free gold, which is rarely visible. Sulphides arc absent 
from the typical Oatman ores, although the country rock 
near the veins may contain finely disseminated pyrite. 
Fluorspar occurs in some veins. The gangue usually 
contains both quartz and calcite, but if entirely of quartz 
or calcite, the veins are either low in grade or barren. 
The larger veins are essentially stringer-lodes of very 
complex structure. There may be present two or more 
veins or bands of ore together with many irregular stringers 
and a considerable proportion of more or less andesitic 
country rock. Some of the veins show a distinctly banded 
structure. Usually the sequence has been : fine-grained 
white quartz ; gold-bearing quartz with some calcite and 
adularia ; calcite ; but some of the calcite has certainly 
been replaced by granular quartz. The ore varies in 
value from $7 to $35 a ton. The Tom Reed vein, by far 
the most productive in the district, yielded to the end of 
1921 gold to the value of nearly $20,000,000. A normal 
fault, known as the Mallery fault, striking nearly parallel 
with the vein, but dipping S.W. 6o°-7o°, has thrown the 
u pper part of the vein down 400 ft. to the S.W. The 
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Gold Road vein, N.E. of the Tom Reed vein, has also been 
a large producer. The lode is a sheeted zone, ioo ft. or 
more in total width, consisting of two main, nearly 
parallel veins, accompanied by many smaller stringers. 
The vein is beautifully banded in cross section, consisting 
of thin layers of fine-grained flinty or chalcedonjc quartz 
— the colours ranging from white, pale yellow, green or 
buff to dark brown. There are two main ore-shoots, the 
ore averaging about $9 per ton. 

Ransome is of opinion that the Oatman district does 
not hold out inducements for extensive explorations at 
depths greater than about 1,500 ft. It is probable that 
additional ore-bodies remain to be discovered at moderate 
depths. 

Iron 


Union of South Africa. — In South African Journal of 
Industries for April 1923 P. A. Wagner describes some 
deposits of iron ore at Syferfontein in the Rustenburg 
district of the Western Transvaal. The district is traversed 
by the Krugersdorp-Mafeking Railway, on which jare two 
sidings about i\ and 2 miles respectively from the iron- 
ore outcrops. * « 

The deposits occupy the gentle northern slopes of a 
wide flat-bottomed valley lying between ridges formed 
of the Tims ball Hill and Daspoort quartzites. 

Two main varieties of ore may be distinguished ; a 
hard compact black variety which is the rich ore, and 
a lowei -grade, softer, blackish-grey variety. The iron 
minerals of the richer oie consist of magnetite in small 
glistening octahedra distributed through a dull-lookmg 
black base composed mainly of specularite. I he mica 
constituent contains vanadium.and appears to be roscoeiite. 
Magnetite is quite subordinate in the softer and poore 
ore, the bulk of which is made up of small flakes an 
crystals of specularite, generally accompanied by ' 
sericite. This deposit is covered by the rc ‘”™ nlh ‘ 00 

workings, and it is roughly estimated that <- $ > 

tons of ore were formerly taken out, ^rSest'part 
use of iron gads and stone hammers. lbe ricnes H 
of the deposit is on farm Syferfontein, No. 96 3, v £ 
ironstone caps a low ridge. A section through this stio^ 
mint a total thickness of ore of 14 u ; 0 1 


averaging 

at one point a total tmcnness ui .... ... I 4 I ;- U ,,gpe r 

So-ap-r cent, of iron ; 1.7. per cent. of s.hca, o^oi £ 

cent, of phosphorus ; and 0-004 per cm • 500,000 

particular deposit is estimated to contain 5^ ^ 

tons of ore with probably over 50 per cent. 01 , jng 

than . 1 per cent, of silica. Conditions for cheap 
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a^e favourable as the ore can be obtained by open cuts 
and adits. 

Petroleum 

United Kingdom. — The systematic search for oil in 
Great Britain, which was commenced in 1918, has already 
been referred to in the Imperial Institute Monograph 
Petroleum (1921 , pp. r 5, 16). A paper by H. P. W. Giffard[ 
recently published {Trans. Min. Inst. Scotland , 1923, 44 t 
31-57), gives details of the geological structure observed 
in the drifting of the 1 1 trial boreholes — 7 in Derbyshire, 
2 in N. Staffordshire, and 2 in Scotland — and of the results' 
obtained. 

The Derbyshii»e wells, from north to south, are: (1) 
Ridgeway, on an anticline trending NAV.-S.E., just south 
of Sheffield, which passed through the Coal Measures, 
Millstone Grit, Limestone Shales (Yoredale beds), and 
Carboniferous Limestone. A strong flow of salt-water 
was met with at 2,898 ft. (limestone) ; total depth reached, 
2,996 ft. (2) Renishaw, on the eastern flank of the same 
anticline* as ( 1 ). Considerable flow r s of gas were met with 
in the Coal Measures at 1,600 ft., and salt water and gas 
a* 3,198 ft. (Millstone Grit). The hole reached 4,235 ft., 
the Carboniferous Limestone having been penetrated 
135 ft- (3) Brimington, on the apex of a symmetrical 
anticlinal fold with a capping of Coal Measures undisturbed 
by faults. The total depth reached was 4,040 ft., when 
much water was encountered, after drilling through 1,040 
ft. of limestone. A trace of oil was noticed near the top 
of the Millstone Grit, and a large amount of anhydrite was 
discovered between 3,665 and 3,783 ft. (4) Heath, on 
the same general anticlinal structure as Hardstoft, and 
completed at 4,000 ft. A considerable amount of gas 
was struck at 1,875 and 2,615 ft- (Coal Measures), salt 
water at 2,850 ft. (Millstone Grit), and a little oil at 3,942 
ft., and a trace of oil at 3,988 ft. (limestone). (5) Hards- 
toft ; the oil was struck in a porous bed, about 2 ft. thick, 
at the top of the Carboniferous Limestone, and at a depth 

3,075 ft* The total depth is 3,130 ft., and the total 
production from May 27, 1919, to March 26, 1923, amounted 
to 1,088 tons. The oil is of very high quality, and similar 
in character to Pennsylvanian crude. (6) Ironville No. 2 ; 
this is on a well-marked dome structure, and was stopped 
at 4,006 ft., after penetrating 1 ,000 ft. of limestone. Traces 
of oil were met with at 1,800 ft., 2,640 ft., and 3, 02 9, a 
Httle gas at 1,880, and water at 3,478- (7) Ironville No. 1 

1S on the same dome structure as (6). A show of heavy oil 
occurred at 2,031 ft. (Hardstoft oil horizon), but there was 
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no sustained flow. Water with sulphuretted hydros 
was met with in quantity at 2,405 ft. Limestone was 
penetrated for 1 ,600 ft. ; and traces of oil were encountered 
at 2,500 and 3,604 ft., and much salt water at 3,500 ft 
The well was abandoned at 3,655 ft. 

In Staffordshire, the Apedale and Wcrrington wells 
were on an anticlinal structure, and were drillea to 4 248 
and 2,670 ft. respectively, but no indications of oil were 
met with. 

In Scotland, the bore-hole at West Calder is on the 
crest of an anticline in the Oil Shale group (talciferous 
Sandstone Series of the Lower Carboniferous), and was 
completed to 3,918 ft. Traces of oil were met with at 
640 ft. (Barracks Limestone), 850 ft., 1,138 ft. (sandstones) 
and 2,598 ft. (dark shale). The D’Arcy well, which is on 
a well-defined dome structure, has already been described 
in this Bulletin (1922, 20, 254). The strata at the surface 
represent the lower portion of the Carboniferous Limestone 
Series of Scotland. Traces of oil were met with at 493 ft. 
615 ft. (light clayey shales), and 1,490 ft. (Marine shales)! 
Much gas was struck at 724 ft., salt water at 1,66} and oil 
at i,8lo ft., which from July 22 to September 16, 1922, 
yielded about 7 tons of oil After the latter date, opera- 
tions were suspended, the total deptirbeing 1,820 ft. Tire 
oil contains 15*13 per cent, by volume of motor-spirit and 
heavy naphtha, 25*44 per cent, of kerosene and light gas 
oil, 17*57 per cent, of gas oil, 15 per cent, of lubricating 
oils and 12*36 per cent, of paraffin wax. 

GilTard considers that the Hardstoft production of 
7 barrels per day, natuml flow, compares favourably with 
many wells in the United States, and concludes that " the 
remarkably high quality of the oil and the sustained pro- 
duction are encouraging factors, and it is to be hoped that 
further test-wells will be drilled in the neighbourhood, 
with a view to ascertain the extent of the oil-bearing 
formation. In Scotland the presence of gas and the dis- 
covery of a good show of high-grade oil at D'Arcy are 
promising indications, and there is scope for further ex- 
ploratory drilling in the neighbourhood." 


Italy, — The petroleum deposits of Northern 
have been discusser! by Prof. Gignoux {Les Matures Grasses, 
July 15, 1923, 6494). The. Emilia zone, lying on 
northern slope of the Apennines, and the only one 
has been exploited to any extent, is referred to 
Imperial Institute monograph, Petroleum ( J 9 2I > 

The annual production of this field is from 4P 00 Lg ; 
metric tons. Gignoux divides the deposit into tw g 
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th\ internal or southern zones, which include the deposits 
of Montechino, Velleia and Vallezza ; and the external or 
northern zones, comprising the deposits of Ozzano and 
Rivanazzano. The petroleum deposits of the southern 
zones are confined to calcareous breccias occurring in dark 
argillaceous marls (scaly clay formation). The oil is 
very light (S.G. 0*72 to 078), and can be used directly as 
a motor-oil. It appears to have undergone natural refining 
due, probably, to filtration through beds of clay. The 
petroleum of the northern zones is heavy (S.G. 0*806 to 
0*914), and* occurs in sandy beds at Rivanazzano (Miocene) 
and Ozzano (Pliocene). 

The mother-rock of the petroleum of the southern 
zone is probably ‘the scaly clay formation itself. That 
of the northern zone may be the grits or sandstone of the 
Miocene and Pliocene, or the petroleum may possibly 
have migrated from the older scaly clay formation. 

Costa Rica. — Arthur H. Redfield writes on the petro- 
leum possibilities of Costa Rica ( Econ . Geol. f 1923, 18, 354). 
The best known oil seep is located on Uscari Creek, west 
of the town of Suretka. The oil reaches the surface 
akmg a fault -plane, cutting an outcrop of bluish-grey 
sandy shale, over 1,000 ft. thick. The oil, which is dark 
green, and with sp. gr. o*886i, issues at the rate of 4 to 
6 quarts a day. Scattered seeps yielding small amounts 
of oil are said to occur. The area to be considered favour- 
ably must be restricted to a relatively narrow zone between 
the mountains and the sea. Four important concessions, 
covering Government lands, have been granted in Costa 
Rica. Several wells have been drilled, in one instance 
to a depth of 3,800 ft., without finding oil in commercial 
quantities. Boring elsewhere is still in progress. 

Honduras. — Redfield also writes on the petroleum possi- 
bilities of Honduras [Econ. Geol. } 1923, 18, 474). At Guare 
the oil-bearing rock outcrops for two miles in a gulch, and 
contains numerous pockets of paraffin-base petroleum. 
There are also said to be strata impregnated with ozokerite. 
Other indications are said to occur along Rio Aguan, and a 
remarkably pure asphalt is reported to occur near Juticalpa, 
department of Olancho, which is probably identical with the 
gilsonite deposit on the right bank of Rio Pinal. There 
are several veins from 2 to 8 in. thick, separated by partings 
of sandstone, and a few vertical veins 3 in. in width. 
Several concessions have been granted by the Government, 
fn 1920, two wells were drilled near Omoo. Gas was 
reported, but no oil. Drilling was begun in April 1921 
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by the Anglo-Persian Co., in the suburb of Calona, muni^i 
pality of Juticalpa ; but no report of the results of the 
drilling has been published. 


Phosphate Rock 

Pacific Islands. — A very full description of 1 ;he well- 
known deposits of phosphate rock on Ocean Island and 
references to deposits on other Pacific islands are contri- 
buted by L. Owen to the Quarterly Journ. Geol . Soc. (1923 
79 , 1). It is shown that the deposits originated by the 
metasomatic action of solutions leached from accumulations 
of guano upon islands of dolomitised coral. The deposits 
consist chiefly of tricalcium phosphate, w;ith small amounts 
of calcium carbonate and fluoride, and silica. The varia- 
tions in the percentage of tricalcium phosphate are re- 
markably regular, and support the geological evidence 
that the island has been subjected to a tilting movement 
about a W.SAV. and E.N.E. axis towards the S.S.E., in 
comparatively recent times, which is apparently still 
continuing. 

Silica 

Canada. — Publication No. 555, Branch , Canadian 

Dept, of Mines , 1923, by L. H. Cole, is devoted to the 
occurrence, exploitation, and uses of silica with special 
reference to Eastern Canada. 

The investigations of which this publication is the 
outcome have shown that there are in Eastern Canada a 
number of deposits of vein quartz, quartzites, sandstones, 
natural sands, flint and diatonute which are capable of 
commercial utilisation. Up to the present, however, very 
few of them are being exploited ; in fact fully two-thirds 
of the silica consumed in Canada is imported. 

All the economically useful varieties of silica are dealt 
with ; a feature of the work is the chapter on the industria 
uses to which each variety may be put, and, in most cases, 
particulars are given of the requirements of the industries 
concerned. 

In addition to a detailed description, 
by maps, of the various deposits in Eastern 
results of chemical and mechanical analyse 
collected in the field are appended, together 
of some preliminary technical trials. 


accompanied 
Canada, the 
s of samples 
with results 


Silver 


United State*. -The silver-lead de P 0Sll L S crib^Ty 
Di-trict, Mineral County, Colorado, or 


Creede 
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\\ H. Emmons and E. S. Larsen (Bull. 718, U.S. Geol. 
Survey, 1923). The ore deposits consist of silver-lead 
fissure veins in rhyolite (Miocene), and fractured zones 
of silver ore in shattered rhyolite. Faulting has taken 
place on a large scale, and the veins occupy strong fault 
fissures. The ore minerals include blende, argentiferous 
galena, gdld, pyrite, chalcopyrite, and their alteration 
products. The gangue minerals are quartz (much of which 
is amethystine), chlorite, barytes and fluorspar. Locally 
the gangue contains much thuringite, an iron-rich chlorite, 
and near the Amethyst vein adularia has been noted in 
veinlets cutting rhyolite. 

In the fractured zones, the fractures and joint-planes 
of the rhyolite are filled with thin veinlets of chrysoprase 
together with green copper minerals, and locally carry 
very high percentages of silver. Argentite, cerargyrite 
and native silver are plastered on the walls of the thin, 
narrow cracks. Iron sulphides are not abundant. Deeper 
exploration has not exposed corresponding bodies of sul- 
phide ores. 

The Solomon-Ridge vein, of the fissure vein class, 
strikes N. io°W. ; the Amethyst, N. 23°W. ; and the 
Alpha-Corsair, N. 32°W. These three veins with their 
associated subordinate fissures have produced over 99 per 
cent, of the ore of the district. In the lower levels silver 
is present in galena, blende and pyrite, and in quartz 
stained dark grey by thinly disseminated sulphides, 

The silver contents of the shipping ore ranges from 
20 to 70 oz. per ton ; lead, from 1 to 5 per cent. ; the gold 
content varies, but in several mines it is from 0-03 to 
0*25 oz. per ton. The average value of the Creede ores is 
probably about $28 a ton. The average content of the 
rich ores of the upper part of the lode is about 5° oz - silver 
per ton. 

From 1889 to 1920, Mineral County produced 44,038,801 
oz. of silver; lode gold, $2,715,113 in value; 268,679 lb. 
of copper; 197,429,511 lb. of lead, and 27,572,407 lb* °* 
zinc, most of which was won in the Creede district. 

Tin 

Nigeria. — A brief abstract of Bulletin No. 1, 1921, 
Geological Survey , Nigeria , by J. D. Falconer, dealing wit 
the geology of the Plateau tinfields, was published m t us 

Bulletin (1921, 19, 427). Bulletin No 4 (1923), by J * y * 
Falconer and C. Raeburn, with notes by A. D. N. Bam 
and W. Russ, treats of the northern tinfields of Baucm 
Province. The country described comprises an area 0 
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about 5,000 square miles, lying to the N. and N.E of 
Bauchi Plateau and including the whole of the NTy 
corner of Bauchi Province and some adjoining porti * 
of Kano Province. 0Rs 


The Jere and Sanga Hills are mainly composed of th 
younger granite, which yields a tin-bearing wash 
Shokobo and Saiya hills largely consist of rhyolite an*l 
quartz-porphyry, which are intrusions older than th 
younger granite. Tinstone occurs in the granite, and also 
in the rhyolite and quartz-porphyry near granite outcrops 
Alluvial tin deposits are found in the neighbourhood of 
the Saiya Hill. Tin-bearing wash is also found on the 
Rishi Hill, N.N.E. of Saiya Hill. Cassiterite is abundantly 
distributed throughout the altered youpger granite of the 
Tongolo Hills, and possibly scattered pockets of this type 
may have been the source of the tinstone now concentrated 
along the stream lines. The Kwandonkaya Hills every- 
where yield a topaz and tin-bearing wash, The Tibchi 
and Yeli Hills consist of younger granite, rhyolite and 
quartz-porphyry. The granite has been greisenised along 
joint planes, the felspar has been replaced by quartz, topaz 
and biotite and quartz veins and stringers are 'common, 
frequently carrying tinstone. No payable lodes have 
yet been located, but all the stream^ leaving the granite 
carry tinstone in greater or less abundance, and most of 
them are now being exploited. 

The older granites and gneisses are not themselves 
tin-bearing, but where they have been invaded by masses 
of younger granite they' have been much fractured and 
broken near the contact, and, in places, altered and 


mineralised. In this field there is a complete absence of 
tourmaline from the younger granite and its emanations. 

Tin mining is mainly confined to the working of high 
and low terraces and stream bed deposits along the present 
river lines. Ancient alluvial deposits occur at Dower, in 
the Rishi gap, and between Rinjim Gani and Maguinma. 
High-level terraces usually carry little or no tinstone, 
but one at Mailumba on the Kuskerri River is exceptional y 
rich in cassiterite. The low terraces and valley flats in 
the neighbourhood of the present stream lines usually 
carry tin-bearing wash in old channels in the bo 0 , 

but the concentrate varies in quality according to ns 

from granite outcrops or from local " feeds. ^ 

In the lower reaches of the Ningi River, m ■ 

corner of Bauchi Province, low terrace deposits, c , 

of a coarse wash of rounded granite and porp 
lying on bedrock, contain a fair amount of tnis 

The younger granite of the Kila and Wurj ' 
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oKthe Ningi Hills, is characterised by riebeckite (soda 
hornblende), which replaces biotite. In this field such 
granite carries little or no cassiterite. 
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Malaya : the Straits Settlements and the Fede- 
rated and Unfederated Malay States. Edited by 
R. 0 . Winstedt, M.A., D.Litt. Pp. xi + 283, 8vo, 9 x sh 
(London : Constable & Co., Ltd., 1923.) Price 12s. 

This volume, edited and largely written by an officer 
of the Malayan Civil Service, gives an attractive account 
of the Malay Peninsula, its history, climate, scenery, 
minerals, fauna and flora, agriculture and industries, and 
other matters of interest, together with information on 
the language, literature, religion and characteristics of 
the Malays and other races inhabiting the country. 
Several of the chapters are contributed by technical officers 
of the Government, and the editor makes it evident in 
his preface that the work as a whole may be regarded as 
ah authoritative treatise on the Peninsula. Excellent 
illustrations, statistical tables, diagrams and a map 
enhance the utility and interest of the volume, which 
should have a large number of readers in technical and 
administrative circles as well as among the general public. 

Equatoria : The Lado Enclave. By Major C. H. 
Stigand, O.B.E. With Preface and Introductory Memoir 
by General Sir Reginald Wingate, Bt., G.C.B., etc. Pp. 
lv + 253, $vo, 8} X $h (London: Constable & Co., 
Ltd., 1923.) Price 21s. 

In this posthumously published work we have a com- 
prehensive account of the history, physical geography and 
ethnology of the district under consideration. 

A considerable portion of the book treats of the various 
districts in detail. This is the least readable part on 
account of the endless succession of names due inevitably 
to the multiplicity of tribes, sub-tribes, languages ana 
dialects to be described. The position of the languages 
is considered in a separate chapter which would nave 
more interest for the philologist than for the general read . er - 

The most interesting chapters are those dealing ^ V1 
the people and their customs generally, with the Nile an 
the Upper Rift Valley, with Emin Pasha, and with the 
future of the Enclave. With respect to the last, tne 
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author concludes that the most that can be hoped fo^* 
that the district will just pay its way. 1 " 1 

An appendix contains the Articles of the Agreement 
of 1894 between Great Britain and Leopold II relativ 
to the Enclave. J > 

The book is supplied with a chronological table of 
principal events, and possesses several maps, but the lack 
of illustrations is to be regretted. There is an extensive 
bibliography. 

The introductory memoir by General Sir Reginald 
Wingate is by no means the least interesting part of the 
book. 


The Forests of India. By E. P>. Stebbing, M.A. 
Vol. II. Pp. xii + 633, 8vo, 8| X $ 1 . (London: John 
Lane, The Bodley Head, Ltd., 1923.) Price 42s. 

The first volume of Professor Stebbing 's work was 
reviewed in this Bulletin (1922, 20, 419), where the 
general lines on which he has planned his treatise were 
indicated and attention drawn to its authoritative nature. 
It may be confidently' stated that those who have 'perused 
the earlier volume will not be disappointed with the second, 
and that they will look forward to the appearance of the 
third volume, for which it has been found necessary to 
arrange on account of the great mass of material placed at 
the disposal of Professor Stebbing from official sources, 
and his desire to make adequate use of it. The present 
volume brings the history of Indian forestry down to the 
year 1900 ; it is proposed in the third volume to deal 
further with a portion of the period now considered and 
to add an account of the progress made from 1901 to 1920. 

Like the previous volume the book will repay careful 
study by all who are concerned with forestry, not only in 
India but in all parts of the Empire. 


The Flora of the Malay Peninsula. By Henry 
N. Ridley, F.R.S., F.L.S., late Director of Gardens 

and Forests, Straits Settlements ; with illustrations ) 
J. Hutchinson, F.L.S. Vol. 1 , Polypetalae. Pp. v + 
918, 8 vo, 8J X si Vol. II, Gamu petal#. Pp ; vi + &7 3 , 

8 vo, Hi X si Published under the authority ot tne 
Government of the Straits Settlements. (Lone on. 
Reeve and Co., Ltd., 6 , Henrietta Street, Covcnt Oar , 
1922 and 1923.) 

In building up knowledge of a country, es P?^ jJ ore 
the early stages of its development, there aa ^ 

important desiderata either from the pom 
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pure science or practical utility than a local flora. The 
appearance of Mr. Ridley’s work (of which two volumes 
have been published) is particularly welcome, since there 
will now be available an authoritative handbook of the 
known flora of one of the most interesting botanical 
regions of the world, embodying the observations of the 
large number of famous botanists, including the author 
himself, who have travelled and collected therein. The 
record of species is a heavy one, but it must be remembered 
that comparatively little of the peninsula has been explored 
botanically, and much of the record is based upon the 
results of Short collecting expeditions. Space does not 
permit reference at any length to the special botanical 
interest of the region dealt with in the work, but as men- 
tioned by the autnor in his introduction, the area of the 
Malay Peninsula, as referred to in this flora, falls into two 
natural divisions with wide variations as regards climate, 
soil and flora. In the northern portion, with usually 
a sandy soil and a regular dry season, the plants are mainly 
herbs and low shrubs with very few trees of great size. 
The southern region, however, is or was one continuous 
area of typical dense rain forest of large trees, many over 
150 ft. high, in a country where rain falls every day. 

* In the nothern area there are represented over forty 
genera not occurring in the southern region, while the 
latter possesses no fewer than upwards of sixty well- 
represented genera that are not found in the north. 
Throughout the region the number of endemic species is 
exceptionally large (about half the species recorded), but 
it is pointed out that further exploration of adjacent 
countries will probably reduce the number considerably. 

The provisional plan of Mr. Ridley’s work contemplates 
five volumes. Of the two now available, Vol. I contains 
the introduction and Polypetalae (Ranunculaceae to Corna- 
ceae) ; and Vol. II includes Gamopetalae (Caprifoiiacea? to 
Labiatae). The work is excellently printed and produced, 
while Mr, Hutchinson’s clear line illustrations arc most 
pleasing. 


Botany : Principles and Problems. By Edmund 
W. Sinnott. Pp. xix -f 385, 8vo, 9i X (New York 
and London : McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 1923.) 
Price 1 5 s. 

While the stream of new textbooks on botany is on 
some grounds to be deprecated, it must be admitted t a 
no small proportion of those which have appeared during 
recent years have performed definite service in the advance- 
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ment of the scientific teaching of botany as a class subject. 
In considerable measure the worth of these books to /[ ie 
serious student has been proportional to their freedom 
from the trammels of an examination syllabus, and to 
their placing before him at least a reasoned statement, if 
not a discussion, of the problems as well as the facts of 
modern botany. The present volume will be*welcomed 
by teachers fortunate in possessing students unsatisfied 
with — and little attracted by — nominal rolls of inflores- 
cences and tabulated “ differences between ” dicotyledons 
and monocotyledons. The author has endeavoured to 
give a concise account of modern views regarding the 
essential features of the morphology, physiology and 
classification of plants, based upon his experience in con- 
ducting a course for first-year students. The earlier 
chapters are concerned with structure and function as 
exemplified by the seed-plants, an account of the soil and 
its relationship to plant life forming a useful section, 
There are suggestive chapters on the plant in relation to 
its environment, heredity and variation, and evolution, 
while the last five chapters are concerned with a brief 
but readable survey of the chief divisions of the plant 
kingdom. A feature of the book, much emphasised by 
the author, is the abundant “ body of problem materia*" 
taking the shape of listed questions and subjects for 
consideration and discussion, arranged chapter by chapter. 
It is to be hoped that the “ college freshmen ” for whom 
the book is intended may find time to devote to these 
valuable questions which, it is not improbable, may also 
prove n source of inspiration to examiners. The numerous 
illustrations (many original anti of pleasing freshness) are 
excellent, and the book is well produced and serviceably 
bound. 


Diseases of Crop-plants in the Lesser Antilles. 
By William Nowell, D.I.C., Assistant Director of Agricul- 
ture, Trinidad and Toba«o. With a Foreword by r • 
J. Ho lland Farmer , F.R.S. Pp. + 3 8 3; 8 

o x 6*. (Published on behalf of the Imperial Dcpaitmc 
of Agriculture by the West India Committee.) Pnce 

This volume is one of the most important handbook 
on the di-.cases of tropical field crops that ha on a 

recent years. I hr aut hor has jtUtt 1 Ordinary 

much wider basis than is usually the ca. oU t by P r0 ' 

textbook of plant diseases, and, as is p<> ssen tially a 

frssor Farmer in the foreword, the book 
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treatise on the principles of plant pathology with special 
reference to the diseases met with in the wide range of 
crops grown in the West Indies. The book was written 
at the request of the Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture 
for the West Indies during the author’s tenure of the 
post of Mycologist on the staff of the Department during 
1913-20, and has as a primary object the provision of a 
work of reference to the present state of knowledge regard- 
ing plant diseases in the West Indies for the use of agricul- 
tural officers and planters ; while the need for a local 
textbook of plant pathology for students at the newly 
established Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture in 
Trinidad has also been considered. The book should 
serve these purposes admirably. The first sections, 
dealing with the nature and classification of plant diseases' 
and their causation, form a valuable general introduction 
to the subject, and are followed by a section dealing with 
the prevention and control of disease and including a 
practical chapter on fungicides and their application. The 
main part of the book deals with specific diseases, and, in 
compiling this section, the author has been able to draw 
largely from the researches of previous mycologists of the 
Imperial Department as well as from his own observations 
and work. The specific diseases are described systemati- 
cally and clearly, and measures of control are discussed in 
each case. A chapter introductory to this section gives 
an interesting account of the general agricultural conditions 
obtaining in the islands of the Lesser Antilles. The book 
contains a list of principal references to literature and is 
well indexed. The numerous illustrations (chiefly photo- 
graphs) add to its utility. 

Field Crops in South Africa. By H. D. Leppan, 
B.Sc.A., Professor of Agronomy, Transvaal University 
College, University of South Africa, and G. J. Bosman, 
B.Sc.A., Technical Assistant, Union Department of Agri- 
culture. Pp. ix + 358, demy 8vo. (South Africa : Central 
News Agency, Ltd. ; London : Gordon & Gotch, Ltd., 
1923.) Price 2 is. 6 d . post free. 

This, the first volume of the South African Agricultural 
Series, has been written with a view to providing farmers 
in the Union, and students and teachers in the various 
agricultural institutions, with such practical information 
as is likely to be of use under the extremely diversified 
climate and peculiar economic conditions that prevail in 
South Africa. The two short introductory chapters deal 
with the historical aspect and a general survey of agricul- 
ture and crop distribution in South Africa, and are followed 

15 
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by chapters on soil management and crop rotation. Useful 
information as to the treatment of" brak,” or “ alkfli " 
soils as they arc sometimes called, is given in the chapter 
on soil management, for which the authors are indebted 
to Dr. J. C. Ross. These soils are commonly present in 
the arid and scnii-arid areas of South Africa and it [ s 
pointed out that the provision of efficient drainage affords 
the only effective and permanent remedy against the 
accumulation of soluble salts in excessive amounts in the 
soil, which is the cause of “ brak.” A chapter is devoted 
to each of the principal South African crops ; the principal 
summer crops are maize, sorghums, potatoes, lucerne, 
cowpeas, soy beans, pea-nuts, cotton, tobacco and sugar- 
cane ; and the principal winter crops ^heat, oats, barley 
and rye. In each case a general account of the crop is 
given followed by detailed practical information from 
the point of view of South African conditions. The article 
on tobacco was contributed chiefly by H. W. Taylor, B.Se. 
The concluding chapters deal with grasses and millets for 
animals ; root and allied crops ; miscellaneous crops such 
as flax, buckwheat, sunflowers and pumpkins ; and minor 
crops chiefly of leguminous plants. The book concludes 
with a chapter on dry-land farming and this contains a 
useful list of plants that have proved serviceable as st<Jck 
food in arid parts. 

The book is largely a compilation and, as will be seen, 
it treats of a considerable number of subjects. The avail- 
able local literature is said to be meagre and difficult to 
obtain, but references to literature are given at the end of 
each chapter, and a ii>t of standard works is quoted in 
the preface for the use of those desiring more detailed or 
more technical information. The authors anticipate that 
there will be need for revision of the book as more local 
data are accumulated ; in the meantime, however, it 
should prove of much use to those for whom it has been 
specially prepared. 


The Cultivation of Sugar Cane in Java- A" 
Elementary Treatise on the Agriculture of the Sugar L 
in Java and more, especially on its Cultiva 1 
Krian Sugar Estate. By R. A. Quintus, Manager Kn n 
Sugar Fa, tory. Pp. xii + 164. 8 vo. (London . Norma 
Rodger, 1 923.) Price 12 s. , , 

In the preface to this work the official 

owing to the high cost of 'and m Ja not be 

regulations which demand that the )Sec utively, 

occ upied for more than thirteen mo q practise 

the planters in the island have been compelled V 
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very intensive methods of cultivation of the soil, which 
resemble those adopted in nurseries and botanical gardens 
rather than the methods ordinarily employed in cultivation 
on the large scale. Such methods are rendered possible 
by the abundant supply of cheap labour available. The 
agricultural practice therefore differs considerably from 
that obtaining in most other sugar-growing countries, but 
the principles on which it is based are universal and the 
information given by Mr. Quintus, though relating par- 
ticularly to Java conditions, will doubtless be of value 
to sugar-cane planters in all parts of the world. 

The book is divided into two parts, the first dealing 
with the conditions in Java and the theory of cane cultiva- 
tion, and the second with the practical methods to be 
employed. 

In the first part, an account is given of the history and 
distribution of the sugar cane and of the requirements 
of the plant in relation to soil, climate, irrigation and 
manures. The morphology, physiology and propagation 
of the sugar cane plant arc described and reference is made 
to the questions of heredity and selection. The mechanism 
of the formation of the sugar is discussed, the diseases to 
which the plant is liable are enumerated, and the subject 
01 yields and the factors on which they depend is fully 
considered. 

The second part deals in detail with the various opera- 
tions involved in cane cultivation, including tillage, pre- 
paration of the planting material, the tending of the 
plantations, the control of insect pests and other enemies 
of the plant, and the harvesting and transport of the canc. 
Information is also supplied with regard to book-keeping, 
supervision and labour, and cost of production. 

The work is well written and profusely illustrated with 
photographs, charts and diagrams. 

The Potato, its Culture, Uses, History, and 
Classification. By William Stuart, Horticulturist, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Pp. viii + 518, 8vo, 8J X 5 1- 
(Philadelphia and London : T. B. Lippi ncott Company, 
l 92 $-) Price 125. 6 d. 

This volume is cue of the Lippincott College Texts 
series which is being issued under the general editorship 
of K. C. Davis, Ph.D. It is specially intended for use in 
the agricultural colleges of the United States, and although 
the potato receives consideration as a world crop, the 
details of cultivation and the varieties grown in countries 
outside of the United States are not discussed. 

The book is divided into two parts : the first deals wit 
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the cultivation, harvesting, marketing, and storage of th 
potato crop, and the pests and diseases to which it is li a & C 
and concludes with a chapter on the industrial uses of th* 
potato in America and other countries ; the second part 
treats of the potato from the botanical standpoint and 
gives a short account of its early history and its subsequent 
improvement by cross-breeding and selection, concludimr 
with descriptions of the principal commercial varieties^ 
It will be seen, therefore, that the scope of the book is 
wide and that all phases of the subject have been dealt 
with. Numerous statistical tables giving information 
regarding areas, production and yields are included, and 
each chapter is followed by a table of questions on the 
text for college use, and a list of references cited. 

The work concludes with several appendixes included 
in which is a useful tabular statement of the chief varieties 
of commercial potatoes with characteristics, parentage, 
and references to original descriptions. The book is* fully 
illustrated throughout ; it is well printed and has a good 
index. For the student it is an admirable textbook, and 
for all interested in the potato crop it should prove of 
much value. 


Alcoholic F krmentation. By Afthur Harden, Ph.B., 
D.Sc., F.R.S., Professor of Biochemistry, London Uni- 
versity ; Head of the Biochemical Department, Lister 
Institute. 3rd Edition. Pp. iv + 104, 8vo, 9! X 6£. 
(Lo ndon : Longmans, Green & Co., 1923.) Price 65. 6 d. 


This work brings together in a clear and connected 
form the present knowledge regarding the theory of 
alcoholic fermentation. It deals with the causes which 
give rise to the fermentation, the chemical changes involved 
and the mechanism of the process. „ 

The nature of the phenomena on which alcoholic 
fermentation depends was greatly elucidated by Buchners 
discovery in 1897 that it was possible to prepare from yeast 
a liquid which, in the complete absence of cells, was cap ~ 
of effecting the resolution of sugar into carbon dioxide a 
alcohol. Since that time the process has been shot 
be of a much more complex character than w as P a 

post'd. Buchner's zymase can no longer be r g 

single enzyme but rather as a collection of enzymes, 

including carboxylase, a reducase an ' . P the primary 
togethcr with the enzymes which brink < functions 

changes in the sugar, and the co-enzyme. light 0 f 

of all these bodies are carefully explained regar ding 

modern researches and indications are given rtg 
points which still need investigation. 
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As Dr. Harden states in concluding the historical 
inttoduction to the book, “ the subject still remains one 
of the most interesting in the whole field of biological 
chemistry, the limited degree of insight which has already 
been gained into the marvellous complexity of the cell 
lending additional zest to the attempt to penetrate the 
darkness which shrouds the still hidden mysteries/' 

The book is written in a very interesting manner and 
the new edition includes the results of all the most recent 
work on the subject. An excellent bibliography is 
appended. 0 

Wood Distillation. By L. F. Hawley, in charge of 
Section of Derived Products, Forest Products Laboratory. 
Pp. 1 41 , 8vo, X 6J. (New York: The Chemical 
Catalog Company, Inc., 1923.) Price $3. 

This volume has been issued as one of a series of 
,l Scientific and Technologic Monographs,” which are 
being produced under the auspices of the American 
Chemical Society. 

The subjects of hardwood distillation and resinous 
waod distillation ar* dealt with in Parts I and II of the 
book respectively. Although this is no doubt the most 
satisfactory procedure as regards the United States where 
the distillation of hardwoods and resinous woods form 
distinct industries, it could not be suitably applied to the 
wood distillation industry of Sweden as the two branches 
are so closely related in that country that they could not 
well be considered apart. 

Each of the two parts of the book deals with the 
chemistry of the raw material, the process of distillation, 
and the products obtained, and is prefaced by a brief 
general description of American commercial practice. The 
subject is treated from a chemical standpoint and on y 
occasionally discusses the engineering problems connected 
with the industry, but the author considers that neverthe- 
less it is possible that it may afford useful hints to chemical 
engineers by indicating the results which follow changes in 
the conditions of operation. 

The work has been carefully prepared and is well up- 
to-date, and will be of special service to chemists interested 
in the wood distillation industries or in the various products 
which result from the thermal decomposition of wood. 

Perfumes and Cosmetics, with especial Reference 
to Synthetics. By William A. Poucher, Ph.C. Pp- XI 
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+ 462, 8vo, 9X6. (London : Chapman and Hall Tta 
1923.) Price 215. ’ y 

This book is essentially of a practical nature, and de h 
with most aspects of modern perfumery likely to bef 
interest to the perfumer without treating in detail of th- 
chemistry of the subject. . e 

The volume is divided into three parts, the first bein^ 
arranged in the form of a dictionary giving in alphabetical 
order simple descriptions and uses of the more important 
natural and synthetic perfume materials, including also 
pigments, dyes, and other miscellaneous substances em- 
ployed in the industry. The second part deals with the 
occurrence of the perfume in the plant and its extraction 
by all the well-known methods. This is followed by 
useful information concerning substances used for the 
fixation of perfumes, concluding with a classified list of 
those suitable for individual cases. This section ci the 
book also gives recipes for miscellaneous fancy perfumes 
and the preparation of toilet waters. The third part deals 
with cosmetics of various kinds and supplies a large 
number of recipes. In an appendix useful conversion 
tables of weights and measures are provided. The book 
contains a number of excellent photographic reproductions 
illustrating plains under cultivation, their collection, and 
methods employed in the extraction of the essential oils. 

Scientific Feeding of the Domestic Animals. By 
M artin Klimmer, Ph.D., D.V.M. Authorised translation 
from the 3rd Edition bv Paul Fischer, B.S.A., D.V.M. 
Pp. x 4 242, 8vo, 9J x 6j. (London : Balliere, Tindall 
& Cox, 1923.) Price 18s. 

The book is divided into two sections. The first, 
dealing with feeding stuffs, gives a general account of their 
chemical constituents and their conservation and pre- 
paration, and also deals with most of the feeding material 
likely to be met with in practice. The methods of chemical, 
microscopical and bacteriological examination of feeding 
stuffs are (jut lined, but not at sufficient length to be 0 
much value to the analyst. In this section the description* 
of the individual materials, although concise, c ^ talI f ^ 
thi* points of practical value in connection with the ee 
of animab on scientific lines. , , |.K e 

The second section ot the hook is devote ^ 
principles of nutrition and feeding, and is base 
epoch-making labours of Kellner, whose ta < 
composition, digestibility, and starch value o ^ 
stuffs an included in the volume. Reference 
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digestible albumen and starch value ratios, and of feeding 
standards are also provided. Various rations for horses 
cattle and other domestic animals are given and the 
feeding of dogs, poultry, fish, rabbits, and geese is also 
discussed. In following Kellner, who has directed this 
science into new channels, the author is on safe ground 
and the comprehensive and well-ordered treatment of 
the subject makes the book of sound practical value and 
easy reference. 

Geomorphology of New Zealand. Part I : Sys- 
tematic. An Introduction to the Study of Land Forms 
By C. A. Cotton, D.Sc., F.N.Z. Inst., F.G.S. Pp. x + 462 
8vo, 8 1 X si. (iVellington, N.Z. : Dominion Museum’ 
1922 ,) ' 

Dr. Cotton is to be congratulated on producing an 
interesting book on a fascinating subject. Geo morphology , 
or the study of land forms, has been dealt with by other 
writers, but we do not remember seeing any work on the 
subject in which the arrangement of the matter and the 
general treatment have been so comprehensive as in Dr. 
Cotton's work. 

■ The book, while, elementary in character, can be read 
wtth pleasure and profit by the geologist, while the treat- 
ment of the subject is such as to offer no difficulty to the 
non-technical reader. One can imagine the latter in 
touring his own and other countries deriving greatly added 
interest from a perusal of this book, which would enable 
him to read meanings in every landscape and coast line 
which otherwise might have been nothing more to him 
than a mere picture. 

The book is copiously illustrated with diagrams and 
striking photographic reproductions of various land forms. 
The examples portrayed are taken from New Zealand, and 
there is perhaps no country in the world more prolific in 
striking examples of the varied land forms with which the 
book deals. 


The Geology of the Metalliferous Deposits. By 
K. H. Rasta 11 , Sc.D , M.Inst.M.M., University Lecturer in 
Economic Geology, Cambridge, and formerly Fellow of 
Christ’s College. Pp. xii + 508, 8vo, 8| X $1 (Cam- 
bridge at the University Press, 1923.) Price 21s. 

This work, one of the Cambridge Geological Series, is 
m two parts, the first portion being devoted to general 
principles, and the remainder to a description of types of 
ore-deposits of the various metals. The most interesting 
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chapters in the first portion of the work are probabl - 
those on igneous rocks, metallogenesis and metallog e n<*jc 
zones. 

The examples of ore-deposits given in the second 
portion of the work are usually typical and well chosen 
but it is to be regretted that no example of the silver 
deposits of Mexico has been included. 

The work is on the whole up-to-date, well written and 
illustrated, and should prove very useful to students of 
economic geology. 


Metals and their Alloys. By Charles Vickers 
Pp. xix + 767, 8 vo, gi X 6|. (New York : Henry Carey 
Baird & Co., Inc., 1923.) Price $7.50. • 


This volume, which is partly based on the 3rd edition 
of W. T. Brannt's “ Metallic Alloys,” has been written by 
a practical foundryman, primarily “ to provide theTmsv 
practical man with information sufficiently accurate for 
his purpose and easy to refer to.” As might be antici- 
pated therefore, the work contains but very little reference 
to the theoretical aspects of the formation and properties 
of alloys. 

The first portion of the book dcaTs very briefly wifli 
the occurrence, properties and methods of preparation of 
all the metal*. On the whole the information given is 
accurate, but occasional errors occur. Thus on p. 79 we 
are told that the Brazilian deposits of monazile sand are 
more important than those of India, as they contain a 
greater percentage ol thorium As a matter of fact the 
reverse is the case. No mention is made under cerium- 
copper of the unsatisfactory results recently recorded 
when using cerium alloys in the manufacture of certain 
br;is> castings. 

The succeeding chapter deals with the characteristic^ 
of alloys and the influence in general on them of certain 


treatment processes. 

After a brief chapter on the art of alloying, the prepara- 
tion and properties of the more important industrial alloys* 


are cnn-ii lered in detail. • 

A u-eful account of the modern method ot die-castin* 
is given, whilst other matters dealt with include = so 
sold.-rs and brazing alloys, the: composition of xnisceK 
alloys, thr surface- colouring of alloys and the 


util nation of waste metals. 
The work concludes with 


useful glossary of foundry 
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name many of those who have carried out work on alloys, 
references to the exact sources of the information are rare. 

% Mr. Vickers’s book will undoubtedly prove of service, 
not only to the practical man for whom it is particularly 
intended, but also to those desiring general information 
on alloys. 


Powdered Coal as Fuel. By J. T. Dunn, D.Sc., 
F.I.C. Pp. 23, 8vo, 9I X 6. (London : E. & F. N. 
Spon, Ltd., 1923-) Price 2s. 6d ‘ 

This publication is a reprint of a paper read before 
the North-East Coast Institution of Engineers and Ship- 
builders in Newcastle-on-Tyne on April 6, 1923, and the 
discussion arising out of it. 

While the paper cannot be said to have added appre- 
ciably to the information given in Herington’s compre- 
hensive book on the subject, which was noticed in this 
Bulletin (1921, 19, 265), it is an excellent review of the 
progress that has been made in the utilisation of pulverised 
coal, and will be read with interest by industrial users of 
coal fual. The paper gave rise to an interesting discussion 
of a practical character, and many important points 
bearing on the practice of burning pulverised coal re- 
ceived attention. The author, in replying to the various 
points raised, concluded by saying that the particular value 
of pulverised coal lay in the fact that coals of low calorific 
value and containing a high percentage of incombustibles 
could thus be made suitable for industrial use. In this 
connection one is somewhat surprised to find no mention 
in the paper of the extensive and successful use in Germany 
of retorted lignite as a pulverised fuel. 


American Fuels. By R. F. Bacon, Ph.D., Sc.D., and 
W. A. Hamor, M.A. 2 volumes. Pp. xv -f 1257, 8vo 
9X6. (London : McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 1922.J 
Price 605. 


These two volumes deal not so much with the na ure 
and occurrence of American fuels as with their c cie ^ 
utilisation. They consist of a series of fifteen es,s *jy s , ^ 
various experts. The subjects dealt with include 
principles of combustion (with a special essay on 
combustion), coke, gasification of coal, low temp ' 
distillation, the various types of gaseous fue , wo * > 

colloidal fuel and powdered fuel. Probab y 
mentioned essay, which covers over 240 pages, is . 

masterly feature of the book. The artic es are 
well illustrated. There are two appendixes, 
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a reprint of the report of the Joint Committee of the 
American Chemical Society and the American Society fr r 
Testing Materials on methods for the analysis of coal, 
whilst the second contains methods for testing fuel oils and 
specifications for these products. 

Taken as a whole the work is probably the most up. 
to-date exposition of current United States practice in 
fuel technology and will prove of service to all interested 
in the numerous subjects discussed. 


American Petroleum Refining. By H. # S. Bell, 
C.E., etc. Pp. xiv + 4$ 6 , 8vo » 9 i X (London, 
Bombay and Sydney : Constable & Co., Ltd., 1923.) 
Price 24s. 

This book gives a detailed description of the best 
American practice in petroleum refining. After an account 
of crude oils and their characteristics, the ohcmicaHand 
physical properties of petroleum are described by T. T. 
Gray and D. Drogin. An outline is given of the various 
steps in refining crude oil and this is followed by a discussion 
of the refining site and general arrangement, and the 
various types of still, condenser and heat exchanger in use. 
Cracking and the stills used for cracking are described. 
In a chapter on chemical treatment, the use of silica gel 
(a patented product of water-glass treated with certain 
acids) for the removal of sulphur in oil is mentioned, and 
a plant for naphtha treatment with silica gel is illustrated. 
Other chapters deal with wax plants, filtering, cold settling 
and compounding. Under storage of oil, steel tanks with 
globe roofs and wooden roofs are shown as well as tanks 
made of reinforced concrete, and the methods of measuring 
tht-m are described. The remaining chapters are on 
bulk transportation, packages, power plant and boj er 
house, acid recovery, general departments, and tirc- 

protection. .1 

This comprehensive work has 263 illustrations, *■ 
should prove indispensable to all interested m this im- 
portant branch of petroleum technology. 


Petroleum Resources of the World. By Vale , . 
R. Garfias. Pp. xi + 243, 8™, 7 1 *5- < Nc " d Ha ii' 
John Wiley & Sons, Inc. ; London : Chapman .» 

Ltd., 1923 ) ' 5 5 - „„„ n f 

This work briefly describes the pe 
the world, and contains eighteen small-seal. map. , ^ 

the producing oil and gas fields, ^ petrol C ^ untr i cs . A map 
shales, and refineries of the dillerent c 
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of the fuel oil bunkering stations of the world forms the* 
frontispiece. The text is, on the whole, commendably 
brief and accurate, and is written by an oil-geologist who 
has personally examined a number of the fields described. 

Le M^zout. By E. Davin, M£canicien Principal de 
];i Marine. Pp. 96, small 8vo, 8| X 5. (Paris : Im- 
primerie de la Revue “ Les Matieres Grasses.") Price 
2 francs. 

Mazout is the French form of the Tartar word mazoutkta , 
meaning ‘4 grease," and denotes a residue of crude petro- 
leum, after the lighter products have been distilled off. 
The author deals at some length with the physical and 
other properties of mazouts or fuel-oils, such as density, 
flash-point, point of ignition, viscosity, calorific power, 
and flow in pipe-lines. For the last, Poiseuiiie’s formula, 
used* in the National Physical Laboratory, is recommended 
for fuel-oils in general. 

With regard to colloidal fuel, a translation is given of 
Lindon W. Bates's paper read before the Society of Arts 
on November 16, 1920, and we are told that experiments 
are being conducted for its application in the French Navy. 

«» This little work is well written, and contains a good deal 
of information about fuel-oils, and should be in the hands 
of ali interested in their production and application. 


Oil Power. By Sydney H. North. Pp. 122, 8vo, 
7i X 5. (London : Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons, Ltd.) 
Price 35. 

This little volume is issued as one of Pitman's “ Common 
Commodities and Industries ” series. 

After briefly describing the sources and production of 
fuel oil from foreign sources, the author considers home 
sources. The succeeding chapters deal rather more fully 
with the use of oil for direct firing, such as on ships and 
railways, its employment in internal combustion engines 
and for power and heating generally. The concluding 
chapters treat of the storage and distribution of oil. 

The illustrations include a number of diagrams o 01 
burners and reproductions of photographs showing oil- 
ing installations. , . . . . 

The book will serve as a useful introduction to 
subject of the utilisation of oil fuel. 


Philip's Commercial Map of South America (with 
handbook). Edited by W.S. Barclay, F.R.G.S. 45 x 7° 
(London : George Philip & Son, Ltd., 1923 ) rnce » 
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inounted on cloth and folded in case (or varnished with 
roller), 605. 

This map, with its accompanying handbook, has been 
compiled on the same lines as that of China noticed in the 
last number of this Bulletin (1923, 21 * 425), and aims at 
providing up-to-date and reliable information fos busing 
men interested in South American commerce. The 
which is printed in black and seven colours, shows thr 
boundaries not only of the various States, but also oi 
their provinces and departments. Navigable rivers sea 
routes, wireless and oiling stations, and submarine cables 
arc shown ; and particular attention has been devoted 
to the railway systems of the Continent, the differed 
gauges, in view of their bearing on commercial develop- 
ment. being specially indicated. The handbook furnishes 
well-arranged and copious information on the physical 
features, climate, topography, language, coromeraw^md 
industry, and other important features of each of the 
countries concerned, whilst the index appended to it 
contains some 6,500 references. 

The publication is in every way excellent, and»can be 
recomnu-nded not only to commercial houses but to all 
interested in the recent progress and future development 
of South America. 
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An Illustrated Guide to the L k derated Malay 
States. Edited by Cuthbert Woodville Iiarrison. Pp. 370, 
8 v<>, 0 \ X 4L (London : 1'he Malay States Information 
Agency, 1923.) Brice 2s. 6 J. 

Sur-Tkowc al Agriculture in South Africa. By 
H. <i. Mu.i.ly, Dip.Agric., F.L.S. Pp. av + 3?«. 8v "! 
<>\ x gJ. (Salisbury, Rhodesia: Argtu> lnntm b 
Publishing Company, Limited, 1923.) 

Vi.'iKTABt.i: Chops. By IIoni'T C Thomson, 

Pp. , x -i 478, «%•<», «.,] XOJ. ^London : McGravv n 

Publishing Co., Ltd., 1923.) Pric e 22a. 0 ( . 


Tut. I.katukk Tkaijks’ Ykak Book, 19*3- 
)r. J. Gordon Parker. Pp* * ,6 > ^ 'committee of the 
i-> lied on behalf ot the Joint u c( j c nition of 

Jmted Tanners' Federation, and the lea 
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Curriers, Light Leather Tanners and Dressers Inc. - ) 
Pryce 6s. 6d. 

The Chemistry of Rubber. By B. D. W. Luff F.I C 
Pp. 232, 8 vo, 10 X 7J. (London : Ernest Benn, Limited 

1923. ) Price 25 5. 

Aide-Memoire pour l’Industrie du Caoutchouc et 
des Matieres Plastiques a l 'Usage des Ingenieurs 
Chimistes, Praticiens Directeurs et Contremaitres 
d’Usines. By A.-D. Luttringer. Pp. 225, 8vo o x 
(Paris: A* D. Cillard, 1923.) 

The Chemistry of Paints, Pigments and Varnishes. 
By J. Gauld Bearn, M.Sc., A.I.C., F.C.S. Pp. x + 277, 
8 vo, 10 X 7f. (London : Ernest Benn, Limited, 1923.) 
Price 30s. 

Varnishes and their Components. By Robert Selby 
Morrell, M.A., Ph.D., F.I.C. Pp. xii -f- 361, 8vo, 8£ x 5f. 
(London : Henry Frowde and Hoddcr & Stoughton, 1923.) 
Price 2J5. 

Cargo Handling at Ports. A Survey of the 
Various Systems in Vogue, with a Consideration of 
their Respective Merits. By Brysson Cunningham, 
D.Sc., B.E., M.Inst.C.E., F.R.S.E. Pp. ix T 180, 8vo, 
8j X 5J. (London : Chapman & Hall, Ltd., 1923.) 
Price 13s. 6 d. 

The Chemistry and Physics of Clays and other 
Ceramic Materials. By Alfred B. Searle. Pp. xiii + 
695, 8vo, 10 X 8. (London : Ernest Benn, Limited, 

1924. ) Price 55s. 

The Micro-organisms of the Soil. By Sir E. John 
Russell, F.R.S., and Members of the Biological Staff of 
the Rothamsted Experimental Station. Pp. vii + 188, 
8vo, 8f x 5J. (London : Longmans, Green & Co., 1923O 
Price 7s. 6d. 

Lead : its Occurrence in Nature, the Modes of 
its Extraction, its Properties and Uses, with 
Some Account of its Principal Compounds. By J. A. 
Smythe, Ph.D., D.Sc., Pp. vii + 343 > Svo * . x 5 
(London : Longman’s, Green & Co., 19*3-) Price 16s. 

Sands and Crushed Rocks. By Alfred B. Searle. 
Vol. I. Their Nature, Properties and Treatment, rp. 
xiv + 475 ; Vol. II. Their Uses in Industry. Pp. 
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Tx -f 281, 8 vo, 8i X 5?. (London : Henry Frowde and 
Hodder & Stoughton, 1923.) Price 52s. 6 d. ' # 

Systematic Survey of Rubber Chemistry. By 
Clayton W. Bedford and Herbert A. Winkelmann. pp 
385, 8vo, 9i X 6 \. (New York : The Chemical Catalog 
Company, Inc., 19 23*) Price o. 

PULPWOOD AND WOOD PULP IN NORTH AMERICA 

By Royal S. Kellogg. Pp. xii + 273, 8vo, 9 { x 6 {. 
(London : McGraw Hill Publishing Co., Ltd., 1923.) 
Price 20s. * # 

Canned Foods in Relation to Health. By William 
G. Savage, B.Sc., M.D. (Lond.), D.P.H. Pp. vi + 146, 
8 vo., 8j X 5J. (Cambridge : at the University Press. 
1923.) Price 8s. 6 d . 

Uses of Waste Materials. The Collection of Waste 
Materials and Their Uses for Human and Animal Food, 
in Fertilisers, and in Certain Industries. 1914-22. By 
Prof. Arturo BruttinL Pp. xx 4- 367, 8vo, q| x 6}. 
(London : P. S. King \ Son, Ltd., 1923.) Price 1 is. 

Oil Well Drilling Methods. , By Victor Ziegler, 
A.M., Ph.D. Pp. xii 4 - 25;, 8vo, X (New York: 
John Wiley & Sons, Inc. ; London : Chapman and Hal], 
Ltd., 1923). Price 155. 










